
csuf masters in psychology

csuf masters in psychology is a sought-after graduate program designed to equip students with advanced
knowledge and skills in psychological theories, research, and practice. California State University, Fullerton
(CSUF) offers a comprehensive master's degree in psychology that caters to diverse interests within the
field. This program emphasizes both empirical research and applied psychology, preparing graduates for
careers in mental health, counseling, education, and further doctoral studies. Students benefit from
experienced faculty, well-structured curriculum, and opportunities for practical experience through
internships and research projects. This article explores the key features, curriculum, admission
requirements, career prospects, and unique advantages of the CSUF master's program in psychology. The
following sections provide a detailed overview for prospective students and professionals seeking to
advance their expertise in psychology.

Overview of the CSUF Masters in Psychology Program

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Curriculum and Specializations

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Career Outcomes and Professional Development

Tuition, Financial Aid, and Scholarships

Overview of the CSUF Masters in Psychology Program
The CSUF masters in psychology program offers a rigorous academic experience focused on various
psychological disciplines. It is designed to provide students with a strong foundation in psychological
principles, research methodologies, and ethical practices. The program supports both thesis and non-thesis
options, allowing flexibility based on students’ career goals. CSUF’s psychology department is recognized
for its commitment to diversity, inclusion, and community engagement, fostering an environment
conducive to intellectual growth. The program typically spans two years for full-time students,
incorporating coursework, research, and practical training components.



Program Objectives and Learning Outcomes
The primary objectives of the CSUF masters in psychology include developing critical thinking skills,
enhancing research competence, and preparing students for professional roles in psychology-related fields.
Graduates will be able to design and conduct scientific research, apply psychological theories to real-world
situations, and communicate findings effectively. The program also emphasizes ethical standards and
cultural competence in psychological practice.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to the CSUF masters in psychology program is competitive and requires applicants to meet
several academic and procedural criteria. Prospective students must submit a complete application package
that demonstrates their readiness for graduate-level study in psychology.

Academic Qualifications
Applicants should hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution, preferably with a major or
substantial coursework in psychology. A minimum GPA, typically around 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, is required to
ensure academic preparedness.

Application Materials
The application process includes several components to evaluate candidates comprehensively:

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended

Letters of recommendation from academic or professional references

A statement of purpose outlining career goals and motivations for pursuing the CSUF masters in
psychology

GRE scores, if required (note that standardized testing requirements may vary)

Resume or curriculum vitae highlighting relevant experience



Deadlines and Important Dates
Applicants should be aware of the program’s application deadlines, which typically fall several months
before the start of the academic term. Early submission is encouraged to maximize admission chances and
financial aid opportunities.

Curriculum and Specializations
The CSUF masters in psychology curriculum is designed to cover core psychological concepts while
allowing students to tailor their studies according to specific interests. The program balances theoretical
coursework with applied learning experiences.

Core Coursework
Students undertake foundational courses that include:

Advanced Research Methods and Statistics

Cognitive and Behavioral Psychology

Biological Bases of Behavior

Psychological Assessment and Testing

Ethical and Professional Issues in Psychology

Specialization Options
CSUF offers various specialization tracks within the masters in psychology program to cater to different
career paths. Common specializations include:

Clinical Psychology

Counseling Psychology

Industrial-Organizational Psychology

Health Psychology



Experimental Psychology

Each specialization includes targeted electives and practicum opportunities to develop expertise in the
chosen area.

Thesis and Non-Thesis Options
Students may opt for a thesis track, which involves conducting original research under faculty supervision,
or a non-thesis track that emphasizes coursework and practical experience. The thesis option is ideal for
those planning to pursue doctoral studies or research-oriented careers.

Faculty and Research Opportunities
The faculty of the CSUF masters in psychology program comprises experienced educators and researchers
with diverse expertise. Faculty members actively engage in research projects, community service, and
professional development, enriching the academic environment.

Research Centers and Laboratories
CSUF hosts multiple research centers where students can participate in ongoing studies. These facilities
focus on areas such as cognitive neuroscience, social psychology, developmental psychology, and clinical
interventions. Active involvement in research enhances students’ analytical skills and professional
portfolios.

Mentorship and Collaboration
The program fosters close mentorship relationships between faculty and students, facilitating personalized
guidance in academic and career planning. Collaborative projects and presentations at conferences are
encouraged to build professional networks.

Career Outcomes and Professional Development
Graduates of the CSUF masters in psychology program are well-prepared for diverse roles in mental
health, education, business, and research sectors. The degree provides a competitive edge for positions
requiring advanced psychological knowledge and skills.



