
frankfort area historical society

frankfort area historical society is a dedicated organization committed to preserving and promoting the rich
history of the Frankfort region. This historical society plays a vital role in safeguarding artifacts, documents,
and stories that illustrate the area's unique heritage. Through various programs, exhibits, and community
events, the society engages residents and visitors alike in exploring the past. The frankfort area historical
society also collaborates with local schools, government agencies, and other cultural institutions to foster a
deeper understanding of regional history. This article provides an in-depth overview of the frankfort area
historical society, including its history, mission, collections, educational initiatives, and ways to get involved.
Whether you are a history enthusiast or a community member seeking to learn more, this comprehensive
guide offers valuable insights into the society's contributions and activities.
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History and Mission of the Frankfort Area Historical Society
The frankfort area historical society was established to preserve the cultural heritage and historical
narratives of the Frankfort community and its surrounding regions. Founded by local historians and civic
leaders, the society has grown into a respected institution dedicated to collecting, maintaining, and
interpreting historical materials. Its mission centers on safeguarding the tangible and intangible elements of
Frankfort’s past, ensuring that future generations can access and appreciate their local history. The society
operates under guiding principles that emphasize accuracy, inclusivity, and public accessibility. Through its
ongoing efforts, the frankfort area historical society serves as a custodian of the past, promoting historical
awareness and pride within the community.

Founding and Development
The frankfort area historical society originated in the mid-20th century, responding to increasing
awareness about the need to protect local landmarks and historical records. Early members collected artifacts



ranging from photographs and manuscripts to household items and tools used by early settlers. Over the
decades, the society expanded its scope, acquiring a dedicated museum space and developing archival
facilities. The organization has continually adapted, integrating modern preservation techniques and digital
cataloging to enhance research capabilities and public outreach.

Core Mission Objectives
The central mission of the frankfort area historical society includes:

Preserving historical documents, artifacts, and sites within the Frankfort area.

Providing educational resources and programming to schools and the wider community.

Promoting research and scholarship related to local history.

Facilitating public engagement through exhibits, lectures, and events.

Collaborating with other cultural and historical organizations.

Collections and Exhibits
The frankfort area historical society maintains an extensive collection that reflects the diverse history of the
Frankfort region. The archives include photographs, newspapers, personal letters, official documents, and
artifacts that illuminate various aspects of community life, from early settlement and industry to cultural
traditions and social developments. Exhibits are thoughtfully curated to showcase these materials, often
highlighting specific themes or historical periods relevant to local residents and visitors.

Permanent Collections
The permanent collections housed by the frankfort area historical society feature:

Early settler artifacts such as farming tools, household items, and clothing.

Photographic archives documenting Frankfort’s growth and changes over time.

Manuscripts and letters providing personal insights into historical events.

Maps and architectural drawings illustrating urban development.



Oral histories collected from longtime residents.

Special Exhibits and Rotating Displays
In addition to permanent collections, the frankfort area historical society regularly organizes special exhibits.
These temporary displays focus on topics like local industries, notable figures, or cultural celebrations.
Rotating exhibits allow the society to highlight lesser-known stories and engage audiences with fresh
perspectives. Educational panels, interactive elements, and multimedia presentations often accompany these
exhibits to enhance visitor experience.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement
The frankfort area historical society places significant emphasis on education and community involvement.
It offers a variety of programs designed to connect people of all ages with the region’s heritage. By
working with schools, community groups, and educators, the society ensures that local history remains a
vital part of civic life.

School Outreach and Curriculum Support
The society collaborates with local educators to provide curriculum-aligned resources and hands-on learning
experiences. These include guided museum tours, historical workshops, and classroom presentations that
enrich students’ understanding of Frankfort’s past. The frankfort area historical society also supplies
educational materials such as lesson plans, primary source documents, and multimedia content tailored to
different grade levels.

Public Lectures and Workshops
Regularly scheduled lectures and workshops offer opportunities for the public to engage with historians,
authors, and experts. Topics cover a wide range of historical themes, encouraging community dialogue and
lifelong learning. These events often include question-and-answer sessions and group discussions, fostering
a collaborative atmosphere for exploring local history.

