four times square building architect

four times square building architect is a phrase that refers to the visionary design and
architectural expertise behind one of New York City's iconic skyscrapers. This building, also known as
4 Times Square or the Condé Nast Building, represents a significant milestone in contemporary urban
architecture and sustainable design. Developed in the late 1990s and completed in the early 2000s,
the Four Times Square building combines innovative engineering with aesthetic appeal, making it a
landmark in the city's skyline. This article explores the background, design principles, and
architectural features of the Four Times Square building architect's work, highlighting the key
contributors and their impact on modern architecture. Additionally, the discussion covers the
building's sustainability initiatives, structural innovations, and its role in revitalizing Times Square as a
commercial hub. The following sections provide a detailed overview of these aspects, offering insights
into the architectural mastery behind Four Times Square.
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Design Philosophy and Architectural Style
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Background and Development

The Four Times Square building, situated at the intersection of Broadway and 42nd Street in
Manhattan, was developed during a period of urban renewal for Times Square. The project was
initiated to replace outdated structures and to inject new commercial vitality into the area. The
development process involved collaboration between real estate developers, city planners, and
architectural firms aiming to create a modern office tower with advanced technological and
environmental features. Construction began in the late 1990s, with the building officially opening in
1999. The site’s strategic location in the heart of New York City’s entertainment and business district
necessitated a design that balanced commercial functionality with visual prominence.

Design Philosophy and Architectural Style

The architectural design of Four Times Square reflects a blend of modernist principles and contextual
responsiveness. The building’s architect embraced transparency, lightness, and energy efficiency as
core design tenets. The use of glass curtain walls and sleek metal accents contribute to a
contemporary aesthetic that complements the vibrant atmosphere of Times Square. The design
philosophy also prioritized adaptability and occupant comfort, ensuring the building could



accommodate diverse commercial tenants. Emphasis was placed on creating an iconic silhouette
while integrating sustainable technologies, an innovative approach at the time of construction.

Architectural Style Characteristics

The style of Four Times Square can be classified as late modernist with postmodern elements,
characterized by clean lines, geometric forms, and an emphasis on verticality. The building’s facade
features extensive glazing, which enhances natural light penetration and offers panoramic city views.
Distinctive lighting installations on the exterior add to its nighttime visibility, reinforcing the building’s
status as a Times Square landmark. The design incorporates setbacks and tiered massing to reduce
wind loads and create visual interest, aligning with urban design guidelines for tall buildings in dense
city environments.

Key Architects and Their Contributions

The Four Times Square building architect team was led by Fox & Fowle Architects, a firm renowned for
its commitment to sustainable design and innovative urban architecture. The principal architect,
James von Klemperer, played a pivotal role in shaping the building’s form and function. Fox & Fowle
collaborated closely with structural engineers and environmental consultants to achieve a balance
between aesthetic appeal and technical performance. The architectural team’s vision emphasized not
only the building’s physical presence but also its role in setting new standards for green building
practices in commercial skyscrapers.

James von Klemperer and Fox & Fowle

James von Klemperer, as the lead architect, brought a forward-thinking approach that integrated
cutting-edge technology with urban design principles. Under his leadership, Fox & Fowle incorporated
advanced energy-saving systems and innovative facade solutions. The firm’s experience in high-
profile projects contributed to the successful execution of Four Times Square, ensuring that it met
both client expectations and regulatory requirements. Their work on this building helped establish Fox
& Fowle as pioneers in sustainable high-rise design, influencing subsequent architectural projects
worldwide.

Sustainability and Environmental Innovations

One of the defining aspects of the Four Times Square building architect’s approach was the emphasis
on sustainability. This skyscraper was among the first in New York City to integrate environmentally
conscious features that significantly reduced energy consumption and operational costs. The design
incorporated high-performance glass to minimize heat gain and loss, reducing the reliance on
mechanical heating and cooling systems. Additionally, efficient lighting systems and advanced HVAC
technologies were implemented to enhance energy efficiency and occupant comfort.



