
crow wing county historical society
crow wing county historical society is a vital organization dedicated to preserving and promoting
the rich historical heritage of Crow Wing County, Minnesota. This society serves as a hub for
historians, researchers, and community members interested in the county’s past, offering extensive
archives, exhibits, and educational programs. Through its efforts, the Crow Wing County Historical
Society ensures that the cultural, social, and economic history of the area is documented and
accessible for future generations. The society’s collections include photographs, manuscripts,
artifacts, and oral histories that chronicle the development of Crow Wing County from its earliest days
to the present. Visitors and members alike can benefit from the society’s commitment to historical
preservation and public education. This article explores the Crow Wing County Historical Society’s
history, its collections and exhibits, educational initiatives, and ways the public can engage with this
important institution.
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History of the Crow Wing County Historical Society
The Crow Wing County Historical Society was established to safeguard the heritage of Crow Wing
County, which has a rich history shaped by Native American cultures, early European settlers, and
significant developments in transportation and industry. Founded in the mid-20th century, the society
has grown steadily in scope and resources, becoming a respected institution for historical research
and preservation. Its founders recognized the need to collect and protect artifacts, documents, and
stories that might otherwise be lost over time. Since its inception, the society has played a crucial role
in documenting the county’s evolution, from the logging era to the rise of tourism around the lakes
and natural landscapes.

Founding and Early Years
The Crow Wing County Historical Society began as a grassroots effort by local historians and
community leaders passionate about preserving their heritage. Early activities included collecting
photographs, newspapers, and personal accounts that reflected the county’s diverse history. Over
time, the society established formal archives and began curating public exhibits to share local history
with a broader audience. The organization also developed partnerships with schools and civic groups
to promote historical awareness.



Development and Growth
Throughout the decades, the society expanded its collections and improved its facilities to better
serve researchers and visitors. It began hosting lectures, workshops, and special events that
highlighted various aspects of Crow Wing County’s past. The growth of tourism in the region created
opportunities for the society to showcase the county’s historical significance to a wider audience.
Today, the Crow Wing County Historical Society continues to evolve, embracing digital technologies to
enhance access to its archives and engage with the community online.

Collections and Exhibits
The Crow Wing County Historical Society houses an extensive range of collections that provide a
comprehensive view of the county’s history. These collections include photographs, manuscripts,
maps, newspapers, and artifacts that document everyday life, industry, and cultural milestones. The
society’s exhibits are carefully curated to tell compelling stories about the people and events that
shaped Crow Wing County. Visitors can explore permanent and rotating exhibits that highlight key
themes such as Native American heritage, the logging industry, the railroad era, and local
government history.

Photographic Archives
The photographic collection is one of the society’s most valuable resources, containing thousands of
images dating back to the 19th century. These photographs capture the transformation of the
region’s landscape, urban development, and community life. Researchers and genealogists often
utilize these archives to trace family histories and understand historical contexts.

Artifacts and Memorabilia
Artifacts within the collections range from everyday household items to tools and equipment used in
logging and agriculture. These tangible objects provide insight into the lifestyles and work of Crow
Wing County’s residents across different time periods. The society also preserves memorabilia related
to local events, organizations, and notable individuals.

Exhibit Highlights

Native American Heritage and Culture

The Logging Industry and Its Impact

Historic Transportation: Railroads and Highways

Early Settlers and Community Development

Natural Environment and Conservation Efforts



Educational Programs and Community Engagement
Education and community involvement are central to the mission of the Crow Wing County Historical
Society. The organization offers a variety of programs designed to engage people of all ages with the
county’s history. These include school outreach initiatives, guided tours, lectures, and workshops that
emphasize historical research and preservation techniques. The society works closely with educators
to develop curriculum materials that enrich students’ understanding of local history.

School and Youth Programs
Targeted specifically at younger audiences, these programs provide interactive learning experiences
that connect students with Crow Wing County’s past. Activities may include hands-on artifact
handling, storytelling sessions, and field trips to historic sites. The goal is to foster an appreciation for
history and encourage youth participation in preservation efforts.

