CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY

CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY REFLECTS ONE OF THE MOST INTRIGUING AND COMPETITIVE RIVALRIES IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL. THIS
LONGSTANDING SERIES BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BUFFALOES AND THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS
HAS PRODUCED MEMORABLE MOMENTS, INTENSE BATTLES, AND SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS ON CONFERENCE STANDINGS AND
POSTSEASON OPPORTUNITIES. TRACING THE ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION OF THIS RIVALRY OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE BROADER
HISTORY OF COLLEGE ATHLETICS IN THE MIDWEST AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY GAMES,
CHANGES IN CONFERENCE AFFILIATIONS, COACHING LEGENDS, AND STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS THAT DEFINE THE CU VS NEBRASKA
HISTORY. UNDERSTANDING THIS RIVALRY PROVIDES A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR BOTH PROGRAMS’ TRADITIONS AND THE
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIR MATCHUPS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL EXPLORE THE EARLY YEARS, CONFERENCE
DYNAMICS, NOTABLE GAMES, PLAYER CONTRIBUTIONS, AND THE RIVALRY’S STATUS IN RECENT YEARS.
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EARLY YEARS oF THE CU vs NeBRASKA RIVALRY

THE CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY DATES BACK TO THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, WITH THE FIRST MEETING OCCURRING IN 1898.
DURING THESE FORMATIVE YEARS, BOTH PROGRAMS WERE ESTABLISHING THEIR IDENTITIES WITHIN COLLEGE FOOTBALL. THe
RIVALRY DEVELOPED GRADUALLY, FUELED BY GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY AND COMPETITIVE SPIRIT. EARLY ENCOUNTERS WERE
SPORADIC BUT LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A MORE CONSISTENT SERIES LATER IN THE CENTURY.

INITIAL MEETINGS AND OUTCOMES

THE INITIAL GAMES BETWEEN COLORADO AND NEBRASKA WERE MARKED BY NEBRASKA’S DOMINANCE, AS THE CORNHUSKERS \WERE
ALREADY AN ESTABLISHED PO\WERHOUSE. COLORADO, STILL DEVELOPING ITS FOOTBALL PROGRAM, STRUGGLED TO MATCH
NEBRASKA’S STRENGTH DURING THIS PERIOD. HO\X/EVER/ THE BUFFALOES SHOWED RESILIENCE, GRADUALLY IMPROVING THEIR
COMPETITIVENESS WITH EACH MATCHUP.

THe RivALRY’s GROWTH IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY

By THE MiD- 1 QOOS, THE RIVALRY INTENSIFIED AS COLORADO’S PROGRAM MATURED. THE TWO TEAMS BEGAN COMPETING MORE

REGULARLY, OFTEN WITH CONFERENCE IMPLICATIONS AT STAKE. THIS ERA SAW MORE BALANCED CONTESTS AND THE EMERGENCE

OF KEY PLAYERS WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE RIVALRY'S LORE. THE INCREASING FREQUENCY AND STAKES OF THESE GAMES HELPED
SOLIDIFY THE CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY AS A SIGNIFICANT CHAPTER IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL.

CONFERENCE AFFILIATION AND ITS IMPACT

CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY. BOTH TEAMS WERE MEMBERS OF



THE BIG EIGHT CONFERENCE FOR MANY YEARS, WHICH FOSTERED ANNUAL MATCHUPS THAT WERE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED BY FANS
AND MEDIA ALIKE. THE DYNAMICS OF CONFERENCE PLAY ADDED LAYERS OF COMPETITIVENESS AND CONSEQUENCES TO EACH GAME.

BiG EiIGHT CONFERENCE ERA

DURING THE BIG EIGHT ERA, CoLorADO AND NEBRASKA FACED OFF EVERY SEASON, WITH THE RIVALRY OFTEN INFLUENCING
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS AND BOWL GAME SELECTIONS. NEBRASKA DOMINATED MUCH OF THIS PERIOD, WINNING MULTIPLE
CONFERENCE TITLES, BUT COLORADO OCCASIONALLY UPSET THE CORNHUSKERS, CREATING MEMORABLE MOMENTS THAT
ENERGIZED THE RIVALRY.

TRANSITION TO THE BiG 12 CONFERENCE

IN 1996, THE FORMATION OF THE BIG 12 CONFERENCE, WHICH INCLUDED BOTH COLORADO AND NEBRASKA, CONTINUED THE
TRADITION OF ANNUAL GAMES. THIS TRANSITION MAINTAINED THE RIVALRY’S PROMINENCE WITHIN A LARGER AND MORE
COMPETITIVE FRAMEWORK. THE BIG 12 ERA FEATURED SOME OF THE MOST DRAMATIC AND CONSEQUENTIAL GAMES IN THE CU VS
NEBRASKA HISTORY, AS BOTH TEAMS VIED FOR NATIONAL AND CONFERENCE RECOGNITION.