Employment Opportunities
Common career paths for CSUF masters in psychology alumni include:

Licensed Psychological Associate or Therapist (with additional certification)

School Psychologist or Counselor

Human Resources Specialist or Organizational Consultant

Research Assistant or Coordinator

Health and Wellness Coordinator

Professional Development Resources
CSUF offers career services, workshops, and internship placements to support professional growth.
Networking events and alumni connections help graduates access job opportunities and advance within the
field.

Tuition, Financial Aid, and Scholarships
The cost of the CSUF masters in psychology program is competitive within the California State University
system. Tuition fees vary depending on residency status and enrollment intensity.

Tuition and Fees
Graduate tuition is billed per unit, with additional fees for campus services and materials. Prospective
students should consult the university’s fee schedule for the most current information.

Financial Aid Options
CSUF provides multiple financial aid avenues, including federal and state grants, work-study programs,
and student loans. Eligibility criteria apply, and early application is recommended.



Scholarships and Assistantships
Several scholarships are available specifically for graduate psychology students, based on academic merit and
financial need. Graduate assistantships offer opportunities to work alongside faculty while receiving tuition
remission or stipends.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the admission requirements for the CSUF Master's in
Psychology program?
Admission requirements for the CSUF Master's in Psychology program typically include a bachelor's
degree in psychology or a related field, a minimum GPA (usually around 3.0), letters of recommendation, a
statement of purpose, and sometimes GRE scores. Specific requirements may vary by specialization.

What specializations are available in the CSUF Master's in Psychology
program?
CSUF offers several specializations within its Master's in Psychology program, including Clinical
Psychology, Industrial-Organizational Psychology, and General Experimental Psychology. Each track has
tailored coursework and research opportunities.

How long does it take to complete the CSUF Master's in Psychology
degree?
The CSUF Master's in Psychology program typically takes about 2 to 3 years to complete, depending on the
specialization and whether the student attends full-time or part-time.

Does CSUF offer thesis and non-thesis options for the Master's in
Psychology?
Yes, CSUF provides both thesis and non-thesis options for its Master's in Psychology program, allowing
students to choose between conducting original research or completing additional coursework and a
comprehensive exam.

What career opportunities are available after completing a Master's in
Psychology at CSUF?
Graduates of the CSUF Master's in Psychology program can pursue careers in counseling, human resources,



organizational development, research, mental health services, or continue their education in doctoral
programs.

Is the CSUF Master's in Psychology program accredited?
The CSUF Master's in Psychology program is offered by the California State University, Fullerton, which
is regionally accredited by the WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC). However, the
program itself may not have specialized accreditation like APA accreditation for clinical psychology.

What is the average class size for the CSUF Master's in Psychology
program?
Class sizes for the CSUF Master's in Psychology program tend to be small to medium-sized, typically
ranging from 15 to 30 students per class, allowing for personalized attention and interaction with faculty.

Are there assistantship or funding opportunities for Master's students in
Psychology at CSUF?
CSUF offers limited graduate assistantships and funding opportunities for Master's students in Psychology.
Students are encouraged to apply early and explore other financial aid options such as scholarships, grants,
and loans.

Can CSUF Master's in Psychology graduates pursue a PhD or PsyD
program afterward?
Yes, many graduates from CSUF's Master's in Psychology program successfully apply to doctoral programs
(PhD or PsyD) in psychology. The program provides a solid foundation in research and applied psychology
to prepare students for advanced study.

What research opportunities are available to Master's students in
Psychology at CSUF?
Master's students at CSUF have access to faculty-led research projects across various psychology fields,
opportunities to conduct their own thesis research, and participation in psychology department labs and
conferences.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Clinical Psychology: An Integrative Approach
This book offers a comprehensive overview of clinical psychology principles, emphasizing evidence-based



practices that align with graduate-level training such as the CSUF Master’s in Psychology program. It
covers assessment, diagnosis, and intervention strategies, integrating both theoretical and practical
perspectives. Ideal for students preparing for clinical roles or further doctoral studies.

2. Research Methods in Psychology: Enhancing Graduate Skills
Focused on developing strong research methodology skills, this book guides students through quantitative
and qualitative research designs, statistical analysis, and ethical considerations. It is tailored to graduate
psychology programs like CSUF’s, helping students design and conduct robust psychological research. The
text includes practical examples and exercises relevant to real-world applications.