Public Lectures and Workshops
Throughout the year, the Crow Wing County Historical Society hosts lectures and workshops featuring
historians, authors, and experts on various topics related to regional history. These events are open
to the public and often cover recent research findings or special themes relevant to the community.

Community Events and Partnerships
The society actively partners with local organizations, libraries, and government agencies to sponsor
historical celebrations, heritage festivals, and commemorative events. These collaborative efforts help
raise awareness of the county’s rich history and strengthen community ties.

Facilities and Locations
The Crow Wing County Historical Society operates from a central facility that houses its archives,
exhibit spaces, and administrative offices. The building is designed to provide a welcoming
environment for visitors and researchers, with climate-controlled storage areas to preserve delicate
materials. The society’s location is accessible to the public and includes spaces for educational
programs and events.

Museum and Exhibit Space
The museum area showcases rotating and permanent exhibits that highlight different facets of Crow
Wing County’s history. The exhibits are thoughtfully arranged to educate visitors and provide an
engaging experience. Interactive displays and multimedia presentations enhance the storytelling
process.



Research Library and Archives
For historians and genealogists, the society’s research library offers a wealth of primary sources and
reference materials. Staff and volunteers assist researchers in navigating collections, accessing
documents, and interpreting historical data. The archives contain unique records not available
elsewhere, making the facility an important resource for in-depth historical inquiry.

Historic Sites and Outdoor Spaces
In addition to the main facility, the Crow Wing County Historical Society manages or collaborates on
the preservation of several historic sites in the region. These outdoor spaces provide tangible
connections to the past and are frequently used for educational tours and community events.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities
Supporting the Crow Wing County Historical Society through membership or volunteer work is an
excellent way to contribute to the preservation of local history. Membership benefits often include
access to special events, newsletters, and discounts on programs. Volunteers play a critical role in
daily operations, from archiving and cataloging materials to assisting with public programs and
events.

Membership Benefits
Joining the society as a member helps sustain its mission and provides individuals with exclusive
opportunities to engage with history. Members receive regular updates about society activities,
invitations to members-only events, and priority registration for workshops and lectures.

Volunteer Roles
Volunteers are welcomed and trained to assist in a variety of capacities. Common roles include:

Archivist assistants helping with cataloging and preservation

Docents conducting tours and educational programs

Event coordinators supporting community outreach efforts

Researchers contributing to historical documentation projects

How to Get Involved
Individuals interested in supporting the Crow Wing County Historical Society can contact the
organization to learn about current needs and opportunities. Engagement can be tailored to fit



different interests and availability, making it accessible for people of all backgrounds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Crow Wing County Historical Society?
The Crow Wing County Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the
history and heritage of Crow Wing County, Minnesota.

Where is the Crow Wing County Historical Society located?
The Crow Wing County Historical Society is located in Brainerd, Minnesota.

What kind of exhibits can I see at the Crow Wing County
Historical Society?
Visitors can see exhibits related to local history, including pioneer life, Native American culture,
logging, and the development of Crow Wing County.

Does the Crow Wing County Historical Society offer
educational programs?
Yes, the society offers various educational programs, workshops, and events for students,
researchers, and the general public.

Can I access historical archives or genealogy resources at the
Crow Wing County Historical Society?
Yes, the historical society provides access to archives, historical documents, photographs, and
genealogy resources to assist with research.

Are there any annual events hosted by the Crow Wing County
Historical Society?
The society hosts annual events such as history fairs, heritage days, and special exhibits showcasing
local history and culture.

How can I become a member of the Crow Wing County
Historical Society?
You can become a member by visiting their website or contacting their office to sign up and support
their preservation efforts.



Is there an admission fee to visit the Crow Wing County
Historical Society museum?
Admission fees vary; some exhibits may be free while others require a small fee. It's best to check
their official website for current pricing.

