
cu boulder psychology major

cu boulder psychology major is a popular academic program for students
interested in understanding human behavior, mental processes, and the
scientific study of the mind. The University of Colorado Boulder offers a
comprehensive psychology major that combines rigorous coursework, research
opportunities, and practical experiences. This program equips students with a
strong foundation in psychological theories and methodologies while preparing
them for diverse career paths or advanced studies in psychology and related
fields. This article explores the key features of the CU Boulder psychology
major, including curriculum details, faculty expertise, research
opportunities, career prospects, and admissions requirements. Additionally,
insights into the learning environment and resources available for psychology
students at CU Boulder will be discussed to provide a thorough understanding
of what this major entails.
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Overview of the CU Boulder Psychology Major

The CU Boulder psychology major is designed to offer students a deep
understanding of psychological science through a balanced combination of
theoretical knowledge and practical application. The program emphasizes
critical thinking, research literacy, and scientific inquiry, enabling
students to analyze complex psychological phenomena effectively. With a focus
on both breadth and depth, the curriculum covers major areas such as
cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, clinical psychology, social
psychology, and neuroscience. The program is housed within a vibrant academic
community that fosters interdisciplinary collaboration, encouraging students
to integrate insights from related fields such as biology, sociology, and
education.

Program Goals and Learning Outcomes

Students pursuing the CU Boulder psychology major develop competencies in
research design, data analysis, and evidence-based reasoning. Graduates are
expected to demonstrate the ability to apply psychological principles to
real-world challenges, communicate scientific findings clearly, and engage
ethically with diverse populations. The program also prepares students for
graduate studies by cultivating advanced analytical and methodological
skills.



Curriculum and Coursework

The curriculum for the CU Boulder psychology major is structured to provide a
solid foundation in core psychological concepts while allowing for
specialization through electives and advanced courses. The curriculum
emphasizes both theoretical frameworks and empirical research methods
essential for a comprehensive understanding of human behavior.

Core Courses

Core coursework includes foundational classes such as Introduction to
Psychology, Research Methods in Psychology, Statistics for Behavioral
Sciences, and Biological Bases of Behavior. These courses establish the
essential knowledge base and research skills required for upper-division
study.

Electives and Specializations

Students can tailor their studies by selecting electives in specialized areas
such as:

Clinical and Counseling Psychology

Cognitive Neuroscience

Developmental Psychology

Social and Personality Psychology

Health Psychology

Quantitative Methods

This flexibility allows students to align their academic experience with
career goals or graduate school interests.

Research and Experiential Learning
Opportunities

One of the defining features of the CU Boulder psychology major is the
emphasis on research and hands-on learning. Students are encouraged to
participate in faculty-led research projects, internships, and community-
based experiences that enhance their practical skills and professional
development.

Undergraduate Research Participation

Psychology majors at CU Boulder have access to numerous research labs
focusing on topics ranging from cognitive processes and brain function to
social behavior and mental health. Students can engage in research
assistantships, contributing to data collection, analysis, and dissemination



of findings.

Internships and Fieldwork

The program supports experiential learning through internships in clinical
settings, educational institutions, and nonprofit organizations. These
experiences provide valuable exposure to applied psychology and help students
build professional networks.

Faculty and Academic Resources

The psychology department at CU Boulder boasts a distinguished faculty with
expertise across various subfields of psychology. Faculty members are active
researchers and committed educators who mentor students throughout their
academic journey.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members specialize in areas such as cognitive neuroscience,
developmental psychopathology, social influence, and behavioral neuroscience.
Their diverse research interests offer students opportunities to explore a
broad range of psychological phenomena and pursue interdisciplinary projects.

Academic Support and Facilities

Students benefit from state-of-the-art research facilities, including
neuroscience laboratories and computer modeling centers. The department also
provides academic advising, career counseling, and workshops designed to
enhance skills like scientific writing and statistical analysis.

