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fortune society new york ny is a prominent nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting
individuals who have been involved with the criminal justice system. Located in New York City, this
organization provides comprehensive services that aim to reduce recidivism and promote successful
reentry into society. The Fortune Society offers a range of programs including housing assistance,
employment services, mental health counseling, and educational opportunities. Its mission is to
empower formerly incarcerated individuals by addressing barriers to reintegration and advocating for
systemic change. This article explores the history, services, impact, and community involvement of
the Fortune Society in New York, NY. Readers will gain insight into how this organization plays a
crucial role in fostering rehabilitation and social inclusion.
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Overview and History of the Fortune Society
The Fortune Society was founded in 1967 in New York City by a group of volunteers who were
committed to helping formerly incarcerated individuals rebuild their lives. The organization was
initially created to provide basic support such as clothing and counseling but has since evolved into a
comprehensive social service agency. It is named after a key member, Fortune, whose own
experience with the criminal justice system inspired the creation of the society. The organization’s
philosophy emphasizes dignity, respect, and the belief that every person deserves a second chance.
Over the decades, the Fortune Society has grown significantly in size and scope, becoming a leader in
criminal justice reform and reentry services in New York, NY.

Founding Principles and Mission
The foundation of the Fortune Society is rooted in the principles of social justice and rehabilitation. Its
mission is to provide support services that enable individuals with criminal records to reintegrate into
society successfully. The organization focuses on reducing the stigma associated with incarceration
and assisting clients in overcoming systemic barriers that often impede access to housing,
employment, and healthcare. By fostering community partnerships and advocating for policy reform,
the Fortune Society seeks to create an environment where formerly incarcerated individuals can
thrive.



Organizational Growth and Development
Since its inception, the Fortune Society has expanded from a small volunteer operation to a multi-
service organization with several locations in New York City. It now serves thousands of clients
annually and collaborates with government agencies, community groups, and other nonprofits. The
organization has developed specialized programs to address the complex needs of its clientele,
including youth services and gender-specific initiatives. Its growth reflects a broader recognition of
the importance of reentry support in reducing recidivism and promoting public safety.

Key Services and Programs Offered
The Fortune Society in New York, NY, offers a wide array of services tailored to meet the needs of
individuals impacted by the criminal justice system. These programs are designed to address the
multiple challenges faced by formerly incarcerated persons, facilitating their successful transition
back into the community.

Housing Assistance
Stable housing is fundamental to successful reentry, and the Fortune Society provides a range of
housing options, including transitional and permanent supportive housing. These programs offer safe,
affordable accommodations coupled with supportive services such as case management and life skills
training. By securing housing, clients gain the stability necessary to pursue employment, education,
and health services.

Employment Services
Employment is a critical factor in reducing recidivism, and the Fortune Society operates job readiness
and placement programs aimed at enhancing clients’ skills and connecting them with employers.
Services include resume development, interview preparation, vocational training, and job coaching.
The organization also works to educate employers about the benefits of hiring individuals with
criminal records, promoting fair chance employment practices.

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Counseling
Recognizing the high prevalence of mental health and substance use disorders among formerly
incarcerated individuals, the Fortune Society offers comprehensive counseling services. Licensed
professionals provide individual and group therapy to address trauma, addiction, and co-occurring
disorders. These services are critical in supporting overall well-being and preventing relapse or
recidivism.

Educational Programs
The organization provides educational opportunities including GED preparation, literacy classes, and
college access support. Education is considered a pathway to empowerment and economic



independence. The Fortune Society collaborates with local educational institutions to facilitate
enrollment and completion of academic programs.

Additional Support Services

Legal assistance and advocacy

Health care referrals and support

Family reunification programs

Peer support and mentoring

Impact on Community and Recidivism Rates
The Fortune Society in New York, NY, has made a significant impact on both its clients and the
broader community by promoting successful reentry and reducing recidivism. The organization’s
evidence-based programs have been shown to improve employment outcomes, increase housing
stability, and enhance mental health among participants.

