
foucault history of sexuality summary
foucault history of sexuality summary offers an insightful exploration into the complex
relationship between power, knowledge, and human sexuality as examined by the French
philosopher Michel Foucault. This comprehensive overview delves into Foucault’s groundbreaking
multi-volume work, "The History of Sexuality," which challenges conventional narratives about
sexual repression and liberation. By analyzing how societies construct sexual identities and regulate
sexual behavior through discourse and institutional practices, Foucault redefines sexuality as a
product of power relations rather than a mere biological or natural phenomenon. This article will
provide a detailed foucault history of sexuality summary, highlighting key themes such as the
repressive hypothesis, bio-power, and the role of confession and discourse. Readers will gain a
thorough understanding of Foucault’s critical perspective on the historical evolution of sexuality and
its implications for contemporary social theory.
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Introduction to Foucault’s History of Sexuality
Michel Foucault’s "The History of Sexuality" is a seminal work in critical theory and social
philosophy that examines the historical development of sexuality from antiquity to the modern era.
Rather than viewing sexuality as a fixed or natural element of human existence, Foucault situates it
within the dynamics of power and social control. His analysis spans several volumes, each focusing
on different periods and mechanisms through which sexuality is constructed and regulated. The
foucault history of sexuality summary begins by outlining the intellectual context of his work and his
methodological approach, which combines genealogy and archaeology to uncover the underlying
power structures embedded in sexual discourse.

Context and Methodology
Foucault wrote "The History of Sexuality" during a period of intense social and political change,
engaging with contemporary debates on sexuality, identity, and power. His method involves tracing
historical shifts in discourse and institutions to reveal how sexuality has been shaped by and used to
exercise power. This approach departs from conventional histories that focus solely on legislation or
moral codes, instead emphasizing the role of knowledge systems and practices.



The Repressive Hypothesis and Its Critique
A central theme in Foucault’s foucault history of sexuality summary is his challenge to the so-called
"repressive hypothesis," the widespread belief that Western society has historically repressed
sexuality, particularly since the Victorian era. Foucault argues that this narrative is misleading and
overly simplistic.

Understanding the Repressive Hypothesis
The repressive hypothesis posits that sexuality was a taboo subject, forced into silence by social and
religious institutions, leading to repression and denial of sexual expression. This view suggests that
modern liberation movements have sought to break this silence and free sexuality from constraints.

Foucault’s Critique and Alternative Perspective
Contrary to the repressive hypothesis, Foucault contends that the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries actually witnessed an explosion of discourse about sex. Rather than being silenced,
sexuality became a central object of scientific study, medical categorization, and moral regulation.
This proliferation of discourse served to control and manage populations rather than liberate them.

Sexuality was increasingly discussed in medicine, psychiatry, and education.

Institutions used sexual knowledge to regulate behavior and identity.

The discourse on sex was linked to disciplinary mechanisms and social norms.

Power, Knowledge, and Sexuality
Foucault’s foucault history of sexuality summary emphasizes the intimate connection between power
and knowledge in the construction of sexuality. He introduces the concept that knowledge about sex
is not neutral but is produced through power relations that seek to govern bodies and populations.

Power as Productive, Not Merely Repressive
Foucault redefines power as a productive force that creates reality, identities, and truths rather than
simply repressing or prohibiting behaviors. Power operates through knowledge systems that define
what is normal, abnormal, permissible, or deviant in sexual conduct.

Discourses on Sexuality
Discourses—structured ways of talking and thinking about sex—play a crucial role in shaping sexual



identities and social practices. Through these discourses, institutions such as the family, the legal
system, and medicine enforce norms and categorize individuals.

Bio-Power and the Regulation of Population
One of the most influential concepts introduced in Foucault’s foucault history of sexuality summary
is bio-power, which refers to the strategies and mechanisms through which power is exercised over
populations by regulating life processes, including sexuality.

