
fortune society brooklyn ny
fortune society brooklyn ny is a vital organization dedicated to supporting individuals who have
been involved with the criminal justice system in Brooklyn, New York. This nonprofit provides a
comprehensive range of services designed to assist formerly incarcerated people in their transition
back into society, promoting rehabilitation, reducing recidivism, and fostering community
reintegration. Known for its holistic approach, Fortune Society offers housing, education, employment
assistance, mental health services, and advocacy to empower clients and help them rebuild their
lives. This article explores the mission, history, programs, and impact of Fortune Society in Brooklyn,
NY, providing a detailed overview for those seeking information on services aimed at criminal justice
reform and reentry support. A closer look at its community partnerships and funding sources will also
highlight how Fortune Society sustains its critical work.
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Overview and Mission of Fortune Society Brooklyn NY
The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY, operates with a clear mission to support individuals impacted by
incarceration through comprehensive reentry services and advocacy. Its core objective is to reduce
recidivism by addressing the barriers faced by formerly incarcerated people, such as housing
instability, unemployment, lack of education, and mental health challenges. Fortune Society’s
approach is founded on respect, dignity, and empowerment, striving to create a supportive
environment that fosters self-sufficiency and successful reintegration into the community. By offering
tailored programs and resources, the organization works to break the cycle of incarceration and
contribute to safer neighborhoods in Brooklyn and beyond.

History and Development
Established in 1967, Fortune Society has evolved from a grassroots initiative into one of the leading
reentry organizations in New York City. Founded by David Rothenberg, who was inspired by the need



to provide support for people released from prison, the organization initially focused on providing
direct assistance and advocating for criminal justice reform. Over the decades, Fortune Society
expanded its services, incorporating evidence-based practices and collaborating with government
agencies and community partners. Its Brooklyn branch serves as a key hub for delivering programs
tailored to the unique needs of the borough’s diverse population, reflecting the organization’s
commitment to continuous growth and adaptation.

Core Programs and Services
Fortune Society Brooklyn NY offers a broad spectrum of programs aimed at addressing the
multifaceted challenges faced by formerly incarcerated individuals. These services are designed to
foster personal development, stability, and community connection. The key program areas include
housing assistance, education and vocational training, employment services, mental health and
substance abuse counseling, and legal support.

Housing Assistance and Support
Stable housing is a critical factor in successful reentry, and Fortune Society provides various housing
options, including transitional and permanent supportive housing. These programs help clients secure
safe, affordable accommodations while receiving case management and life skills training. The
organization also assists with navigating housing applications and overcoming barriers such as
discrimination or lack of rental history.

Employment and Educational Opportunities
Recognizing the importance of gainful employment and education, Fortune Society offers job
readiness training, career counseling, and placement services. Educational programs range from GED
preparation to vocational certificates and college access initiatives. The goal is to equip clients with
the skills and qualifications necessary to compete in the labor market and achieve long-term
economic independence.

Mental Health and Wellness Services
Addressing mental health needs is a cornerstone of the Fortune Society’s holistic approach. The
organization provides counseling, psychiatric services, substance abuse treatment, and peer support
groups. These services aim to improve emotional well-being, reduce relapse into harmful behaviors,
and support overall recovery.

Housing Assistance and Support
Fortune Society Brooklyn NY places significant emphasis on housing as a foundation for successful
reentry. The organization manages a variety of housing programs that cater to different client needs,
from emergency shelter to supportive housing with integrated services. Housing stability helps reduce
the risk of recidivism by providing a safe and structured environment where clients can focus on



personal growth and employment.

Transitional housing for individuals recently released from incarceration

Permanent supportive housing for clients with chronic challenges

Case management to assist with tenancy and life skills

Collaboration with landlords and community stakeholders

Employment and Educational Opportunities
Employment is a critical component in breaking the cycle of incarceration. Fortune Society Brooklyn
NY offers a robust set of employment-related services designed to prepare clients for meaningful
careers. Job readiness workshops include resume building, interview preparation, and workplace
etiquette. Additionally, the organization connects clients with local employers and apprenticeship
programs to facilitate job placement.

