cu buffs quarterback history

cu buffs quarterback history has been marked by a rich tradition of talented and influential
players who have shaped the Colorado Buffaloes football program over the decades. From early
pioneers who set the foundation for the team’s offensive strategies to modern quarterbacks who
have achieved national recognition, the CU Buffs quarterback history is a testament to the evolution
of college football at the University of Colorado. This article explores the legacy of these athletes,
highlighting key figures, milestone achievements, and the impact they have made both on and off the
field. Understanding the CU Buffs quarterback history offers insight into the program’s competitive
spirit and its role in developing elite quarterbacks. This comprehensive overview also includes
notable statistics, memorable games, and how the quarterback position has evolved within the
team’s offensive schemes. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered
in this article.

e Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

e Golden Era and National Recognition

e Modern Era: Notable Quarterbacks and Achievements
e Statistical Leaders in CU Buffs Quarterback History

e The Evolution of the Quarterback Role at Colorado

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

The early years of the CU Buffs quarterback history date back to the early 20th century, when the
University of Colorado established its football program. During this period, quarterbacks were
primarily field generals who managed straightforward offensive plays, often emphasizing the
running game over passing. This era laid the groundwork for what would become a strong football
tradition at CU.

Key Figures in the Early Period

Several quarterbacks from the early years stood out for their leadership and skill, setting
performance benchmarks for future players. Although detailed statistical records are sparse, these
foundational quarterbacks were instrumental in shaping the Buffaloes’ early offensive identity and
contributed to the team’s growing regional prominence.

Offensive Style and Strategy

In the formative years, the quarterback position was less about passing and more about decision-
making and ball control. The offense relied heavily on a ground attack, and quarterbacks were



expected to be versatile athletes capable of running and occasionally throwing the ball. This
conservative approach defined much of CU’s early football philosophy.

Golden Era and National Recognition

The golden era of CU Buffs quarterback history is generally considered to be the 1950s through the
1990s, a period in which the program gained national attention and produced several standout
signal-callers. During this time, the Buffaloes competed at a high level in the Big Eight Conference
and later the Big 12, with quarterbacks becoming central figures in the team’s success.

Prominent Quarterbacks of the Period

This era featured notable quarterbacks who left a lasting legacy, including:

e Darryl Hawkins - Known for his dual-threat capabilities and leadership during the 1980s.
e Charles Johnson - Played a pivotal role in the late 1980s with strong passing skills.

e Sal Aunese - Remembered for his courage and talent, inspiring the team in the early 1980s.

These players helped elevate the CU Buffs’ profile and set records that stood for years.

Team Success and Bowl Appearances

During this golden era, the Buffaloes earned multiple bowl game appearances, with quarterbacks
often at the center of these victories. The success in postseason play helped cement the quarterback
position’s importance within the program and contributed to increased national recognition.

Modern Era: Notable Quarterbacks and Achievements

The modern era of CU Buffs quarterback history includes the late 1990s to the present day,
characterized by more dynamic offensive systems and quarterbacks with diverse skill sets. This
period has seen the Buffaloes adapt to evolving college football trends, including spread offenses
and increased passing emphasis.

High-Profile Quarterbacks in Recent Decades

Recent decades have produced quarterbacks who have made significant impacts both at CU and in
professional football. Some of the most notable include:

e Karl Dorrell - Transitioned into a coaching career after a solid collegiate quarterback tenure.

e Joel Klatt - Known for his accuracy and leadership in the mid-2000s, he set multiple school



records.

e Sefo Liufau - A dynamic dual-threat quarterback who rewrote many CU passing records in the
2010s.

e Steven Montez - Continued the trend of athletic and productive quarterback play into the late
2010s and early 2020s.

Impact on Offensive Philosophy

The modern quarterbacks at Colorado have reflected a shift toward more versatile and aggressive
offensive schemes. The increased use of spread formations and option plays has allowed
quarterbacks greater freedom to exploit defenses, contributing to more exciting and productive
offensive performances.

Statistical Leaders in CU Buffs Quarterback History

An important aspect of the CU Buffs quarterback history is the statistical achievements of its
players. These statistics highlight individual excellence and provide benchmarks for future
quarterbacks to aspire to.

Passing Yards and Touchdowns

The leaders in passing yards and touchdowns reflect the evolution of the passing game within the
program. Quarterbacks like Joel Klatt and Sefo Liufau rank prominently in these categories,
showcasing their ability to generate offense through the air.

Rushing Contributions

Some quarterbacks in CU history have also been notable for their rushing ability, contributing
significantly to the ground game. Dual-threat quarterbacks have added a dynamic element to the
Buffaloes’ offense, with rushing yards often complementing their passing statistics.