MEMORABLE GAMES AND HisToOrRIC MOMENTS

THE CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY IS PUNCTUATED BY SEVERAL MEMORABLE GAMES THAT HAVE BECOME PART OF COLLEGE
FOOTBALL FOLKLORE. THESE CONTESTS OFTEN FEATURED DRAMATIC FINISHES, UPSET VICTORIES, AND STANDOUT
PERFORMANCES THAT HIGHLIGHTED THE INTENSITY AND UNPREDICTABILITY OF THE RIVALRY.

NoTABLE UPSeTS AND TURNING POINTS

ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE GAMES OCCURRED IN 1986 WHEN COLORADO DEFEATED NEBRASKA IN A GAME THAT SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPACTED THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RACE. UPSETS LIKE THIS DEMONSTRATED COLORADO’S ABILITY TO CHALLENGE
NEBRASKA’S DOMINANCE AND SHIFTED MOMENTUM WITHIN THE RIVALRY. OTHER KEY TURNING POINTS INCLUDE GAMES WHERE
LATE-GAME HEROICS OR CONTROVERSIAL CALLS ADDED TO THE RIVALRY’S DRAMA.

CLAssIc BATTLES IN THE 1990s AND EArRLY 2000s

THe 1990s AND EARLY 2000S FEATURED CLASSIC BATTLES THAT OFTEN HAD NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IMPLICATIONS. BOTH
TEAMS FIELDED HIGHLY RANKED SQUADS, AND THEIR MATCHUPS WERE FREQUENTLY TELEVISED NATIONALLY. THESE GAMES
INCLUDED MULTIPLE LEAD CHANGES, DEFENSIVE STANDS, AND REMARKABLE INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES THAT ELEVATED THE
RIVALRY’S STATUS.

Key PLAYERS AND CoACHES IN CU vs NeBrRASKA HISTORY

THE RIVALRY HAS BEEN SHAPED BY NUMEROUS INFLUENTIAL PLAYERS AND COACHES WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS DEFINED THE
COMPETITIVE SPIRIT OF CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY. THESE INDIVIDUALS LEFT LASTING LEGACIES THROUGH THEIR LEADERSHIP,
SKILL, AND MEMORABLE MOMENTS ON THE FIELD.

LeGenDARY COACHES

COACHES SUCH AS Bos DEVANEY AND ToM OSBORNE AT NEBRASKA ESTABLISHED A CULTURE OF WINNING AND EXCELLENCE
THAT SET THE STANDARD FOR THE RIVALRY. AT COLORADO, COACHES LIKE BILL MCCARTNEY HELPED ELEVATE THE BUFFALOES
TO NATIONAL PROMINENCE, INCLUDING NOTABLE VICTORIES AGAINST NEBRASKA. THEIR COACHING PHILOSOPHIES AND



STRATEGIES OFTEN DETERMINED THE OUTCOMES OF KEY GAMES IN THE SERIES.

STANDOUT PLAYERS

MANY PLAYERS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS IN THE RIVALRY, INCLUDING HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS AND ALL-AMERICANS.
NEBRASKA’S ToMMIE FRAZIER AND COLORADO’S RASHAAN SALAAM ARE EXAMPLES OF ATHLETES WHOSE PERFORMANCES IN CU
VS NEBRASKA MATCHUPS ARE STILL REMEMBERED FOR THEIR ATHLETICISM AND GAME-CHANGING PLAYS. THESE PLAYERS HELPED
DEFINE ERAS WITHIN THE RIVALRY AND INSPIRED FUTURE GENERATIONS.

STATISTICAL OVERVIEW AND SERIES RECORDS

THE STATISTICAL HISTORY OF THE CU VS NEBRASKA RIVALRY PROVIDES A QUANTITATIVE PERSPECTIVE ON ITS COMPETITIVE
NATURE. SERIES RECORDS, SCORING TRENDS, AND INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS ILLUSTRATE THE EBB AND FLOW OF DOMINANCE
BETWEEN THE TWO PROGRAMS.

ALL-TIME SerIes REcorD

AS OF THE MOST RECENT MEETINGS, NEBRASKA HOLDS A LEAD IN THE ALL-TIME SERIES, REFLECTING THEIR HISTORICAL
DOMINANCE. HO\X/EVER, COLORADO HAS SECURED SIGNIFICANT VICTORIES THAT HAVE PREVENTED A ONE-SIDED RIVALRY. THE
SERIES RECORD HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPETITIVE BALANCE AND THE SHIFTS IN POWER OVER TIME.

STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS

e NUMBER OF GAMES PLAYED SINCE THE RIVALRY BEGAN

® | ARGEST MARGIN OF VICTORY

® MOST CONSECUTIVE WINS BY EITHER TEAM

® RECORD-SETTING INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES IN RUSHING, PASSING, AND DEFENSE

® |[MPACT OF THE RIVALRY ON CONFERENCE TITLE OUTCOMES

THE RIVALRY IN THE MODERN ERA

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS HAVE ALTERED THE LANDSCAPE OF THE CU VS NEBRASKA HISTORY, INCLUDING CONFERENCE REALIGNMENTS
AND CHANGES IN SCHEDULING. W/HILE THE ANNUAL MEETINGS CEASED AFTER NEBRASKA MOVED TO THE BiG TEN CONFERENCE IN
2011, THE RIVALRY REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF BOTH SCHOOLS” ATHLETIC HERITAGE.

PosT-Bic 12 CHANGES

NEBRASKA’S DEPARTURE FROM THE BIG 12 ENDED THE YEARLY FOOTBALL CONTESTS WITH COLORADO, REDUCING THE
FREQUENCY OF THE RIVALRY. NONETHELESS, OCCASIONAL NON-CONFERENCE MATCHUPS AND OTHER SPORTS CONTINUE TO
FOSTER COMPETITIVE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE TWO UNIVERSITIES.



LeGACY AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

ALTHOUGH THE RIVALRY IS CURRENTLY ON HIATUS IN FOOTBALL, THE RICH HISTORY OF CU VS NEBRASKA CONTINUES TO
INFLUENCE FAN CULTURE AND INSTITUTIONAL PRIDE. DISCUSSIONS ABOUT POTENTIAL FUTURE GAMES REMAIN A TOPIC OF
INTEREST, REFLECTING THE LASTING SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS HISTORIC MATCHUP IN COLLEGE SPORTS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HeN pID THE UNIVERSITY ofF CoLorabo (CU) AND NEBRASKA FIRST FACE EACH
OTHER IN FOOTBALL?

CU AND NEBRASKA FIRST FACED EACH OTHER IN FOOTBALL IN 1898, MARKING THE BEGINNING OF A LONG-STANDING RIVALRY.

\WHAT IS THE ALL-TIME FOOTBALL SERIES RECORD BETWEEN CU AND NEBRASKA?

AS OF RECENT RECORDS, NEBRASKA LEADS THE ALL-TIME FOOTBALL SERIES AGAINST COLORADO, WITH A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER
OF WINS coMPARED To CU.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 2001 CU vs NEBRASKA FOOTBALL GAME?

THe 2001 GAME WAS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE COLORADO UPSET NEBRASKA, ENDING THEIR LONG WINNING STREAK AND IMPACTING
CONFERENCE STANDINGS.

How pip THE CU vs NEBRASKA RIVALRY EVOLVE AFTER NEBRASKA JOINED THE BIG TEN
CONFERENCE?

AFTER NEBRASKA JOINED THE BIG TEN IN 2011, THE REGULAR FOOTBALL RIVALRY WITH CU ENDED, AS COLORADO MOVED TO
THE PAC- 12, REDUCING DIRECT COMPETITION.

HAave CU AND NEBRASKA COMPETED IN OTHER SPORTS BESIDES FOOTBALL?

YES/ CU AND NEBRASKA HAVE COMPETED IN MULTIPLE SPORTS LIKE BASKETBALL AND VOLLEYBALL, THOUGH FOOTBALL REMAINS
THEIR MOST NOTABLE RIVALRY.

WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THE BIG 12 CoNFErReNCE ON THE CU vs NEBRASKA
RIVALRY?

BOTH TEAMS WERE PART OF THE BIG 12 CONFERENCEI WHICH INTENSIFIED THEIR RIVALRY THROUGH FREQUENT AND HIGH-STAKES
MATCHUPS.

ARE THERE ANY MEMORABLE MOMENTS FROM CU vSs NEBRASKA BASKETBALL GAMES?

\WHILE LESS PROMINENT THAN FOOTBALL, THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL COMPETITIVE BASKETBALL GAMES BET WEEN CU AND
NEBRASKA, INCLUDING UPSETS AND CLOSE FINISHES.

How po FANS oF CU AND NEBRASKA VIEW THEIR HISTORICAL RIVALRY?

FANS OF BOTH SCHOOLS VIEW THE RIVALRY WITH PRIDE AND PASSION, RECALLING KEY GAMES AND MOMENTS THAT DEFINED
THEIR COMPETITIVE RELATIONSHIP.



WiLL CU AND NEBRASKA POTENTIALLY RENEW THEIR FOOTBALL RIVALRY IN THE
FUTURE?

