
fourth step worksheet aa
fourth step worksheet aa is a crucial tool used in Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) to
facilitate the Fourth Step of the 12-step recovery program. This step involves conducting a
fearless moral inventory, which requires individuals to examine their behaviors,
resentments, fears, and patterns that have contributed to their addiction. The fourth step
worksheet AA provides a structured approach to this introspective process, helping
participants organize their thoughts and experiences clearly and effectively. This article
explores the purpose, structure, and benefits of the fourth step worksheet AA, as well as
practical guidance on how to fill it out and utilize it effectively in recovery. Understanding
the significance of this worksheet can empower individuals to progress confidently
through the Fourth Step, laying a strong foundation for the subsequent steps in the AA
program.
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Understanding the Fourth Step in AA
The Fourth Step in Alcoholics Anonymous is described as making "a searching and
fearless moral inventory of ourselves." This step is foundational to the recovery process, as
it encourages individuals to look honestly at their past actions, character defects, and
emotional patterns. By completing this inventory, participants identify the underlying
causes of their addiction and the behaviors that have hindered their well-being. The fourth
step is often considered one of the most challenging yet transformative steps within the
AA program. It sets the stage for healing by fostering self-awareness and accountability.

The Purpose of the Fourth Step
The primary purpose of the Fourth Step is to help individuals confront and accept their
past mistakes and character flaws without judgment. This process allows for personal
growth and prepares individuals for the Fifth Step, where these findings are shared with a
sponsor or trusted confidant. The Fourth Step’s goal is to break patterns of denial and
self-deception by documenting resentments, fears, harms done to others, and personal
shortcomings.



The Role of Moral Inventory
A moral inventory involves a comprehensive review of one’s life, listing specific incidents
and behaviors that have caused pain or contributed to addiction. This inventory is not
simply a list of wrongdoings but an honest examination of feelings, motives, and actions.
The fourth step worksheet AA serves as the practical means to organize this inventory
efficiently and thoroughly.

What Is a Fourth Step Worksheet AA?
A fourth step worksheet AA is a structured document designed to guide individuals
through the complex process of their moral inventory. It breaks down the Fourth Step into
manageable sections and prompts, making it easier to reflect on difficult topics. These
worksheets are widely used in AA meetings, recovery groups, and personal study to
standardize and support the inventory process.

Structure and Format
Typically, a fourth step worksheet AA includes categories such as resentments, fears,
harms done to others, and personal defects. Each category contains specific questions or
prompts to encourage detailed responses. The format may vary but generally aims to be
comprehensive without overwhelming the user. Many worksheets include space for
individuals to write freely as well as checklists or bullet points for clarity.

Common Features of the Worksheet

Sections for listing resentments and the people involved

Prompts for identifying fears and their origins

Areas to document personal character defects

Reflection on harms caused to others

Guidelines for analyzing patterns and behaviors

Key Components of the Fourth Step Worksheet
The fourth step worksheet AA is organized into specific sections that correspond to the
essential elements of the moral inventory. Each section encourages introspection and
honesty, helping individuals uncover hidden truths that influence their addiction and
recovery.



Resentments
Resentments are often the most extensive part of the inventory. The worksheet prompts
users to list people, institutions, or situations that have caused anger or hurt. It asks for
details about how these resentments affected the individual’s life and behavior, as well as
the underlying feelings such as jealousy or fear.

Fears
Fear is another critical component. The worksheet guides users to identify fears that have
controlled their actions or restricted their growth. Recognizing these fears is vital for
overcoming the emotional barriers that sustain addiction.

Harms to Others
This section focuses on acknowledging ways the individual has hurt others, either
intentionally or unintentionally. It encourages accountability and prepares the individual
for the Fifth Step’s sharing process.

Character Defects
The worksheet helps identify personal shortcomings such as selfishness, dishonesty, or
pride. By naming these defects, individuals can begin to understand how their behaviors
have contributed to their struggles.