Career Paths and Graduate School Preparation

The CU Boulder psychology major prepares students for a wide array of career
options in psychology and related fields. Graduates often pursue roles in
mental health services, education, human resources, marketing, and research.

Job Opportunities

Typical career paths for psychology majors include:

Clinical and Counseling Positions

Behavioral Health Technicians

Research Assistants and Coordinators

Human Resources Specialists

Market Researchers



Graduate School Preparation

For students seeking advanced degrees, the program provides a strong
foundation for graduate study in clinical psychology, counseling,
neuroscience, social work, and related disciplines. The department supports
graduate applications through mentorship, research experience, and
preparation for standardized tests.

Admissions and Program Requirements

Admission to the CU Boulder psychology major is competitive, with criteria
designed to ensure students are well-prepared for the academic rigor of the
program. Prospective students should be aware of the application process and
academic standards required to declare the major.

Admission Criteria

Applicants typically need to have completed prerequisite coursework in
psychology, mathematics, and statistics with satisfactory grades. The program
also considers overall academic performance, letters of recommendation, and
demonstrated interest in psychological science.

Major Requirements

To complete the psychology major, students must fulfill a set number of
credit hours, including core classes, electives, and a capstone or senior
thesis project. Maintaining a minimum GPA in psychology courses is required
to graduate with the major.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Psychology
major at CU Boulder?

The core courses for a Psychology major at CU Boulder typically include
Introduction to Psychology, Research Methods, Statistics for Behavioral
Sciences, Biological Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, Developmental
Psychology, and Social Psychology.

Does CU Boulder offer research opportunities for
Psychology majors?

Yes, CU Boulder offers numerous research opportunities for Psychology majors
through faculty-led labs and independent study projects, allowing students to
gain hands-on experience in various psychology subfields.



What career paths can a Psychology major from CU
Boulder pursue?

Graduates with a Psychology major from CU Boulder can pursue careers in
clinical psychology, counseling, social work, human resources, marketing,
education, and further graduate studies in psychology or related fields.

Are there any specialized tracks or concentrations
within the Psychology major at CU Boulder?

CU Boulder offers several specialized tracks within the Psychology major,
such as Clinical Psychology, Cognitive Neuroscience, Behavioral Neuroscience,
and Developmental Psychology, enabling students to tailor their education to
their interests.

How does CU Boulder support Psychology majors in
preparing for graduate school?

CU Boulder supports Psychology majors by providing mentorship from faculty,
research opportunities, internships, workshops on graduate school
applications, and resources for GRE preparation to help students successfully
apply to graduate programs.

Additional Resources
1. “Introduction to Psychology” by James W. Kalat
This comprehensive textbook offers a clear and engaging overview of
psychological principles, making it ideal for CU Boulder psychology majors
beginning their studies. It covers fundamental topics such as neuroscience,
cognition, development, and social behavior. The book is well-known for its
balanced presentation of research and real-world applications, helping
students relate theory to everyday life.

2. “Research Methods in Psychology” by Beth Morling
This book provides an accessible introduction to designing and interpreting
psychological research, a critical skill for psychology majors at CU Boulder.
It emphasizes the importance of scientific thinking and ethical
considerations in research. Students will learn how to critically evaluate
studies and understand the role of statistics in psychology.

3. “Cognitive Psychology” by Dawn M. McBride and J. Cooper Cutting
Focused on the study of mental processes such as memory, attention, and
problem-solving, this book is essential for CU Boulder students interested in
cognitive psychology. It integrates classic theories with recent research
findings, offering insights into how humans process information. The text
includes practical examples that connect cognitive science to everyday
experiences.

4. “Biopsychology” by John P.J. Pinel
This text introduces the biological basis of behavior, blending neuroscience
with psychology, a core area of study at CU Boulder. It explains how brain
structures and neurochemical processes influence emotions, cognition, and
actions. The book is known for its clear writing and engaging illustrations,
making complex concepts accessible for undergraduates.



