
crossword clue figure of speech

crossword clue figure of speech is a common phrase encountered by puzzle
enthusiasts and language lovers alike. In the context of crosswords, a figure
of speech often serves as a clue or answer that challenges solvers to think
beyond literal meanings and engage with language creatively. Understanding
various figures of speech enhances the solver’s ability to decode clues
efficiently and appreciate the linguistic artistry involved. This article
explores the nature of figures of speech, their relevance in crossword
puzzles, and strategies for identifying and solving related clues.
Additionally, it delves into common types of figures of speech found in
crosswords, tips for recognizing them, and examples to sharpen solving
skills. By the end, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how
the crossword clue figure of speech operates within puzzles and improve their
overall game performance.
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Understanding Figures of Speech

Figures of speech are literary devices that convey meanings in a non-literal,
imaginative, or symbolic way. They enrich language by creating vivid imagery,
emphasizing ideas, or expressing thoughts more persuasively. In crosswords,
figures of speech often appear as clues or answers that require solvers to
interpret language figuratively rather than literally. Recognizing these
devices is crucial for effective puzzle solving because clues may hint at
metaphorical, idiomatic, or rhetorical expressions.

Definition and Purpose

A figure of speech is a word or phrase used in a non-literal sense to create
rhetorical or vivid effect. Their purpose is to enhance the expressiveness of
language, making it more engaging and memorable. Commonly used in literature,
poetry, and everyday speech, figures of speech also play a significant role
in crossword puzzles by adding layers of meaning and challenge.

Types of Figures of Speech

The main categories of figures of speech include metaphor, simile,
personification, hyperbole, irony, and idioms. Each type serves a unique
function in language and can appear in crossword clues as synonyms,
definitions, or wordplay elements. Understanding these categories aids



solvers in decoding the intent behind the clue and finding the correct
answer.

Common Figures of Speech in Crossword Puzzles

Crossword puzzles often feature specific figures of speech as answers or
clues due to their distinctiveness and familiarity among solvers. Recognizing
these commonly used devices can improve solving speed and accuracy.

Metaphor

A metaphor directly compares two unlike things without using “like” or “as,”
implying a symbolic meaning. In crosswords, a clue might hint at a
metaphorical phrase or a word representing a metaphorical concept.

Simile

Similes compare two things using “like” or “as.” Crossword clues may use
phrases like “similar to” or “as if” to indicate a simile, requiring solvers
to identify the comparative expression.

Idiom

Idiomatic expressions are phrases whose meanings are not deducible from the
literal definitions of the words involved. These are frequent in crossword
clues, often appearing as colloquial or cultural references.

Hyperbole

Hyperbole involves deliberate exaggeration for emphasis or effect. Crossword
clues may use exaggerated language or hint at overstatements to lead solvers
to hyperbolic phrases or words.

Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to non-human objects or abstract
concepts. Clues may suggest animate characteristics applied to inanimate
items, signaling personification.

How to Identify a Figure of Speech in Crossword
Clues

Identifying figures of speech within crossword clues requires attention to
language nuances and clue structure. Clues involving figures of speech often
contain indicators or subtle hints that point toward non-literal
interpretations.



Clue Indicators

Certain words or phrases in clues serve as indicators of figurative language.
These may include words like “figuratively,” “metaphorically,” “as if,”
“say,” or “in a manner of speaking.” Recognizing these helps solvers shift
from literal to figurative thinking.

Contextual Analysis

Examining the overall context of the clue and intersecting answers provides
insight into whether a figure of speech is involved. If a direct, literal
answer seems unlikely, considering figurative meanings can reveal the correct
solution.

Length and Letter Patterns

The length of the answer and known letters from intersecting clues can narrow
down possible figures of speech. Familiarity with common phrases and their
letter counts assists in matching clues to appropriate figurative
expressions.

Strategies for Solving Crossword Clues
Involving Figures of Speech

Effective strategies enhance the ability to solve crossword clues related to
figures of speech by combining linguistic knowledge with logical deduction.

Familiarize with Common Figures of Speech

Building a repertoire of frequently used figures of speech and idioms
improves recognition during puzzles. Studying lists and examples prepares
solvers for typical answers.

Look for Figurative Language Indicators

Pay close attention to clue wording that suggests metaphor, simile, or
idiomatic expression. Words signaling non-literal meaning are important
clues.

