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cs lewis the business of heaven explores the profound insights and
theological reflections of C.S. Lewis on the ultimate purpose of human
existence and the divine plan for eternity. This concept delves into Lewis's
understanding of heaven not just as a distant realm but as an active
engagement in God's eternal kingdom. Throughout his writings, Lewis
emphasizes the transformative journey of the soul and the spiritual
responsibilities that come with the promise of everlasting life. The
interplay between earthly vocation and heavenly destiny forms a critical
theme in his work, inviting believers to consider their lives within the
scope of divine business. This article examines the core aspects of C.S.
Lewis’s perspective on heaven, the nature of spiritual growth, and the
implications for Christian living. Topics include his theological framework,
literary expressions, and the practical dimensions of the “business of
heaven.” The following sections provide a detailed exploration of these
themes.

Theological Foundations of Lewis’s View on Heaven

Heaven as the Ultimate Purpose: Spiritual and Moral Dimensions

Literary Expression of Heaven in Lewis’s Works

The Practical Implications of the Business of Heaven

Legacy and Influence of Lewis’s Theology on Contemporary Thought

Theological Foundations of Lewis’s View on
Heaven
C.S. Lewis’s understanding of heaven is deeply rooted in Christian theology,
drawing heavily from biblical narratives and traditional Christian doctrines.
He viewed heaven not merely as a place but as the fulfillment of God's
redemptive plan for humanity. According to Lewis, heaven represents the
ultimate communion with God, a state of perfect joy and eternal life. His
theological framework emphasizes the transformation of the human soul through
divine grace, preparing believers to participate in the “business of heaven.”
This foundation shapes his portrayal of heaven as both a goal and an ongoing
process in the believer’s journey.



Concept of Eternal Life and Communion with God
Lewis highlights eternal life as the essence of heaven, defined by unbroken
fellowship with God. He stresses that this communion transcends temporal
existence and involves a profound spiritual transformation. In his view,
eternal life is not an abstract concept but an experiential reality that
begins in the present and culminates in the afterlife. This perspective
challenges purely materialistic or secular interpretations of existence,
positioning heaven as the ultimate destination for the soul.

Role of Grace and Redemption
The business of heaven according to Lewis requires redemption through divine
grace. He articulates that human beings are incapable of reaching heaven by
their own efforts but must rely on God's mercy. This theological stance
highlights the necessity of faith and repentance as gateways to the heavenly
realm. Grace is depicted not only as forgiveness but as the power to
transform and sanctify the individual, enabling participation in God’s
eternal kingdom.

Heaven as the Ultimate Purpose: Spiritual and
Moral Dimensions
For C.S. Lewis, the concept of heaven extends beyond a future hope to
encompass a present moral and spiritual reality. He argues that living with
heaven in view shapes the believer's ethical decisions and character
development. The “business of heaven” involves cultivating virtues, engaging
in spiritual disciplines, and aligning one’s life with divine will. This
section explores how Lewis links heavenly purpose with earthly conduct and
spiritual maturity.

Virtue and Character Formation
Lewis insists that the pursuit of heaven necessitates the growth of virtue,
such as humility, love, and courage. He believed that these qualities are
essential for the soul’s readiness to enter and thrive in heaven. In his
writings, character formation is a continuous process that reflects the
soul’s preparation for eternal life. This moral dimension underscores the
practical seriousness of the business of heaven as a lifelong endeavor.

Spiritual Disciplines and Practices
Engagement in prayer, worship, and scripture study are integral to Lewis’s
vision of heavenly preparation. He emphasizes that these disciplines
cultivate a closer relationship with God and foster spiritual awareness. Such



practices are not ends in themselves but means to deepen the soul’s
participation in the divine life. The regular commitment to spiritual
routines supports the believer’s journey toward the ultimate purpose of
heaven.

Literary Expression of Heaven in Lewis’s Works
C.S. Lewis employs rich literary imagery and allegory to communicate his
ideas about heaven and the spiritual realm. His fictional works, particularly
the Chronicles of Narnia and The Great Divorce, offer vivid depictions of the
afterlife and the moral challenges faced by souls. Through narrative and
symbolism, Lewis makes the abstract concept of heaven accessible and
compelling to a broad audience. This section examines how his storytelling
complements his theological insights.