Educational services focus on academic achievement and skill development, providing access to GED
classes, literacy programs, and vocational training in fields such as construction, technology, and
healthcare. These educational opportunities empower clients to improve their qualifications and
increase earning potential.

Mental Health and Wellness Services
The Fortune Society understands that mental health and substance use disorders often intersect with
incarceration. Therefore, comprehensive mental health and wellness services are integral to its
Brooklyn operations. Licensed clinicians provide individual and group therapy addressing trauma,
depression, anxiety, and addiction recovery. The organization also facilitates peer support networks
that foster community and mutual aid among clients.

By integrating mental health treatment with other reentry services, Fortune Society ensures a
coordinated approach that promotes holistic recovery and resilience.

Community Impact and Advocacy
Beyond direct services, Fortune Society Brooklyn NY plays an active role in advocacy and criminal
justice reform. The organization engages in public education campaigns, policy advocacy, and
research to influence laws and practices that affect formerly incarcerated individuals. Its advocacy
efforts aim to dismantle systemic barriers such as employment discrimination, housing restrictions,
and sentencing policies.

Fortune Society also coordinates community forums and stakeholder partnerships to raise awareness
and mobilize support for reentry initiatives. This multifaceted approach enhances its impact on social
justice and community safety.



Partnerships and Funding
Fortune Society Brooklyn NY sustains its programs through a combination of public and private
funding sources. It collaborates with city and state agencies, foundations, and corporate donors to
secure the financial resources necessary for service delivery. Partnerships with other nonprofits,
educational institutions, and employers also expand the scope and effectiveness of its programs.

Grants from government agencies focused on criminal justice and social services

Support from philanthropic foundations dedicated to reentry and rehabilitation

Collaborations with local businesses for job placement and training opportunities

Community partnerships enhancing resource sharing and client referrals

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY
provide?
The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY offers a range of services including reentry support for formerly
incarcerated individuals, housing assistance, education and employment programs, mental health
counseling, and substance abuse treatment.

How can I volunteer at The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY?
To volunteer at The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY, you can visit their official website or contact their
office directly to learn about current volunteer opportunities and application procedures.

Where is The Fortune Society located in Brooklyn, NY?
The Fortune Society's main offices are located in Brooklyn, NY. For the exact address and directions, it
is best to visit their official website or contact them directly.

Does The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY offer housing
programs?
Yes, The Fortune Society in Brooklyn, NY provides supportive housing programs to help formerly
incarcerated individuals secure stable and affordable housing.

How does The Fortune Society support employment for
formerly incarcerated individuals in Brooklyn, NY?
The Fortune Society offers job training, career counseling, resume assistance, and job placement



services to help formerly incarcerated individuals in Brooklyn, NY gain meaningful employment.

Can I donate to The Fortune Society to support their work in
Brooklyn, NY?
Yes, donations to The Fortune Society are welcomed and can be made through their official website to
support their various programs and services in Brooklyn, NY.

Additional Resources
1. The Fortune Society: Advocating for the Formerly Incarcerated in Brooklyn
This book explores the history and mission of The Fortune Society, a prominent nonprofit organization
based in Brooklyn, NY. It delves into the society’s efforts to support individuals impacted by the
criminal justice system through advocacy, education, and reentry services. Readers gain insight into
the challenges faced by formerly incarcerated people and the community's role in fostering their
successful reintegration.

2. Brooklyn’s Path to Redemption: The Story of The Fortune Society
Focusing on Brooklyn as a backdrop, this book chronicles the creation and growth of The Fortune
Society. It highlights personal stories of transformation and resilience among those helped by the
organization. The narrative also addresses broader social issues like mass incarceration and systemic
inequality in New York.