Reducing Recidivism
One of the primary goals of the Fortune Society is to reduce the rate at which formerly incarcerated
individuals reoffend and return to prison. Through comprehensive support and wraparound services,
the organization addresses the root causes of criminal behavior and supports positive behavioral
change. Research and internal evaluations indicate that clients who engage with Fortune Society
programs experience substantially lower recidivism rates compared to those without access to such
services.

Community Safety and Social Reintegration
By facilitating successful reentry, the Fortune Society contributes to community safety and social
cohesion. Clients who find stable employment, housing, and supportive networks are less likely to
engage in criminal activities. The organization also works to change public perceptions about formerly
incarcerated individuals, fostering a more inclusive and supportive community environment.

How to Get Involved with the Fortune Society
The Fortune Society welcomes support from the public, including volunteers, donors, and advocates.
Participation in the organization’s work helps expand its capacity to serve more individuals and
advance its mission of criminal justice reform.



Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers play a vital role in the Fortune Society’s operations. Opportunities include mentoring,
tutoring, facilitating workshops, assisting with administrative tasks, and supporting events. Volunteers
receive training and support to effectively contribute to the organization’s goals.

Donations and Fundraising
Financial contributions help sustain and expand the Fortune Society’s programs. The organization
accepts donations from individuals, corporations, and foundations. Fundraising events and campaigns
also provide avenues for community members to engage and support the cause.

Advocacy and Public Awareness
The Fortune Society encourages individuals to participate in advocacy efforts aimed at reforming
criminal justice policies and reducing barriers to reentry. Public awareness campaigns and educational
initiatives help shift societal attitudes and promote systemic change.

Challenges and Future Directions
Despite its successes, the Fortune Society faces ongoing challenges related to funding, policy
barriers, and social stigma. The complex needs of formerly incarcerated individuals require
continuous adaptation of services and innovative approaches.

Addressing Funding Constraints
Securing stable and adequate funding remains a critical challenge. The organization seeks to diversify
its funding streams and build partnerships to ensure sustainability of its programs.

Navigating Policy and Systemic Barriers
Legal and regulatory obstacles, such as restrictions on employment and housing for people with
criminal records, limit the effectiveness of reentry efforts. The Fortune Society actively engages in
policy advocacy to remove these barriers.

Expanding Services and Outreach
Looking ahead, the Fortune Society aims to broaden its reach within New York, NY, and enhance
program offerings to better meet client needs. This includes incorporating technology, expanding
mental health services, and developing specialized programs for underserved populations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is The Fortune Society in New York, NY?
The Fortune Society is a nonprofit organization based in New York City that provides support and
services to individuals who have been involved in the criminal justice system, focusing on reentry,
rehabilitation, and reducing recidivism.

What types of services does The Fortune Society offer?
The Fortune Society offers a variety of services including housing assistance, employment support,
education programs, counseling, and health services to help formerly incarcerated individuals
reintegrate into society.

Where is The Fortune Society located in New York, NY?
The Fortune Society's main office is located at 29-76 Northern Boulevard, Long Island City, Queens,
New York, NY 11101.

How can someone access The Fortune Society's programs?
Individuals can access The Fortune Society's programs by contacting their office directly via phone or
email, or by visiting their website to learn about eligibility and the application process for various
services.

Does The Fortune Society provide housing for formerly
incarcerated individuals?
Yes, The Fortune Society offers transitional and permanent supportive housing options to help
formerly incarcerated individuals find stable living situations.

Can The Fortune Society help with job placement in New York,
NY?
Yes, The Fortune Society provides job readiness training, employment counseling, and connections to
employers to assist individuals with finding and maintaining employment.

Is The Fortune Society involved in advocacy or policy work?
Yes, The Fortune Society actively engages in advocacy and public policy work aimed at criminal
justice reform and improving the lives of people impacted by the justice system.