Notable Statistical Achievements

e Joel Klatt holds the record for most career passing yards in CU history.
e Sefo Liufau set single-season records for passing touchdowns and total offense.

e Several quarterbacks have earned conference honors and national recognition due to their
statistical dominance.



The Evolution of the Quarterback Role at Colorado

The quarterback position within the CU Buffs football program has undergone significant evolution,
mirroring broader trends in college football. This evolution reflects changes in offensive philosophy,
athleticism, and coaching styles over the decades.

From Traditional Field Generals to Dual-Threat Athletes

Initially, CU quarterbacks were primarily traditional pocket passers focused on managing the
offense and executing relatively simple plays. Over time, the emergence of dual-threat quarterbacks
who could both pass and rush effectively transformed the role, making it more dynamic and
versatile.

Influence of Coaching and Offensive Schemes

Coaching changes have had a direct impact on the quarterback position, with different coaches
implementing offensive systems that either emphasized passing, running, or balanced attacks. The
adaptability of CU quarterbacks to these schemes has been a key factor in the program’s offensive
success.

Recruitment and Development Trends

The history of CU Buffs quarterbacks also reflects evolving recruitment strategies, with a growing
emphasis on recruiting highly athletic and well-rounded players capable of executing complex
offensive strategies. Development programs at Colorado focus on refining quarterback mechanics,
decision-making, and leadership skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the most notable quarterback in Colorado Buffaloes
(CU Buffs) history?

Kordell Stewart is often regarded as one of the most notable quarterbacks in CU Buffs history,
known for his versatility and success during the mid-1990s.

Which CU Buffs quarterback holds the record for most passing
yards in a season?

KJ Carta-Samuels holds the record for most passing yards in a single season for the Colorado
Buffaloes, showcasing his strong arm and leadership.



Have any CU Buffs quarterbacks gone on to play in the NFL?

Yes, several CU Buffs quarterbacks, including Kordell Stewart and Sefo Liufau, have played in the
NFL, with Stewart having the most notable professional career.

When did the Colorado Buffaloes have their most successful
season with a standout quarterback?

The 1990s, particularly the 1995 season with Kordell Stewart as quarterback, were among the most
successful periods for the CU Buffs, culminating in high national rankings and bowl appearances.

Who was the starting quarterback for the CU Buffs during
their 1990 national championship contention?

In 1990, Darian Hagan was the starting quarterback for the Colorado Buffaloes and played a key
role in their national championship contention that season.

Additional Resources

1. Buffs at the Helm: The Legacy of Colorado Quarterbacks

This book explores the rich history of quarterbacks who have led the University of Colorado
Buffaloes football team. From early pioneers to recent stars, it highlights their achievements,
challenges, and impact on the program. Detailed player profiles and memorable game moments
provide an in-depth look at the evolution of the quarterback position at CU.

2. Rocky Mountain Signal Callers: CU’s Quarterback Traditions

Focusing on the traditions and playing styles of Colorado Buffaloes quarterbacks, this book delves
into the unique aspects that have defined the team's offensive leadership. It includes interviews with
former players and coaches, offering firsthand insights into what it means to be a Buffs quarterback.
The narrative also covers how the position has adapted to changing football eras.

3. Buffaloes' Backfield: A Quarterback’s Journey Through CU Football

This title chronicles the personal and athletic journeys of standout CU quarterbacks throughout the
decades. It emphasizes their development, key career milestones, and contributions to the Buffaloes'
successes. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the dedication and skill required to thrive in
Boulder’s competitive football environment.

4. Orange and Black Quarterbacks: The CU Buffs’ Signal Callers

Highlighting the quarterbacks who wore the iconic orange and black, this book celebrates the
players who shaped the offensive identity of the Buffaloes. It features game analyses, statistics, and
anecdotes that showcase their leadership on and off the field. The work also touches on the cultural
and community impact these athletes had during their time at CU.

5. From Boulder to the Big Leagues: CU Quarterbacks Making Their Mark

This book traces the paths of Colorado quarterbacks who advanced to professional football careers
after their time with the Buffaloes. It details their college achievements and how their CU
experiences prepared them for the NFL and other leagues. The narrative includes success stories
and challenges faced during the transition from college to pro football.



6. Buffs’ Playmakers: The Evolution of the Quarterback Position at CU

Examining strategic changes and coaching philosophies, this book offers an analysis of how the
quarterback role at Colorado has evolved over time. It discusses offensive schemes, training
methods, and the influence of notable coaches on shaping the Buffaloes’ quarterbacks. Readers gain
insight into the technical and tactical growth of the position within the CU program.

7. The Heart of the Offense: Legendary Colorado Quarterbacks

This collection celebrates the most iconic quarterbacks in Colorado Buffaloes history, spotlighting
their signature moments and leadership qualities. Through vivid storytelling and historical context,
the book brings to life the players who defined their eras. It also reflects on how these athletes
inspired teammates and fans alike.

