
cross of gold political cartoon

cross of gold political cartoon represents a pivotal moment in American
political history, encapsulating the intense debate over monetary policy
during the late 19th century. This iconic image symbolizes the struggle
between advocates of the gold standard and proponents of bimetallism,
particularly the use of silver to back the U.S. currency. The cartoon emerged
alongside William Jennings Bryan’s renowned “Cross of Gold” speech at the
1896 Democratic National Convention, highlighting the economic tensions that
defined the era. Understanding the historical context, symbolism, and impact
of the cross of gold political cartoon provides valuable insight into the
political and economic climate of the United States during this
transformative period. This article explores the origins, symbolism, and
lasting legacy of the cross of gold political cartoon, detailing its role in
shaping public opinion and policy debates. Below is an overview of the main
topics covered in this article.

Historical Context of the Cross of Gold Political Cartoon

Symbolism and Imagery in the Cartoon

William Jennings Bryan and the Cross of Gold Speech

Impact on American Politics and Monetary Policy

Legacy and Modern Interpretations

Historical Context of the Cross of Gold
Political Cartoon

The cross of gold political cartoon was created during a period of
significant economic and political upheaval in the United States. The late
19th century was marked by debates over the nation’s monetary standard,
specifically whether to maintain the gold standard or to adopt bimetallism,
which included silver as a monetary metal alongside gold. This debate was
fueled by economic hardship affecting farmers, laborers, and debtors, who
favored inflationary policies that would be supported by silver coinage to
ease their financial burdens.

The Gold Standard vs. Bimetallism Debate

The gold standard, which backed currency exclusively with gold, was favored
by bankers and industrialists who sought stable and strong currency values.
Conversely, many farmers and populists argued for the free coinage of silver
at a ratio of 16:1 to gold, believing that increasing the money supply would
alleviate debt and stimulate economic growth. This conflict was central to
the politics of the 1890s and culminated in the 1896 presidential election,
which brought the issue to national prominence.



Economic Conditions Leading to the Cartoon

The economic depression that began in 1893 intensified the debate, as
deflation and financial distress hit the working and agricultural classes
hard. Unemployment rose, crop prices fell, and many Americans faced
foreclosure and poverty. These conditions fueled support for monetary reform
and set the stage for political figures to champion the cause of silver
coinage, culminating in the creation of the cross of gold political cartoon
as a visual representation of this contentious issue.

Symbolism and Imagery in the Cartoon

The cross of gold political cartoon employs powerful symbolism to convey the
perceived burden imposed by the gold standard on the common people. The
imagery draws heavily on religious iconography to dramatize the economic
struggle and evoke emotional responses from the audience.

Depiction of the Cross

In the cartoon, the figure representing the American worker or farmer is
shown crucified on a large golden cross, symbolizing the gold standard. This
visual metaphor equates the monetary policy with a form of suffering and
sacrifice, implying that adherence to gold is a form of economic crucifixion
for the common man. The use of a cross amplifies the message by invoking the
Christian symbolism of sacrifice and redemption.

Characters and Visual Elements

The cartoon typically includes various figures such as bankers,
industrialists, or politicians who are depicted as indifferent or triumphant,
standing off to the side or atop the cross. These elements highlight the
social and economic divide of the era, emphasizing the burden placed on
laborers and farmers while the elite benefit from the status quo. The stark
contrast between the suffering figure and the detached elites reinforces the
cartoon’s critique of monetary policy.

Golden cross as a symbol of the gold standard

Crucifixion imagery representing economic burden

Contrasting figures to depict social classes

Visual emphasis on suffering and sacrifice

William Jennings Bryan and the Cross of Gold
Speech

William Jennings Bryan’s 1896 “Cross of Gold” speech is inseparable from the
political cartoon, as both became powerful symbols of the free silver



movement. Bryan’s speech galvanized the Democratic Party and positioned him
as the champion of bimetallism and economic reform.