How to Use the Fourth Step Worksheet Effectively
Using the fourth step worksheet AA effectively requires patience, honesty, and a
willingness to face difficult truths. The worksheet is a tool to facilitate self-examination,
not a test or a judgment. Proper use enhances the depth and quality of the moral
inventory, making subsequent recovery steps more meaningful.

Step-by-Step Guidance

Set aside uninterrupted time to focus on the worksheet.1.

Work through each section methodically, answering prompts honestly.2.

Use specific examples to illustrate resentments, fears, and defects.3.

Reflect on patterns that emerge across different sections.4.

Discuss the completed worksheet with a sponsor or support group when ready.5.



Creating a Safe Environment
It is important to approach the fourth step worksheet AA in a safe and supportive setting.
Emotional vulnerability is common during this step, so ensuring privacy and reducing
distractions helps individuals engage more deeply. Support from a sponsor or counselor
can also provide motivation and guidance.

Benefits of Completing the Fourth Step
Worksheet
Completing the fourth step worksheet AA offers numerous benefits that extend beyond the
AA program. This process fosters self-awareness, emotional healing, and personal
accountability, which are essential for sustained sobriety.

Increased Self-Awareness
By identifying resentments, fears, and character defects, individuals gain insight into the
root causes of their addiction and behavior patterns. This enhanced awareness is the first
step toward meaningful change.

Emotional Relief
The act of writing down and confronting difficult emotions provides a cathartic release. It
helps reduce shame, guilt, and denial by bringing hidden issues into the light.

Foundation for Further Steps
The fourth step worksheet AA prepares individuals for the Fifth Step, where the inventory
is shared. This sharing process helps build trust and accountability, making recovery more
robust and sustainable.

Common Challenges and Tips for Success
Many individuals encounter obstacles when completing the fourth step worksheet AA,
including resistance, fear, and avoidance. Understanding these challenges and applying
practical strategies can improve the experience and outcomes.

Overcoming Resistance
Resistance often arises from fear of judgment or reliving painful memories. To overcome



this, it is helpful to remind oneself that the worksheet is private and a constructive tool.
Breaking the process into smaller sessions can also reduce overwhelm.

Managing Emotional Overwhelm
Strong emotions may surface during this step. Practicing self-care, such as deep breathing
exercises or taking breaks, can help manage distress. Support from sponsors or therapy
professionals is invaluable.

Maintaining Honesty
Honesty is critical for the fourth step worksheet AA to be effective. Avoid minimizing or
rationalizing behaviors and emotions. Trust in the process and the purpose of the
inventory to motivate truthful responses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Fourth Step worksheet in
AA?
The Fourth Step worksheet in Alcoholics Anonymous helps individuals take a moral
inventory by identifying personal resentments, fears, and character defects to facilitate
self-awareness and growth.

How do I start filling out the Fourth Step worksheet in
AA?
Begin by honestly listing resentments, fears, and harms you've caused, then examine your
role in these situations to understand underlying patterns and behaviors.

Are there specific categories in the Fourth Step
worksheet AA to organize my inventory?
Yes, commonly the worksheet is divided into categories such as resentments, fears, harms
to others, and character defects to help structure the inventory process.

Can the Fourth Step worksheet be used for group
discussions in AA?
While the Fourth Step is a personal inventory, some AA groups encourage sharing parts of
the inventory in meetings or with a sponsor to aid accountability and support.



How long does it typically take to complete the Fourth
Step worksheet in AA?
The time varies, but many individuals spend several weeks working through the Fourth
Step worksheet thoroughly to ensure honesty and depth.

Is it necessary to use a printed Fourth Step worksheet,
or can I create my own?
You can use a printed worksheet or create your own format; the key is to be honest and
thorough in your self-inventory.

What should I do after completing the Fourth Step
worksheet in AA?
After completion, the next step is to share your inventory with a sponsor or trusted AA
member in the Fifth Step, which involves admitting your faults and seeking guidance.

