
crossed fingers sign language

crossed fingers sign language is a fascinating topic that intersects the worlds of gestures, communication, and
cultural symbolism. This article explores the meaning and usage of the crossed fingers gesture within sign
language contexts as well as its broader significance in nonverbal communication. The crossed fingers sign is
widely recognized as a symbol of hope or good luck in many cultures, but its interpretation varies depending on
context, region, and the language system. Understanding how this gesture is incorporated into sign languages,
such as American Sign Language (ASL), and its distinctions from other gestures can enhance communication and
cultural awareness. Additionally, this article examines the historical origins, practical applications, and
alternatives to the crossed fingers sign in various sign languages. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of crossed fingers sign language, including its meanings, usage, and cultural relevance.

Meaning and Origin of the Crossed Fingers Gesture

Crossed Fingers in American Sign Language and Other Sign Languages

Symbolism and Cultural Significance

Practical Uses and Variations of the Crossed Fingers Sign

Alternatives and Related Gestures in Nonverbal Communication

Meaning and Origin of the Crossed Fingers Gesture

The crossed fingers gesture has a rich history that dates back centuries and is primarily associated with
wishing for luck or hoping for a positive outcome. Traditionally, the gesture involves crossing the middle finger
over the index finger, creating a visual symbol of unity and protection. The origin of the crossed fingers sign is
often linked to early Christian practices, where crossing fingers symbolized invoking the power of the cross for
protection or blessing.

Historical Background

The exact historical roots of the crossed fingers gesture are somewhat debated, but it is commonly believed to
have originated in Europe during the early medieval period. Some theories suggest that early Christians used the
gesture in secret to recognize one another or to call upon divine intervention. Over time, the gesture evolved
into a secular symbol of hope and luck, spreading across different cultures and societies.

General Meaning in Modern Context

In contemporary usage, crossed fingers typically convey a wish for good luck or express hope for a favorable
outcome. It is often used in informal settings, such as before taking a test, making a wish, or anticipating
positive news. This meaning is widely understood in various countries, making the crossed fingers sign a
universal nonverbal expression.

Crossed Fingers in American Sign Language and Other Sign Languages

Within formal sign languages like American Sign Language (ASL), the crossed fingers gesture is not
standardized as a lexical sign but can appear in informal or contextual communication to represent hope or
luck. Sign languages have their own established vocabulary and grammar, and while some gestures overlap
with common nonverbal signs, others have distinct meanings.



Usage of Crossed Fingers in ASL

In ASL, the crossed fingers gesture is typically not part of the formal lexicon but can be used in casual
conversation to mimic the idea of "hope" or "luck." For example, a signer might cross their fingers while signing
the concept of "hope" to emphasize the sentiment, but the official sign for "hope" involves different handshapes
and movements. This informal use highlights how gestures from spoken language communities can influence sign
language communication.

Crossed Fingers in Other Sign Languages

Other sign languages around the world may also incorporate the crossed fingers gesture in informal contexts
or borrow it as a culturally recognized symbol. However, many sign languages rely on unique signs that do
not resemble the crossed fingers gesture to convey concepts of hope, luck, or wishing. Understanding these
differences is essential for accurate interpretation and translation between languages.

Symbolism and Cultural Significance

The symbolism of crossed fingers extends beyond simple luck and hope. It embodies cultural beliefs, superstitions,
and collective attitudes toward fate and destiny. This section explores the deeper cultural resonance of the
crossed fingers sign and its role in social communication.

Cultural Variations

The crossed fingers gesture is most commonly associated with Western cultures, especially in the United
States and Europe, where it is widely recognized as a sign of good luck. However, in some cultures, the gesture
may have different or even negative connotations. For example, in Vietnam, crossing fingers is considered rude or
offensive. Awareness of such variations is important for cross-cultural communication.

Psychological and Social Implications

Using the crossed fingers sign can have psychological effects, such as boosting confidence or providing comfort
in uncertain situations. Socially, it functions as a nonverbal way to communicate positive intentions,
solidarity, or encouragement without spoken words. This makes it a powerful tool in interpersonal
interactions, especially when verbal communication is limited.