The Chronicles of Narnia: Symbolism and Allegory
In the Narnia series, Lewis portrays heaven through symbolic landscapes and
characters that embody spiritual truths. The land of Narnia itself often
serves as a metaphor for the soul’s journey toward divine reality. Elements
such as Aslan, the lion, represent Christ and the power of redemption. These
allegories invite readers to reflect on the nature of heaven and the
spiritual business that leads to it.

The Great Divorce: A Vision of Choice and
Consequence
The Great Divorce presents a fictionalized account of souls choosing between
heaven and hell, illustrating Lewis’s belief in free will and moral
responsibility. This narrative emphasizes the ongoing nature of the business
of heaven as a personal and communal engagement. The story challenges readers
to consider the consequences of their spiritual choices and the
transformative potential of divine grace.

The Practical Implications of the Business of
Heaven
The notion of “the business of heaven” has significant practical implications
for Christian living. Lewis advocates that believers live with
intentionality, recognizing their earthly lives as preparation for eternal
service in God’s kingdom. This perspective impacts ethics, community life,
and personal vocation. The following subtopics outline how Lewis’s ideas
translate into actionable principles.



Living with Eternal Perspective
Lewis encourages believers to adopt an eternal perspective that transcends
immediate concerns. This mindset fosters hope and perseverance amid trials,
as well as a commitment to justice and mercy. Viewing life as part of the
business of heaven inspires a higher standard of conduct and a sense of
divine mission.

Engagement in Community and Service
The business of heaven involves active participation in the Christian
community and service to others. Lewis underscores the importance of love and
fellowship as reflections of heavenly reality. Acts of kindness, charity, and
worship are seen as expressions of the soul’s alignment with God’s purposes.

Personal Vocation and Divine Calling
Lewis also highlights the significance of recognizing and fulfilling one’s
unique calling as part of the business of heaven. Whether through
professional work, family life, or ministry, each believer contributes to the
expansion of God’s kingdom. This vocational dimension integrates faith with
daily responsibilities and aspirations.

Maintain a consistent prayer life and spiritual discipline.1.

Develop virtues such as humility, patience, and charity.2.

Engage actively in church and community service.3.

Approach life decisions with eternal purpose in mind.4.

Embrace the transformative power of grace and redemption.5.

Legacy and Influence of Lewis’s Theology on
Contemporary Thought
The impact of C.S. Lewis’s reflections on heaven and the business of heaven
continues to resonate in modern theological and literary circles. His ability
to blend intellectual rigor with imaginative storytelling has inspired
generations of readers and scholars. This section explores the enduring
relevance of Lewis’s ideas and their influence on contemporary Christian
thought and popular culture.



Influence on Modern Christian Theology
Lewis’s integration of reason, faith, and imagination offers valuable
contributions to contemporary theology. His articulation of heaven as both a
destination and a dynamic process has enriched discussions on eschatology and
spiritual formation. Many theologians reference Lewis when addressing the
relationship between earthly life and eternal destiny.

Cultural and Literary Legacy
Beyond theology, Lewis’s portrayal of heaven has influenced literature, film,
and popular media. His works continue to be studied for their profound
spiritual insights and artistic merit. The business of heaven as a theme
remains a powerful motif in Christian apologetics and devotional literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Business of Heaven' by C.S. Lewis
about?
'The Business of Heaven' is a collection of unpublished letters and essays by
C.S. Lewis that explore themes of spirituality, faith, and the practical
aspects of living a Christian life.

When was 'The Business of Heaven' by C.S. Lewis
published?
'The Business of Heaven' was published posthumously, with its first edition
released in 2009, compiling Lewis's previously unpublished writings.

What themes does C.S. Lewis address in 'The Business
of Heaven'?
In 'The Business of Heaven,' Lewis addresses themes such as the nature of
heaven and hell, the role of angels, Christian hope, and the everyday
practice of faith.

How does 'The Business of Heaven' differ from C.S.
Lewis's other works?
'The Business of Heaven' differs from Lewis's more famous works by focusing
on personal letters and essays that provide intimate insight into his
thoughts on spirituality rather than fictional narratives or formal
theological treatises.



Is 'The Business of Heaven' suitable for readers new
to C.S. Lewis's work?
Yes, 'The Business of Heaven' can be appreciated by new readers interested in
Christian spirituality, though familiarity with Lewis's style may enhance
understanding of his nuanced reflections.