The Speech’s Key Arguments

In his speech delivered at the Democratic National Convention, Bryan argued
passionately against the gold standard, declaring, “You shall not crucify
mankind upon a cross of gold.” He advocated for the free coinage of silver to
inflate currency, relieve debt, and empower the working class. His oratory
skills and emotional appeal made this speech a defining moment in American
political history.

Connection to the Political Cartoon

The cross of gold political cartoon visually encapsulates the themes of
Bryan’s speech. It served as a propaganda tool to communicate the message to
a broader audience, many of whom were illiterate or less able to access
political speeches. Together, the speech and the cartoon reinforced the call
for monetary reform and helped rally support for the Democratic Party’s
platform in 1896.

Impact on American Politics and Monetary Policy

The cross of gold political cartoon had a significant influence on public
opinion and the political discourse surrounding monetary policy during the
late 19th century. It helped crystallize the debate and brought attention to
the economic struggles faced by many Americans.

Effect on the 1896 Presidential Election

Although William McKinley ultimately won the 1896 election, defeating Bryan,
the campaign centered on the monetary policy debate shaped the direction of
American politics for years to come. The cartoon and Bryan’s speech mobilized
populist and progressive movements that challenged established economic
interests and advocated for reforms.

Policy Developments Following the Debate

While the gold standard remained in place after the election, the free silver
movement influenced subsequent policies, including the eventual abandonment
of the gold standard during the Great Depression. The cross of gold political
cartoon remains a symbol of the struggle for economic justice and the
complexities of monetary policy in American history.

Legacy and Modern Interpretations

The cross of gold political cartoon continues to be studied as a significant
artifact in American political and economic history. Its powerful imagery and
connection to a critical moment in monetary policy debates make it relevant



for understanding historical and contemporary issues.

Historical Significance

Historians view the cartoon as a key example of how political art can
influence public sentiment and shape political campaigns. It demonstrates the
role of visual media in framing debates and rallying popular support for
economic causes. The cartoon is frequently cited in discussions of populism
and the politics of the Gilded Age.

Relevance to Contemporary Discussions

Modern commentators and political analysts sometimes draw parallels between
the economic struggles depicted in the cross of gold political cartoon and
current debates over monetary policy, debt, and economic inequality. The
cartoon’s enduring symbolism highlights the ongoing tensions between
financial elites and working-class interests in American society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Cross of Gold' political cartoon about?

The 'Cross of Gold' political cartoon illustrates the debate over monetary
policy in the late 19th century, particularly the support for bimetallism
(using both gold and silver as currency) against the gold standard,
highlighting William Jennings Bryan's famous speech advocating for silver to
help farmers and debtors.

Who created the 'Cross of Gold' political cartoon?

The 'Cross of Gold' political cartoon was created by various political
cartoonists in the 1890s, but one of the most notable versions was by
cartoonist Victor Gillam, published in Harper's Weekly, capturing the essence
of William Jennings Bryan's 1896 speech.

What historical event does the 'Cross of Gold'
political cartoon relate to?

The cartoon relates to the 1896 United States presidential election and the
monetary policy debate between the gold standard and free silver, centered
around William Jennings Bryan's 'Cross of Gold' speech at the Democratic
National Convention.

Why is the phrase 'Cross of Gold' significant in the
political cartoon?

The phrase 'Cross of Gold' is significant because it symbolizes the burden
that the gold standard imposed on farmers and working-class Americans, as
expressed in William Jennings Bryan's speech, where he argued that adhering
strictly to gold was like crucifying the economy and common people.



How did the 'Cross of Gold' political cartoon
influence public opinion?

The cartoon helped popularize the free silver movement by visually
dramatizing the struggle against the gold standard, making the complex
monetary debate more accessible and emotionally compelling to the public
during the 1896 election.

What symbols are commonly used in the 'Cross of Gold'
political cartoon?