Does the Crow Wing County Historical Society collaborate
with other organizations?
Yes, they often collaborate with local schools, libraries, and cultural organizations to promote
historical awareness and preservation.

How can I donate artifacts or historical items to the Crow
Wing County Historical Society?
You can contact the Crow Wing County Historical Society directly to discuss donating artifacts or
historical items for preservation and display.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of Crow Wing: A Journey Through Its Early Settlements
This book delves into the founding and development of Crow Wing County, exploring the lives of its
first settlers and the challenges they faced. Rich with archival photographs and firsthand accounts, it
paints a vivid picture of the county’s transformation from wilderness to thriving communities. Readers
will gain insight into the social, economic, and cultural factors that shaped the region.

2. Timber and Trade: The Logging Era in Crow Wing County
Focusing on the booming logging industry that defined much of Crow Wing County’s history, this book
examines the lives of loggers, mill workers, and their families. It highlights the technological
advancements and environmental impacts of the timber trade. The narrative also covers how logging
influenced the county’s economy and settlement patterns.

3. Native Roots: The Ojibwe People and Crow Wing County
This title explores the rich heritage and traditions of the Ojibwe people native to the Crow Wing area.
It discusses their cultural practices, treaties, and interactions with European settlers. The book
provides a thoughtful perspective on the ongoing significance of Ojibwe culture within the county.

4. Historic Landmarks of Crow Wing County
A comprehensive guide to the notable historic buildings, sites, and monuments in Crow Wing County.
This book offers detailed descriptions, historical context, and photographic documentation of
landmarks that have shaped the county’s identity. It serves as an essential resource for history
enthusiasts and visitors alike.

5. Railroads and Roads: Transportation’s Role in Crow Wing County Development
Examining the critical role that transportation infrastructure played in Crow Wing County’s growth,
this book traces the history of railroads, highways, and waterways. It highlights key projects and their
influence on commerce, migration, and urbanization. The book also includes maps and engineering
illustrations.



6. Voices from the Past: Oral Histories of Crow Wing County Residents
A collection of interviews and personal stories from longtime residents of Crow Wing County,
capturing diverse experiences across generations. This book preserves the voices that recount
everyday life, local traditions, and significant historical events. It offers readers a deeply personal
connection to the county’s past.

7. Agriculture and Industry: Crow Wing County’s Economic Evolution
This book charts the development of agriculture and industry in Crow Wing County, from early
farming practices to modern manufacturing. It explores how these sectors influenced the region’s
demographic and social changes. The narrative is supported by economic data, photographs, and
profiles of prominent local businesses.

8. Crow Wing County in the Great Depression
Detailing the impact of the Great Depression on Crow Wing County, this book examines economic
hardships, community responses, and recovery efforts. It offers stories of resilience and adaptation
among residents and local institutions. Archival materials and government records provide a thorough
overview of this challenging period.