5. “Social Psychology” by David G. Myers and Jean M. Twenge
A foundational resource on how individuals think about, influence, and relate
to one another, this book is highly relevant for CU Boulder psychology
majors. It covers topics such as attitudes, group behavior, prejudice, and
interpersonal relationships. The authors emphasize current research and real-
world applications, helping students understand social dynamics.

6. “Development Through Life: A Psychosocial Approach” by Barbara M. Newman
and Philip R. Newman
This book explores human development across the lifespan through a
psychosocial lens, aligning well with CU Boulder’s developmental psychology
curriculum. It discusses physical, cognitive, and emotional changes from
infancy to old age, incorporating both theory and research. The text
encourages students to consider the societal and cultural influences on
development.

7. “Abnormal Psychology” by Ronald J. Comer
Detailing various psychological disorders, their symptoms, and treatment
options, this book is integral for CU Boulder students interested in clinical
or counseling psychology. It presents complex diagnostic criteria in an
accessible manner, supported by case studies and current research. The book
also discusses stigma and ethical issues related to mental health.

8. “Psychology of Learning and Motivation” edited by Brian H. Ross
This collection of essays covers key theories and contemporary research in
learning and motivation, vital topics within CU Boulder’s psychology program.
It explores how organisms acquire new behaviors and the factors that drive
motivation. The volume is suitable for students seeking a deeper
understanding of behavioral psychology concepts.

9. “Statistics for Psychology” by Arthur Aron, Elaine N. Aron, and Elliot J.
Coups
An essential guide for CU Boulder psychology majors, this book demystifies
statistical methods used in psychological research. It covers topics such as
descriptive statistics, inferential tests, and data interpretation with
clarity and practical examples. Students will gain confidence in analyzing
data and understanding research findings.
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from 30,000 students. Over 25 years and more than a million student surveys later, we stand by our
claim that there is no single “best” college, only the best college for you… and that this is the book
that will help you find it! What Makes THE BEST 382 COLLEGES the Most Popular College Guide?
STRAIGHT FROM STUDENTS TO YOU · 382 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from
137,000 students, covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid · Insights on
unique college character, social scene, and more RANKING LISTS & RATINGS SCORES · Lists of the
top 20 colleges in 62 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life, facilities, and
much more · Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life · Bonus list of
the 200 best-value schools featured in Colleges That Pay You Back DETAILED ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION · The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores, tuition, and average
indebtedness · Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and application
deadlines at each school What the media is saying about The Princeton Review's Best Colleges
guide: “The most efficient of the college guidebooks. Has entertaining profiles larded with quotes
from students.”–Rolling Stone “The offbeat indexes, along with the chattily written descriptions of
each school, provide a colorful picture of each campus.” –The New York Times “A great book.... It’s a
bargain.” –CNN “Our favorite college guidebook.” –Seventeen “Provides the kind of feedback
students would get from other students in a campus visit.” –USA Today
  cu boulder psychology major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2015 Yale Daily News, Yale
Daily News Staff, 2014-07 Students on campus tell you what you really want to know--Cover.
  cu boulder psychology major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2014 Yale Daily News Staff,
2013-07-09 Students on campus tell you what you really want to know--Cover.
  cu boulder psychology major: Insiders' Guide® to Boulder and Rocky Mountain National Park
Ann Leggett, 2009-08-18 Provides practical travel and relocation information on Boulder, Colorado,
covering such subjects as real estate, restaurants, shopping, accommodations, festivals, annual
events, Rocky Mountain National Park, and topics concerning children and retirees.
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University of Colorado Boulder, 1990
  cu boulder psychology major: There are No Boundaries to Independent Study Colorado
Consortium for Independent Study via Correspondence, 2000
  cu boulder psychology major: Colleges That Pay You Back, 2016 Edition Princeton
Review, 2016-03-15 **** AS SEEN ON THE TODAY SHOW! **** Get the right return on your college
investment with this guide to schools with excellent Education ROIs: a great education & career
prospects at a great price! College is a major financial investment, and one that too many students
and parents enter into blindly. The Princeton Review erases that uncertainty with this guide to
public and private schools where students get the best return on their tuition investment. That
doesn’t necessarily mean schools with the lowest price tags, but it does mean schools that give you
the best bang for your buck: a combination of great academics with a great price and great
experiences—for a great post-college outcome! Colleges That Will Pay You Back. • Our top-value
picks—chosen based on 40+ data points, including academics, cost of attendance, financial aid, and
post-grad salary figures • Profiles of 200 schools that offer a fantastic value, with insight into their
career services offerings Unique Ranking Lists. • The top 25 schools with the Best Alumni Network,
Best Career Placement, Top Financial Aid, and more • The highest-paying majors and great schools
that offer them Valuable Career Information from PayScale.com. • Starting and mid-career salary
information for graduates of each school • Percentages of alumni who report high job meaning and
who majored in science/technology/engineering/math (STEM) fields
  cu boulder psychology major: The Best 387 Colleges, 2022 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, 2021-08-31 Make sure you’re preparing with the most up-to-date materials! Look for The
Princeton Review’s newest edition of this book, The Best 388 Colleges, 2023 Edition (ISBN:
9780593450963, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.