Defining Bio-Power
Bio-power emerges in the modern state as a means to optimize the health, productivity, and
reproduction of populations. It involves two poles: the discipline of individual bodies and the
regulation of populations through statistical and administrative controls.

Sexuality as a Target of Bio-Power
Sexuality becomes a key site for bio-power because controlling reproduction, family structures, and
sexual behavior directly impacts population dynamics. This control is exercised through:

Public health policies

Sex education

Legal restrictions on sexual conduct

Medical interventions

Confession, Discourse, and the Production of Sexuality
Foucault highlights confession as a pivotal practice in the production and regulation of sexuality.
The foucault history of sexuality summary must address how confession functions within Western
societies as a mechanism that compels individuals to produce truth about their desires and
behaviors.

The Role of Confession
Originating in religious contexts, confession extends beyond the church into various institutions
such as psychiatry and law. It serves to elicit detailed accounts of sexual conduct, which are then
used to normalize individuals or mark them as deviant.



Sexuality as a Constructed Identity
Through these practices of confession and discourse, sexuality is not merely an innate attribute but
a constructed identity. Individuals come to understand themselves and others through the categories
and labels produced by societal power relations.

Impact and Legacy of Foucault’s Work
The foucault history of sexuality summary concludes by recognizing the profound influence
Foucault’s analysis has had on multiple disciplines, including sociology, gender studies, queer
theory, and cultural studies. His work challenges essentialist views of sexuality and underscores the
importance of examining power dynamics in understanding sexual identities and norms.

Contributions to Contemporary Thought
Foucault’s insights encourage critical examination of how sexuality is framed within social
institutions and cultural practices. They also inspire activism and scholarship aimed at uncovering
hidden power structures and advocating for sexual freedom and diversity.

Continued Relevance
Today, Foucault’s theories remain vital for analyzing ongoing debates around sexual rights, gender
identity, and biopolitical governance. His foucault history of sexuality summary highlights the
enduring significance of his critique of power and the social construction of sexuality in
contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Foucault's 'History of Sexuality'
series?
Foucault's 'History of Sexuality' series primarily explores how power, knowledge, and discourse
shape and regulate human sexuality, challenging the traditional repressive hypothesis that Western
society has historically suppressed sexuality.

How does Foucault challenge traditional views on sexuality in
his work?
Foucault challenges the traditional view that sexuality was repressed in Western society, arguing
instead that since the 17th century, there has been an increased discourse on sex, which has served
as a means of social control and power.



What role does power play in Foucault's analysis of sexuality?
In Foucault's analysis, power is not simply repressive but productive; it circulates through social
institutions and discourses to shape sexual identities and behaviors, making sexuality a site of power
relations rather than merely private or natural.

What is the 'repressive hypothesis' according to Foucault?
The 'repressive hypothesis' is the common belief that Western society historically repressed
sexuality, particularly after the Victorian era, which Foucault critiques by showing how discourses
on sexuality actually proliferated during this time.

How does Foucault link sexuality to knowledge and discourse?
Foucault argues that sexuality is constructed through knowledge and discourse; scientific, medical,
and psychological discussions about sex have created categories and norms that regulate sexual
behavior and identities.

What historical periods does Foucault examine in 'The History
of Sexuality'?
Foucault examines the development of sexual discourse primarily from the 17th century onwards,
focusing on how modern Western societies have produced knowledge and power relations around
sexuality rather than simply repressing it.

Additional Resources
1. The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1: An Introduction
Michel Foucault’s seminal work explores the relationship between power, knowledge, and sexuality
in Western society. He challenges the traditional repressive hypothesis, arguing that discourse on
sexuality has actually proliferated since the 17th century. The book examines how sexuality is
constructed through social institutions and power relations rather than being a natural or purely
biological phenomenon.

2. Foucault and the History of Sexuality: An Introduction
This book serves as a comprehensive introduction to Foucault’s ideas on sexuality, providing context
for his theories within broader philosophical and historical debates. It breaks down key concepts
such as biopower, discourse, and subjectivity, making Foucault’s complex theories accessible. The
text also discusses the impact of his work on contemporary sexual politics and cultural studies.