8. Buffaloes’ Signal Strength: Quarterback Highlights and Records

Focusing on statistical achievements, this book compiles records, milestones, and standout
performances by CU quarterbacks. It includes detailed charts and commentary that illustrate the
significance of these accomplishments within the program’s history. The title serves as both a
reference and tribute to the Buffs’ offensive leaders.

9. Quarterback Chronicles: Inside the CU Buffaloes’ Offensive Legacy

Offering a behind-the-scenes look, this book shares stories from coaches, teammates, and
quarterbacks themselves about life in the CU football program. It covers the pressures, triumphs,
and camaraderie experienced by players at the quarterback position. The narrative provides a
comprehensive understanding of what it takes to lead the Buffaloes on the field.
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Bennie Owen laid the foundation for the Sooners to become one of the most respected teams on the
college football scene.Bud Wilkinson, Barry Switzer and Bob Stoops later directed the Sooners to
college football's elite prize. Wilkinson was a great teacher of the Split-T formation, which guided
the Sooners to three national championships, 72 consecutive conference games without a loss and a
major college winning streak -- a record that may never be broken. Switzer, a master recruiter,
implemented the Wishbone formation, which brought another three national titles and 12 conference
crowns to Norman. After the Sooner football program had dropped to mediocrity status, Stoops
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force carry them to victory when victory was not assured. Was it sleight of hand? Smoke and
mirrors? No, just pure talent and inspiration helped push the Sooners to the overwhelming tradition
the teams have displayed on the gridiron.

cu buffs quarterback history: Saturday Shrines Sporting News, 2005-08 College
football-that combination feast-party-competition-celebration-tent revival-has at its very core, The
Stadium. That's where the converted go to stock the passions that stir the soul-or, at the very least,
threaten the eardrum. The Sporting News' football experts select the 40 best stadiums in which to
watch-no, experience-college football. The stadiums were chosen based on their settings, their
structures, their fans, their mascots, the magnitude of the games played there, their marching
bands, their traditions. Vivid photos throughout the book give it a special ambience. See the Golden
Dome at Notre Dame, the Coliseum epistyle at Southern California, the orange-and-white
checkerboard end zones at Tennessee; walk between the hedges at Georgia, past Howard's Rock at
Clemson.Saturday Shrines will offer four regional cover options featuring the SEC/ACC (ISBN:
089204795X); Big Ten (ISBN: 0892048042); Big 12 (0892048069); and Pacific 10 (ISBN:
0892048069).

cu buffs quarterback history: Glory Colorado! William Eugene Davis, 2007

cu buffs quarterback history: Colorado James Whiteside, 1999 Shows how sports history can
illuminate the business, politics, class, race, gender, mores and values of a society. In pre-industrial
Colorado, sports and games in Indian villages and early mining towns were shaped by work,
community life, and even religion. As leisure time increased sport evolved into a more popular
recreational activity.

cu buffs quarterback history: Where Have You Gone? Texas A&M Rusty Burson, 2004 Many
Texas A&M fans can tell you exactly where they were when Branndon Stewart hit Sirr Parker for a
32-yard touchdown pass that stunned the college football world and propelled the Aggies to the
1998 Big 12 championship. In Texas A&M: Where Have You Gone? 31 former football greats at A&M
recall their fondest memories and finest moments in an Aggies uniform. Author Rusty Burson goes
one step further to deliver the rest of the story. He catches up with the former collegians and
describes how their experiences in Aggieland shaped their lives after their final down had been
played. As a bonus, Texas A&M: Where Have You Gone? also catches up with 10 non-football Aggies,
including one woman.

cu buffs quarterback history: Profiles of American / Canadian Sports Stadiums and Arenas
Gene W. Knupke, 2006-03-12 This book profiles histories of stadiums and arenas in America and
Canada. How they came about and how they became known. Great performances, upsets, anecdotes,
pageantry and traditions, all factors that glorifies these venues. Pageantry - Chief Osceloa
intimidates Florida State Seminoles foes with flaming spear. Great performances - Don Larsons
perfect no hit World Series conquest and UCLAs seven straight national basketball titles. Upsets -
Jets downing Baltimore in Super Bowl III. Anecdotes - wrong-way run in football, sex as the main
attraction and slinging octopus onto the rink. Statistics on 355 venues, 109 stories and 86
photographs makeup the book.

cu buffs quarterback history: University of Colorado Bulletin , 1960

cu buffs quarterback history: Football Superstars Album, 1998 Richard ]J. Brenner, 1998
Includes 16 full-page superstar posters, complete career stats, team and individual rankings, and
final 1997 NFL standings.