How can someone support The Fortune Society in New York?
Supporters can contribute by donating, volunteering, attending fundraising events, or partnering with
The Fortune Society to help further their mission of helping formerly incarcerated individuals.



Additional Resources
1. The Fortune Society: Advocating for Justice and Reintegration in New York
This book explores the founding and evolution of The Fortune Society, an organization dedicated to
supporting formerly incarcerated individuals in New York City. It details the programs and advocacy
efforts aimed at reducing recidivism and promoting social justice. The narrative provides insight into
the challenges faced by those reentering society and the critical role of community support.

2. Behind Bars and Beyond: The Fortune Society's Role in Prison Reform
Focusing on prison reform, this title examines The Fortune Society’s work in changing policies and
public perceptions regarding incarceration in New York. It highlights the organization’s initiatives in
education, housing, and employment for ex-offenders. The book offers a comprehensive look at how
grassroots activism can influence systemic change.

3. From Incarceration to Empowerment: Stories from The Fortune Society
This collection features personal stories of individuals who have benefited from The Fortune Society’s
programs in New York City. It underscores themes of resilience, hope, and transformation. Readers
gain a humanizing perspective on the struggles and successes of reentry.

4. New York’s Hidden Network: The Fortune Society and Community Reintegration
An exploration of the community networks that support formerly incarcerated people in New York,
with a focus on The Fortune Society’s collaborations. The book discusses partnerships with local
government, nonprofits, and businesses. It reveals the complexities and successes of building a
supportive ecosystem for reentry.

5. Justice Reimagined: The Fortune Society and the Future of Criminal Justice
This forward-looking book discusses The Fortune Society’s vision for a more equitable and effective
criminal justice system in New York. It addresses contemporary challenges such as mass incarceration
and racial disparities. The author proposes innovative solutions inspired by the organization’s work.

6. The Fortune Society’s Guide to Life After Prison in New York City
A practical handbook offering advice and resources for individuals transitioning from prison back into
New York society. It includes guidance on housing, employment, legal issues, and mental health, all
framed by The Fortune Society’s expertise. The guide aims to empower readers with tools for
successful reintegration.

7. Advocacy and Hope: The Legacy of The Fortune Society in New York
This historical account traces the origins and impact of The Fortune Society since its inception in the
1960s. It highlights key moments in the organization’s advocacy for prisoner rights and social justice.
The book celebrates the enduring commitment to hope and change in New York communities.

8. Breaking Barriers: Education and Employment Programs at The Fortune Society
Detailing the educational and vocational training programs offered by The Fortune Society, this book
showcases how skill-building can transform lives. It examines case studies of successful graduates
and their contributions to New York's workforce. The narrative emphasizes the importance of
opportunity in reducing recidivism.

9. The Fortune Society and Mental Health: Healing Beyond Prison Walls
This title focuses on the mental health services provided by The Fortune Society to formerly
incarcerated individuals in New York. It discusses the psychological challenges of reentry and the
importance of trauma-informed care. The book sheds light on innovative approaches to healing and