3. Sexuality and Power: Foucault and the Politics of Sexuality
Focusing on the interplay between sexuality and power structures, this book analyzes how
Foucault’s theories illuminate the regulation and control of sexual behavior. It explores how
sexuality is a site of political struggle and the mechanisms through which societies normalize or
marginalize sexual identities. The author also examines the implications of Foucault’s work for
feminist and queer theory.

4. Michel Foucault’s The History of Sexuality: A Critical Introduction



This critical introduction provides an in-depth analysis of Foucault’s arguments and methodology in
The History of Sexuality. It situates his work within the broader intellectual tradition and critiques
some of the limitations and controversies surrounding his approach. The book is valuable for readers
seeking a balanced understanding of Foucault’s contribution to sexuality studies.

5. The Birth of Biopolitics and the History of Sexuality
This book connects Foucault’s concepts of biopolitics and governmentality with his analysis of
sexuality, showing how power operates at the level of populations and life itself. It investigates how
sexual norms are embedded in political strategies aimed at regulating bodies and reproductive
behaviors. The text provides a nuanced view of the relationship between sexuality, governance, and
modern state power.

6. Foucault, Sexuality, and Ethics: A Critical Reader
Compiling essays from various scholars, this reader explores the ethical dimensions of Foucault’s
work on sexuality. It addresses questions of freedom, subjectivity, and resistance within the
framework of his theories. The volume highlights the ongoing relevance of Foucault’s thought in
contemporary debates on sexual ethics and identity politics.

7. Power/Knowledge and the History of Sexuality
This book delves into the core Foucauldian concept of power/knowledge as it relates to sexual
discourse. It examines how knowledge about sexuality is produced and used to exert control while
also opening possibilities for resistance. The author traces the historical emergence of sexual
knowledge and its implications for social norms and individual behavior.

8. The Routledge Guidebook to Foucault’s The History of Sexuality
Designed as a student-friendly guide, this book breaks down the complex ideas found in Foucault’s
text into clear, manageable sections. It includes summaries, key themes, and critical questions to aid
understanding and discussion. The guide also contextualizes the work within Foucault’s broader
philosophy and the history of social thought.