3. Rebuilding Lives: The Fortune Society’s Role in Criminal Justice Reform
This title examines The Fortune Society’s impact on criminal justice reform at both local and national
levels. It outlines the programs and policy initiatives spearheaded by the Brooklyn-based group to
reduce recidivism and promote fair treatment for formerly incarcerated individuals. The book also
discusses collaboration with government agencies and community partners.

4. Voices of Fortune: Stories from Brooklyn’s Formerly Incarcerated
A collection of firsthand accounts, this book presents the diverse experiences of people supported by
The Fortune Society in Brooklyn. Through interviews and personal essays, readers learn about the
obstacles, hopes, and successes of individuals rebuilding their lives after incarceration. It offers a
humanizing perspective on issues often overlooked by society.

5. The Fortune Society and Harlem to Brooklyn: A Journey of Social Justice
Tracing the roots of The Fortune Society from its origins in Harlem to its current Brooklyn presence,
this book explores the organization’s evolution. It highlights the cultural and social dynamics that
shaped its mission and the community’s response to incarceration. The text provides historical
context to the society’s enduring commitment to justice.

6. Building Bridges: Community Empowerment through The Fortune Society
This book details how The Fortune Society fosters community empowerment in Brooklyn by providing
housing, education, and employment services. It discusses the importance of community-based
support in reducing the stigma surrounding formerly incarcerated individuals. Case studies illustrate
how these efforts contribute to neighborhood revitalization.

7. Pathways to Freedom: Education and Employment Initiatives by The Fortune Society
An in-depth look at the educational and vocational programs offered by The Fortune Society in



Brooklyn, this book emphasizes the critical role of skills development in successful reentry. It shares
success stories of program participants who have achieved stability and independence. The book also
addresses challenges in policy and funding.

8. Justice Reimagined: The Fortune Society’s Vision for a Fairer Brooklyn
This title presents The Fortune Society’s forward-looking strategies aimed at transforming the criminal
justice landscape in Brooklyn. It discusses innovative approaches to reducing incarceration rates and
supporting restorative justice. The book is a call to action for policymakers, activists, and community
members.