Community Partnerships
The frankfort area historical society actively partners with cultural institutions, libraries, and government
agencies. These collaborations enhance programming and broaden outreach efforts, enabling the society to
serve a larger and more diverse audience. Joint projects may include heritage festivals, preservation



initiatives, and public history campaigns.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities
Membership in the frankfort area historical society offers numerous benefits, including access to exclusive
events, newsletters, and special exhibits. Members support the society’s mission financially and through
active participation. The society encourages community members to become involved through
volunteerism, which is essential to sustaining its operations and expanding its impact.

Membership Benefits
Members of the frankfort area historical society enjoy:

Regular newsletters featuring historical articles and society news.

Invitations to members-only events and preview exhibitions.

Discounts on educational program fees and merchandise.

Opportunities to participate in decision-making through annual meetings.

Volunteer Roles
Volunteers contribute in various capacities, such as:

Assisting with artifact cataloging and archival maintenance.

Guiding tours and helping with public programs.

Supporting event planning and fundraising activities.

Conducting historical research and documentation.



Events and Fundraising Activities
The frankfort area historical society hosts a range of events throughout the year that celebrate local heritage
and raise funds to support its mission. These activities provide both educational value and opportunities for
community members to connect and contribute.

Annual Heritage Festival
The society’s flagship event is the annual heritage festival, which features historical reenactments, craft
demonstrations, live music, and food reflecting traditional recipes. This festival draws participants from
across the region, showcasing Frankfort’s cultural diversity and historical significance.

Fundraising Campaigns
To sustain its programs and operations, the frankfort area historical society organizes fundraising campaigns
including membership drives, donation appeals, and benefit galas. These efforts are vital for maintaining
facilities, acquiring new artifacts, and expanding educational outreach. Community support plays a crucial
role in the society’s ongoing success.

Special Commemorative Events
The society also commemorates important anniversaries and historical milestones with special events.
These occasions often include guest speakers, panel discussions, and publication launches that highlight
significant moments in Frankfort’s history. Such events foster community pride and encourage reflection
on the past’s influence on the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mission of the Frankfort Area Historical Society?
The mission of the Frankfort Area Historical Society is to preserve, protect, and promote the history and
heritage of the Frankfort area through education, exhibitions, and community events.

Where is the Frankfort Area Historical Society located?
The Frankfort Area Historical Society is located in Frankfort, Illinois, serving the local community and
surrounding areas.



What kinds of events does the Frankfort Area Historical Society host?
The Frankfort Area Historical Society hosts a variety of events including historical lectures, heritage
festivals, walking tours, and educational programs for all ages.

How can I become a member of the Frankfort Area Historical Society?
You can become a member of the Frankfort Area Historical Society by visiting their official website or
contacting them directly to fill out a membership application and pay the annual dues.

Does the Frankfort Area Historical Society have a museum or archive?
Yes, the Frankfort Area Historical Society maintains a museum and archive that houses historical artifacts,
documents, photographs, and exhibits related to the history of Frankfort and its surrounding communities.

Additional Resources
1. Frankfort Through the Ages: A Historical Overview
This comprehensive book explores the rich history of the Frankfort area from its earliest settlements to
modern times. It highlights key events, influential figures, and the development of the community.
Readers will gain insight into the cultural and social evolution that shaped Frankfort into what it is today.

2. The Pioneers of Frankfort: Stories of Early Settlers
Delving into the lives of Frankfort’s first inhabitants, this book presents personal stories, diaries, and letters
from early settlers. It offers a vivid picture of the challenges and triumphs they faced while building a new
community. The narrative brings to life the spirit of resilience and determination.

3. Historic Landmarks of Frankfort: A Guided Tour
This book serves as a detailed guide to the historic sites and landmarks within the Frankfort area. Featuring
photographs and maps, it provides historical context and anecdotes about each location. It is an essential
resource for history enthusiasts and visitors alike.

4. Frankfort’s Role in the Civil War
Examining Frankfort’s strategic and social position during the Civil War, this book uncovers local stories of
bravery and hardship. It discusses military actions, civilian life, and the impact of the war on the
community’s development. The book also highlights preserved artifacts and memorials.