support within the community.
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  fortune society new york ny: The Secret's Out Anthony Isaacs, 2020-11-23 The Secret's Out
offers two program models-Footsteps for those incarcerated and Reentry for released parolees-to
help avoid and decrease high numbers of behavioral problems by returning citizens currently
experiencing addictions, socially diminished lifestyles, financial hardships, and homelessness. The
Footsteps and Reentry models, once utilized and embraced, can restore a sense of purpose, stability,
pride, and focus to our returning citizens. Footsteps has a unique program design (with ten
specialized areas of focus) that deals with modern-day realities and addresses unique issues in
practical and productive ways. Its holistic self-help approach empowers individuals to actively
participate in the transformation of their lives. Its major goal is to assist our returning citizens, while
incarcerated, with gaining the necessary skills and training to achieve independent living upon
release. Correctional institutions must examine and address the unique issues men and women are
confronted with when entering the prison. Often, these men and women are still suffering from
immediate effects of broken relationships and shock of the newfound incarceration. As a result, it is
often difficult for them to adjust to the many rules and regulations imposed on them by a structured
environmental program. The Footsteps model is the foundation of the transformative thinking
necessary for success upon release and the precursor for the second phase of the independent living
framework: Reentry for returning citizens. The second phase of the transformation process is
Reentry. The Reentry model was created and developed as a guide to assist the reentry community
with having a framework for success with our returning citizens. It is very important that all reentry
service providers speak the same language and have a clear understanding that there are different
phases of the reentry process. In this way, we have a clear vision of the goals and can effectively
monitor which phase a client has achieved and received services. The long-term goals of both
program models are moving the clients toward independent living without risky behaviors that
contribute to criminal mentality and negative outcomes. It is also important to assist the returning
citizen in understanding what mental health is and how to maintain mental health wellness. There
must be a discussion and exploration about the different ways stress and trauma impacts our
well-being, as well as seeking and developing coping strategies, such as stress reduction activities.
In addition, the overall physical health and well-being of the individual must be given a focus, and
individuals must be educated about affordable methods of healthy eating to guide them in
maintaining their physical health, healthy lifestyle, the importance of regular checkups, and having
proper medical coverage and a primary-care physician. It is the ability to have and enjoy gainful
employment and independent housing. It is the understanding of and enjoying a positive relationship
with family and friends. The Secret's Out is a book that provides a blueprint for correctional
administrators, correctional staff, public officials, reentry agencies and reentry organizations to use
as a guide to effectively assist the men and women who have experienced incarceration and now
seeking to gain the soft skills and training necessary to achieve employment and independent living.
  fortune society new york ny: Mother Jones Magazine , 1978-12 Mother Jones is an
award-winning national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting
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and coverage of sustainability and environmental issues.
  fortune society new york ny: Hearings United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the
Judiciary, 1972
  fortune society new york ny: National Directory of Drug and Alcohol Abuse Treatment
Programs , 2000
  fortune society new york ny: National Directory of Drug Abuse and Alcoholism
Treatment and Prevention Programs , 1996
  fortune society new york ny: Directory of Criminal Justice Information Sources , 1976
  fortune society new york ny: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the Senate Committee on
the Judiciary United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1971
  fortune society new york ny: Behind the Walls Jorge Antonio Renaud, 2002 Written by a Texas
inmate trained as a reporter, this book gives practical advice on how inmates live, eat, play, work,
and die in the Texas prison system. It spotlights the day-to-day workings of the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice--what's good, what's bad, which programs work and which ones do not, and
examines if practice really follows official policy. While the book is meant to be a primer for those
with loved ones in prison, it should be required reading for any attorney involved in criminal
law.--Texas Lawyer de Novo Magazine
  fortune society new york ny: English Literacy and Civics Education for Adult Learners
Michelle Tolbert, 2001
  fortune society new york ny: City Time David Campbell, Jarrod Shanahan, 2025-01-07 A
unique insider perspective of daily life in New York City’s most notorious house of correction While
most people behind bars at Rikers Island are detainees awaiting the settlement of their cases, a
smaller population have already been convicted and are serving sentences deemed too short for the
state prison system. These stints are called “city time.” The sentences range from a few days to a
year, and are generally served within large, open dormitories lacking in privacy and sanitation.
Within these spaces, incarcerated people reproduce an elaborate set of rules, rituals, and
relationships, as a means both of survival and of giving meaning to the time taken from them.
Written by David Campbell and Jarrod Shanahan, who both served sentences at Rikers, City Time
reflects its authors’ personal experiences and observations of short-stay incarceration to present a
nuanced and vivid account of a social world kept locked away from the public eye. The authors
reconstruct the daily realities of sanitation, nourishment, recreation, work, and other necessary
activities, and emphasize the complex interpersonal relationships that emerge in response to city
time. Simultaneously, they paint a grim and urgent picture of structural racism, class violence, and
the disastrous lack of mental health and substance abuse resources for poor New Yorkers, who are
shuttled in and out of city time sentences as “frequent flyers.” Beginning with the authors’ own
processes of intake, and ending with the ritual of late-night release, City Time takes readers behind
the splashy headlines to depict, in intimately human terms, the rich and variegated social world
unfolding, at this very moment, on Rikers Island.
  fortune society new york ny: A Network of Knowledge , 1984-08
  fortune society new york ny: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  fortune society new york ny: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  fortune society new york ny: National Directory of Drug and Alcohol Abuse Treatment
Programs 2004 , 2004
  fortune society new york ny: Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs George J Huba, Lisa A
Melchior, Vivian Brown, A.T. Panter, Trudy A Larson, Pauline Fitzpatrick, 2020-04-03 Create
effective community-based programs for substance abusers with HIV/AIDS!Substance abusers are
the fastest-growing population of people with HIV/AIDS in the US--and one of the hardest to reach
and treat. Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs offers new strategies for providing care for this
vulnerable population. The programs evaluated and discussed in this volume were funded as part of