9. Hope Renewed: The Fortune Society’s Impact on Brooklyn Families
Focusing on the family aspect, this book explores how The Fortune Society helps not only individuals
but also their families in Brooklyn. It highlights programs that address mental health, housing
stability, and youth support. Through these efforts, the society contributes to breaking cycles of
incarceration and fostering community well-being.
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  fortune society brooklyn ny: The Secret's Out Anthony Isaacs, 2020-11-23 The Secret's Out
offers two program models-Footsteps for those incarcerated and Reentry for released parolees-to
help avoid and decrease high numbers of behavioral problems by returning citizens currently
experiencing addictions, socially diminished lifestyles, financial hardships, and homelessness. The
Footsteps and Reentry models, once utilized and embraced, can restore a sense of purpose, stability,
pride, and focus to our returning citizens. Footsteps has a unique program design (with ten
specialized areas of focus) that deals with modern-day realities and addresses unique issues in
practical and productive ways. Its holistic self-help approach empowers individuals to actively
participate in the transformation of their lives. Its major goal is to assist our returning citizens, while
incarcerated, with gaining the necessary skills and training to achieve independent living upon
release. Correctional institutions must examine and address the unique issues men and women are
confronted with when entering the prison. Often, these men and women are still suffering from
immediate effects of broken relationships and shock of the newfound incarceration. As a result, it is
often difficult for them to adjust to the many rules and regulations imposed on them by a structured
environmental program. The Footsteps model is the foundation of the transformative thinking
necessary for success upon release and the precursor for the second phase of the independent living
framework: Reentry for returning citizens. The second phase of the transformation process is
Reentry. The Reentry model was created and developed as a guide to assist the reentry community
with having a framework for success with our returning citizens. It is very important that all reentry
service providers speak the same language and have a clear understanding that there are different
phases of the reentry process. In this way, we have a clear vision of the goals and can effectively
monitor which phase a client has achieved and received services. The long-term goals of both
program models are moving the clients toward independent living without risky behaviors that
contribute to criminal mentality and negative outcomes. It is also important to assist the returning
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citizen in understanding what mental health is and how to maintain mental health wellness. There
must be a discussion and exploration about the different ways stress and trauma impacts our
well-being, as well as seeking and developing coping strategies, such as stress reduction activities.
In addition, the overall physical health and well-being of the individual must be given a focus, and
individuals must be educated about affordable methods of healthy eating to guide them in
maintaining their physical health, healthy lifestyle, the importance of regular checkups, and having
proper medical coverage and a primary-care physician. It is the ability to have and enjoy gainful
employment and independent housing. It is the understanding of and enjoying a positive relationship
with family and friends. The Secret's Out is a book that provides a blueprint for correctional
administrators, correctional staff, public officials, reentry agencies and reentry organizations to use
as a guide to effectively assist the men and women who have experienced incarceration and now
seeking to gain the soft skills and training necessary to achieve employment and independent living.
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Up from Dependency Domestic Policy Council (U.S.). Low Income
Opportunity Working Group, 1986
  fortune society brooklyn ny: 5 Steps To A Successful Re-Entry Clarence Bowden, 2018-09-17
Goodbye delusional thinking. This means taking those ideas to come out for that one big score or
package and throwing them in the garbage where they belong. There are no big packages, or scores
left for you. Until you understand this, you are already defeated, and on your way back for another
bid. What will it be this time? One year, four to twelve, six to eighteen, life? After all the time spent
incarcerated and seeing so many individuals return to prison or being killed, your goal is still to go
back to the neighborhood and do it again. So here is how that works....... The above paragraph is a
taken from one of the steps. My book the 5 Steps to a Successful Re-Entry is a solution focused, easy
to read, direct, honest and personal approach to addressing the problem of recidivism. Although
intended for the incarcerated and formerly incarcerated. It is also for the family and communities
these men and women will be returning to. I strongly believe that recidivism can be greatly reduced
and ultimately defeated by utilizing the steps provided within this book.
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Up from Dependency , 1986
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1998
  fortune society brooklyn ny: United States Congressional Serial Set, Serial No. 14919,
House Reports Nos. 567-598 ,
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2005 United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations, 2004
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Directory of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Associations
and Research Centers Sharon Lyles, 1997-11 A directory of organizations that are active in one or
more areas of the criminal justice system, including law enforcement, courts, corrections &
rehabilitation. Lists national organizations primarily, but also includes regional organizations & local
organizations of special interest as well as international organizations which have a significant
number of American members, a U.S. chapter or subcommittee, or are doing work applicable to law
enforcement in this country. Includes professional & volunteer social action associations, research
centers, & government agencies. Strictly social or fraternal organizations are not listed.
Comprehensive!
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Publication , 1991
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Real Cost of Prisons Comix Lois Ahrens, 2008-09-01 One out
of every hundred adults in the U.S. is in prison. This book provides a crash course in what drives
mass incarceration, the human and community costs, and how to stop the numbers from going even