Green Building Features

Low-emissivity (Low-E) glass curtain walls to optimize natural lighting while controlling solar
heat gain

Energy-efficient lighting systems with automated controls

Advanced heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems with energy recovery
mechanisms

Use of recycled and sustainable construction materials

Design strategies to maximize indoor air quality and natural ventilation

Structural and Engineering Features

The structural engineering of Four Times Square was carefully coordinated with architectural goals to
ensure safety, flexibility, and longevity. The building utilizes a composite steel frame structure that
supports its height and allows for open interior spaces. The design accounts for wind loads typical to
Manhattan’s urban environment, employing dampers and reinforced core elements to enhance
stability. The integration of mechanical systems within the architectural envelope was a critical
consideration, enabling seamless operations without compromising design integrity.

Engineering Innovations

Innovations in the building’s structure include the use of high-strength steel and modular construction
techniques that expedited the building process. The curtain wall system was engineered to withstand
thermal expansion and contraction while maintaining airtightness. Fire safety measures and
emergency egress routes were designed according to the latest codes, ensuring occupant safety.
These engineering solutions reflect a holistic approach where architecture and structural design work
in tandem to deliver a resilient and efficient skyscraper.

Impact on Times Square and Urban Development

The completion of Four Times Square marked a turning point in the revitalization of Times Square,
signaling a shift toward a more corporate and environmentally responsible urban core. The building
attracted major tenants, including Condé Nast, which contributed to the area’s economic growth and
prestige. Its successful integration of sustainable design helped set a precedent for future
developments in the city, encouraging the adoption of green building practices. Moreover, Four Times
Square’s architectural prominence enhanced the cityscape, reinforcing Times Square’s identity as a
global commercial and cultural destination.



Contribution to Urban Renewal

The Four Times Square building architect’s vision aligned with broader municipal efforts to transform
the district into a safer, cleaner, and more attractive environment. The project demonstrated how
innovative architecture could drive economic revitalization while addressing environmental concerns.
It served as a catalyst for subsequent developments that further modernized the area, contributing to
a dynamic and diverse urban landscape. The building remains a case study in successfully balancing
commercial interests with sustainable urban design.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the architect of the Four Times Square building?

The Four Times Square building, also known as 4 Times Square or the Condé Nast Building, was
designed by architect Fox & Fowle Architects, now known as FXCollaborative.

What architectural style characterizes the Four Times Square
building?

Four Times Square features a modern architectural style with a distinctive glass curtain wall and
environmentally sustainable design elements.

When was the Four Times Square building completed and who
designed it?

The Four Times Square building was completed in 1999 and was designed by the architectural firm
Fox & Fowle Architects.

What innovative design features did the architect incorporate
in Four Times Square?

The architect incorporated energy-efficient systems, such as under-floor air distribution and extensive
use of daylighting, making Four Times Square one of the first green skyscrapers in New York City.

How did the architect of Four Times Square contribute to
sustainable architecture?

The architects at Fox & Fowle integrated sustainable design strategies in Four Times Square, including
high-performance glass, energy-efficient lighting, and ventilation systems to reduce environmental
impact.

What was the role of Fox & Fowle in the development of Four
Times Square?

Fox & Fowle served as the lead architectural firm responsible for the design and planning of Four



Times Square, focusing on modern aesthetics and environmental sustainability.

Why is Four Times Square considered a landmark in
architectural design?

Four Times Square is considered a landmark because it was among the first skyscrapers in New York
City to incorporate green building technologies, setting a precedent for sustainable high-rise
architecture.

How did the architect’s vision influence the Times Square
skyline?

The architect’s vision introduced a sleek, glass-clad skyscraper that modernized the Times Square
skyline and demonstrated how environmentally responsible design can be integrated into iconic urban
settings.

Additional Resources

1. Architectural Visionaries: The Story Behind Four Times Square

This book explores the creative minds and innovative processes behind the design of Four Times
Square. It delves into the architectural vision that transformed the New York skyline with this iconic
skyscraper. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced during construction and how sustainability
was integrated into the building’s design.

2. Fox & Fowle: Pioneers of Modern Urban Design

Focusing on the architectural firm responsible for Four Times Square, this book highlights the career
and philosophy of Fox & Fowle Architects. It offers a detailed look at their approach to blending
aesthetic appeal with environmental responsibility. The narrative showcases how Four Times Square
became a landmark in eco-friendly architecture.

