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francis drake hotel san francisco history traces the rich and fascinating story of one of San Francisco's

most iconic landmarks. Established in the 1920s, this historic hotel has witnessed the evolution of the

city through decades of social, cultural, and architectural change. From its inception during the Roaring

Twenties to its role in hosting celebrities and dignitaries, the Francis Drake Hotel has become a

symbol of elegance and heritage in the heart of downtown San Francisco. This article explores the

hotel's origins, architectural significance, notable events, and its place in San Francisco's urban

landscape. Additionally, it will highlight the preservation efforts that have maintained the hotel's

grandeur over the years. Delving into the francis drake hotel san francisco history offers insight into

both the hotel itself and the broader historical context of the city.

Origins and Construction of the Francis Drake Hotel

Architectural Design and Style

Notable Guests and Events

Changes and Preservation Efforts

The Hotel’s Role in San Francisco’s Cultural Landscape

Origins and Construction of the Francis Drake Hotel

The francis drake hotel san francisco history begins in the early 1920s, a period marked by rapid

growth and modernization in the city. The hotel was commissioned by a consortium of local investors

who sought to create a luxury accommodation that would cater to San Francisco's burgeoning



business and tourism sectors. Construction commenced in 1926, with the aim of completing a grand

hotel that would embody sophistication and comfort. The hotel officially opened its doors in 1928,

named after the English sea captain Sir Francis Drake, renowned for his exploration and maritime

exploits. This connection to historical exploration was intended to evoke a sense of adventure and

prestige.

Historical Context of the 1920s in San Francisco

The 1920s was a transformative decade for San Francisco, recovering from the 1906 earthquake and

fire and expanding as a commercial hub. The construction of the Francis Drake Hotel aligned with the

city’s aspirations to become a world-class destination. The hotel’s location in downtown San Francisco

placed it at the nexus of commerce, culture, and transportation, making it an ideal venue for travelers

and locals alike.

Key Figures Behind the Project

The development of the Francis Drake Hotel involved prominent architects and financiers who played

significant roles in shaping San Francisco’s skyline. The hotel’s investors included influential

businessmen who recognized the economic potential of luxury hospitality during a time of increasing

urbanization and prosperity.

Architectural Design and Style

The architectural design of the Francis Drake Hotel is a defining element of its historical significance.

The building reflects the Italian Renaissance Revival style, popular in the 1920s, characterized by

intricate detailing, symmetry, and classical elements. This style was chosen to convey an air of

timeless elegance and to distinguish the hotel from other contemporary constructions.



Exterior Features and Ornamentation

The hotel’s façade features terra cotta ornamentation, arched windows, and decorative cornices that

exemplify Renaissance Revival aesthetics. The use of high-quality materials and craftsmanship is

evident in the elaborate stonework and metal accents. The building’s height and massing contribute to

its commanding presence in the city’s urban fabric.

Interior Design and Amenities

Inside, the Francis Drake Hotel was designed to offer luxurious accommodations and modern

conveniences of the era. Grand lobbies, ornate plaster ceilings, marble floors, and rich wood paneling

created an opulent atmosphere. The hotel also featured ballrooms, dining rooms, and lounges that

hosted social and cultural events, enhancing its reputation as a premier venue.

Notable Guests and Events

Throughout its history, the Francis Drake Hotel in San Francisco has welcomed a variety of

distinguished guests and hosted significant events. Its reputation as a luxury hotel attracted celebrities,

politicians, and international dignitaries, making it a focal point of social life in the city.

Famous Visitors

Hollywood stars during the Golden Age of cinema

Political figures visiting San Francisco for conferences and events

Musicians and artists who performed at the hotel’s ballrooms and lounges

Business leaders and entrepreneurs attending conventions



These visitors contributed to the hotel’s glamorous image and helped establish it as a landmark

destination.

Memorable Events and Cultural Significance

The Francis Drake Hotel has been the site of numerous notable events, including charity balls, political

fundraisers, and cultural gatherings. Its ballrooms and event spaces have played an important role in

San Francisco’s social calendar, reflecting the city’s diverse and vibrant community.

Changes and Preservation Efforts

Over the decades, the francis drake hotel san francisco history has been marked by various changes

and restoration projects aimed at preserving its historical and architectural integrity. The hotel has

undergone renovations to update facilities while maintaining its original charm and character.

Restoration Projects

Preservation efforts have focused on restoring the building’s exterior details, refurbishing the interior

décor, and upgrading guest rooms to meet modern standards. These projects have been carefully

managed to respect the hotel’s heritage status and architectural significance.