5. Women of Frankfort: Unsung Heroines in History
Focusing on the contributions of women in Frankfort’s history, this volume celebrates the achievements
and influence of local women across various periods. From pioneers to activists, their stories provide a
unique perspective on the area’s social fabric. The book aims to recognize their often overlooked roles.



6. Frankfort’s Industrial Growth: From Mills to Modern Industry
Tracing the economic transformation of Frankfort, this book details the rise of industry from early mills to
contemporary manufacturing. It examines how industrialization shaped the community’s economy,
demographics, and infrastructure. The narrative includes profiles of key businesses and entrepreneurs.

7. Preserving Frankfort’s Heritage: The Historical Society’s Journey
This book chronicles the foundation, mission, and efforts of the Frankfort Area Historical Society. It
highlights major preservation projects, community programs, and archival achievements. Readers will
appreciate the dedication involved in safeguarding Frankfort’s past for future generations.

8. Frankfort Schools and Education: A Historical Perspective
Covering the evolution of education in Frankfort, this book documents the establishment of schools,
curriculum changes, and notable educators. It reflects on how education influenced the community’s
growth and values over time. The book includes photographs, yearbooks, and personal recollections.

9. Frankfort’s Cultural Traditions and Festivals
This book celebrates the unique cultural customs, festivals, and community events that have defined
Frankfort’s identity. It explores the origins and significance of various traditions, showcasing how they
bring residents together. The lively descriptions are complemented by colorful images and firsthand
accounts.
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of the historic downtown business district to the evolution of Sauerkraut Days into the nationally
recognized Frankfort Fall Festival to the rails-to-trails conversion of the Michigan Central Railroad
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Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.
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information you need to trace your roots across the United States, including: • Research summaries,
tips and techniques, with maps for every U.S. state • Detailed county-level data, essential for
unlocking the wealth of records hidden in the county courthouse • Websites and contact information
for libraries, archives, and genealogical and historical societies • Bibliographies for each state to
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The stuff of legend, he was part monster, part Robin Hood. In the early days, he would emerge from
his restaurant/saloon in tiny Ledford in Saline County with a cigar box full of coins and throw
handfuls in the air for the children. Echoing the consensus on Birger, an anonymous gang member
called him enigmatic, noting that he had a wonderful quality, a heart of gold. There in Harrisburg
sometimes he'd support twelve or fifteen families, buy coal, groceries. . . . [But] he had cold eyes, a
killer's eyes. He would kill you for something somebody else would punch you in the nose for.
Drawing from the colorful cast of the living, the dead, and the soon-to-be-dead—a state shared by
many associated with Birger and his enemies, the Shelton gang—DeNeal re-creates Prohibition-era



southern Illinois. He depicts the fatal shootout between S. Glenn Young and Ora Thomas, the battle
on the Herrin Masonic Temple lawn in which six were slain and the Ku Klux Klan crushed, and the
wounding of Williamson County state's attorney Arlie O. Boswell. As the gang wars escalated and the
roster of corpses lengthened, the gangsters embraced technology. The Sheltons bombed Birger's
roadhouse, Shady Rest, from a single-engine airplane. Both Birger and the Sheltons used armored
vehicles to intimidate their enemies, and the chatter of machine gun fire grew common. The gang
wars ended with massive arrests, trials, and convictions of gangsters who once had seemed
invincible. Charlie Birger was convicted of the murder of West City mayor Joe Adams and sentenced
to death. On April 19, 1928, he stood on the gallows looking down on the large crowd that had come
to see him die. It's a beautiful world, Birger said softly as he prepared to leave it.
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a mainline that originated in the industrial port city of Toledo, Ohio, the Ann Arbor Railroad
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Frankfort and adjacent Elberta, where its tracks terminated on the shore of Lake Michigan. From its
Elberta facility, the Ann Arbor blended trains and Great Lakes carferries to operate a unique
transportation system that survived for nearly a century. This book documents the Ann Arbor
Railroad's legacy through rare photographs and historical research, and carries the reader on a
visual journey through this influential railroad's storied past.
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