Practical Uses and Variations of the Crossed Fingers Sign

The crossed fingers sign appears in various practical contexts, ranging from casual gestures to more
structured communication systems. Its adaptability allows it to express nuanced meanings depending on the
situation.

Common Situations for Using Crossed Fingers

Before taking an exam or test to symbolize hoping for success

When wishing someone good luck, such as before a performance or competition

In casual conversation to indicate a hopeful or uncertain outcome

As a playful gesture to imply secrecy or a wish that something will happen



Variations and Related Gestures

Variations of the crossed fingers sign include subtle differences in finger positioning or combining the gesture
with facial expressions to convey different intensities of hope or luck. Related gestures like thumbs up, knocking
on wood, or the peace sign also serve similar functions in nonverbal communication, offering alternative ways
to express positive wishes.

Alternatives and Related Gestures in Nonverbal Communication

While crossed fingers are a popular symbol for luck and hope, many other gestures fulfill similar
communicative roles in sign language and broader nonverbal interaction.

Common Alternatives to Crossed Fingers

Thumbs Up: Universally recognized as a sign of approval or encouragement.

Knocking on Wood: A superstition-based gesture to ward off bad luck.

Peace Sign: Often used to convey goodwill or positive intentions.

Prayer Hands: Symbolizing hope, gratitude, or spiritual support.

Incorporation in Sign Language Vocabulary

Many sign languages include specific signs for concepts like "hope," "luck," or "wish" that do not rely on the
crossed fingers gesture. These signs are standardized and taught as part of the language’s lexicon, ensuring
clear and consistent communication. Understanding when to use culturally rooted gestures like crossed
fingers versus formal sign language vocabulary is crucial for effective interaction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the crossed fingers sign mean in American Sign Language (ASL)?

In ASL, crossed fingers typically represent the letter 'R' in the manual alphabet.

Is the crossed fingers sign used universally in sign languages?

No, the crossed fingers sign's meaning can vary between different sign languages and cultures.

How is the crossed fingers gesture used outside of sign language?

Outside of sign language, crossed fingers often symbolize hope or wishing for good luck.

Can the crossed fingers sign indicate a specific word or phrase in ASL?

Primarily, crossed fingers correspond to the letter 'R' in the ASL alphabet, but context can help form words.

Are there any cultural differences in interpreting the crossed fingers sign?

Yes, while in Western cultures crossed fingers mean luck, in some cultures it may have no meaning or different



connotations.

How do beginners learn the crossed fingers sign in ASL?

Beginners learn the crossed fingers sign as part of the ASL fingerspelling alphabet, practicing handshape and
orientation.

Is crossing fingers used in any other hand signs within sign languages?

Crossed fingers are mainly used for the letter 'R' in fingerspelling, but some regional signs may incorporate
similar gestures.

Can the crossed fingers symbol be combined with other signs in ASL?

Yes, fingerspelled letters including the crossed fingers 'R' can be combined to spell words or names.

Does the crossed fingers sign have any significance in Deaf culture?

Within Deaf culture, the crossed fingers primarily serve as a letter in fingerspelling rather than a symbolic
gesture.

Are there any common misconceptions about the crossed fingers sign in sign
language?

A common misconception is that crossed fingers always mean luck in sign language, but in ASL it specifically
represents the letter 'R.'

Additional Resources
1. Crossed Fingers: The Basics of Sign Language Gestures
This book introduces readers to the foundational elements of sign language, with a special focus on the
crossed fingers gesture. It explains the origins and meanings behind various signs and provides step-by-step
instructions for mastering them. Ideal for beginners, the book encourages practice through engaging exercises
and visual aids.

2. Expressive Hands: Understanding Crossed Fingers in Sign Language
Dive into the cultural and communicative significance of the crossed fingers sign in different sign language
communities. This book explores how subtle variations in hand gestures can alter meanings and offers insights
into non-verbal communication. It is a valuable resource for linguists and sign language enthusiasts alike.

3. The Art of Crossed Fingers: A Guide to Sign Language Symbols
Focusing on the artistry behind sign language, this guide highlights the crossed fingers symbol and its role
within broader sign language lexicons. Readers will learn about the nuances of hand shapes, movements, and
facial expressions that accompany crossed fingers. The book includes detailed illustrations to enhance
understanding.

