
csusm general education requirements
csusm general education requirements are fundamental components of the academic curriculum
at California State University San Marcos (CSUSM). These requirements are designed to provide
students with a well-rounded education that fosters critical thinking, effective communication, and a
broad understanding of diverse disciplines. Completing the CSUSM general education requirements
ensures students acquire essential skills and knowledge beyond their major field of study. This article
explores the structure, categories, and specific courses involved in fulfilling these requirements.
Additionally, it highlights the importance of general education in preparing students for professional
and civic life. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the CSUSM general education
requirements, including core competencies, breadth requirements, and transfer considerations.
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Core Competencies in General Education

Areas of Breadth in the Curriculum

Transfer Student Considerations

Benefits of Completing General Education at CSUSM

Overview of CSUSM General Education Requirements
The CSUSM general education requirements are structured to ensure that students graduate with a
comprehensive foundation across multiple disciplines. These requirements typically consist of a
combination of core competencies and breadth areas that cover critical thinking, communication
skills, quantitative reasoning, and exposure to diverse cultural and scientific perspectives. The
general education curriculum is carefully designed to complement students’ major-specific
coursework, promoting interdisciplinary learning and intellectual flexibility.

Students at CSUSM must complete a specified number of units in general education classes, which
are organized into distinct categories. These categories ensure that students engage with humanities,
social sciences, natural sciences, and other essential disciplines. The requirements align with the
California State University system’s guidelines, ensuring consistency and transferability across
campuses.

Core Competencies in General Education
Core competencies represent the foundational skills students must develop to succeed academically
and professionally. At CSUSM, these competencies include critical thinking, oral and written
communication, and quantitative reasoning. The university emphasizes these skills early in the
academic journey to build a strong base for advanced study.



Critical Thinking
Critical thinking courses at CSUSM challenge students to analyze arguments, evaluate evidence, and
develop reasoned conclusions. This competency is essential for academic success and informed
citizenship. Courses focusing on logic, philosophy, and analytical reasoning fulfill this requirement.

Communication Skills
Effective communication is a cornerstone of the CSUSM general education requirements. Students
must demonstrate proficiency in both written and oral communication. This includes courses in
English composition, public speaking, and other communication-intensive classes that enhance clarity
and persuasion.

Quantitative Reasoning
Quantitative reasoning courses equip students with the ability to interpret data, perform calculations,
and apply mathematical concepts to real-world problems. This competency is crucial for disciplines
ranging from business to the natural sciences. Statistics, mathematics, and logic courses are typical
options to satisfy this requirement.

Areas of Breadth in the Curriculum
Beyond core competencies, CSUSM general education requirements include breadth areas designed
to expose students to a variety of academic fields. These categories ensure that students develop
cultural awareness, ethical reasoning, and scientific literacy.

Arts and Humanities
This area encourages students to explore human creativity, culture, and history through courses in
literature, philosophy, visual and performing arts, and languages. It helps develop aesthetic
appreciation and critical perspectives on human expression.

Social Sciences
The social sciences category includes disciplines such as psychology, sociology, political science, and
economics. These courses provide insight into human behavior, societal structures, and cultural
diversity, fostering a deeper understanding of social dynamics.

Natural Sciences
Natural science courses in biology, chemistry, physics, and earth sciences promote scientific inquiry
and understanding of the physical world. Lab components often accompany these courses, providing
hands-on experience in scientific methods.



Ethnic Studies and Diversity
CSUSM places particular emphasis on ethnic studies and diversity to ensure students engage with
perspectives from various cultural and social backgrounds. These courses enhance students’ ability to
navigate and contribute to a diverse society.

Health and Wellness
Some general education curricula include health and wellness courses that focus on physical, mental,
and emotional well-being, emphasizing the importance of a balanced lifestyle.

Transfer Student Considerations
For students transferring from community colleges or other institutions, CSUSM general education
requirements are designed to recognize completed coursework through systems such as the
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) and California State University General
Education Breadth (CSU GE Breadth). These transfer pathways simplify the process of meeting
general education requirements at CSUSM.

Transfer students should work closely with academic advisors to ensure their previously completed
courses align with CSUSM’s general education framework. This alignment helps avoid redundancy and
accelerates degree completion.

Benefits of Completing General Education at CSUSM
Completing the CSUSM general education requirements offers numerous benefits. It equips students
with critical skills necessary for career success and lifelong learning. The comprehensive curriculum
fosters intellectual curiosity and adaptability, which are highly valued in today’s diverse and dynamic
job market.