3. Designing the Future: The Making of Four Times Square

This title provides an in-depth case study of Four Times Square’s architectural design and
engineering. It covers the building’s innovative structural elements and the integration of cutting-
edge technologies. The book is ideal for architecture students and professionals interested in high-rise
construction.

4. Skyscraper Sustainability: Four Times Square as a Model

Highlighting Four Times Square’s role in advancing sustainable skyscraper design, this book discusses
its energy-efficient systems and green building certifications. It examines how the project set new
standards for environmental performance in urban architecture. The text includes interviews with the
architects and engineers involved.

5. The Urban Icon: Four Times Square’s Impact on New York Architecture

This publication analyzes the cultural and architectural significance of Four Times Square within the
context of New York City’'s development. It explores how the building influenced subsequent
skyscraper projects and revitalized the Times Square area. The book includes photographs and
architectural drawings to illustrate its design features.



6. Fox & Fowle’s Four Times Square: A Case Study in Innovation

An academic approach to understanding the innovative techniques used by Fox & Fowle in creating
Four Times Square, this book details the project’s conception, design challenges, and solutions. It
emphasizes the integration of technology and sustainability. The case study serves as a valuable
resource for architectural research.

1. High-Rise Architecture: Lessons from Four Times Square

This book provides practical insights into high-rise building design, using Four Times Square as a
primary example. It covers structural engineering, facade design, and urban integration. The text is
supplemented with diagrams and expert commentary, making it a useful guide for architects and
engineers.

8. Building the Future: The Architecture of Four Times Square

Focusing on the construction process, this book narrates the timeline from initial concept to
completion of Four Times Square. It highlights collaboration between architects, engineers, and
construction teams. Readers learn about the innovative materials and construction methods that
defined the project.

9. Four Times Square: A Landmark of Sustainable Architecture

This title celebrates Four Times Square’s pioneering role in sustainable design, documenting its green
technologies and environmental impact. It presents the building as a model for future developments
aiming for ecological responsibility. The book includes case studies and performance data to support
its analysis.

Four Times Square Building Architect
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four times square building architect: Fox & Fowle Architects Kira L. Gould, 2005 A book that
serves as a tribute to the 'Fox and Fowle architectural firm' based in New York.

four times square building architect: Times Square Roulette Lynne B. Sagalyn, 2003-08-29
The compelling story of the politics, policies, and personalities that made Times Square's
revitalization possible. The spectacularly successful transformation of Times Square has become a
model for other cities. From its beginning as Longacre Square, Times Square's commercialism,
signage, cultural diversity, and social tolerance have been deeply embedded in New York City's
psyche. Its symbolic role guaranteed that any plan for its renewal would push the hot buttons of
public controversy: free speech, property-taking through eminent domain, development density, tax
subsidy, and historic preservation. In Times Square Roulette, Lynne Sagalyn debunks the myth of an
overnight urban miracle performed by Disney and Mayor Giuliani, to tell the far more complex and
commanding tale of a twenty-year process of public controversy, nonstop litigation, and interminable
delay. She tells how the troubled execution of the original redevelopment plan provided a rare
opportunity to rescript it. And timing was all: the mid-1990s saw rising international corporate
interest in the city was a mecca for mass-market entertainment and synergistic merchandising.
Sagalyn details the complex relationship between planning and politics and the role of market forces
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in shaping Times Square's redevelopment opportunities. She shows how policy was wedded to deal
making and how persistent individuals and groups forged both.

four times square building architect: Big and Green David Gissen, 2002 More than a century
after its inception, the skyscraper has finally come of age. Though it has long been lampooned as a
venal and inhospitable guzzler of resources, a revolutionary new school of skyscraper design has
refashioned the idiom with buildings that are sensitive to their environments, benevolent to their
occupants, and economically viable to build and maintain. Designed by some of the best-known
architects in the world, these towers are as daring aesthetically as they are innovative
environmentally. Big and Green is the first book to examine the sustainable skyscraper, its history,
the technologies that make it possible, and its role in the future of urban development. The book
examines more than 40 of the most important recent sustainable skyscrapers-including Fox &
Fowle's Reuters Buildings in New York, Norman Foster's Commerzbank in Frankfurt, and MVRDV's
spectacular Dutch Pavilion from Expo 2000 in Hanover-with project descriptions, photographs, and
detailed drawings. Interviews with such leaders in the field as Sir Richard Rogers, William
McDonough, and Kenneth Yeang are also included.