Use Cross-Checking

Cross-referencing intersecting answers in the puzzle helps confirm or
eliminate potential figurative answers, especially when multiple
interpretations are possible.



Think Creatively

Figures of speech require flexible thinking. Considering alternative
meanings, cultural references, and linguistic creativity often leads to
successful solutions.

Practice with Sample Clues

Regular practice with crossword puzzles featuring figures of speech sharpens
skills and builds intuition for decoding such clues efficiently.

Examples of Crossword Clue Figure of Speech

Examining sample clues illustrates how figures of speech appear in puzzles
and the thought process needed to solve them.

Clue: “Sharp figure of speech” (5 letters)1.

Answer: IDIOM – An idiom is a common figure of speech involving a phrase
with a figurative meaning.

Clue: “Like a simile, but without ‘like’” (6 letters)2.

Answer: METAPHOR – A metaphor compares two things directly without using
“like” or “as.”

Clue: “Exaggerated statement” (9 letters)3.

Answer: HYPERBOLE – A figure of speech involving deliberate
exaggeration.

Clue: “Giving human traits to objects” (13 letters)4.

Answer: PERSONIFICATION – Attributing human qualities to non-human
things.

Clue: “Expression not meant literally” (5 letters)5.

Answer: IDIOM – An expression whose meaning differs from the literal
interpretation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common figure of speech used as a crossword
clue?

A common figure of speech used as a crossword clue is 'metaphor.'



How can I identify a figure of speech in a crossword
puzzle clue?

Look for words that indicate comparison, exaggeration, or symbolic meaning,
such as 'like,' 'as,' or unusual descriptions hinting at metaphor, simile, or
personification.

What figure of speech often appears as a crossword
answer for 'figure of speech' clue?

The answer is often 'idiom,' 'metaphor,' or 'simile,' as these are popular
figures of speech frequently used in puzzles.

Are there short figure of speech answers that
commonly fit in crosswords?

Yes, short answers like 'simile,' 'idiom,' 'trope,' and 'cliche' commonly
appear as solutions for 'figure of speech' clues.

Why do crossword clues for 'figure of speech'
sometimes include wordplay?

Crossword clues often use wordplay to make the puzzle more challenging, so
clues for 'figure of speech' might be indirect or punny, requiring solvers to
think beyond the literal meaning.

Can a figure of speech clue in a crossword refer to
an acronym or abbreviation?

Occasionally, yes. Some clues might refer to abbreviations like 'fig.' for
figure or 'lit.' for literary device, but full terms like 'metaphor' are more
common.

Additional Resources
1. Figurative Language and Wordplay: Unlocking Crossword Clues
This book explores the intricate relationship between figurative language and
crossword puzzles. It delves into various figures of speech such as
metaphors, similes, and idioms commonly used as crossword clues. Readers will
gain insights into how wordplay and figurative expressions enhance the
challenge and enjoyment of solving puzzles.

2. The Art of the Cryptic Clue: Mastering Figurative Speech in Crosswords
Focused on cryptic crosswords, this guide explains how figurative speech
forms the backbone of many cryptic clues. The author breaks down complex
clues, demonstrating how metaphors, puns, and other rhetorical devices guide
solvers toward the answers. Ideal for enthusiasts looking to sharpen their
decoding skills.

3. Figures of Speech in Puzzles: A Crossword Solver’s Companion
This companion book is designed to familiarize crossword enthusiasts with
common figures of speech used as clues. It provides definitions, examples,
and practice exercises to help solvers recognize and interpret idioms,



hyperboles, and euphemisms. The book aims to improve both language
appreciation and puzzle-solving accuracy.

4. Wordplay Wonders: The Role of Figurative Language in Crosswords
Wordplay Wonders examines the creative use of figurative language in
crossword construction and solving. It highlights how alliterations,
personifications, and irony are cleverly integrated into clues to mislead or
assist solvers. Readers will enjoy exploring the linguistic artistry behind
their favorite puzzles.

5. Metaphors and More: Decoding Figurative Clues in Crosswords
This book offers a deep dive into metaphorical clues and other figures of
speech found in crossword puzzles. It presents strategies for identifying and
interpreting these clues, making it easier for solvers to crack tough
puzzles. With numerous examples, it’s a valuable resource for both beginners
and advanced solvers.