Are there digital Fourth Step worksheets available for
AA members?
Yes, many AA resources and recovery websites offer downloadable or interactive digital
Fourth Step worksheets to facilitate the inventory process.

How does the Fourth Step worksheet help in overcoming
addiction?
By identifying and acknowledging personal resentments and character defects, the Fourth
Step worksheet promotes self-awareness and emotional healing, which are critical for
sustained sobriety.

Additional Resources
1. "The Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions" by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services
This foundational book offers an in-depth exploration of each of the twelve steps, including
the Fourth Step. It provides practical guidance on conducting a moral inventory, helping
readers understand the importance of honesty and self-reflection in recovery. The text is
essential for anyone working through the AA program and seeking clarity on the Fourth
Step process.

2. "A Woman’s Way Through the Twelve Steps" by Stephanie S. Covington
Focusing on the female experience, this book offers insights into the Fourth Step that
resonate with women in recovery. It includes worksheets and reflective exercises designed
to facilitate a thorough and compassionate moral inventory. The author combines
spirituality and psychology to support emotional healing during the Fourth Step.



3. "The Step Workbook: A Guide Through the Twelve Steps" by Melody Beattie
This workbook provides practical exercises and prompts to help individuals engage deeply
with each step, especially the Fourth Step. It encourages honest self-assessment and helps
readers identify patterns and behaviors that need change. The interactive format makes it
a useful tool for personal reflection or group study.

4. "Fourth Step Inventory: A Practical Guide for Recovery" by John K.
Dedicated entirely to the Fourth Step, this guide breaks down the process of making a
searching and fearless moral inventory. It offers examples, worksheets, and tips to help
individuals confront their resentments, fears, and harms done. This book is a
straightforward resource for those seeking clarity and direction during this challenging
step.

5. "Living Sober" by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services
While not exclusively about the Fourth Step, this book offers practical advice for
maintaining sobriety, including insights on self-honesty and personal responsibility. Its
straightforward language and real-life examples provide encouragement for those working
through moral inventories. It’s a valuable companion to the Fourth Step worksheet
process.

6. "The Big Book Step Study" by Bill P.
This study guide focuses on the original Alcoholics Anonymous text, offering detailed
commentary on each step. The Fourth Step chapter is explored with questions and
reflections that align with common worksheet formats used in AA meetings. It aids readers
in understanding the spiritual and practical aspects of taking a moral inventory.

7. "Step Four: A Personal Journey" by Lisa M.
This memoir-style book shares personal stories of individuals who have completed the
Fourth Step. It highlights the emotional challenges and breakthroughs experienced during
the moral inventory. The narratives aim to inspire and motivate readers to approach their
own Fourth Step work with courage and honesty.

8. "The Spirituality of Step Four" by Michael R.
Exploring the spiritual dimension of the Fourth Step, this book connects the inventory
process to personal growth and healing. It discusses how surrender and self-awareness
contribute to recovery and spiritual awakening. The book includes meditations and
reflections that complement worksheet activities.