Where can I find 'The Business of Heaven' by C.S.
Lewis?
'The Business of Heaven' is available for purchase at major bookstores,
online retailers like Amazon, and may also be found in libraries or digital
book platforms.

Additional Resources
1. The Problem of Pain by C.S. Lewis
In this profound work, C.S. Lewis tackles one of the most difficult questions
of faith: why a good and loving God allows suffering. He explores the nature
of pain, its purpose, and how it fits into the divine plan. The book offers
comfort and insight for those struggling with hardship, grounded firmly in
Lewis's Christian worldview.

2. Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
A classic introduction to Christian beliefs, "Mere Christianity" presents
Lewis's logical and accessible arguments for the faith. Drawing from his
radio broadcasts during World War II, the book covers topics such as
morality, theology, and the nature of God. It remains one of the most
influential Christian apologetics books ever written.

3. The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis
This imaginative and allegorical tale explores the afterlife, depicting a bus
ride from a grey town (a version of Hell) to a beautiful, solid country
(Heaven). Lewis uses this journey to delve into themes of choice, redemption,
and the nature of eternal life. The book challenges readers to consider the
consequences of their spiritual decisions.

4. The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis
Presented as a series of letters from a senior demon, Screwtape, to his
nephew Wormwood, this satirical book offers insights into temptation, sin,
and spiritual warfare. Lewis creatively exposes human weaknesses and the
subtle tactics of evil. It’s both a gripping narrative and a deep theological
reflection.

5. The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses by C.S. Lewis
This collection of essays and sermons reveals Lewis’s thoughts on Christian
hope, glory, and the eternal significance of human life. The titular essay,
"The Weight of Glory," challenges readers to reconsider their understanding



of joy and desire. Overall, the book is a rich source of inspiration for
believers seeking a deeper spiritual life.

6. The Business of Heaven: Daily Readings on the Kingdom of God by C.S. Lewis
A compilation of Lewis’s reflections on the nature of the Kingdom of God,
this book encourages readers to see everyday life in the light of divine
purpose. It offers practical and theological insights into living out
Christian faith with joy and seriousness. Each reading invites contemplation
on how heaven impacts daily decisions.

7. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis
Though primarily a children’s fantasy, this beloved novel is rich with
Christian symbolism and themes of sacrifice, redemption, and resurrection.
The story of the Pevensie children’s journey to Narnia serves as a powerful
metaphor for spiritual truths. It’s an imaginative gateway into Lewis’s
broader theological vision.

8. God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics by C.S. Lewis
This collection features Lewis’s sharp and witty essays addressing common
objections to Christianity and moral philosophy. He defends the rationality
of faith and explores ethical dilemmas with clarity. The book is ideal for
readers interested in the intellectual foundations of Lewis’s thought.