6. Idioms and Allusions: A Crossword Solver’s Guide to Figurative Clues
Idioms and cultural allusions frequently appear as crossword clues, and this
guide helps readers navigate them with confidence. It discusses the origins
and meanings of common idiomatic expressions and how they function within
puzzles. The book enhances solvers’ cultural literacy alongside their puzzle-
solving prowess.

7. The Language of Puzzles: Exploring Figures of Speech in Crosswords
This book investigates the linguistic elements that make crossword clues
intriguing and challenging. It covers a range of figures of speech, including
synecdoche, metonymy, and irony, explaining their use in clue construction.
Readers will appreciate the detailed analysis that bridges language studies
and recreational puzzling.

8. Crossword Clues and Rhetorical Devices: A Solver’s Handbook
A practical handbook for crossword enthusiasts, this title focuses on the
rhetorical devices that frequently appear in clues. It offers tips and
examples for recognizing and interpreting similes, oxymorons, and other
devices that add depth to puzzles. The book is designed to boost solver
confidence and enjoyment.

9. Play on Words: Figurative Speech in Crossword Puzzle Design
This book explores how crossword constructors employ figurative speech to
craft clever and engaging clues. It covers various types of wordplay,
including puns, double entendres, and allegories, providing insight into the
constructor’s creative process. Solvers will gain a new appreciation for the
artistry behind their favorite games.
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changing guide to crosswords will improve your skills while exploring the hows, whys, and history of
the crossword and its evolution over time, from antiquity to the age of LOL and MINAJ. Crossword
puzzles have a language all their own. Packed full of trick clues, trivia about common answers, and
crossword trends, Crosswordese is a delightful celebration of the crossword lexicon and its
checkered history of wordplay and changing cultural references. Much, much more than a
dictionary, this is a playful, entertaining, and educational read for word gamers and language lovers.
The perfect present or gift for yourself, Crosswordese will be a hit with crossword puzzlers of all
skill levels, word nerds, fans of all varieties of word games, and language enthusiasts. • BEYOND
CROSSWORDS: Hooked on crosswords? Now you can discover even more to enjoy about the history
and trivia behind the terms and clues you love. • FOR BEGINNERS, EXPERTS, AND WORD NERDS
ALIKE: Beginners will find it a boon to their solving skills; veteran crossworders will learn more
about the vocabulary they employ every morning; and those interested in language will have plenty
of Aha! moments. • CROSSWORD PUZZLES INCLUDED! The author has specially created a number
of puzzles based on the book's content inside!
  crossword clue figure of speech: The Crossword Murder Nero Blanc, 2014-10-14 Solving
puzzles can be murder when a PI and a crossword editor join forces to catch a killer in the first novel
of Nero Blanc’s fiendishly clever crossword mystery series Playboy Thompson C. Briephs has just
been found strangled in his bed. The police believe the Newcastle Herald crossword editor, a scion
of a blue-blooded New England family, died from kinky sex gone wrong. But cop-turned–private
investigator Rosco Polycrates thinks there’s a six-letter word for what happened. Enlisting the help
of Annabelle Graham, the crossword editor for a rival paper, Rosco unearths a crazy quilt of suspects
who had it in for the victim—and one of them was blackmailing him. Belle is certain the answers lie
in Briephs’s twisty puzzlers. Now she and Rosco will have to employ some dazzling wordplay of their
own to stop a cunning killer from crossing paths with another victim. Readers will delight in solving
the crime, along with six crossword puzzles, which can be downloaded as PDFs, with answers in the
back of the book. The Crossword Murder is a book to be savored by mystery lovers and
crossword-puzzle enthusiasts alike. The Crossword Murder is the 1st book in the Crossword
Mysteries, but you may enjoy reading the series in any order.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Crossword Puzzle Dictionary Langenscheidt Publishers,
Langenscheidt Publishers Staff, 1998 Langenscheidt Pockets are the best value in the business.
Value priced, durable, and easily portable, Pockets come in a full range of languages. Select from
our best-selling line of bilingual dictionaries, plus a growing assortment of English language
reference titles and foreign language grammar guides.Don't trust the tip of your tongue for
providing you with the right word. That's what our Pockets are for. Portable and perdurable, our
Pocket series is an ideal quick, convenient reference for writers, students, businesspeople... anyone
who just needs the right word at the right period... moment... uh, time. Poetry, prose, or a nine-letter
pizza topping... when you're looking for a word, pull it out of one of our Pockets.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Simon and Schuster Crossword Puzzle Book John M.
Samson, 2007-10 Across or Down, the Best Crosswords Around! In 1924, Simon & Schuster
published its first title, The Cross Word Puzzle Book, Not only was it this new publisher's first
release, it was the first collection of crossword puzzles ever printed. Today, more than eighty years
later, the legendary Simon & Schuster Crossword Puzzle Book series maintains its status as the
standard-bearer for cruciverbal excellence. This series continues to provide the freshest and most
original puzzles on the market. Created by the best contemporary constructors - and edited by top
puzzle master John M. Samson - these Sunday-sized brain breakers offer hours of stimulation for
solvers of every level. Look for more puzzles in the new series, Simon & Schuster Mega Crossword
Puzzle Books, available in 2008!
  crossword clue figure of speech: Pansegrouw's Crossword Dictionary Louisa Pansegrouw,
1994-10-04 With over 90 000 entries in alphabetical order, this crossword dictionary is a
comprehensive yet easy to use reference with material from a wide range of sources.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Webster's New Explorer Crossword Puzzle Dictionary