Ownership and Management Transitions

The hotel has experienced several changes in ownership and management, each bringing new

investments and operational philosophies. Despite these changes, the commitment to preserving the

historic essence of the Francis Drake Hotel has remained a priority.



The Hotel’s Role in San Francisco’s Cultural Landscape

The Francis Drake Hotel has played a lasting role in shaping San Francisco’s cultural and urban

identity. Beyond being a place of lodging, it has contributed to the city’s historical narrative and

architectural heritage.

Contribution to Tourism and Economy

As a luxury hotel, the Francis Drake has attracted visitors from around the world, supporting local

businesses and tourism. Its central location makes it a convenient base for exploring San Francisco’s

attractions and business centers.

Symbol of Historical Continuity

The hotel stands as a symbol of San Francisco’s resilience and growth, bridging the city’s past with its

present. Its preservation reflects the community’s dedication to honoring historical landmarks amid

ongoing urban development.

Community Engagement and Cultural Events

The Francis Drake Hotel continues to serve as a venue for cultural events, exhibitions, and social

gatherings, fostering community engagement and celebrating San Francisco’s rich cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Francis Drake Hotel in San Francisco originally opened?

The Francis Drake Hotel in San Francisco originally opened in 1928.



Who was the Francis Drake Hotel named after?

The hotel was named after Sir Francis Drake, the English sea captain and explorer.

What architectural style is the Francis Drake Hotel known for?

The Francis Drake Hotel is known for its Renaissance Revival architectural style.

Has the Francis Drake Hotel undergone any major renovations?

Yes, the Francis Drake Hotel has undergone several renovations, including a significant restoration in

the 1980s to preserve its historic character while updating its facilities.

What role has the Francis Drake Hotel played in San Francisco's

history?

The Francis Drake Hotel has been a prominent landmark in downtown San Francisco, hosting notable

guests and events, and serving as a symbol of the city's rich hospitality history.

Is the Francis Drake Hotel listed on any historic registers?

Yes, the Francis Drake Hotel is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, recognizing its

architectural and historical significance.

What notable features or amenities did the Francis Drake Hotel

originally include?

Originally, the Francis Drake Hotel featured luxurious guest rooms, a grand lobby, elegant ballrooms,

and dining venues that reflected the opulence of the late 1920s.



Additional Resources

1. The Legacy of the Francis Drake Hotel: San Francisco’s Historic Landmark

This book delves into the rich history of the Francis Drake Hotel, exploring its origins in the early 20th

century and its significance in San Francisco’s hospitality scene. It covers the architectural style,

notable events, and famous guests who have graced its halls. The narrative also examines the hotel’s

role during pivotal moments in the city’s development.

2. San Francisco’s Iconic Francis Drake Hotel: A Century of Stories

Tracing over a hundred years, this volume presents a detailed chronicle of the Francis Drake Hotel’s

evolution. Readers will find accounts of the hotel’s founding, its survival through the Great Depression

and World War II, and its modernization efforts. The book also highlights its cultural impact and

connection to San Francisco’s urban identity.

3. Architectural Gems: The Design and History of the Francis Drake Hotel

Focusing on the architectural significance of the Francis Drake Hotel, this book explores the building’s

design elements and the architects behind them. It provides insights into the stylistic influences and

construction techniques used during its development. Richly illustrated, the book is a visual and textual

homage to one of San Francisco’s treasured landmarks.

4. Francis Drake Hotel: Tales from San Francisco’s Golden Age

This collection of stories and anecdotes captures the vibrant social life of the Francis Drake Hotel

during its heyday. From glamorous parties to political meetings, the book paints a vivid picture of the

hotel as a hub of activity. Personal accounts from former staff and guests add a unique, intimate

perspective to its history.

5. The Francis Drake Hotel and the Evolution of San Francisco Tourism

Examining the hotel’s role in shaping tourism in San Francisco, this book discusses how the Francis

Drake became a preferred destination for travelers. It explores marketing strategies, partnerships, and

events that boosted the city’s appeal. The book also situates the hotel within the broader trends of

American travel and leisure.



6. San Francisco’s Francis Drake Hotel: Preservation and Change

This work addresses the challenges and successes in preserving the historic Francis Drake Hotel

amidst urban development pressures. It details restoration projects, landmark status efforts, and

community advocacy. The narrative underscores the balance between maintaining heritage and

adapting to contemporary needs.

7. Inside the Francis Drake Hotel: Stories of Staff and Guests

Offering a behind-the-scenes look, this book shares memoirs and interviews with those who lived and

worked in the Francis Drake Hotel. Their stories reveal the day-to-day operations, memorable

moments, and the hotel’s atmosphere across decades. The personal touch enriches the understanding

of the hotel’s human side.