9. Preserving the Past: The Crow Wing County Historical Society’s Legacy
This work highlights the founding, mission, and achievements of the Crow Wing County Historical
Society. It showcases the society’s role in preserving artifacts, documents, and stories that define the
county’s heritage. Readers will learn about key projects, exhibitions, and the ongoing importance of
historical preservation.
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States and Canada American Association for State and Local History, 2002 This multi-functional
reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and programs and
to contact those working in history across the country.
  crow wing county historical society: Minnesota Open House Krista Finstad Hanson,
2009-06-25 Duluth's majestic Glensheen Mansion, featuring thirty-nine ornate rooms and expansive
landscaped grounds. Minneapolis's stunning Purcell-Cutts House, a showplace of finely crafted
woodwork of Prairie School design. Stevens County's Trantow Log Cabin, built in the German style
with dovetailed log corners. Minnesota has a remarkable array of house museums, each with its own
unique history and architectural significance. Minnesota Open House features nearly two hundred of
these grand mansions, humble homes, log cabins, frontier forts, and pioneer villages that are open to
the public. Organized by region and featuring easy-to-follow maps, this handy guide to historically
significant and often breathtaking sites is the perfect road-trip companion. Engaging site histories
tell of immigrant struggles and baronial opulence, of political ambition and architectural innovation.
Entries detail each site's cultural and political import, and photographs illustrate key features, from
leaded-glass windows to widow's walks. Easy-to-follow practical information makes arranging a visit
easy. Whether planning family time on a Sunday afternoon or plotting your next vacation, Minnesota
Open House is your key to the grandiose and the humble, to meticulously crafted and hauntingly
rustic dwellings across the state.
  crow wing county historical society: Minnesota History Theodore Christian Blegen, Bertha
Lion Heilbron, 1928 Vol. 6 includes the 23d Biennial report of the Society, 1923/24, as an extra
number.
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Rea, 2019-04-23 Drives and tours in Minnesota for every season Travel from the Twin Cities into the
northernmost reaches of the state— the North Shore, Boundary Waters, and Canadian border— then
explore the scenic byways that follow the Mississippi, Minnesota, and St. Croix rivers, wander the
southern prairies, and meander through the lake districts. Included are details of lesser- traveled
roads and regions, sites to see, tours, parks and trails, and historical information. Each and every
drive also comes with a detailed map and itinerary, pricing and contact information for places to eat
and sleep, as well as gorgeous color photography. Drives include: • Minnesota River Valley • River
Bluffs and Amish Country • The Canadian Border: West to Roseau • America’s Little Sweden
  crow wing county historical society: Biennial Report of the Minnesota Historical
Society, of the Legislature of Minnesota , 1881
  crow wing county historical society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  crow wing county historical society: When Mortals Play God John Erickson, 2022-09-15
American history is full of examples of discrimination in all forms, but never before has the wreckage
from America’s infatuation with eugenics and its state-sanctioned policy of hate toward the mentally
ill been put in such personal terms. In this extraordinary debut book, Pulitzer Prize winning
journalist John Erickson answers the questions that have long haunted an immigrant family: Why
was a mother in her early twenties imprisoned and then sterilized? What caused her three children
to be taken from her and placed in an orphanage that later preyed on children? What led her oldest
son to commit an unspeakable act of violence? And, finally, whatever happened to her youngest son
who disappeared from her life and was never seen by the family again? This is a tragic story, yet
strangely an uplifting one. Because just as officials believed immorality and mental illness were as
genetically linked as eye and hair color, various family members would prove them wrong. In a story
that will make you seethe with anger and well with tears, When Mortals Play God shows how
valuable life is, and how grit and determination can sometimes relegate evil and injustice to a back