Merriam-Webster, Inc, 1999
  crossword clue figure of speech: Spy , 1988-06 Smart. Funny. Fearless.It's pretty safe to say
that Spy was the most influential magazine of the 1980s. It might have remade New York's cultural
landscape; it definitely changed the whole tone of magazine journalism. It was cruel, brilliant,
beautifully written and perfectly designed, and feared by all. There's no magazine I know of that's so
continually referenced, held up as a benchmark, and whose demise is so lamented --Dave Eggers. It's
a piece of garbage --Donald Trump.
  crossword clue figure of speech: The English Language David Crystal, 2002-03-28 This is
the definitive survey of the English language - in all its forms. Crystal writes accessibly about the
structure of the language, the uses of English throughout the world and finally he gives a brief
history of English. The book has been fully revised and there is a fascinating new chapter on 'The
effect of technology' on the English language. 'Illuminating guided tour of our common treasure by
one of its most lucid and sensible professionals' The Times 'A splendid blend of erudition and
entertainment' THES
  crossword clue figure of speech: Don't Let Cryptic Crossword Clues Fool You John P.Stewart,
2013-07-01 Cryptic crosswords are fun but most people are scared of them. The general opinion is
Oh, they are too hard. Nothing could be further from the truth; once you learn the tricks they are
essentially easier to do than the simple daily crosswords you struggle with every day in your daily
newspaper. You don't have to be a university graduate. A second grader can handle cryptic-solving
with the proper guidance. You can too, just by following the lessons in this book. Cryptic crosswords
are addictive. Once you become interested in them you are hooked. Alcohol, drugs and tobacco are
also addictive but these metaphorically fry your brain and destroy your health. A cryptic crossword
addiction is good for you. It stimulates your thoughts, sharpens your memory and keeps your mind
active. It opens up mental doors to greater understanding of the written text and keeps you mentally
alert well into the declining years of old age. Scientists agree that an old mind can learn new tricks
and perform intriguing tasks as well as a young mind. Studies have shown that people who remain
mentally active reading, writing and doing crossword puzzles tend to stay sharper longer and are
less likely to get dementia than people who are less mentally active. A cryptic crossword is actually a
simple puzzle set in code or in a form that seems complicated to the straightforward reader.
Basically it is a skillful form of wordplay. The coded portion of the clue normally confirms the answer
and makes it easier to solve for the connoisseur [you, when you complete all the lessons in this
book]. Other E-Books by this author Sex and Hanky-Panky in the Old Folk's Home The 80 Year Old
Virgin from Outer Space Loving words inspire inner peace When the tax man shows up at your door;
counter attack. Tight fisted Business Ideas
  crossword clue figure of speech: Weekly World News , 2007-04-02 Rooted in the creative
success of over 30 years of supermarket tabloid publishing, the Weekly World News has been the
world's only reliable news source since 1979. The online hub www.weeklyworldnews.com is a
leading entertainment news site.
  crossword clue figure of speech: The New York Times Tame Crosswords The New York
Times, 2009-03-03 Finally a crossword omnibus that packs hours of easy puzzling fun into a portable
package. * 150 fun and easy New York Times crosswords * Fun for solvers of all skill levels * Edited
by Will Shortz
  crossword clue figure of speech: Simon & Schuster Super Crossword Puzzle Dictionary
And Reference Book Lark Productions LLC, 1999-04-05 The crossword companion with a
contemporary edge: a hip, one-of-a-kind reference that offers up-to-date terms, names in the news,
facts about pop culture, and other tidbits that comprise most puzzles today.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Consequences Rob Horton, 2007-12-18 Oil - the biggest
problem facing the developed world. But no one implements a solution. When a young woman in
Vietnam embarks on her first tentative communication with the outside world, she sets off a chain of
unanticipated events. Neither she, nor any of her new contacts, can possibly realize where their
initially innocent internet chats will lead. The results of their actions will change the world forever