higher. Collected in this volume are the three comic books published by the Real Cost of Prisons
Project. The stories and statistical information in each comic book are thoroughly researched and
documented. Prison Town: Paying the Price tells the story of how the financing and site locations of
prisons affects the people of rural communities in which prison are built. It also tells the story of
how mass incarceration affects people of urban communities where the majority of incarcerated
people come from. Prisoners of the War on Drugs includes the history of the war on drugs,
mandatory minimums, how racism creates harsher sentences for people of color, stories of how the
war on drugs works against women, three strikes laws, obstacles to coming home after
incarceration, and how mass incarceration destabilizes neighborhoods. Prisoners of a Hard Life:
Women and Their Children includes stories about women trapped by mandatory sentencing and the
“costs” of incarceration for women and their families. Also included are alternatives to the present
system, a glossary, and footnotes. Over 125,000 copies of the comic books have been printed and
more than 100,000 have been sent to people who are incarcerated, to their families, and to
organizers and activists throughout the country. The book includes a chapter with descriptions of
how the comix have been put to use in the work of organizers and activists in prison and in the “free
world” by ESL teachers, high school teachers, college professors, students, and health care
providers throughout the country. The demand for the comix is constant and the ways in which they
are being used are inspiring.
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Help Yourself Now Jan Yager, 2021-03-09 How to Find Help for
Any Situation Although we live in the age of information and everyone is bombarded with potential
sources of help, sifting through those possibilities can be a chore. This is where Help Yourself comes
in! With this useful reference, author Jan Yager provides an overview of the various situations that
most people have to navigate, from calling customer service or reporting a crime to finding credible
and reliable information about a business, health, or legal concern. Each chapter includes a brief
discussion of an issue, potential scenarios, and listings of relevant national and international
organizations. Yager also instructs readers on researching state agencies, so they can contact
appropriate organizations closer to home. Important topics of discussion include: Health insurance
Personal finances Housing assistance Employment services Family planning K–12 education College
selection and funding Small business development Legal services Crime victim resources Substance
abuse Emergency preparedness And more
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Priorities for Correctional Reform and S. 662 United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on National Penitentiaries, 1972
  fortune society brooklyn ny: City Time David Campbell, Jarrod Shanahan, 2025-01-07 A
unique insider perspective of daily life in New York City’s most notorious house of correction While
most people behind bars at Rikers Island are detainees awaiting the settlement of their cases, a
smaller population have already been convicted and are serving sentences deemed too short for the
state prison system. These stints are called “city time.” The sentences range from a few days to a
year, and are generally served within large, open dormitories lacking in privacy and sanitation.
Within these spaces, incarcerated people reproduce an elaborate set of rules, rituals, and
relationships, as a means both of survival and of giving meaning to the time taken from them.
Written by David Campbell and Jarrod Shanahan, who both served sentences at Rikers, City Time
reflects its authors’ personal experiences and observations of short-stay incarceration to present a
nuanced and vivid account of a social world kept locked away from the public eye. The authors
reconstruct the daily realities of sanitation, nourishment, recreation, work, and other necessary
activities, and emphasize the complex interpersonal relationships that emerge in response to city
time. Simultaneously, they paint a grim and urgent picture of structural racism, class violence, and
the disastrous lack of mental health and substance abuse resources for poor New Yorkers, who are
shuttled in and out of city time sentences as “frequent flyers.” Beginning with the authors’ own
processes of intake, and ending with the ritual of late-night release, City Time takes readers behind
the splashy headlines to depict, in intimately human terms, the rich and variegated social world
unfolding, at this very moment, on Rikers Island.



  fortune society brooklyn ny: SOLIDARITY TWO Andrew L. Lewis, 2014-05 Sorry I missed
you all, would have love to attend. Never-the-less, I trust we will get to see you all at some point in
our time. Inspirationally speaking encouraging words 1 Kings 3:7-9 7 Now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know
how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your
people and to distinguish between right and wrong. for who is able to govern this great people of
yours Andrew L. Lewis, Ambassador of Poetry 2006 Honorary degree of Dignity Gods' child
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Directory of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Associations and Research Centers , 1996
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Grant$ for Crime, Law Enforcement, & Abuse Prevention , 1994
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Financial Aid and Assistance for Ex-Offenders Jennifer
Sanders, 2006-02 Here it is the Newest Edition - Thanks to all of the feedback and word of mouth
advertising, we will be publishing the second version of FAAX by the end of this month! If you know
someone that's been incarcerated or is incarcerated this is the book that can change their life after
prison!
  fortune society brooklyn ny: Priorities for Correctional Reform and S. 662 United States.
Congress. Senate. Judiciary, 1972
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