the DHHS Health Resources and Services Administration through its Special Projects of National
Significance Program. Collectively known as the SPNS Cooperative Agreement, these 27 projects
represent a diverse group of organizations with a common goal: to improve the health, quality of life,
and access to health care for traditionally underserved populations living with HIV/AIDS.Evaluating
HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs reports in detail the efforts of several community-based HIV/AIDS
organizations in the SPNS program. You will learn how these organizations provide high-quality care
for persons with HIV who are unlikely to obtain it in the traditional hospital-based service system.
This volume offers specific, proven strategies designed to overcome the linguistic, cultural, racial,
and economic barriers that make it difficult for some sick people to get the health care they need. It
also offers specialized medical care models that work within the context of a continuum of services
in a medical clinic.Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs also highlights other aspects of the
Cooperative Agreement projects, including: a study of end-stage AIDS care an overview of the HRSA
HIV/AIDS Bureau SPNS Cooperative Agreement grant initiative a study of conceptual issues in
implementing program evaluation in real-world community organizations discussion of the online
Knowledge Base that summarizes and disseminates information from the Cooperative Agreement
projects studies of ways to reach and care for specific populations with HIV/AIDS, including women,
Latinos, Haitians, adolescents, and rural peopleThis valuable volume offers solid data on treating
people who are all too often neglected by the medical community even before they contract
HIV/AIDS. The programs and ideas presented in Evaluating HIV/AIDS Treatment Programs can be
applied to other community-based health initiatives and clinics offering medical care to underserved
and vulnerable populations. This essential resource deserves a permanent place on their bookshelf
of any physician, administrator, or policymaker working in the fields of HIBV/AIDS, epidemiology,
public health, or substance abuse. Visit the book's website at
http://www.TheMeasurementGroup.com/drugs_and_society.htm
  fortune society new york ny: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office , 2003
  fortune society new york ny: Research Into Violent Behavior United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Science and Technology. Subcommittee on Domestic and International Scientific
Planning, Analysis, and Cooperation, 1978
  fortune society new york ny: Publication , 1991
  fortune society new york ny: Securing Your Organization's Future Michael Seltzer, 1987
Author Michael Seltzer acts as your personal fundraising consultant. Beginners get bottom-line facts
and easy-to-follow worksheets that guarantee success. Fundraisers benefit from a complete review
of the basics, new money-making strategies, and ideas for meeting the challenge of increased
competition for limited philanthropic dollars.
  fortune society new york ny: Directory of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Associations and Research Centers Sharon Lyles, 1997-11 A directory of organizations that are
active in one or more areas of the criminal justice system, including law enforcement, courts,
corrections & rehabilitation. Lists national organizations primarily, but also includes regional
organizations & local organizations of special interest as well as international organizations which
have a significant number of American members, a U.S. chapter or subcommittee, or are doing work
applicable to law enforcement in this country. Includes professional & volunteer social action
associations, research centers, & government agencies. Strictly social or fraternal organizations are
not listed. Comprehensive!
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