and expose them to mortal danger.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Homes and Gardens ... , 1929
  crossword clue figure of speech: Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies Denise
Sutherland, 2012-06-13 The cryptic crossword world...explained Even expert crossword-solvers
struggle with cryptics. The clues can often seem nonsensical, mysterious and infuriating, but finally
cracking them is immensely satisfying. Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies is designed to help
even the most casual crossword lover master these mental feats of gymnastics. Packed with clear
explanations, helpful hints, and practice crosswords, the book explains how to approach these
problems in a clear and logical manner, providing hints on identifying the different kinds of clues
and tips on how to solve them. Using worked examples and clear explanations, the book guides the
reader through the common and not-so-common clues that can be used to decipher even the most
confusing cryptics, and includes practice puzzles to put your new skills to the test. Introduces and
explains cryptic crosswords, from the (relatively) simple to the advanced Illustrates the top tips,
tricks, and clues to cracking any cryptic through worked examples Covers both Commonwealth and
U.S.-style cryptics, and explains the subtle differences between them Provides plenty of practice
crosswords for all levels of difficulty Cryptic crosswords have emerged as one of today's most
popular brainteasers, and Solving Cryptic Crosswords For Dummies is the one-stop resource for
becoming a puzzle pro.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Our Homes and Gardens , 1929
  crossword clue figure of speech: Easy Crosswords For Seniors For Dummies Timothy E.
Parker, 2010-10-22 An easy-to-do puzzle-packed guide tailored to the interests of the older
generation Are you over the age of 55? Looking for some great crossword puzzles? Better yet, how
about a collection of crosswords that is tailored to your interests? Look no further. This compilation
of challenging and entertaining crossword puzzles is perfect for you if you want to challenge your
brain, preserve mental fitness-or are just looking for some fun! It's a known fact that keeping the
mind active and healthy can reduce the risk of such conditions as dementia; plus, puzzles have been
proven to strengthen memory and mind function. Features 150 brand-new, easy crossword puzzles
created with your interests in mind Puzzles are presented in large print, oversized format Solving
puzzles helps you maintain an active and productive mind Puzzles are organized chronologically with
themes, including TV, special shapes, history, and music through the decades Includes a bonus Part
of Tens chapter with ten different types of puzzles such as word search, fill-in, cryptogram, and
others Have a great time and stimulate your brain at the same time with Easy Crosswords For
Seniors For Dummies!
  crossword clue figure of speech: The Merriam-Webster Crossword Puzzle Dictionary
Merriam-Webster, Inc, 1995 A comprehensive dictionary for crossword puzzle solvers that includes
more than 120 categorized word lists, alphabetical listing of entries, listing by the number of letters
in the word, and a wide range of other useful information.
  crossword clue figure of speech: Reading and All That Jazz Peter Mather, Rita McCarthy,
2006-06-02 Designed to help students become jazzed about reading, this
introductory-to-intermediate reading text provides motivating and engaging readings selected to
grab the reader's attention. Reading and All That Jazz, Third Edition, also features clear explanations
and a wide variety of well-developed practice exercises designed to provoke genuine thinking,
interpretation, and even some improvisation on the part of the student and the instructor. The theme
of jazz encourages a positive, exciting, personally involved approach to reading and learning.
  crossword clue figure of speech: McDougal, Littell Wordskills James E. Coomber, 1991
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