9. Queer Theory and The History of Sexuality: Intersections and Divergences
This book explores the dialogue between Foucault’s History of Sexuality and the development of
queer theory. It highlights how Foucault’s critique of sexual norms has influenced queer scholarship
while also identifying areas of tension. The work offers insights into how both frameworks challenge
traditional understandings of identity, power, and desire.
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Victorian regime supported a Victorian regime. #2 Repression is the characteristic feature of
Victorian society, which distinguishes it from the prohibitions maintained by penal law. Repression is
the practice of making something disappear by driving it out, denying it, and silence it. #3 We are
told that modern sexual repression is the result of a long history of repression, dating back to the
classical age. The history of sex is transposed into the history of the modes of production, and its
minor aspect is ignored. #4 The speaker’s benefit of speaking about sex in terms of repression is
that it allows them to transgress the law and speak about it, which gives them a sense of freedom.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: The History of Sexuality: An Introduction,
Volume 1 (SparkNotes Philosophy Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The History of Sexuality: An
Introduction, Volume 1 (SparkNotes Philosophy Guide) Making the reading experience fun!
SparkNotes Philosophy Guides are one-stop guides to the great works of philosophy–masterpieces
that stand at the foundations of Western thought. Inside each Philosophy Guide you’ll find insightful
overviews of great philosophical works of the Western world.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: The History of Sexuality Michel Foucault, 1990-04-14
Why we are so fascinated with sex and sexuality—from the preeminent philosopher of the 20th
century. Michel Foucault offers an iconoclastic exploration of why we feel compelled to continually
analyze and discuss sex, and of the social and mental mechanisms of power that cause us to direct
the questions of what we are to what our sexuality is.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: An Analysis of Michel Foucault's The History of
Sexuality Rachele Dini, Chiara Briganti, 2017-07-12 Michel Foucault is famous as one of the
20th-century’s most innovative and wide-ranging thinkers. The qualities that made him one of the
most-read and influential theorists of the modern age find full expression in History of Sexuality, the
last project Foucault was able to complete before his death in 1984. Central to Foucault’s appeal is
the creativity of his thought. Creative thinking takes many forms – from redefining an issue in a
novel way to making unexpected and illuminating connections. Foucault’s particular talent could
perhaps best be described as turning questions inside out. In the case of sexuality, for instance, his
interpretation of the historical evidence led him to argue that the sexual categories that we are used
to (homosexual, lesbian, straight, and so on) are not “natural,” but constructs that are products of
the ways in which power and knowledge interact in society. Such categories, Foucault continues,
actually serve to produce the desires they seek to name. And their creation, in turn, is closely linked
to the power that society exerts on those who belong to different sexual groups. Foucault’s ideas –
familiar now – were so novel in their time that they proved highly challenging. But to see the world
through Foucault’s thought is to see it in a profoundly different and illuminating way – an example of
creative thinking at its best.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality
Thomas Lemke, 2019-02-26 Lemke offers the most comprehensive and systematic account of Michel
Foucault's work on power and government from 1970 until his death in 1984. He convincingly
argues, using material that has only partly been translated into English, that Foucault's concern with
ethics and forms of subjectivation is always already integrated into his political concerns and his
analytics of power. The book also shows how the concept of government was taken up in different
lines of research in France before it gave rise to governmentality studies in the Anglophone world. A
Critique of Political Reason: Foucault's Analysis of Modern Governmentality provides a clear and
well-structured exposition that is theoretically challenging but also accessible for a wider audience.
Thus, the book can be read both as an original examination of Foucault's concept of government and
as a general introduction to his genealogy of power.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory
Anthony Elliott, Charles Lemert, 2022-04-24 In this comprehensive and clear introduction to
contemporary social theory, Anthony Elliott and Charles Lemert explore the major theoretical
traditions from the Frankfurt School to the digital revolution and beyond. Fully revised and updated,
this second edition has been expanded to consider the most recent developments in social theory,
including a new chapter on the digital revolution and the increasingly significant impact of