four times square building architect: The New Urban Condition Leandro Medrano, Luiz
Recaman, Tom Avermaete, 2021-04-07 This book explores new architectural and design perspectives
on the contemporary urban condition. While architects and urban designers have long maintained
that their actions, drawings, and buildings are “post-critical,” this book seeks to expand the critical
dimension of architecture and urbanism. In a series of historical and theoretical studies, this book
examines how the materialities, forms, and practices of architecture and urban design can act as a
critique towards the new urban condition. It proposes not only new concepts and theories but also
instruments of analysis and reflection to better understand the current counter-hegemonic
tendencies in both disciplinary strategies and appropriation tactics. The diversely international
selection of chapters, from Brazil, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, the United States, and the Netherlands,
combine different theoretical and empirical perspectives into a new analysis of the city and
architecture. Demonstrating the need for new critical urban and architectural thinking that engages
with the challenges and processes of the contemporary urban condition, this volume will be a
thought-provoking read for academics and students in architecture, urban design, geography,
political science, and more.

four times square building architect: Fundamentals of Integrated Design for Sustainable
Building Marian Keeler, Prasad Vaidya, 2016-04-08 The Fully Updated, Indispensible Study of
Sustainable Design Principles Fundamentals of Integrated Design for Sustainable Building is the
first textbook to merge principles, theory, and practice into an integrated workflow. This book
introduces the technologies and processes of sustainable design and shows how to incorporate
sustainable concepts at every design stage. This comprehensive primer takes an active learning
approach that keeps students engaged. This book dispenses essential information from practicing
industry specialists to provide a comprehensive introduction to the future of design. This new second
edition includes: Expansive knowledge—from history and philosophy to technology and practice
Fully updated international codes, like the CAL code, and current legislations Up-to-date global
practices, such as the tools used for Life-Cycle Assessment Thorough coverage of critical issues such
as climate change, resiliency, health, and net zero energy building Extensive design problems,
research exercise, study questions, team projects, and discussion questions that get students truly
involved with the material Sustainable design is a responsible, forward-thinking method for building
the best structure possible in the most efficient way. Conventional resources are depleting and
building professionals are thinking farther ahead. This means that sustainable design will eventually
be the new standard and everyone in the field must be familiar with the concepts to stay relevant.
Fundamentals of Integrated Design for Sustainable Building is the ideal primer, with complete
coverage of the most up to date information.

four times square building architect: Skyscrapers Matthew Wells, 2005 An investigation of
thirty skyscrapers from around the world--both recently built and under construction--that explains



the structural principles behind their creation

four times square building architect: 101 of the World's Tallest Buildings Georges
Binder, The Images Publishing Group, 2006 Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat.

four times square building architect: International Architecture Yearbook 7 Images
Publishing, Images Australia Pty Ltd, 2001-03-19 A valuable resource, containing the finest
architectural projects worldwide. All projects are illustrated with stunning photographs, informative
plans and detailed text. A comprehensive index lists the projects by name in alphabetical order while
the con

four times square building architect: Architectural Design Strategies for Saving Energy
in Buildings Ana-Maria Dabija, 2024-11-12 Architectural Design Strategies for Saving Energy in
Buildings: An Architect's View employs an architect’s perspective, defined equally as art and
engineering science, to the contemporary concept of designing buildings that use less energy. This
approach to lowering energy consumption via integrated measures (both passive and active) offers a
nuanced perspective on managing building efficiency — that energy saving is not a target in itself
but results as a consequence of the architectural concept. The book does not provide calculations or
levels of performance. Rather, by sticking to qualitative principles of architectural design and
analyzing and using the force and laws of nature in shaping the built space, the author argues for
decreasing energy consumption through the process of design, the principles of building physics, the
volume of the building itself, and spatial configuration as it relates to the costs of operating the
building. This approach contrasts the traditional construction system of only providing a thermal
insulated “blanket” over the envelope and equipment that produces energy from unconventional
sources, which can be calculated according to regulations. Amidst the current discourse on
sustainability and energy efficiency, this book offers a thought-provoking read for professionals in
architecture, civil engineering, and construction, as well as graduate students in related courses. It
presents an architect's approach to nearly zero-emission building design, analyses architectural
strategies that efficiently use energy in buildings, and examines famous buildings and their
innovative design as examples of good practice.