Common symbols include William Jennings Bryan depicted as Christ on a cross
made of gold coins or bars, representing the gold standard, and imagery of
farmers or debtors suffering under the weight of gold, emphasizing the
economic hardship caused by the gold standard policy.

Additional Resources
1. The Cross of Gold Speech and Its Impact on American Politics
This book delves into William Jennings Bryan's famous Cross of Gold speech
delivered at the 1896 Democratic National Convention. It explores the
political and economic context of the late 19th century, focusing on the
debate over the gold standard versus bimetallism. The author analyzes how the
speech galvanized the Populist movement and reshaped American political
discourse.

2. Money, Politics, and Populism: The Cross of Gold Era
Providing a comprehensive overview of the monetary debates of the 1890s, this
book examines the rise of the Populist Party and the clash between agrarian
interests and industrial capitalists. It includes detailed discussions on the
symbolism behind the Cross of Gold political cartoon and its influence on
public opinion. The narrative illustrates how economic anxieties fueled
political realignments.

3. Visual Rhetoric in American Political Cartoons: The Cross of Gold
Phenomenon
This book focuses on the power of imagery in political communication, using
the Cross of Gold cartoon as a central case study. It analyzes the artistic
techniques and symbolic elements that made the cartoon a potent piece of
political commentary. The text also compares it with other influential
political cartoons of the Gilded Age.

4. William Jennings Bryan and the Fight for Free Silver
A detailed biography of William Jennings Bryan, highlighting his advocacy for
the free silver movement. The book contextualizes the Cross of Gold speech
within Bryan’s broader political career and examines how the political
cartoon helped cement his legacy. It also discusses the economic consequences
of the gold versus silver debate.

5. The Gilded Age and the Politics of Currency
This scholarly work investigates the economic turmoil of the Gilded Age,
emphasizing the contentious battles over currency standards. The Cross of
Gold political cartoon is analyzed as a symbol of the populist resistance
against the gold standard. The book offers insights into how monetary policy
debates shaped American political institutions.



6. Populism and Protest: The Cross of Gold and the 1896 Election
Focusing on the 1896 presidential election, this book explores how the Cross
of Gold speech and its associated imagery influenced voter behavior. It
provides a detailed account of the campaign strategies, media coverage, and
political alliances during a pivotal moment in American history. The author
argues that the cartoon encapsulated the era’s social and economic tensions.

7. Economic Symbolism in Political Art: From the Cross of Gold to Modern
Times
This book traces the use of economic symbols in political art, starting with
the Cross of Gold cartoon and extending to contemporary examples. It examines
how artists communicate complex financial issues to the public through visual
metaphors. The text highlights the enduring power of such symbols in shaping
political narratives.

8. The Silver Question: Debates Over Currency in 19th Century America
This historical study provides an in-depth look at the silver question,
detailing the arguments for and against bimetallism. It places the Cross of
Gold political cartoon within this broader debate, illustrating how imagery
was used to sway public opinion. The book also discusses the role of the
press and political parties in framing the issue.