  cu boulder psychology major: The Best 386 Colleges, 2021 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, 2020-12-22 Make sure you’re preparing with the most up-to-date materials! Look for The
Princeton Review’s newest edition of this book, The Best 387 Colleges, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570820,
on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not
guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or
materials included with the original product.
  cu boulder psychology major: The Best 389 Colleges, 2024 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, David Soto, Stephen Koch, Aaron Riccio, Laura Rose, 2023-08-15 NO ONE KNOWS
COLLEGES LIKE THE PRINCETON REVIEW! This comprehensive guide to the nation's best colleges
provides in-depth profiles on schools, best-of lists by interest, and tons of helpful student-driven
details that will help you or your student choose their best-fit colleges! The Princeton Review's
college rankings started in 1992 with surveys from 30,000 students. Over 30 years and more than a
million student surveys later, we stand by our claim that there is no single “best” college, only the
best college for you… and that this is the book that will help you find it! STRAIGHT FROM
STUDENTS TO YOU · 389 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from 165,000 students,
covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid · Insights on unique college
character, social scene, and more · Direct quotes from students about their school’s professors,
campus culture, career services, and more RANKING LISTS & RATINGS SCORES · Lists of the top
25 colleges in 50 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life, facilities, and
much more · Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life DETAILED
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION · The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores, tuition,
and average indebtedness · Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and
application deadlines at each school Plus! Free access to 2 full-length practice tests online (1 SAT
and 1 ACT) to help you prep for the important admissions-exams part of your admissions journey.
  cu boulder psychology major: Practicing Oral History to Connect University to
Community Fawn-Amber Montoya, Beverly Allen, 2018-09-03 Practicing Oral History to Connect
University to Community illustrates best practices for using oral histories to foster a closer
relationship between institutions of higher learning and the communities in which they are located.
Using case studies, the book describes how to plan and execute an oral history project that can help
break down walls and bring together universities and their surrounding communities. It offers
advice on how to locate funding sources, disseminate information about the results of a project,
ensure the long-term preservation of the oral histories collected, and incorporate oral history into
the classroom. Bringing together town and gown, the book demonstrates how different communities
can work together to discover new research opportunities and methods for preserving history.
Supported by examples, sample forms, and online resources, the book is an important resource both
for oral historians and those working to improve relationships between university institutions and
their neighboring communities.
  cu boulder psychology major: The Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to the 331 Most Interesting
Colleges 2005 Kaplan, Inc, 2004-06-22 Engaging and informative, The Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to
the 331 Most Interesting Colleges 2005 is a must-read reference for every college-bound student.
  cu boulder psychology major: Facets of an Academic’s Life Michael Wertheimer, 2019-12-06
This is the life story of the oldest living member of the famous Wertheimer family, beautifully
narrated and richly illustrated from the author’s vast stock of memorabilia and his unfailing memory.
It is a memoir, but at the same time a document of the exodus of German-speaking psychologists to
the New World, which left the homeland scientifically shattered. This lovingly-written pictorial
archive of 80 years of the history of modern psychology, shaped by the momentous events of WWII,
belongs on the shelf of every psychologist, theoretical, experimental, and clinical, as it gives us the
story of how the scientific heritage in Europe and America merged to form the broad and strong