four times square building architect: Details in Architecture 3 , 1999 Extensive research by
IMAGES over a number of years pointed to the need for a comprehensive easy to follow guide to
architectural details. Details in Architecture 3 depicts drawings and concept sketches alongside
succinct summaries, and a photograph of t

four times square building architect: Building and Engineering News , 1919

four times square building architect: Eco-Towers K. Al-Kodmany, 2015-05-05 Eco-Towers
introduces readers to groundbreaking designs, most progressive projects, and innovative ways of
thinking about a new generation of green skyscrapers that could provide solutions to crises the
world faces today including climate change, depleting resources, deteriorating ecology, population
increase, decreasing food supply, urban heat island effect, pollution, deforestation, and more. The
book suggests that the eco-tower culminates the cultural and technological evolutions of the 21st
century by building and improving on the experiences of earlier designs of skyscrapers and
philosophies particularly green, sustainable, and ecological. It argues that the true green skyscraper
is the one that engages successfully with its larger urban context by establishing symbiotic
relationships with the social, economic, and environmental aspects. Since tall buildings are
becoming larger and taller, serving greater number of people, and exerting higher demand on the
environment and existing infrastructure, any improvements in their design and construction will
significantly enhance urban conditions. The book elucidates how green skyscrapers better serve
tenants, mitigate environmental impacts, and improve integration with the city infrastructure. It
explains how skyscrapers’ long life cycle offers the greatest justifications for recycling precious
resources, and makes it a worthwhile to employ green features in constructing new skyscrapers and
retrofitting existing ones. Subsequently, the book explores new designs that are employing
cutting-edge green technologies at a grand scale including water-saving technologies, solar panels,
helical wind turbines, sunlight-sensing LED lights, rainwater catchment systems, graywater and




blackwater recycling systems, seawater-powered air conditioning, and the like. In the future, new
building materials and smart technologies will continue to offer innovative design approaches to
sustainable tall buildings with new aesthetics, referred to as “eco-iconic” skyscrapers.

four times square building architect: The Environmental Performance of Tall Buildings Joana
Carla Soares Goncalves, 2010-09-23 Not simply another showcase for future utopian designs and
ideals, the information presented here is based on hard research from operating buildings. This
insightful book takes in: an overview of the tall building and its impacts (looking at cityscape, place,
mobility, microclimate, energy and economics) design principles and the development of the
sustainable tall building global perspectives (covering North and South America, Europe, the Middle
East and Asia) detailed, qualitative case studies of buildings in design and operation the future for
sustainable tall buildings. Highly illustrated and combining analysis with solid detail for practice,
this is essential reading for architects, building engineers, design consultants, retrofitters and urban
planners interested in or working with tall buildings, and researchers/students in these disciplines.

four times square building architect: The Vertical City K. Al-Kodmany, 2018-06-25 Each
century has its own unique approach toward addressing the problem of high density and the 21st
century is no exception. As cities try to cope with rapid population growth - adding 2.5 billion
dwellers by 2050 - and grapple with destructive sprawl, politicians, planners and architects have
become increasingly interested in the vertical city paradigm. Unfortunately, cities all over the world
are grossly unprepared for integrating tall buildings, as these buildings may aggravate
multidimensional sustainability challenges resulting in a “vertical sprawl” that could have worse
consequences than “horizontal” sprawl. By using extensive data and numerous illustrations this book
provides a comprehensive guide to the successful and sustainable integration of tall buildings into
cities. A new crop of skyscrapers that employ passive design strategies, green technologies,
energy-saving systems and innovative renewable energy offers significant architectural
improvements. At the urban scale, the book argues that planners must integrate tall buildings with
efficient mass transit, walkable neighbourhoods, cycling networks, vibrant mixed-use activities,
iconic transit stations, attractive plazas, well-landscaped streets, spacious parks and engaging public
art. Particularly, it proposes the Tall Building and Transit Oriented Development (TB-TOD) model as
one of the sustainable options for large cities going forward. Building on the work of leaders in the
fields of ecological and sustainable design, this book will open readers’ eyes to a wider range of
possibilities for utilizing green, resilient, smart, and sustainable features in architecture and urban
planning projects. The 20 chapters offer comprehensive reading for all those interested in the
planning, design, and construction of sustainable cities.