9. "Healing Through the Steps: A Guide to the Fourth Step" by Karen S.
This guide offers a compassionate approach to the Fourth Step, emphasizing healing and
self-forgiveness. It provides structured worksheets and prompts to help readers identify
and release emotional burdens. The author combines therapeutic techniques with AA
principles to support holistic recovery.
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  fourth step worksheet aa: 12-Step Workbook for Recovering Alcoholics, Including Powerful
4Th-Step Worksheets Iam Pastal, 2015-08-07 This workbook for recovering alcoholics is a great
resource for anyone who wants to quit drinking alcohol for good! It follows a 12-step program that
contains actionable advice, helpful activities, and useful prayers for recovery. This quit lit book is
also based on the author’s experience recovering and working with Alcoholic Anonymous, an
organization devoted to abstinence-based recovery from alcoholism.
  fourth step worksheet aa: 4th Step Workbook - A collection of Inventories Nar-Anon
FGH, Inc, This workbook offers several different approaches to working Step Four, allowing us to
find tools that fit our current circumstances. Fourth Step Inventory tear-out companion charts
included.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Clinician's Guide to Mind Over Mood, First Edition Christine A.
Padesky, Dennis Greenberger, 2012-03-26 Note: this book is only compatible with the first edition of
Mind Over Mood. If you'd like to assign Mind Over Mood to your clients, but aren't sure about how
to incorporate it into practice, you'll find the answers you need in Clinician's Guide to Mind Over
Mood. This essential book shows you how to introduce Mind Over Mood to your clients, integrate it
with your in-session therapy work, increase client compliance in completing home assignments, and
overcome common difficulties. Step-by-step instructions are provided on how to tailor the program
to follow cognitive therapy treatment protocols for a range of diagnoses, including depression,
anxiety, personality disorders, panic disorder, substance abuse, and complex, multiple problems.
Also outlined are ways to pinpoint the development of specific cognitive, affective, and behavioral
skills. The Clinician's Guide is richly illustrated with case examples and sample client-therapist
dialogues in every chapter.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Step Four Anonymous, 2022-06-28 This pamphlet provides
guidelines for completing AA’s Step Four: “Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of
ourselves.” The exercises included can help people recovering from addiction draw up an honest and
effective personal inventory. Simply put, Step Four is an assessment of all of your assets and
liabilities. It’s a hard look at who you’ve been, who you are, and who you’d like to be in the future.
It’s a personal housecleaning. The idea of a “moral inventory” means to honestly take stock of your
personality traits, choices, and behaviors. Step Four asks you to be “searching and fearless.” This
Step gives you the chance to face the lies you may have told to yourself and others, and to look
thoroughly and honestly at all of who you are and how you behave. This pamphlet answers common
questions about Step Four and outlines a step-by-step process for completing your inventory.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Breakdown, Recovery, and the Outdoors Christopher Bremicker,
2026-01-05 Inheriting a love of the outdoors from his parents turned into the way out of a
schizo-affective disorder the Vietnam War put Mike Reynolds through. The outdoors healed him as
much as the therapy and medication his doctors at the veterans' hospital ordered. Without God' s
earth, Mike stood a snowball' s chance in Hell of making it. But he did make it with a fishing rod,
shotgun, skis, and his girlfriend' s sobriety (helping him with his own). Her newborn daughter
helped, too.
  fourth step worksheet aa: An Action Plan Laurie Weiss, 1991
  fourth step worksheet aa: 12-Step Workbook for Recovering Alcoholics, Including Powerful
4th-Step Worksheets, 2018 Revised Edition Iam Pastal, 2019-02 A great book for completing the 12
steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. It includes four simple yet powerful worksheets for doing AA's 4th
step and a very simple and powerful approach to Step 7. This revised addition also includes a new
appendix describing how the author sponsors newcomers.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Fourth Step Inventory Ed Haych, 2023-10-28 The first thing to do
before you start your written Fourth Step is to read pages 63-71 in the book Alcoholics Anonymous,
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affectionately known as the Big Book by A.A. members. Also read the chapter on the Fourth Step in
the book Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. Your fourth step inventory is not an exercise in
beating yourself up. Be thoroughly honest and fair with yourself. The checklists included with this
guide are merely suggestions. You must decide for yourself how they fit with your own moral code.
Do not be limited by this list - -it's okay to add other items you feel are relevant for you.