9. Surprised by Joy: The Shape of My Early Life by C.S. Lewis
An autobiographical work, this book traces Lewis’s journey from skepticism
and atheism to faith. He describes his experiences of "joy" as a profound
spiritual longing that ultimately led him to Christianity. It provides
personal context for understanding Lewis’s theological writings, including
"The Business of Heaven."
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  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Business of Heaven C. S. Lewis, 2017-02-14 A
repackaged edition of Lewis’s classic reading collection—reminiscent of the bestselling A Year with
C. S. Lewis—featuring 365 selections from his writings that explore our connection to God. C. S.
Lewis, author of Mere Christianity, The Screwtape Letters, The Great Divorce, The Chronicles of
Narnia, and many other beloved classics, considers humankind’s spiritual journey in this collection
of wise, meditative excerpts and writings. In these daily reflections, the great British writer, scholar,
lay theologian, broadcaster, and Christian apologist, explores a range of connected themes,
including the serious business of heaven, Nearness to God, Heaven and Sexuality, and Two Kinds of
Good and Bad.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Business of Heaven Clive Staples Lewis, 1991
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  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Business of Heaven Clive Staples Lewis, Walter Hooper,
1984 Selections from the writings of C.S. Lewis provide meditations for each day of the year,
including special religious holidays.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Believe and Rejoice James P. Gills, 2007-04-30 Follow a
path of disovery toward the realization that only a relinquished life can find true happiness in Christ.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Beloved Works of C.S. Lewis Clive Staples Lewis, 1998
The Beloved Works of C.S. Lewis includes Surprised By Joy, Reflections on the Pslams, The Four
Loves, and The Business of Heaven.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Fruit of the Spirit Thomas E. Trask, 2010-05-11 Nothing
Beats the Taste of Fresh FruitWould you like true fulfillment in your life? Health in your
relationships? Victory over anxiety and conflict? You can have them—if you let God’s Spirit grow his
fruit in your heart.In The Fruit of the Spirit, Tom Trask and Wayde Goodall take you for a close look
at love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, and the rest of the fruit of the Spirit. Here is a passionate and
illuminating look at what happens to your thoughts, emotions, and actions when you live each day in
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Drawing from the storehouse of God’s Word, Trask and
Goodall sow seeds of insight into your heart that both convict and encourage. They show how you
can cooperate with God’s work in your life. And they offer true-life examples of the difference you,
too, can make when you let the Holy Spirit reproduce the character of Jesus within you.Your witness
for Christ is as good as the fruit your relationship with him produces. The Fruit of the Spirit points
you toward a lifestyle that makes the Gospel you proclaim attractive to others because they can see
its results.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Power to Heal Angela Cooper, 2016-10-10 The Power to
Heal book is packed with scriptural strategies and power-packed prayers that will navigate the
reader on how to successfully reign over sickness. You will acquire the necessary tools to strengthen
your faith and shift your beliefs and prayer life to a higher dimension of prayer to achieve victory.
The Power to Heal book will demonstrate for you how to administer healing from the government of
heaven. You will learn, as a son of God, that you do not have to stand and pull down healing from
heaven. You administrate it from the realm of the spirit. This book will awaken to you the truth of
the administrative process that God has given to us, his sons. God wants his kingdom to be revealed
through our lives. A key foundation of the kingdom of God is having a life of integrity and maturity.
The kingdom is not about what you do for God; it is about who you are in God. As a son of God, it is
by birthright that you have the power to heal.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: A Field Guide to Narnia Colin Duriez, Brian Sibley,
2004-06-02 Are you traveling to Narnia? No matter if this is your first visit to C. S. Lewis's wonderful
fantasy world or if you've been there many times, you'll want to bring along this handy companion to
the landscape and inhabitants of Narnia, including an A-to-Z guide to characters, places, objects and
events. From Narnia expert Colin Duriez you'll learn Duriez also takes up some the sticky questions
that you may be left wondering about, such as the destiny of Susan. His book will help you dig
deeper into the series and its implications for understanding the Christian life.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Creation, Evolution, and the Handicapped: Pastor
Richard Luther Corwin, 2016-02-03 The author shows that evolution is not a logical theory. It is
self-contradicting, self-fulfilling, dogmatic, and simply “scientism” cloaked in the guise of a
first-century religion. The evolutionary hypothesis is detrimental to operational science, and only the
biblical worldview sustains the preconditions for intelligibility sufficient to sustain empirical science.
If evolutionary dogma is followed to its logical conclusion, it promotes a climate of death, a
devaluing of life, and is directly detrimental to the disabled and the handicapped. Link to Samaritan
Ministries: samaritanministries.org/blog/book-review-creation-evolution-and-the-handicapped
  cs lewis the business of heaven: This Way to Youth Ministry Duffy Robbins, 2004 Practical
applications, theological foundations, and valuable information for the student beginning a youth
ministry.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Westminster Collection of Christian Quotations Martin