8. Francis Drake Hotel: A Reflection of San Francisco’s Cultural Shifts

This book analyzes how the Francis Drake Hotel mirrors the social and cultural changes in San

Francisco over the years. It discusses shifts in clientele, design aesthetics, and the hotel’s response to

historical events. The work provides a lens through which to view the city’s evolving identity.

9. The Francis Drake Hotel: Art, Architecture, and History in San Francisco

Combining art history with architectural study, this book highlights the artistic elements found within the

Francis Drake Hotel. It examines murals, sculptures, and decorative features that tell stories of San

Francisco’s heritage. The book celebrates the hotel not only as a place of lodging but also as a

cultural treasure.
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  francis drake hotel san francisco history: San Francisco: The Musical History Tour Joel
Selvin, 1996-04 Get the real skinny on the Bay Area's most illustrious rock and-roll, jazz, and blues
musicians and their favorite digs from the one cat who should know—the San Francisco Chronicle's
longtime music critic Joel Selvin. Here are the stories, legends, and secrets behind the clubs,
recording studios, famous homes, and final resting places of dozens of music greats, from Jimi
Hendrix to Linda Ronstadt. With rare archival photographs of pivotal events and places, this lively
compendium will captivate both resident and visiting music fans.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: History of the San Francisco Bay Region Bailey
Millard, 1924
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Adventures of a Church Historian Leonard J.
Arrington, 1998 Adventures of a Church Historian details how Leonard J. Arrington opened up
archival resources and presided, for a time, over an unprecedented era of enlightenment as he and
those working under his aegis produced path-breaking works of Mormon scholarship. Arrington was
the first professional historian and the first noncentral authority to serve as church historian of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a position he held from 1972 to 1982. Arrington's church
appointment came at a crucial point in LDS history, when the institution was being transformed
from a regional church whose ecclesiastical hierarchy directly presided over its congregants into a
modern, worldwide church with an elaborate bureaucracy. His description of conducting research in
the LDS Church Archives in the days of Elder Joseph Fielding Smith and Brother A. Will Lund
provides a rare glimpse into the inner workings of the LDS First Presidency and Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles. Riveting chapters on the actions of the controversial Historical Department reveal
details of Arrington's release and replacement as the old system gave way to the new.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Overland Monthly and the Out West Magazine
, 1927
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Overland Monthly Bret Harte, 1929
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: California Historical Society Quarterly
California Historical Society, 1927
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: History of Santa Clara County, California
Eugene Taylor Sawyer, 1922
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Historical Souvenir of San Francisco, Cal
Charles Peter Heininger, 1889 Views of San Francisco including a panorama; brief history and
description of the sights.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: San Francisco Cocktails Trevor Felch,
2023-07-11 Mix up a taste of the City by the Bay and experience San Francisco without ever leaving
home! Eating and drinking are always the topics of the day in this city that is unlike any other. With
San Francisco Cocktails, you will be transported to the biggest small-town city in America. Inside,
you will find: Easy-to-follow recipes sure to be crowd pleasers Cocktail basics for your home bar,
including glassware, tools, and spirits Chapters dedicated to your favorite San Francisco
neighborhoods Profiles on some of the most recognizable bars in San Francisco along with the
cocktail recipes that make them stand out Interviews with local bartenders Gorgeous, full-color
photography gives you a taste of each cocktail long before you mix them up yourself A list of songs
and movies that will help you truly grasp the San Francisco experience No matter where you find
yourself, San Francisco Cocktails is the perfect gift for cocktail lovers everywhere. This is the
perfect guide for drinking like a true San Franciscan.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Notes from the California Historical Society
California Historical Society, 1970
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Identities and Place Katherine Crawford-Lackey,
Megan E. Springate, 2019-11-01 With a focus on historic sites, this volume explores the recent
history of non- heteronormative Americans from the early twentieth century onward and the places
associated with these communities. Authors explore how queer identities are connected with specific
places: places where people gather, socialize, protest, mourn, and celebrate. The focus is deeper