9. Political Cartoons and the American Imagination: The Case of the Cross of
Gold
Exploring the cultural significance of political cartoons, this book focuses
on the Cross of Gold as a landmark example. It analyzes how the cartoon
reflected and influenced public attitudes toward economic policy and
political leadership. The author also considers the legacy of political
cartoons in American political culture.
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  cross of gold political cartoon: The Clash of Economic Ideas Lawrence H. White, 2012-04-09
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in economic policy. The treatment offers fresh perspectives on laissez faire, socialism and fascism;
the Roaring Twenties, business cycle theories and the Great Depression; Institutionalism and the
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interwar gold-exchange standard, the postwar Bretton Woods system and the Great Inflation; public
goods and public choice; free trade versus protectionism; and finally fiscal policy and public debt.
  cross of gold political cartoon: Get Real: With Your Investments PaulÂ A. Rogge,
2019-07-16 Throughout history, the world has often faced debt problems. What has changed in more
recent times are the tools we have developed to fight the negative effects of debt. This book explores
the investment implications of today's mounting global debt, given the new monetary tools at the
disposal of many central banks.
  cross of gold political cartoon: Scale E. Summerson Carr, Michael Lempert, 2016-08-18 A
free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open
Access publishing program for monographs. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Wherever we
turn, we see diverse things scaled for us, from cities to economies, from history to love. We know
scale by many names and through many familiar antinomies: local and global,micro and macroevents
to name a few. Even the most critical among us often proceed with our analysis as if such scales
were the ready-made platforms of social life, rather than asking how, why, and to what effect are
scalar distinctions forged in the first place. How do scalar distinctions help actors and analysts alike
make sense of and navigate their social worlds? What do these distinctions reveal and what do they
conceal? How are scales construed and what effects do they have on the way those who abide by
them think and act? This pathbreaking volume attends to the practical labor of scale-making and the
communicative practices this labor requires. From an ethnographic perspective, the authors
demonstrate that scale is practice and process before it becomes product, whether in the work of
projecting the commons, claiming access to the big picture, or scaling the seriousness of a crime.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Upswing Robert D. Putnam, 2020-10-13 From the author
of Bowling Alone and Our Kids, a “sweeping yet remarkably accessible” (The Wall Street Journal)
analysis that “offers superb, often counterintuitive insights” (The New York Times) to demonstrate
how we have gone from an individualistic “I” society to a more communitarian “We” society and then
back again, and how we can learn from that experience to become a stronger more unified nation.
Deep and accelerating inequality; unprecedented political polarization; vitriolic public discourse; a
fraying social fabric; public and private narcissism—Americans today seem to agree on only one
thing: This is the worst of times. But we’ve been here before. During the Gilded Age of the late
1800s, America was highly individualistic, starkly unequal, fiercely polarized, and deeply
fragmented, just as it is today. However as the twentieth century opened, America became—slowly,
unevenly, but steadily—more egalitarian, more cooperative, more generous; a society on the
upswing, more focused on our responsibilities to one another and less focused on our narrower
self-interest. Sometime during the 1960s, however, these trends reversed, leaving us in today’s
disarray. In a “magnificent and visionary book” (The New Republic) drawing on his inimitable
combination of statistical analysis and storytelling, Robert Putnam analyzes a remarkable confluence
of trends that brought us from an “I” society to a “We” society and then back again. He draws on
inspiring lessons for our time from an earlier era, when a dedicated group of reformers righted the
ship, putting us on a path to becoming a society once again based on community. This is Putnam’s
most “remarkable” (Science) work yet, a fitting capstone to a brilliant career.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Key to Understanding U. S. History and Government
James Killoran, Stuart Zimmer, Mark Jarrett, 2004
  cross of gold political cartoon: Presidential Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms
Robert North Roberts, Scott John Hammond, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2012-06-12 The book provides a
comprehensive discussion of the major issues and events surrounding all American presidential
elections, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaign of 2008. Presidential
Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms: The Complete Encyclopedia is an easy-to-use reference
work designed to encourage students and anyone interested in democratic politics to undertake a
greater understanding of this complex aspect of American political life. The three-volume work
covers each presidential campaign in depth, examining a large number of related issues ranging
from the use of social media in modern presidential campaigns to negative campaign ads and key