disciplines now in our hands, told by one of its premier historical representatives. Prof. em. Lothar
Spillmann, University of Freiburg, Germany
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  cu boulder psychology major: The Way of the Well Dr. Elisa Robyn, 2003-03-10 Everything
that has happened to you, every life choice you have made, every road you have traveled has led
without deviation to this point, to this moment. I have known who you were for years, even watched
you as you grew. When I saw your face in the wine glass at the new moon I knew you were ready
and it was time to contact you. The final choice is yours. I offer to guide you to the path of your
divine purpose, but only you can take the first step, only you can commit to the journey. These words
from the old woman in the synagogue begin the adventure of Rachel Cohen's life; a journey that will
take her through the ten gateways that guard Miriam's Well. In the classic tradition of a heroine's
journey she finds friends and mentors, challenges and dangers, family and romance, and her life
purpose. A richly written spiritual romance, with real characters and surprising twists.
  cu boulder psychology major: An Unlikely Conservative Linda Chavez, 2009-04-30 When
President George W. Bush nominated Linda Chavez to be Secretary of Labor in January 2001, most
political observers saw it as a nod to the right. Chavez had made her reputation taking on the civil
rights establishment, the feminist movement, and the multiculturalists. What few people knew was
that this hard-nosed conservative began her career among socialists and labor-union officials,
teaching in college affirmative-action programs and writing political propaganda for the Democratic
National Committee. In An Unlikely Conservative, Chavez recounts her political journey from the
Young People's Socialist League to the Reagan wing of the Republican Party-and the sometimes
shocking personal experiences that shaped her views. From excrement-smeared car seats to threats
of attacks with bombs and switchblades, she learned quickly that opposing racial quotas and ethnic
studies carried a high personal cost. But at its core, hers is the story of a working-class Hispanic girl
who overcomes a difficult and painful childhood to become one of America's most prominent political
conservatives.
  cu boulder psychology major: The Best 380 Colleges, 2016 Edition Princeton Review,
2015-09-15 What Makes THE BEST 380 COLLEGES the Most Popular College Guide? Written for
any student or parent mystified by the confusing college admissions process, The Best 380 Colleges
provides the facts and information needed to make a smart decision about which of the country's
best schools to consider. It contains everything you need to make the right college choice and
features: DIRECT QUOTES FROM STUDENTS · In-depth school profiles covering academics,
administration, campus life, and financial aid · Insights on unique college character, social scene,
and more · Candid feedback from 136,000 students RANKING LISTS & RATINGS SCORES · Lists of
the top 20 colleges in 62 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life, facilities,
and much more · Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life · Bonus
list of the 200 schools featured in Colleges That Pay You Back DETAILED ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION · The Inside Word on competitive applications · Tuition, graduation rates, and
average indebtedness What the media is saying about The Best 380 Colleges from The Princeton
Review: “The offbeat indexes, along with the chattily written descriptions of each school, provide a
colorful picture of each campus.”–The New York Times “The most efficient of the college
guidebooks. Has entertaining profiles larded with quotes from students.”–Rolling Stone “A great
book.... It’s a bargain.”–CNN “Our favorite college guidebook.”–Seventeen “Provides the kind of
feedback students would get from other students in a campus visit.”–USA Today From the Trade
Paperback edition.
  cu boulder psychology major: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2020 Edition Princeton
Review, 2019-07-02 No one knows colleges better than The Princeton Review! Inside The Complete
Book of Colleges, 2020 Edition, students will find meticulously researched information that will help
them narrow their college search.
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