4. Crossed Fingers and Beyond: Advanced Sign Language Techniques
Designed for intermediate to advanced learners, this book expands on the crossed fingers sign and integrates it
into complex sentence structures. It emphasizes fluidity, context, and emotional expression in signed
conversations. Practical dialogues and video links supplement the learning experience.

5. Secret Signs: The Hidden Meanings of Crossed Fingers
Uncover the lesser-known interpretations of the crossed fingers gesture in various sign languages and secret
communication systems. The book delves into historical uses, superstitions, and modern adaptations of the sign.



Readers gain a broader perspective on how meaning evolves in non-verbal languages.

6. Crossed Fingers for Communication: A Handbook for Educators
This handbook serves as a practical tool for teachers and interpreters working with deaf and hard-of-hearing
students. It covers the crossed fingers sign as part of a comprehensive curriculum designed to enhance
communication skills. The book includes lesson plans, activities, and assessment methods.

7. Sign Language Symbols: The Role of Crossed Fingers
Explore the symbolic significance of the crossed fingers within various sign language systems around the world.
This book offers comparative analyses and highlights regional differences in interpretation. It is an excellent
reference for scholars and students of sign language linguistics.

8. Crossed Fingers in Popular Culture and Sign Language
This title examines how the crossed fingers gesture is portrayed in media, art, and everyday life alongside its
use in sign language. It discusses the interplay between popular culture and linguistic expression, revealing how
signs gain or lose meaning over time. The book includes case studies and interviews with sign language users.

9. Mastering Crossed Fingers: Practical Exercises for Sign Language Fluency
Focus on improving your sign language skills with targeted exercises centered on the crossed fingers sign and
its applications. The book provides drills, interactive activities, and feedback techniques to build confidence
and accuracy. Suitable for self-study or classroom use, it supports learners at various proficiency levels.
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  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Languages of the World Julie Bakken Jepsen, Goedele De
Clerck, Sam Lutalo-Kiingi, William B. McGregor, 2015-10-16 Although a number of edited collections
deal with either the languages of the world or the languages of particular regions or genetic
families, only a few cover sign languages or even include a substantial amount of information on
them. This handbook provides information on some 38 sign languages, including basic facts about
each of the languages, structural aspects, history and culture of the Deaf communities, and history
of research. This information will be of interest not just to general audiences, including those who
are deaf, but also to linguists and students of linguistics. By providing information on sign languages
in a manner accessible to a less specialist audience, this volume fills an important gap in the
literature.
  crossed fingers sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil
Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second
international conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical
findings in vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language
acquisition and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized
volume the work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium
to India, from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest
developments in sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this
comprehensive volume complete with illustrations and photographs.
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  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Language in Indo-Pakistan Ulrike Zeshan, 2000-08-15 To
find a suitable framework for the description of a previously undocumented language is all the more
challenging in the case of a signed language. In this book, for the first time, an indigenous Asian
sign language used in deaf communities in India and Pakistan is described on all linguistically
relevant levels. This grammatical sketch aims at providing a concise yet comprehensive picture of
the language. It covers a substantial part of Indopakistani Sign Language grammar. Topics
discussed range from properties of individual signs to principles of discourse organization.
Important aspects of morphological structure and syntactic regularities are summarized. Finally,
sign language specific grammatical mechanisms such as spatially realized syntax and the use of
facial expressions also figure prominently in this book. A 300-word dictionary with graphic
representations of signs and a transcribed sample text complement the grammatical description. The
cross-linguistic study of signed languages is only just beginning. Descriptive materials such as the
ones presented in this book provide the necessary starting point for further empirical and theoretical
research in this direction.
  crossed fingers sign language: The Sign Language of the Mysteries John Sebastian
Marlow Ward, 1928
  crossed fingers sign language: The Silent Hands: A Pathway to Understanding Sign Language
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-26 The Silent Hands: A Pathway to Understanding Sign Language is an
indispensable guide to the world of American Sign Language (ASL), offering a comprehensive
exploration of its history, grammar, and diverse applications. Written in an engaging and accessible
style, this book empowers readers to embark on a journey into the fascinating realm of ASL, gaining
a deeper understanding of its linguistic and cultural significance. With its thorough examination of
ASL grammar, handshapes, and non-manual signals, this book provides a solid foundation for
effective communication in ASL. It dispels common misconceptions and challenges associated with
the language, fostering a greater appreciation for its linguistic richness and expressive power.
Beyond the basics, The Silent Hands: A Pathway to Understanding Sign Language ventures into the
practical applications of ASL in various domains, highlighting its role in education, the workplace,
healthcare, legal proceedings, and travel. It offers valuable insights into effective communication
strategies, cultural considerations, and the importance of creating inclusive environments for deaf
and hard of hearing individuals. This book also celebrates the vibrancy and diversity of the deaf
community, shedding light on its contributions to cultural heritage, arts, and social justice
movements. It explores the latest advancements in ASL technology, showcasing how innovation is
breaking down barriers and empowering deaf and hard of hearing individuals to fully participate in
society. Whether you're a student, a professional, or simply someone curious about the world of sign
language, The Silent Hands: A Pathway to Understanding Sign Language is an essential resource. Its
comprehensive approach, engaging writing style, and wealth of practical information make it an
invaluable guide for anyone seeking to expand their knowledge of ASL and foster meaningful
connections with deaf and hard of hearing individuals. With its in-depth exploration of ASL's
grammar, diverse applications, cultural significance, and technological advancements, The Silent
Hands: A Pathway to Understanding Sign Language stands as a testament to the power and beauty
of this unique language. It invites readers to embrace the richness of ASL and appreciate its role in
shaping the lives and experiences of deaf and hard of hearing individuals. If you like this book, write
a review!
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Language Among North American Indians Garrick
Mallery, 2012-08-30 Fascinating, wide-ranging study describes and illustrates signs used for specific
words, phrases, sentences, and even dialogues. Scores of diagrams show precise movements of body
and hands for signing.
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Language of the North American Indians
(Illustrated Edition) Garrick Mallery, 2018-11-02 This eBook has been formatted to the highest
digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. Over the period of two years author has
devoted the intervals between official duties to collecting and collating materials for the study of