technological developments (such as artificial intelligence, machine learning and robotics) on
society, culture and politics. Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory provides the reader with a
superb overview of key developments in social theory, including the Frankfurt School, American
pragmatism, structuralism, post-structuralism, feminism, globalization and world-systems theory. In
doing so, the textbook explores the ideas of a wide range of social theorists, including Theodor
Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Talcott Parsons, Erving Goffman, Harold Garfinkel, Michel Foucault,
Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, C. Wright Mills, Anthony Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva,
Jürgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Žižek, Manuel Castells, Cornel West, Immanuel Wallerstein
and Zygmunt Bauman. This textbook provides stylish exposition with powerful social critique and
original insights. It will be indispensable to students and academics alike.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Constructing Foucault's ethics Mark Olssen,
2021-06-15 In popularizing the term ‘speaking truth to power’, now widely used throughout the
world, Michel Foucault established the basis upon which a new ethics can be constructed. This is the
thesis that Mark Olssen advances in Constructing Foucault’s ethics. Olssen not only ‘speaks truth’ to
existing moral and ethical theories that have dominated western philosophy since Plato, but also
shows how, by using Foucault’s insights, an alternative ethical and moral theory can be established
that both avoids the pitfalls of postmodern relativism and simultaneously grounds ethical, moral, and
political discourse for the present age. Taking the late ‘ethical turn’ in the philosopher’s thought as
its starting point, this ambitious study seeks to construct an ethics beyond anything Foucault ever
attempted while remaining consistent with his core postulates. In doing so it advances the concept
of ‘life continuance’, which expresses a normative orientation to the future in terms of the quest for
survival and well-being, giving rise to irreducible normative values as part of the discursive order of
events. This approach is explored in contrast with a range of other, established systems, from the
Kantian to the Marxist to contract ethics and utilitarianism.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Michel Foucault Barry Smart, 2002 This classic series
provides students with concise and readable introductions to the work, life and influence of the
great sociological thinkers.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: After The History of Sexuality Scott Spector, Helmut
Puff, Dagmar Herzog, 2012-07-01 Michel Foucault’s seminal The History of Sexuality (1976–1984)
has since its publication provided a context for the emergence of critical historical studies of
sexuality. This collection reassesses the state of the historiography on sexuality—a field in which the
German case has been traditionally central. In many diverse ways, the Foucauldian intervention has
governed the formation of questions in the field as well as the assumptions about how some of these
questions should be answered. It can be argued, however, that some of these revolutionary insights
have ossified into dogmas or truisms within the field. Yet, as these contributions meticulously reveal,
those very truisms, when revisited with a fresh eye, can lead to new, unexpected insights into the
history of sexuality, necessitating a return to and reinterpretation of Foucault’s richly complex work.
This volume will be necessary reading for students of historical sexuality as well as for those readers
in German history and German studies generally who have an interest in the history of sexuality.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: A New Companion to Renaissance Drama Arthur F.
Kinney, Thomas Warren Hopper, 2017-04-20 A New Companion to Renaissance Drama provides an
invaluable summary of past and present scholarship surrounding the most popular and influential
literary form of its time. Original interpretations from leading scholars set the scene for important
paths of future inquiry. A colorful, comprehensive and interdisciplinary overview of the material
conditions of Renaissance plays, England's most important dramatic period Contributors are both
established and emerging scholars, with many leading international figures in the discipline Offers a
unique approach by organizing the chapters by cultural context, theatre history, genre studies,
theoretical applications, and material studies Chapters address newest departures and future
directions for Renaissance drama scholarship Arthur Kinney is a world-renowned figure in the field
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Foucault's Last Decade Stuart Elden, 2017-09-05 On
26 August 1974, Michel Foucault completed work on Discipline and Punish, and on that very same