cu buffs quarterback history: A Chip Off the Old Buffalo Dick Taylor, 2010-09-01 Dick
Taylor lives in Mercer Island, WA where he and his wife Pat are recently retired. The home of 30
years also houses Cedric an English Cocker and two rescused kittens, Winston and Oliver.Pat has
her passion for watercolors and the grand- children. Dick shares the time and enjoyment of the
grandchildren but he has many more passions;at the top of the list is playing Saturday morning
soccer followed by breakfast with old friends which is interlaced with a discussion of politics.He
remains active with the CU’s Letterman’s Club which promotes the former athlete’s interests he
continues to travel at any opportunity and trys to keep his hand in developing new business



interests.He considers himself fortunate to be married to his childhood sweetheart from their
hometown of Pueblo, CO. He also feels blessed to have their two adult children, Mick and Shelly,
and their families live in the Seattle area where they have many opportunities to share time.

cu buffs quarterback history: ESPN College Football Encyclopedia Michael MacCambridge,
2005-09 The most comprehensive reference book ever assembled on the history of college football
From South Bend, Indiana, to Lincoln, Nebraska, Palo Alto, California, to Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, to Tallahassee, Florida, college football attracts the most dedicated fans in all
of sports. This book is their Biblea rich and exhaustive reference guide to the games history,
tradition, and lore. Based on three years of research by the nations foremost college football experts,
the book features: 1Capsule histories for each of the Division 1-A programs, the Ivy League schools,
and the historically black colleges |Year-by-year schedules and scores for each school IStatistical
leaders from each school IFight-song lyrics 1Box scores for every bowl game ever played IWeekly AP
and UPI polls dating back to 1936 1A four-color insert illustrating the evolution of each schools
helmet design 1Essays by the games top wordsmiths, including Dan Jenkins, Beano Cook, Chris
Fowler, and more. 1And a lively round-table discussion on the state of the game with ESPNs popular
GameDay team (Fowler, Lee Corso, and Kirk Herbstreit). Packed with tables and charts and
designed in an easy-to-read style, the ESPN College Football Encyclopedia is sure to dazzle even the
most knowledgeable fan.

cu buffs quarterback history: The Cumulative Book Index , 1973 A world list of books in
the English language.

cu buffs quarterback history: Road Trip Lisa Iannucci, 2020-03-10 This guidebook breaks
down--state by state-every place a sports fan will want to visit. Included are restaurants owned by
sports celebrities and new sites. Also features celebrity cruises with sports teams, birthplaces and
grave sites of star athletes, and more obscure museums--

cu buffs quarterback history: Forever Red Steve Smith, 2015-09-01 On any given workday,
any little thing might send Steve Smith’s thoughts spinning back to Saturday—last Saturday,
Saturday two weeks ago, Saturday two years ago, back into the thrilling minutiae of game day—until
reality reminds him: this is not how well-adjusted adults act. Steve Smith is not a well-adjusted adult.
He’s a Nebraska football fan, and this is his rollicking account of what it’s like to be one of those
legendary enthusiasts whose passion for the Cornhuskers is at once irresistible and hilarious. A
journey into an obsessed Nebraska fan’s soul, Forever Red immerses readers in the mad, mad world
of Husker football fandom—where wearing the scarlet-and-cream Huskers gear has its own peculiar
rules; where displaced followers act as the program’s ambassadors, finding Husker subculture
beyond the pale; and where the team’s performance can barely keep pace with its followers’
expectations but sometimes exceeds their wildest dreams. Revised, updated, and expanded from the
2005 edition, Smith’s story of thirty-plus years following the team takes readers back to memorable
game moments from 1980 up through the roller-coaster ride of recent years. Blending wit and
insight, Smith offers a window on the world to the uninitiated and the fellow fanatic alike where
fantasy and football meet, where dreams of glory and gritty gridiron realities forever join.
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cu buffs quarterback history: NFL Draft 2017 Nolan Nawrocki, 2017-04-01 Regarded in NFL
circles as one of the nation’s leading independent draft analysts, spending thousands of hours
evaluating talent each season, NolanNawrocki’s vast network of contacts allows him to gather
intelligence regarding NFL prospects that is unparalleled in the industry. His annual book contains
in-depth information on some 350 players eligible for the draft, with the history, strengths, and
weaknesses of each player clearly documented. Nawrocki also quotes other scouts on their opinions
of individual players and gives probable draft rounds in which they will be drafted and even some




teams they would fit best. He ranks the top ten players at each position on both offense and defense
and gives the latest measurables available from both the Combine and individual pro days. Nawrocki
led Pro Football Weekly’s draft coverage from 2003 to 2013, then independently took over the
writing and research on this book in the grand tradition of the iconic football analyst Joel
Buchsbaum.
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