THERE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RENEWING THE CU VS NEBRASKA FOOTBALL RIVALRY THROUGH NON-CONFERENCE GAMES,
BUT NO OFFICIAL MATCHES HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED YET.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. RivALRY ON THE PLAINS: CU vs NEBRASKA FOOTBALL HISTORY

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE INTENSE FOOTBALL RIVALRY BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BUFFALOES AND THE
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS. |T TRACES THE ORIGINS OF THE COMPETITION, HIGHLIGHTING KEY GAMES AND
MEMORABLE MOMENTS FROM BOTH TEAMS. THE BOOK ALSO EXAMINES HOW THIS RIVALRY HAS IMPACTED COLLEGE FOOTBALL IN
THE MIDWEST.

2. BUFFs AND Huskers: THE STory oF CU vs NEBRASKA

A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE ATHLETIC RIVALRY BETWEEN COLORADO AND NEBRASKA, FOCUSING ON FOOTBALL BUT
ALSO TOUCHING ON OTHER SPORTS. |T DELVES INTO THE CULTURAL AND REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RIVALRY, PROVIDING
INSIGHT INTO THE TRADITIONS AND FANBASES OF BOTH UNIVERSITIES.

3. Borper WARs: CoLorADO AND NEBRASKA IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL

THIS TITLE COVERS THE HISTORIC CLASHES BETWEEN ClUU AND NEBRASKA ON THE GRIDIRON. |T INCLUDES DETAILED ANALYSIS OF
PIVOTAL GAMES, PLAYER PROFILES, AND THE EVOLUTION OF BOTH PROGRAMS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES HOW CONFERENCE
CHANGES AFFECTED THE RIVALRY OVER THE YEARS.

4. Huskers vs BUFFALOES: A HisToric COLLEGE FOOTBALL RIVALRY

FOCUSING ON THE DECADES-LONG RIVALRY, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPETITIVE SPIRIT AND MEMORABLE MATCHUPS
BETWEEN NEBRASKA AND COLORADO. |T FEATURES INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER PLAYERS AND COACHES, AS WELL AS ARCHIVAL
PHOTOGRAPHS THAT SHOWCASE THE RIVALRY'S LEGACY.

5. THe GREAT PLAINS SHOWDOWN: CU vS NEBRASKA THROUGH THE YEARS

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE RIVALRY WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF GREAT PLAINS COLLEGE FOOTBALL. |T DISCUSSES THE
GEOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL FACTORS THAT FUELED THE COMPETITION BETWEEN THESE TWO UNIVERSITIES, ALONG WITH
RECOUNTING SOME OF THE MOST THRILLING GAMES.

6. CoLoRADO AND NEBRASKA: A RIVALRY FORGED IN FOOTBALL

DETAILING THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CU-NEBRASKA RIVALRY, THIS BOOK PRESENTS A NARRATIVE FILLED WITH
DRAMATIC GAMES AND STANDOUT ATHLETES. |T ALSO CONSIDERS THE IMPACT OF COACHING CHANGES AND TEAM STRATEGIES
ON THE RIVALRY'S INTENSITY.

7. BUFFALOES AND CORNHUSKERS: THE UNTOLD STORIES OF CU vS NEBRASKA

THIS VOLUME UNCOVERS LESSER-KNOWN STORIES AND ANECDOTES FROM THE CU-NEBRASKA RIVALRY. |T CAPTURES THE HUMAN
SIDE OF THE COMPETITION, FROM FAN EXPERIENCES TO BEHIND-THE-SCENES MOMENTS, ENRICHING THE HISTORY WITH PERSONAL
PERSPECTIVES.

8. FromM THE Rockies To THE CORNFIELDS: THE CU-NEBRASKA RIVALRY

EXPLORING THE GEOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL CONTRASTS BETWEEN COLORADO AND NEBRASKA, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW
THESE DIFFERENCES HAVE SHAPED THE RIVALRY. |T OFFERS A MIX OF HISTORICAL FACTS, GAME RECAPS, AND REFLECTIONS ON THE
RIVALRY’S SIGNIFICANCE IN COLLEGE SPORTS.

9. GrIDIRON BATTLES: THE HisToric CU vs NesraskaA FOoTBALL MATCHUPS

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FOOTBALL GAMES BETWEEN COLORADO AND NEBRASKA, THIS BOOK FEATURES
PLAY-BY-PLAY ACCOUNTS, STRATEGIC BREAKDOWNS, AND PLAYER HIGHLIGHTS. |T CELEBRATES THE INTENSE COMPETITION AND
ENDURING LEGACY OF ONE OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL’S GREAT RIVALRIES.
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