four times square building architect: Marketing Green Buildings Jerry Yudelson, 2020-12-17
Engineers, architects and contractors seeking to expand their involvement in the green buildings
market need a firm grounding in the marketing strategies and tactics which are being used most
successfully in this specialized and growing field. This book is intended to serve as an effective tool
for professional green building enthusiasts and advocates in presenting green design features,
sustainable strategies and new products to the potential green building client. The author addresses
key questions such as: How is green building marketing different from other types of professional
service marketing? What tools and techniques from conventional marketing can be used to greater
effect in marketing green buildings? What is the size and potential of the green buildings market?
And how should a firm position itself to succeed in this growing marketplace? You'll find clear
descriptions of successful strategies and approaches to marketing and selling green building-related
services, as well as up-to-date information on the role of LEED® in green building projects.

four times square building architect: New York Clty ,

four times square building architect: Cool Companies Joseph J. Romm, 2014-04-08 'Cool
Companies' turns on its head the idea that measures to avert global warming and climate change
will pile massive costs on to the industrial sector. It shows how the smartest companies have been
able to make money through the improvements that reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. Industry
is going to have to adjust to the new tax and regulatory regimes being introduced around the world,




aimed at reducing emissions and meeting internationally agreed targets. The more far-sighted
companies have recognised the opportunities this offers. Joseph Romm shows how successful they
have been in taking them. Romm profiles more than 50 companies, and describes their experiences
in the context of their corporate strategies. All are leaders in their sectors and many are household
names such as Xerox, Toyota, BP (now BP Amoco), DuPont, Compaq and 3M. They grasped early on
the strategic importance of cutting emissions. By working to do so, through increased efficiency,
new technologies and improved processes, they have cut their energy costs and boosted their
productivity, often dramatically - improvements which translate straight down to the bottom line.
The message is clear. Cool Companies - those prepared to overhaul their policies and innovate - are
much more likely to thrive in the new climate for business, while those which have to be dragged
backwards into the future will face higher costs and tougher competition.

four times square building architect: Facade Access Ahamed Hussain, 2020-07-19 It is all
about the world’s leading Facade Access System experts coming up with exceptional facade access
solutions to 62 iconic architectures around the world designed by the world’s leading architects.
This is intended for: - Architects - Builders - Consultants - Contractors - Facade Engineers and -
Facility Managers This book provides the necessary information on how the facade access
challenges have been solved around the world. It also gives a valuable reference on how the current
and future challenges in facade access can be solved on more and more challenging architectural
designs that we are coming across now and are expected to come up in the foreseeable future.

four times square building architect: Urban Squares as Places, Links and Displays Jon Lang,
Nancy Marshall, 2016-07-15 To attract investment and tourists and to enhance the quality of life of
their citizens, municipal authorities are paying considerable attention to the quality of the public
domain of their cities - including their urban squares. Politicians find them good places for rallies.
Children consider squares to be playgrounds, the elderly as places to catch-up with each other, and
for many others squares are simply a place to pause for a moment. Urban Squares as Places, Links
and Displays: Successes and Failures discusses how people experience squares and the nature of the
people who use them. It presents a ‘typology of squares’ based on the dimensions of ownership, the
square’s instrumental functions, and a series of their basic physical attributes including size, degree
of enclosure, configuration and organization of the space within them and finally based on their
aesthetic attributes - their meanings. Twenty case studies illustrate what works and what does not
work in different cities around the world. It discusses the qualities of lively squares and quieter,
more restorative places as well as what contributes to making urban squares less desirable as
destinations for the general public. The book closes with the policy implications, stressing the
importance and difficulties of designing good public places. Urban Squares offers how-to guidance
along with a strong theoretical framework making it ideal for architects, city planners and landscape
architects working on the design and upgrade of squares.

four times square building architect: New York Magazine , 1996-09-23 New York magazine
was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place
for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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