3. Advanced Social Psychology: Theories and Applications
This title delves into social psychological theories and contemporary applications, exploring topics such as
group dynamics, social cognition, and interpersonal relationships. It supports the advanced coursework
typical in a CSUF Master’s in Psychology curriculum, encouraging critical thinking and research
integration. The book also discusses cultural and societal influences on behavior.

4. Psychopathology and Diagnosis: A Graduate Level Perspective
Providing an in-depth study of mental disorders, this book covers diagnostic criteria, etiology, and
treatment approaches consistent with DSM-5 standards. It is designed to complement graduate psychology
training, including CSUF’s program focus on clinical and counseling psychology. Case studies and real-life
scenarios enhance understanding and application.

5. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy: Techniques and Case Studies
This practical guide explores cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) approaches, offering detailed techniques
and illustrative case studies. It is well-suited for CSUF Master’s students interested in therapeutic
interventions and clinical practice. The book emphasizes empirical support and adaptability of CBT across
diverse populations.

6. Psychological Assessment and Testing in Graduate Practice
Covering a broad range of psychological tests and assessment tools, this book prepares students for
competency in administering, scoring, and interpreting assessments. The content aligns with the CSUF
Master’s program requirements, highlighting both classic and contemporary measures. Ethical issues and
cultural considerations in assessment are thoroughly discussed.

7. Health Psychology: Mind-Body Connections in Graduate Studies
This text examines the interaction between psychological processes and physical health, focusing on stress,
coping, and behavioral medicine. It is particularly relevant for CSUF students interested in health
psychology and interdisciplinary approaches. The book integrates research findings with practical
interventions to promote well-being.

8. Ethics and Professional Issues in Psychology Graduate Education
Focusing on ethical principles and professional standards, this book is essential for psychology graduate
students navigating clinical, research, and academic settings. It addresses confidentiality, informed consent,



and multicultural competence, reflecting the values emphasized in CSUF’s Master’s program. Real-world
dilemmas and decision-making models are presented for discussion.