day began writing the first volume of The History of Sexuality. A little under ten years later, on 25
June 1984, shortly after the second and third volumes were published, he was dead. This decade is
one of the most fascinating of his career. It begins with the initiation of the sexuality project, and
ends with its enforced and premature closure. Yet in 1974 he had something very different in mind
for The History of Sexuality than the way things were left in 1984. Foucault originally planned a
thematically organised series of six volumes, but wrote little of what he promised and published
none of them. Instead over the course of the next decade he took his work in very different
directions, studying, lecturing and writing about historical periods stretching back to antiquity. This
book offers a detailed intellectual history of both the abandoned thematic project and the more
properly historical version left incomplete at his death. It draws on all Foucault’s writings in this
period, his courses at the Collège de France and lectures elsewhere, as well as material archived in
France and California to provide a comprehensive overview and synthetic account of Foucault’s last
decade.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Beyond the City Limits R.W. Sandwell, 1998-12-01
Historians have not usually identified British Columbia as a rural province. B.C. historiography has
been dominated by mining, logging, and fishing, and theorized within the context of large-scale,
laissez-faire capitalism and economic individualism. Silences in the historical record have
exacerbated this situation and lent tacit support to the dominance of resource-based capitalism as
the shaping force in B.C. history. The essays in Beyond the City Limits, all published here for the
first time, decisively break this silence and challenge traditional readings of B.C. history. In this
wide-ranging collection, R.W. Sandwell draws together a distinguished group of contributors who
bring expertise, methodologies, and theoretical perspectives taken from social and political history,
environmental studies, cultural geography, and anthropology. They discuss such diverse topics as
Aboriginal-White settler relations on Vancouver Island, pimping and violence in northern BC, and
the triumph of the coddling moth over Okanagan orchardists, to show that a narrow emphasis on
resource extraction, capitalist labour relations, and urban society is simply not broad enough to
adequately describe those who populated the province's history. By challenging the dominant
urban-based and overwhelmingly capitalist interpretation of the province's history, the provocative
essays in Beyond the City Limits expand our understanding of what rural was and what it meant in
the history of British Columbia.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Religion and Culture Michel Foucault, 2013-09-13
First Published in 1999. Postmodern theorist Michel Foucault is best known for his work on power/
knowledge, and on the regulation of sexuality in modern society. Yet throughout his life, Foucault
was continually concerned with Christianity, other spiritual movements and religious traditions, and
the death of God, and these themes and materials scattered are throughout his many writings.
Religion and Culture collects for the first time this important thinker's work on religion, religious
experience, and society. Here are classic essays such as The Battle for Chastity , alongside those
that have been less widely read in English or in French. Selections are arranged in three groupings:
Madness, Religion and the Avant-Garde; Religions, Politics and the East; and Christianity, Sexuality
and the Self: Fragments of an Unpublished Volume. Ranging from Foucault's earliest studies of
madness to Confessions of the Flesh , the unpublished fourth volume of his History of Sexuality , his
final thoughts on early Christianity, Religion and Culture makes Foucault's work an indispensable
part of contemporary religious thought, while also making an important link between religious
studies and cultural studies.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Space, Knowledge and Power Stuart Elden,
2016-04-01 Michel Foucault’s work is rich with implications and insights concerning spatiality, and
has inspired many geographers and social scientists to develop these ideas in their own research.
This book, the first to engage Foucault’s geographies in detail from a wide range of perspectives, is
framed around his discussions with the French geography journal Hérodote in the mid 1970s. The
opening third of the book comprises some of Foucault’s previously untranslated work on questions of
space, a range of responses from French and English language commentators, and a newly



translated essay by Claude Raffestin, a leading Swiss geographer. The rest of the book presents
specially commissioned essays which examine the remarkable reception of Foucault’s work in
English and French language geography; situate Foucault’s project historically; and provide a series
of developments of his work in the contemporary contexts of power, biopolitics, governmentality and
war. Contributors include a number of key figures in social/spatial theory such as David Harvey,
Chris Philo, Sara Mills, Nigel Thrift, John Agnew, Thomas Flynn and Matthew Hannah. Written in an
open and engaging tone, the contributors discuss just what they find valuable - and frustrating -
about Foucault’s geographies. This is a book which will both surprise and challenge.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: The Final Foucault James Bernauer, David
Rasmussen, 1988-03-18 The Final Foucault is devoted to his last published (and some as yet
unpublished) work and includes a translation of one of his last interviews, a comprehensive
bibliography of his publications, and a biographical chronology. Michel Foucault left a rich legacy of
ideas and approaches, many of which still await exposition and analysis. The Final Foucault is
devoted to his last published (and some as yet unpublished) work and includes a translation of one of
his last interviews, a comprehensive bibliography of his publications, and a biographical chronology.
Foucault was still working on his history of sexuality when he died in 1984, but his main concern
remained, as throughout his career, a deeper understanding of the nature of truth. His final set of
lectures at the College de France, described here by Thomas Flynn, focused on the concept of
truth-telling as a moral virtue in the ancient world. In the other essays, Karlis Racevskis examines
the questions of identity at the core of Foucault's work; Garth Gillan takes up the problems inherent
in any attempt to characterize Foucault's philosophy; James Bernauer explores the ethical basis of
Foucault's work and offers a context for understanding his late interest in the Christian experience;
and Diane Rubenstein offers a Lacanian interpretation of the last work. The Final Foucault is based
on a special issue of the Journal Philosophy and Social Criticism, edited by David Rasmussen and
published at Boston College.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Understanding the Chiapas Rebellion Nicholas P.
Higgins, 2009-12-03 To many observers in the late 1980s and early 1990s, Mexico appeared to be a
modern nation-state at last assuming an international role through its participation in NAFTA and
the OECD (Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development). Then came the Zapatista
revolt on New Year's Day 1994. Wearing ski masks and demanding not power but a new
understanding of the indigenous peoples of Mexico, Subcomandante Marcos and his followers
launched what may be the first post or counter modern revolution, one that challenges the very
concept of the modern nation-state and its vision of a fully assimilated citizenry. This book offers a
new way of understanding the Zapatista conflict as a counteraction to the forces of modernity and
globalization that have rendered indigenous peoples virtually invisible throughout the world. Placing
the conflict within a broad sociopolitical and historical context, Nicholas Higgins traces the relations
between Maya Indians and the Mexican state from the conquest to the present—which reveals a
centuries-long contest over the Maya people's identity and place within Mexico. His incisive analysis
of this contest clearly explains how the notions of modernity and even of the state require the
assimilation of indigenous peoples. With this understanding, Higgins argues, the Zapatista uprising
becomes neither surprising nor unpredictable, but rather the inevitable outcome of a modernizing
program that suppressed the identity and aspirations of the Maya peoples.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Michel Foucault Sara Mills, 2012-11 It is impossible
to imagine contemporary critical theory without the work of Michel Foucault. His radical reworkings
of the concepts of power, knowledge, discourse and identity have influenced the widest possible
range of theories and impacted upon disciplinary fields from literary studies to anthropology. Aimed
at students approaching Foucault's texts for the first time, this volume offers:* an examination of
Foucault's contexts* a guide to his key ideas* an overview of responses to his work* practical hints
on 'using Foucault'* an annotated guide to his most influential works* suggestions for further
reading.Challenging not just what we think but how we think, Foucault's work remains the subject of
heated debate. Sara Mills' Michel Foucault offers an introduction to both the ideas and the debate,