slogans used in every presidential campaign. Volume One contains entries offering specific and
focused information on issues, trends, factors, slogans, strategies, and other more detailed elements
of presidential campaigning from the first stirrings of the American democratic process to the first
decade of the 21st century. Volumes Two and Three provide chronological accounts of every
presidential campaign since the ratification of the Constitution through the campaign of 2008, with
Volume Two covering the campaign of 1788–89 to the campaign of 1908, and Volume Three covering
the campaign of 1912 to the campaign of 2008.
  cross of gold political cartoon: America's History, Combined Volume James A. Henretta,
Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital
themes: The seventh edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students
understand the ways in which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another.
Understand periodization: America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history
into distinct eras, introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect,
identify historical continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed:
America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what
they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Routledge Historical Atlas of Presidential Elections Yanek
Mieczkowski, 2013-12-16 First Published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  cross of gold political cartoon: America's History James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards,
Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital themes: The seventh
edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students understand the ways in
which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another. Understand periodization:
America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history into distinct eras,
introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect, identify historical
continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed: America's
History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what they've learned
and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Supreme Court and the American Elite, 1789-2008
Lucas A. Powe, Jr., 2009-04-17 In this engaging - and disturbing - book, a leading historian of the
Court reveals the close fit between its decisions and the nation's politics. Drawing on more than four
decades of thinking about the Supreme Court and its role in the American political system, this book
offers a new, clear, and troubling perspective on American jurisprudence, politics, and history.
  cross of gold political cartoon: Christ Killers Jeremy Cohen, 2007 In this first book to focus
on the myth that the Jews were responsible, directly and indirectly, for the death of Jesus Christ,
Cohen explores the fascinating career of this myth, as he tracks the image of the Jew as the
murderer of the messiah and God from its origins to its most recent expressions. 30 halftones.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Supreme Court and the American Elite, 1789–2020 Lucas
A. Powe, Jr., 2022-01-07 The Supreme Court and the American Elite, 1789–2020, Expanded Second
Edition is a history of the Court placed within the context of a broader history of the United States
and its politics. In contrast to a typical book on US history, where the Supreme Court appears, if at
all, as an interruption here and there, or, in a typical history of the Supreme Court, where political
events intrude occasionally, Lucas A. Powe, Jr., situates the Court and its work into a broad narrative
of American history. Powe places the Court within the context of history and the insights of political
science while remaining true to the ways the justices perceived their own work. Instead of viewing
the Court as a competitor with the other two branches of government (although occasionally it is),
Powe views it as a part of a ruling regime doing its part to implement the regime’s policies. Some of
its most historically controversial decisions are far less so when set within the politics of the time.
Justices are, after all, as subject to the same economic, social, and intellectual currents as other
upper-middle-class professional elites. The book’s dominant theme is that the Court is a majoritarian
institution—that is, it identifies with and serves ruling political coalitions. The justices are for the