Furthermore, the general education program supports civic engagement by exposing students to
ethical issues, cultural diversity, and global perspectives. This broad educational foundation helps
graduates contribute thoughtfully and effectively to their communities and professions.

Development of critical thinking and communication skills

Exposure to diverse academic disciplines and cultural perspectives

Preparation for advanced coursework within the major

Facilitation of transfer credit acceptance and degree progression

Enhancement of personal growth and civic responsibility



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general education requirements at CSUSM?
CSUSM's general education requirements include courses in areas such as Arts and Humanities, Social
Sciences, Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Communication, designed to provide a well-rounded
education.

How many units are required to complete the general
education at CSUSM?
Students at CSUSM must complete approximately 48-51 semester units in general education courses
to fulfill the university's breadth requirements.

Can AP or IB credits be used to satisfy CSUSM general
education requirements?
Yes, CSUSM accepts AP and IB exam credits toward fulfilling certain general education requirements,
subject to score thresholds and university policies.

Are there any specific courses recommended for fulfilling CSU
general education at CSUSM?
CSUSM provides a list of approved courses for each general education category, including
foundational courses in English, Math, Science, and Social Sciences, which students can select based
on their interests and major requirements.

Is it possible to complete CSUSM general education
requirements online?
Yes, CSUSM offers many general education courses in an online format, allowing students flexibility in
completing their GE requirements.

How does CSUSM's general education program support
student success and career readiness?
CSUSM's general education program emphasizes critical thinking, communication, and
interdisciplinary knowledge, preparing students with essential skills for both academic success and
diverse career paths.

Additional Resources
1. "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" by Thomas S. Kuhn
This seminal work explores how scientific paradigms shift over time, challenging the traditional linear
view of scientific progress. Kuhn introduces the concept of "paradigm shifts," which has influenced



fields beyond science, including philosophy and social sciences. It is essential reading for
understanding the nature of scientific inquiry and critical thinking, key components of CSUSM general
education.

2. "Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies" by Jared Diamond
Jared Diamond examines the environmental and geographical factors that shaped the development of
civilizations across the globe. The book provides a multidisciplinary perspective, integrating history,
biology, and geography, which aligns with the interdisciplinary approach valued in CSUSM general
education. It encourages readers to think critically about human societies and their development.

3. "The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks" by Rebecca Skloot
This compelling narrative tells the story of Henrietta Lacks, whose cancer cells were taken without her
knowledge, leading to significant scientific breakthroughs. The book addresses ethical issues in
science and medicine, a critical topic in the context of social responsibility and human understanding.
It is a powerful resource for discussions on ethics, science, and society.

4. "The Elements of Style" by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
A classic guide to writing clearly and effectively, this book is invaluable for students aiming to improve
their communication skills. Mastery of writing is a fundamental part of general education, and this
concise manual offers practical advice on grammar, style, and composition. It supports students in
developing academic and professional writing proficiency.

5. "Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind" by Yuval Noah Harari
Harari offers a sweeping overview of human history, from the emergence of Homo sapiens to modern
times. The book blends anthropology, history, and sociology to provide insights into human culture
and society, fulfilling the interdisciplinary learning goals of CSUSM general education. It encourages
critical reflection on humanity’s past and future.

6. "The Ethics of Ambiguity" by Simone de Beauvoir
This philosophical work explores existentialist ethics and the complexities of human freedom and
responsibility. De Beauvoir challenges readers to confront ambiguity in moral decisions, fostering
critical thinking and ethical reasoning skills. It is particularly relevant for courses emphasizing
humanities and ethical inquiry.

7. "Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking" by Susan Cain
Susan Cain's book highlights the strengths and contributions of introverted individuals in various
social and professional contexts. It challenges cultural biases toward extroversion and promotes
diversity in personality and communication styles. This book supports CSUSM’s goals of fostering
inclusive and diverse perspectives.

8. "An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States" by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
This book offers a critical retelling of U.S. history from the perspective of Indigenous peoples. It
addresses themes of colonization, resistance, and social justice, aligning with CSUSM’s commitment
to diversity and equity in education. The book encourages students to engage with marginalized
voices and reconsider dominant narratives.

9. "Thinking, Fast and Slow" by Daniel Kahneman
Nobel laureate Daniel Kahneman explores the dual systems of thought that drive human decision-
making: the fast, intuitive system and the slow, analytical system. This book provides insights into
cognitive biases and reasoning processes, essential for developing critical thinking skills. It is a
valuable resource for courses focused on psychology, decision-making, and analytical reasoning.
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