fully equipping student readers for an encounter with this most influential of thinkers.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Abnormal Michel Foucault, 2007-04-01 From 1971
until his death in 1984, Foucault gave public lectures at the world-famous College de France.
Attended by thousands, these were seminal events in the world of French letters. Picador is proud to
be publishing the lectures in thirteen volumes. The lectures comprising Abnormal begin by
examining the role of psychiatry in modern criminal justice, and its method of categorizing
individuals who resemble their crime before they commit it. Building on the themes of societal
self-defense in Society Must Be Defended, Foucault shows how and why defining abnormality and
normality were prerogatives of power in the nineteenth century. The College de France lectures add
immeasurably to our appreciation of Foucault's work and offer a unique window into his thinking.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: Genuine Reciprocity and Group Authenticity Kevin
Craig Boileau, 2000 To some, Jean-Paul Sartre's philosophy signaled the end of modernity. Michael
Foucault's theories on the generation of the self helped to usher in the post-modern era. Kevin
Boileau's work, Genuine Reciprocity and Group Authenticity argues that Sartre's insight into the
positive reciprocal relationships of individuals can be understood through the Foucauldian concept
of power and discourse. The book explores authenticity on individual and group levels, breaking new
ground in the study of Sartre and Foucault. It is a beneficial tool for philosophers studying modern
or post-modern thought.
  foucault history of sexuality summary: The Cambridge Companion to Foucault Gary Gutting,
2005-07-18 For Michel Foucault, philosophy was a way of questioning the allegedly necessary truths
that underpin the practices and institutions of modern society. He carried this out in a series of
deeply original and strikingly controversial studies on the origins of modern medical and social
scientific disciplines. These studies have raised fundamental questions about the nature of human
knowledge and its relation to power structures, and have become major topics of discussion
throughout the humanities and social sciences. The essays in this volume provide a comprehensive
overview of Foucault's major themes and texts, from his early work on madness through his history
of sexuality. Special attention is also paid to thinkers and movements, from Kant through current
feminist theory, that are particularly important for understanding his work and its impact. This
revised edition contains five new essays and revisions of many others, and the extensive
bibliography has been updated.
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