look at how sexually variant and gender non-conforming Americans constructed identity, created
communities, and fought to have rights recognized by the government. Each chapter is accompanied
by prompts and activities that invite readers to think critically and immerse themselves in the
subject matter while working collaboratively with others.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Drinking the Devil's Acre Duggan McDonnell,
2015-09-15 During the 1870s and '80s, a single bar-filled block in San Francisco called the Devil's
Acre threw what may have been the most enduring party the world has ever seen. Duggan
McDonnell is in love with the city of his forefathers and its ever-flowing cocktails, and it shows in
this history-packed drinking tour through one of the most beloved cities in the world. Twenty-five
iconic cocktail recipes made famous by the City by the Bay—from the legendary Pisco Punch, Mai
Tai, and Irish Coffee to the Gold Rush–era Sazerac and more modern-day Lemon Drop—are
accompanied by an additional 45 recipes that show the evolution of these classic elixirs, resulting in
such contemporary favorites as the Revolver and the Last Word, guaranteeing to keep the party
going and the liquor flowing.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: California Historical Quarterly , 1927
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Fodor's 2008 San Francisco Fodor's Travel
Publications, Inc, 2007-10 Detailed and timely information on accommodations, restaurants, and
local attractions highlight these updated travel guides, which feature all-new covers, a two-color
interior design, symbols to indicate budget options, must-see ratings, multi-day itineraries, Smart
Travel Tips, helpful bulleted maps, tips on transportation, guidelines for shopping excursions, and
other valuable features. Original.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: History of the Columbia River Valley from the
Dalles to the Sea Fred Lockley, 1928
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Kwajalein Atoll Jim Philippo, 2016-12-05 Long
before the advent of what became known as The Project, Iroijlaplap Imata Jabro Kabua and I
discussed this matter and got our minds together to work the details to this writing. It is indeed a
great honor and privilege to have worked alongside a man whom I have not only come to admire and
respect but also consider as my Iroijlaplap (paramount king) and a man of the people who deserves
to be called a king unto his people. Throughout all my interactions and travels with Iroijlaplap Jabro,
I have seen this man as one who affects the outcome of destiny through his interaction with many of
his people or with just about anyone. He could be reserved if he chooses to be, and he could be so
direct in his conversation that at certain times, one could see the blush on his or her face. In his
dealing with people, he could be your best friend and your worst enemy. Iroijlaplap Jabro likes
telling it this way, I dont write things down, but I keep everything up here, pointing his fingers at his
head. Intelligent and witty in his own ways and sharp as a razor blade, in dealing with him you know
you are in the presence of a man who has had his walks around the block and walks the walk and
talks the talk. Most of all, he is fair in his dealings with people. He is the kindly king, who goes out of
his way to those who are in need of his services. He has been known to say, I am only good as a
servant to my people.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: Fodor's San Francisco Fodor's Travel Guides,
2013-10-01 Fodor's correspondents highlight the best of San Francisco, including Chinatown’s dim
sum spots, Pacific Heights' Victorian homes, and the scenic wonder of the Golden Gate Bridge. Our
local experts vet every recommendation to ensure you make the most of your time, whether it’s your
first trip or your fifth. MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS from the Ferry Building to Alcatraz PERFECT
HOTELS for every budget BEST RESTAURANTS to satisfy a range of tastes GORGEOUS FEATURES
on cable cars and vineyard escapes VALUABLE TIPS on when to go and ways to save INSIDER
PERSPECTIVE from local experts COLOR PHOTOS AND MAPS to inspire and guide your trip
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: San Francisco 2010 with the wine country Fodor's,
2009-10-13 Fodor’s. For Choice Travel Experiences. Fodor’s helps you unleash the possibilities of
travel by providing the insightful tools you need to experience the trips you want. While you’re at the
helm, Fodor’s offers the assurance of our expertise, the guarantee of selectivity, and the choice



details that truly define a destination. It’s like having a friend in San Francisco! •Updated
annually,Fodor’s San Franciscoprovides the most accurate and up-to-date information available in a
guide book. •Fodor’s San Franciscofeatures options for a variety of budgets, interests, and tastes,
soyoumake the choices to planyourtrip of a lifetime. •If it’s not worth your time, it’s not in this book.
Fodor’s discriminating ratings, including our top tier Fodor’s Choice designations, ensure that you’ll
know about the most interesting and enjoyable places in San Francisco. •Experience San Francisco
like a local!Fodor’s San Franciscoincludes unique photo-features that impart the city’s culture,
covering Chinatown history, Cable Car rides, Alcatraz lore, Golden Gate Park activities, and much
more! •Indispensable, customized trip planning tools include “Top Reasons to Go,” “Word of Mouth”
advice from other travelers, and tips to help save money, bypass lines, and avoid common travel
pitfalls. •Full-color pullout map Visit Fodors.com for more ideas and information, travel deals,
vacation planning tips, reviews and to exchange travel advice with other travelers.
  francis drake hotel san francisco history: San Francisco with Kids Inc. Fodor's Travel
Publications, 2009 As practical and thorough as the Gold Guides, this new series lets parents plan
vacations for the whole family, with specific information about the hotels, restaurants, and sights
that are best for family travel. Each guide includes detailed maps, age-appropriateness ranges,
family-friendly hotel amenities, and much more.
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