9. Developmental Psychology: Lifespan Perspectives for Graduate Students
This comprehensive resource covers developmental stages from infancy through late adulthood,
integrating biological, cognitive, and socioemotional perspectives. It supports graduate-level understanding
necessary for various psychology specializations at CSUF. The book highlights developmental theories and
current research, fostering a holistic view of human growth.
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  csuf masters in psychology: Social Psychology Randal W. Summers, 2016-12-12 This book
provides an introduction to social psychology that covers its history, theories, and core concepts. It
explains intrapersonal (how others influence our views about ourselves) and interpersonal (how we
think about and act toward other people) applications of this discipline in today's society. Human
beings are social by nature. Because of this, the people around us have a profound impact on how
we think about ourselves and others—from our sense of self esteem to our opinions and attitudes to
our interactions in a group setting. Social Psychology: How Other People Influence Our Thoughts
and Actions describes these subtle but powerful effects in our daily lives, offering a complete and
balanced view of the topic. Readers will discover the history of social psychology, grasp its theories
and core concepts, learn about important issues and debates related to this topic, and see how these
ideas are directly applicable to therapy and other real-world situations. Chapters cover how an
individual's self-concept is developed and the various social forces on it, how a social psychology
experiment may be conducted, and examples of social psychology in everyday life, such as group
dynamics and cultural phenomena. Readers will also see how social psychology plays a role in our
criminal justice system, including in the context of the prison system population; in the cultural
issues associated with Latino and Native American populations; in our social collective concern
about mass shootings, epidemics, and terrorism; and in the dynamics, processes, and tactics of a
nationwide presidential election campaign seeking to influence the masses.
  csuf masters in psychology: To Improve the Academy Catherine M. Wehlburg, Sandra
Chadwick-Blossey, 2003-09-15 An annual publication of the Professional and Organizational
Development (POD) Network in Higher Education, volume 22 of To Improve the Academy is a
collection of articles that focus on the role of faculty, instructional, and organizational development
in ensuring excellence in education. Recognizing the urgency caused by a recent rash of budget and
staff cuts and falling course enrollment, the authors provide new perspectives on how to address the
growing need for providing quality, effective higher education. The book is divided into six sections:
Section I, Past, Present, and Future of SoTL: provides an overview of the scholarship of teaching and
learning Section II, Assessment and Faculty Development: presents tested methods for assessing
both student learning and the impact of faculty development Section III, Curriculum Design and
Evaluation: describes different tools for redesigning curriculum and improving student learning
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Section IV, Faculty Development Tools: presents models for enhancing current methods of faculty
development Section V, Student Learning and Faculty Development: focuses on helping faculty work
with students to enhance and improve their learning Section VI, Faculty Development with
Part-Time Instructors: includes ideas for integrating adjunct faculty and graduate students into the
life of an institution This book makes sense of how the changing climate in higher education is
affecting how, when, and in what circumstances American students are learning. It offers an
essential resource for improvement in higher education to faculty and instructional development
staff, department chairs, deans, student services staff, chief academic officers, and educational
consultants.
  csuf masters in psychology: Strength Training NSCA -National Strength & Conditioning
Association, 2016-12-19 Your guidebook to muscle development, exercise, programming, science,
research, and nutrition. As the worldwide authority on strength and conditioning, the National
Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA) is recognized as the leader in the research and
education of strength and conditioning professionals. Now with the updated second edition of
Strength Training, an unprecedented lineup of experts provide the latest science-based programs,
techniques, and recommendations for training success. Combining the expertise of the NSCA and its
contributors with a depth of coverage not seen in other books, Strength Training, Second Edition, is
the authoritative resource for developing strength and performance. It includes critical topics such
as strength assessments, exercise descriptions with full-color photos, ready-to-use programs for all
experience levels, essentials of program design, guidance on nutrition for strength development, and
in-depth coverage of how muscles are trained and how they grow, setting the stage for optimal
results. The exercises featured in the second edition of Strength Training use nearly every piece of
equipment available, including body weight, allowing readers to tailor their workouts based on both
their favorite exercises and the equipment available to them. Perfect for serious fitness enthusiasts
of all ages and abilities, the book is a comprehensive guide to improving strength and enhancing
power.
  csuf masters in psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R. Bartol, Anne M.
Bartol, 2008 This edition features a multicultural perspective and focuses on the application of
psychological knowledge and research. New coverage in this edition includes relationships between
mental disorders and crime and violence, sexual deviance, death penalty mitigation, restorative
justice initiatives, arson and typologies of juvenile fire setters, sexual harassment, and criminal
sentencing.
  csuf masters in psychology: Membership Directory of the American Psychological Society
American Psychological Society, 1999
  csuf masters in psychology: The SAGE Handbook of Conflict Communication John G. Oetzel,
Stella Ting-Toomey, 2013-02-14 This second edition of the award-winning The SAGE Handbook of
Conflict Communication emphasizes constructive conflict management from a communication
perspective, identifying the message as the focus of conflict research and practice. Editors John G.
Oetzel and Stella Ting-Toomey, along with expert researchers in the discipline, have assembled in
one resource the knowledge base of the field of conflict communication; identified the best theories,
ideas, and practices of conflict communication; and provided the opportunity for scholars and
practitioners to link theoretical frameworks and application tools.
  csuf masters in psychology: Vis À Vis , 1972
  csuf masters in psychology: Handbook of Research on Service-Learning Initiatives in
Teacher Education Programs Meidl, Tynisha D., Sulentic Dowell, Margaret-Mary, 2018-03-09
Teacher education programs serve traditional and non-traditional students and develop teachers to
enter a range of teaching environments. Approaching teacher education through community
involvement and learning objectives helps to effectively prepare teachers to serve local and
community needs. The Handbook of Research on Service-Learning Initiatives in Teacher Education
Programs provides emerging research on the methods and techniques for educators to strengthen
their knowledge regarding the intersection of service learning and field placements. While