seat.
  crow wing county historical society: Brainerd Shop Dogs: A History of Northern Pacific
Railroad Workers Robert Roscoe, 2023 An amazing piece of Brainerd's proud past For over eighty
years, the Northern Pacific Railroad Shops was the largest employer in the Brainerd area. After the
Depression, the NP provided steady jobs for Brainerd railroad workers, whose paychecks
contributed to the growth of Brainerd. The NP Shops built freight cars and conducted maintenance
and disassembly of the NP's rolling stock. The workforce of several trades called themselves shop
dogs. Shop dogs built a workplace culture with its own jokes, stories, ethics, and nicknames - an
unintended circumstance could result in a nickname, such as Scoop Swanson or the Soo Line Bull,
that stuck to a shop dog for the rest of his life. After shop dogs retired and the NP shops closed,
their nicknames and stories live on. Author Bob Roscoe gathers the stories from this vital piece of
Brainerd history.
  crow wing county historical society: Minnesota Writers' Program of the Work Projects
Administration in the State of Minnesota, 1938
  crow wing county historical society: Chief Bender's Burden Tom Swift, 2008-01-01 The
greatest American Indian baseball player of all time, Charles Albert Bender, was, according to a
contemporary, the coolest pitcher in the game. Using a trademark delivery, an impressive
assortment of pitches that may have included the game s first slider, and an apparently unflappable
demeanor, he earned a reputation as baseball s great clutch pitcher during tight Deadball Era
pennant races and in front of boisterous World Series crowds. More remarkably yet, Chief Bender s
Hall of Fame career unfolded in the face of immeasurable prejudice. This skillfully told and complete
account of Bender s life is also a portrait of greatness of character maintained despite incredible
pressure of how a celebrated man thrived while carrying an untold weight on his shoulders. With a
journalist s eye for detail and a novelist s feel for storytelling, Tom Swift takes readers on Bender s
improbable journey from his early years on the White Earth Reservation, to his development at the
Carlisle Indian School, to his big break and eventual rise to the pinnacle of baseball. The story of a
paradoxical American sports hero, one who achieved a once-unfathomable celebrity while suffering
the harsh injustices of a racially intolerant world, Chief Bender s Burden is an eye-opening and
inspiring narrative of a unique American life.
  crow wing county historical society: Minnesota Historical Society Directory of Historical
Organizations Minnesota Historical Society. Field Services Department, 1980
  crow wing county historical society: Collections Minnesota Historical Society, 1876
  crow wing county historical society: The WPA Guide to Minnesota Federal Writers' Project,
2013-10-31 During the 1930s in the United States, the Works Progress Administration developed the
Federal Writers’ Project to support writers and artists while making a national effort to document
the country’s shared history and culture. The American Guide series consists of individual guides to
each of the states. Little-known authors—many of whom would later become celebrated literary
figures—were commissioned to write these important books. John Steinbeck, Saul Bellow, Zora
Neale Hurston, and Ralph Ellison are among the more than 6,000 writers, editors, historians, and
researchers who documented this celebration of local histories. Photographs, drawings, driving
tours, detailed descriptions of towns, and rich cultural details exhibit each state’s unique flavor. The
Land of Ten Thousand Lakes is well represented in this WPA Guide to Minnesota. From the Grand
Portage State Park to the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area, the reader is taken on a journey
through this Midwestern state as it was in the early 20th century. In total, it profiles 47 cities and
towns but emphasizes outdoor recreation, which is significant in the North Star State.
  crow wing county historical society: Thunder on Bataan Donald L Caldwell, 2023-06-14 “An
incisive, readable account of a group of National Guard tankers who fought in the Philippines in the
opening phase of America’s war in the Pacific.” —Robert S. Cameron, Ph.D., military historian and
author of Mobility, Shock, and Firepower: The Emergence of the U.S. Army’s Armor Branch,
1917-1945 The American Provisional Tank Group had been in the Philippines only three weeks when
the Japanese attacked the islands hours after the raid on Pearl Harbor. Sent north to meet the



Japanese landings in Lingayen Gulf, the men of the PTG found themselves thrust into a critical role
when the Philippine Army could not hold back the Japanese. When General MacArthur ordered the
retreat to Bataan, the PTG proved itself indispensable. During early months of 1942, the light tanks
of the PTG patrolled Bataan’s beaches, encircling and destroying Japanese penetrations and small
amphibious landings. By April 1942, the situation had become untenable, and 15,000 Americans,
along with 60,000 Filipinos, surrendered in one of the worst defeats in U.S. military history. The
Provisional Tank Group ceased to exist, and its men endured the Bataan Death March, the torture
and starvation of POW camps, the hell ships that took them to Japan and Manchuria for slave labor,
and the Palawan massacre. In an evocatively written book, Donald L. Caldwell reveals the largely
ignored role of tanks in the Philippine campaign. Conducting impressive primary research to bring
to life the combat history of the PTG, Caldwell has dug deeper to tell the stories of soldiers from
each of the group’s six companies, recounting their service from enlistment, training, and combat to
imprisonment, liberation, and return home. “Remarkable . . . [A] well-told history . . . highly
recommended.” —Jay A. Stout, LtCol (Ret), USMC, author of Air Apaches
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