sign language. As the few publications on the general subject, possessing more than historic
interest, are meager in details and vague in expression, original investigation has been necessary.
The high development of communication by gesture among the tribes of North America, and its
continued extensive use by many of them, naturally directed the first researches to that continent,
with the result that a large body of facts procured from collaborators and by personal examination
has now been gathered and classified.
  crossed fingers sign language: A Prosodic Model of Sign Language Phonology Diane
Brentari, 1998 Superior to any other book on the subject that I have seen. I can see it being used as
a class text or reference for current theory in sign language phonology.Carol A. Padden, Department
of Communication, University of California
  crossed fingers sign language: Monastic Sign Languages Jean Umiker-Sebeok, Thomas A.
Sebeok, 2011-08-02 No detailed description available for Monastic Sign Languages.
  crossed fingers sign language: Semiotics and Human Sign Languages William C. Stokoe,
1972 Non-Aboriginal material.
  crossed fingers sign language: Phonological Categories in Sign Language of the
Netherlands Els van der Kooij, 2002
  crossed fingers sign language: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04
Knack American Sign Language combines 400 full-color photos and topic-specific information in a
step-by-step layout, it covers everything from letters and numbers to the nuances of sign-language
conversation.
  crossed fingers sign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.
  crossed fingers sign language: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope E.
Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse
literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings
descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main
parameters – handshape, location, and movement – against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising



avenues for future research.
  crossed fingers sign language: Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians of
North America William Tomkins, 1929
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Language Phonology Diane Brentari, 2019-11-21 Surveys
key findings and ideas in sign language phonology, exploring the crucial areas in phonology to which
sign language studies has contributed.
  crossed fingers sign language: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van
den Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across
the world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter
concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Multilingualism Ulrike Zeshan, Jenny Webster,
2019-11-18 This volume has arisen from a three-part, five-year study on language contact among
multilingual sign language users, which has three strands: cross-signing, sign-switching, and
sign-speaking. These phenomena are only sparsely documented so far, and thus the volume is highly
innovative and presents data and analyses not previously available.
  crossed fingers sign language: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the
unique characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent
researchers discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more
generally? This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from
around the world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted
for generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final
section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.
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