highlighting topics, such as cultural competency, teacher development, and multicultural education,
this book explores the benefits, challenges, and opportunities for employing community service as
the driving framework for field experiences. This publication is a vital resource for practitioners,
educators, faculty, and administrators seeking current research on the opportunity of field
involvement to enhance teacher candidates’ experiences and provide a channel for meaningful
learning.
  csuf masters in psychology: Guide to Graduate Departments , 1990
  csuf masters in psychology: Cases in Clinical Forensic Psychology Margo C. Watt,
2023-11-01 Clinical forensic psychology is defined by the application of clinical psychology –
assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and consultation – in legal contexts. The term captures the
integration of clinical psychology as an applied professional discipline and forensic psychology as an
experimental discipline. Cases in Clinical Forensic Psychology offers a series of case studies that
allow readers to take an up-close and personal look at the criminal justice system in Canada. Clinical
forensic psychologist Margo C.Watt examines the particulars of each case, including the biological,
psychological, social, cultural, and legal factors. The book takes an evidence-based approach and
highlights how the science of clinical forensic psychology informs all aspects of criminal cases:
police investigative techniques, eyewitness testimony, pretrial publicity, jury selection and
decision-making, forensic evaluations, psychological autopsies, mental health in corrections, and
mo.re. Examining incidents ranging from false confessions to wrongful convictions to deaths in
custody and the criminals who got away, Cases in Clinical Forensic Psychology questions how and
why these events happened and considers what we can learn from them.
  csuf masters in psychology: Developing and Implementing Promising Practices and
Programs for First-Generation College Students Charmaine Troy, Karen Jackson, Ben Pearce,
Diana Rowe, 2022-09-26 As first-generation students gain greater access to higher education,
faculty, and staff at colleges and universities must provide intentional engagement that supports
their persistence and graduation. This book serves as a guidebook for higher education practitioners
seeking to implement or enhance first-generation programming at their institutions. The chapters
provide detailed descriptions of the development, implementation, and assessment of programs and
practices intended to support the success of first-generation college students. Authors share insights
on building allies, identifying and working through challenges, and applicable takeaways for
implementing similar practices and programs at the reader’s own institutions. Programming
discussed in the book ranges in funding levels and includes activities such as faculty dinners, study
abroad, bridge programs, living learning communities, peer mentoring, intrusive advising, and
holistic well-being. This valuable resource helps higher education practitioners better support and
position first-generation students for success.
  csuf masters in psychology: Service Learning Through a Multidisciplinary Lens Shelley H.
Billig, Andrew Furco, 2002-10-01
  csuf masters in psychology: Undergraduate Research in Online, Virtual, and Hybrid
Courses Jennifer C. Coleman, Nancy H. Hensel, William E. Campbell, 2023-07-03 With the growing
interest in undergraduate research as a high-impact practice, and the recognition that college
education is increasingly moving online, this book – the first to do so – provides a framework,
guidance from pioneering practitioners, and a range of examples across disciplines on how to
engage remote students in research. Two foundational chapters set the scene. For those new to
incorporating undergraduate research in their courses, the opening chapter provides an
introduction to its evolution and practice, and reviews the evidence of its benefits for students,
faculty, and institutions. The second addresses the benefit that undergraduate research can bring to
online learning and provides an overview of the ways research can be incorporated into online and
virtual courses to meet the course and student learning objectives. The remaining chapters illustrate
implementation of undergraduate research in courses across many disciplines. They address
thematic issues related to the work and its effects on students, such as transitioning them from
users of, to active participants in, research; and consideration of the technological tools needed to



support students in a virtual environment. The contributors, some of whom have been implementing
these practices for some years, offer important insights and expertise. While the examples range
across the behavioral sciences, business, education, the health professions, the humanities, social
sciences, and STEM, readers will find much of value and inspiration from reading the chapters
beyond their disciplines. A Co-Publication with AAC&U
  csuf masters in psychology: Educators with Disabilities Joanne Gilmore, Diane Merchant,
April Moore, 1981
  csuf masters in psychology: Japanese American World War II Evacuation Oral History Project
Arthur A. Hansen, 1991
  csuf masters in psychology: Handbook of Parenting Marc H. Bornstein, 2013-02-01 Please see
Volume I for a full description and table of contents for all four volumes.
  csuf masters in psychology: Laboratory Experiences in Introductory Psychology Barbara
Basden, Constance Jones, Jones Staff, 1996-08
  csuf masters in psychology: Guide to Graduate Departments of Sociology , 1993
  csuf masters in psychology: Graduate Faculty and Programs in Political Science , 1992
  csuf masters in psychology: Japanese American World War II Evacuation Oral History
Project: Internees Arthur A. Hansen, 1991 The first of five volumes collecting 20 years of research
by the California State University Fullerton Oral History Program. Part one comprises in-depth
interviews with persons of Japanese ancestry, both resident aliens (Issei) and US citizens (Nisei),
interned in centers operated by the Army, the Department of Justice, the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, the Wartime Civil Control Administration, and the War Relocation Authority.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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degree programs - 55 undergraduate and 54 graduate programs. A number of these programs have
achieved national prominence because of our outstanding
Tuition and Costs | CSUF 1 U.S. News & World Report, Average college tuition for in-state public
schools in 2024-2025, Sept. 2024 2 Money, Best Colleges in America, June 2025 3 CSUF Office of
Financial Aid 4
California State University Fullerton - Modern Campus Catalog™ CSUF is committed to
ensuring equal accessibility to our users. Let us know about any accessibility problems you
encounter using this website. Additional Resources Saftey &
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Best of Orange County 2025: Education: Best four-year OC college or university (13d) Cal
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body, and acceptance rate of nearly 87%, making accessibility a door to success
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