most part in tune with their times. Relatedly, changes in personnel matter; a president able to
appoint several justices can, and does, change the direction of the Court. Thus, the Court and its
decisions have moved to the center of presidential politics. This new edition adds two chapters
detailing the history of the Court since 2008, including how the Court has changed election law, its
entrance into the healthcare controversies, expansion of LBGTQ rights, and the 2020 Census
controversies. The first new chapter looks at the centrist jurisprudence of Justice Anthony Kennedy
and his dominant presence as the decisive vote in a series of 5–4 decisions. The second looks at the
toxic partisan political climate in the aftermath of Justice Scalia’s death and Republican control of
the Court.
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Encyclopedia of the Spanish-American and
Philippine-American Wars Spencer C. Tucker, 2009-05-20 A comprehensive overview of the wars
that saw the United States emerge as a world power; one that had immense implications for
America, especially in Latin America and Asia. ABC-CLIO, acclaimed publisher of superior
references on the United States at war, revisits a pivotal moment in America's coming-of-age with
The Encyclopedia of the Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars: A Political, Social, and
Military History. Again under the direction of renowned scholar Spencer Tucker, the encyclopedia
covers the conflict between the United States and Spain with a depth and breadth no other
reference works can match. The encyclopedia offers two complete volumes of alphabetically
organized entries written by some of the world's foremost historians, covering everything from the
course of the wars to relevant economic, social, and cultural matters in the United States, Spain, and
other nations. Featuring a separate volume of primary-source documents and a wealth of images and
maps, the encyclopedia portrays the day-to-day drama and lasting legacy of the war like never
before, guiding readers through a seminal event in America's transition from the Gilded Age to the
Progressive Era.
  cross of gold political cartoon: Chicago's Great Fire Carl Smith, 2020-10-06 A definitive
chronicle of the 1871 Chicago Fire as remembered by those who experienced it—from the author of
Chicago and the American Literary Imagination. Over three days in October, 1871, much of Chicago,
Illinois, was destroyed by one of the most legendary urban fires in history. Incorporated as a city in
1837, Chicago had grown at a breathtaking pace in the intervening decades—and much of the
hastily-built city was made of wood. Starting in Catherine and Patrick O'Leary's barn, the Fire
quickly grew out of control, twice jumping branches of the Chicago River on its relentless path
through the city's three divisions. While the death toll was miraculously low, nearly a third of
Chicago residents were left homeless and more were instantly unemployed. This popular history of
the Great Chicago Fire approaches the subject through the memories of those who experienced it.
Chicago historian Carl Smith builds the story around memorable characters, both known to history
and unknown, including the likes of General Philip Sheridan and Robert Todd Lincoln. Smith
chronicles the city's rapid growth and its place in America's post-Civil War expansion. The dramatic
story of the fire—revealing human nature in all its guises—became one of equally remarkable
renewal, as Chicago quickly rose back up from the ashes thanks to local determination and the
world's generosity. As we approach the fire's 150th anniversary, Carl Smith's compelling narrative
at last gives this epic event its full and proper place in our national chronicle. The best book ever
written about the fire, a work of deep scholarship by Carl Smith that reads with the forceful
narrative of a fine novel. It puts the fire and its aftermath in historical, political and social context.
It's a revelatory pleasure to read. — Chicago Tribune
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Lion of Judah in the New World Theodore M. Vestal
Ph.D., 2011-02-02 This insightful book relates how Emperor Haile Selassie helped shape America's
image of Africa and how that image continues to evolve in the United States today. The Lion of Judah
in the New World: Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia and the Shaping of Americans' Attitudes
toward Africa tells the story of a dynamic ruler who influenced the perception of an entire continent.
Documenting the Emperor's state visits to North America, the book explores U.S. foreign policy
towards Ethiopia and Africa over two decades. At the same time, it seeks to understand why Haile



Selassie enjoyed such celebrity in the United States and how he became so important in determining
U.S. attitudes toward Africa. The book includes a brief biography of the Emperor and also explores
the geography and long, colorful history of Ethiopia. The tensions and contradictions that marked
Haile Selassie's life are highlighted in significant episodes that underscore his astute use of public
relations and personal diplomacy. His leadership of postcolonial Africa during the Cold War is
examined, as is his ultimate rejection by the United States in 1973 that marked the end of the
monarchy and ushered in the tragic fratricide of Ethiopian civil war.
  cross of gold political cartoon: American Presidential Campaigns and Elections William G.
Shade, Ballard C. Campbell, 2020-06-30 Presidential campaigns and elections provide the drama and
substance of America's democratic process. As democracy in action, they punctuate our nation's
history in precise intervals, capturing the issues, the ideas, and the mood of the nation every four
years. Every/campaign follows a similar format: candidates jockey for selection, nominations are
made, candidates and party leaders hit the trail, and voters render their decision on Election Day.
Yet despite this familiar process, every campaign is unique, featuring colorful personalities and
unexpected events. This fully illustrated reference is packed with facts and information on every
campaign from the election of 1788-89 through the hotly contested election of 2000. Each entry
traces in detail the background and results of the election, provides biographical information on
every presidential and vice-presidential candidate, and offers state-by-state tallies of every election.
The set also features hundreds of rarely seen documents associated with the campaigns.
  cross of gold political cartoon: 1865 TO THE PRESENT A UNITED STATES HISTORY FOR
HIGH SCHOOLS , 1865
  cross of gold political cartoon: The Era of Industrial Growth and Foreign Expansion
Kathy Sammis, 2000 Reproducible student activities cover colonial experiences, including
interaction with Native Americans, family and social life, the beginnings of slavery, and the seeds
democracy.
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