H. Manser, 2001-01-01 This absorbing anthology includes insightful sayings from major figures in
Christian history, as well as from the Bible, making it an ideal companion for every stage of the
spiritual journey.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The God Who Rejoices Christian D. Kettler, 2010-06-01
How does one deal with despair? Are joy and despair irreconcilable? How does the joy and despair of
Jesus Christ relate to our joy and despair? Continuing to explore the implications of the vicarious
humanity of Christ as he did in The God Who Believes, Christian Kettler investigates the
christological implications of the all too human phenomenon of despair. All people experience the
pain of personal loss and lack, of the meaninglessness of existence. We also desire and covet joy, as
difficult as it is often to define or maintain. Jesus was both the man of sorrows and one who for the
joy set before him endured the cross (Heb 12:2). Can we think of the despair of Christ and the joy of
Christ as both being vicarious, in our place and on our behalf, and thus have a theological way to
possess joy in the midst of despair as well as to have a more robust theology of the atonement?
Drawing on wide-ranging resources from Augustine, Calvin, Karl Barth, and T. F. Torrance to Bob
Dylan, the fantasy writer Ray Bradbury, and Ed Wood, the director of Plan Nine from Outer Space,
Kettler seeks to bring Trinitarian and incarnational theology deep into our flesh, filled with real
despair and joy, and find that Jesus is there, with his own despair, there to lift us up with his own
joy.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Being at Work Lloyd E. Sandelands, 2014-04-10 What is it to
be truly human at work? Why do so many people today ache to be more human at work? In this
book, Lloyd E. Sandelands unites the metaphysics of Aristotle and Aquinas and the social teachings
of the Catholic Church to describe how business leaders can help people in their organizations
become more truly and fully human. Being at Work is a much-needed marriage of metaphysical
philosophy and managerial common sense.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Journey Through 1 & 2 Thessalonians Sim Kay Tee,
Doubt, sin, false teaching, and persecution—these were the main challenges that the infant
Thessalonian church struggled with, as do many churches today. Dig deep into Paul’s heartfelt
letters to the church, and you’ll find encouragement to persevere when times are tough. Discover
how you can lead a holy life, stand firm in the faith, and hold onto the right teaching as you wait for
Christ’s return. The Journey Through series from Our Daily Bread Ministries provides assistance to
those who desire to spend time with God in His Word, book by book. The explanatory notes will help
them discover the precious, life transforming wisdom of the Bible, inspiring them towards a closer
walk with God.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Heartstrings Vicki Reynolds Burlingame, 2024-07-30
Heartstrings is the third book in the series of Stories, Sayings, Sonnets, and Scriptures About Life. It
contains the aforementioned writings around the author's life experiences. They range from
humorous to inspirational to thought-provoking and are about topics to which people can relate to
their lives. These writings will entertain you, elicit emotions and inspire you to put your own
memories and experiences into stories.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Beloved Works of C.S. Lewis Clive Staples Lewis,
2004
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Guide to Middle Earth Colin Duriez, 2004-12-09 This
absorbing insight into the mind behind Middle-earth will introduce or remind readers of the
abundance that exists in Tolkien's thought and imagination. Interweaving sections explore The Lord
of the Rings and its history; the key themes, concepts and images in Tolkein's work; the people and
places in his life, and his other writings. At the heart of the book is an indispensible A-Z of
middle-earth, with detailed entries on Beings, Places, Things and Events.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Inspirational Writings of C.S. Lewis C. S. Lewis,
1994 Gold-stamped leatherette. 544 pp. 6 1/2 x 9 1/4. Orig. 4 vols. $46.80.
  cs lewis the business of heaven: Mastering the Art of Success Lawson Pilgrim, 2013-06-26
Mastering the Art of Success is a “Must Read!” In this easy read book compiled of 15 Highly



Successful Authors (including Peak Performance Coach Lawson Pilgrim, Chicken Soup for the Soul
Author Jack Canfield, and Motivational Speaker Les Brown), You will learn that Success just comes
from good old-fashioned hard work and being willing to pursue lifelong learning. In “Mastering the
Art of Success” - You will learn: The Secret is you, How to find a mentor and believe in your dreams,
How to gain prosperity through your personality, How to strategically plan for success, How to
stretch and push yourself to reach further, How to Power- up Peak Executive Performance, The
Business of Joy, The 3 P’s to Success, The Life you Deserve, Advice on Success, and much, much
more! You will find that “Mastering the Art of Success” will be a crucial addition needed for your
continuing educational library to help you start a New Chapter in your Life! Please Note: This Book
was specifically written for those Corporations, Companies, Hospitals, Organizations, School
Districts, Professionals, etc., who refuse to accept mediocrity as a way of life. And, for those whose
goal is to experience the Best that Life has to offer!
  cs lewis the business of heaven: The Emotions of God David T. Lamb, 2022-11-22 The God of
the Bible is emotional. But for some Christians, the idea of God experiencing deep emotions can be
confusing and problematic. In this rich study, Biblical scholar David Lamb examines seven divine
emotions, arguing for the goodness of God's emotions, so that we might better know and reflect the
beauty of emotion to the world.
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