  fourth step worksheet aa: How to Write a Fourth Step Ian Cage, 2015-11-10 How to Write a
Fourth Step is a supplemental guide to the fourth step instructions found in the book Alcoholics
Anonymous (the Big Book). It is designed for all people involved in any 12-step recovery program
including newcomers, others who may be unsatisfied with the quality of their recovery, and any
sponsor wishing to be helpful. Step four itself is a key milestone in recovery, while steps 5, 8, 9, 10,
and 12 additionally rely directly upon the successful completion of a fourth step inventory. Although
each personal inventory is unique, the process, concepts, and templates are common to all. This
guidebook provides clear examples on how to write an efficient and complete fourth step inventory
to help ensure quality sobriety and the clarity to then be helpful to others.
  fourth step worksheet aa: RecoveryMind Training Paul H. Earley, 2017-03-07 A
comprehensive addiction treatment model combining evidence-based techniques with twelve-step
philosophy. An innovative guide for professionals that establishes an extraordinary approach to
understanding the dynamics of addiction and the recovery process. RecoveryMind Training (RMT)
includes state-of-the-art information on neuroscience and behavioral techniques and challenges
readers to see addiction from a different perspective. Paul H. Earley, MD, FASAM has been an
addiction medicine physician for thirty years. He treats all types of addictive disorders and
specializes in the assessment and treatment of healthcare professionals. As a therapist, he works
with patients already in recovery, providing long-term therapy for those who suffer from this
disease. His professional expertise extends to advocacy for professionals before agencies and
licensing boards. Dr. Earley has been on the board of the American Society of Addiction Medicine
(ASAM) for over fourteen years in several capacities and is currently a director-at-large. He has been
the Medical Director of two nationally acclaimed addiction programs specializing in the care of
addicted healthcare professionals. Currently, he is the Medical Director of the Georgia Professionals
Health Program, Inc. and a principal with Earley Consultancy, LLC, a training and consulting firm.
He also trains therapists about the neurobiological basis of addiction and psychotherapy. In his
travels, he has provided training in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy, and
Switzerland.
  fourth step worksheet aa: PC Mag , 1985-09-17 PCMag.com is a leading authority on
technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Welding Journal , 2008
  fourth step worksheet aa: Methods, Standards, and Work Design Benjamin W. Niebel,
1999 This tenth edition updates the material of the previous edition so that it corresponds with
recent technical changes, though the foremost reason for the revision is to emphasize the
importance of ergonomics and work design as parts of methods engineering. The textbook integrates
both the traditional elements of motion and time study and the human factors of ergonomics into one
book. In this day and age, the industrial engineer needs to consider both the issues of productivity
and their effects on the health and safety of the worker simultaneously, something this volume aims
to help with through its offering of questions, problems, and sample laboratory exercises and its
online provision of forms and information.
  fourth step worksheet aa: American Housing Survey for the United States 1999 , 2000
  fourth step worksheet aa: American Housing Survey for the Chicago Metropolitan Area
1999 , 2001
  fourth step worksheet aa: Alcoholism and Addiction AA Recovery Handbook Anonymous
Author, 2016-04-18 This book, Alcoholism & Addiction AA Recovery Handbook - How To Write A



Fourth Step As The Key To Recovery For The Alcoholic & Addict, provides clear explanations,
instructions, and examples to successfully work the fourth step as described in the book Alcoholics
Anonymous. As well as key information on other steps dependent upon the 4th step inventory.Over
many years the twelve step program of recovery has expanded its influence.Originally intended to
help alcoholics, 12-step recovery has broadened its application to address many other addictions and
phenomena. In fact, the book Alcoholics Anonymous indicates that the way of life it describes offers
benefits for all.This handbook is designed to assist you in developing a fulfilling and durable
recovery experience which you can then pass on to others. Admittedly, what it describes is hard
work and requires commitment, but rest assured that the efforts that one puts into this work will be
multiplied with the rewards of a good life.
  fourth step worksheet aa: Rehab Stan Hart, 1988
  fourth step worksheet aa: American Housing Survey for the Northern NJ Metropolitan
Area in ... , 1999
  fourth step worksheet aa: InfoWorld , 1990-01-29 InfoWorld is targeted to Senior IT
professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also celebrates
people, companies, and projects.
  fourth step worksheet aa: American Housing Survey for the Northern New Jersey
Metropolitan Area 1999 , 2001
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