
franciscan maternal fetal medicine

franciscan maternal fetal medicine represents a specialized branch of obstetrics focusing on the care of high-
risk pregnancies and complex fetal conditions. This discipline combines advanced diagnostic techniques,
expert clinical management, and cutting-edge technology to ensure optimal outcomes for both mother and
baby. Franciscan maternal fetal medicine centers are staffed by highly trained specialists who collaborate
with multidisciplinary teams to address complications such as preterm labor, fetal anomalies, and maternal
health issues impacting pregnancy. By integrating personalized care plans and evidence-based
interventions, franciscan maternal fetal medicine aims to improve prenatal health and reduce perinatal
risks. This article explores the comprehensive services, diagnostic tools, treatment options, and patient
support mechanisms associated with franciscan maternal fetal medicine, providing valuable insights for
expectant families and healthcare professionals alike. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in
this discussion.

Overview of Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine

Services Offered in Maternal Fetal Medicine

Diagnostic Techniques and Technologies

Common Conditions Managed

Patient Care and Support

Benefits of Choosing Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine

Overview of Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine
Franciscan maternal fetal medicine is a subspecialty within obstetrics dedicated to managing pregnancies
that present increased risks to the mother, fetus, or both. These centers are equipped to handle complex
medical scenarios involving fetal development concerns, maternal chronic illnesses, or pregnancy
complications. Specialists in this field undergo extensive training in maternal-fetal medicine, enabling them
to provide expert consultation, surveillance, and intervention when necessary. The approach is holistic,
focusing on monitoring fetal growth, assessing maternal health, and anticipating potential complications to
ensure timely and effective treatment. Franciscan maternal fetal medicine programs often operate within
larger hospital systems, integrating with neonatal care and surgical services to offer comprehensive
perinatal management.



Role of Maternal Fetal Medicine Specialists
Maternal fetal medicine (MFM) specialists are obstetricians with additional expertise in high-risk
pregnancies. Their role includes risk assessment, prenatal diagnosis, treatment planning, and coordination of
care with other specialists such as neonatologists and genetic counselors. In franciscan maternal fetal
medicine centers, these experts lead the management of complicated pregnancies through continuous
monitoring, diagnostic testing, and therapeutic interventions tailored to each unique case.

History and Development
The field of maternal fetal medicine has evolved significantly over recent decades, driven by
advancements in ultrasound technology, genetic testing, and prenatal therapies. Franciscan maternal fetal
medicine reflects this progression by incorporating state-of-the-art diagnostic and treatment modalities to
improve maternal and fetal outcomes. Their commitment to innovation and research supports the
development of new protocols and standards of care within this specialized field.

Services Offered in Maternal Fetal Medicine
Franciscan maternal fetal medicine centers provide a wide range of clinical services designed to address
diverse pregnancy-related challenges. These services encompass preventive care, diagnostic evaluations,
and therapeutic interventions tailored to the needs of high-risk pregnancies. The comprehensive nature of
these offerings ensures that patients receive coordinated support throughout their prenatal journey.

High-Risk Pregnancy Management
Management of high-risk pregnancies is a cornerstone of franciscan maternal fetal medicine. This includes
care for conditions such as preeclampsia, diabetes in pregnancy, multiple gestations, and maternal cardiac
disease. Specialists develop individualized care plans that include frequent monitoring, medication
management, and delivery planning to minimize risks.

Fetal Diagnostics and Monitoring
Advanced fetal diagnostics are integral to franciscan maternal fetal medicine services. These include
detailed anatomical ultrasounds, fetal echocardiography, and biophysical profiles to assess fetal well-being.
Continuous fetal monitoring during pregnancy allows for the early detection of potential problems and
timely intervention.



Genetic Counseling and Testing
Genetic counseling is offered to families with a history of genetic disorders or abnormal screening results.
Franciscan maternal fetal medicine centers provide access to comprehensive genetic testing options such as
non-invasive prenatal testing (NIPT), chorionic villus sampling (CVS), and amniocentesis. These services
help identify chromosomal abnormalities and guide decision-making during pregnancy.

Diagnostic Techniques and Technologies
Utilizing the latest in medical technology, franciscan maternal fetal medicine employs a variety of
diagnostic tools to monitor maternal and fetal health. These technologies facilitate early and accurate
diagnosis of conditions that could affect pregnancy outcomes.

Ultrasound Imaging
Ultrasound remains the primary imaging modality in maternal fetal medicine. Franciscan centers utilize
high-resolution, 3D, and 4D ultrasound systems to visualize fetal anatomy in detail. This allows for the
detection of structural anomalies, assessment of fetal growth patterns, and evaluation of placental function.

Fetal Echocardiography
Fetal echocardiography is a specialized ultrasound examination of the fetal heart. It is performed when
there is suspicion of congenital heart defects or other cardiac concerns. This diagnostic tool helps identify
heart abnormalities early, enabling appropriate perinatal management.

Non-Invasive Prenatal Testing (NIPT)
NIPT analyzes cell-free fetal DNA circulating in the maternal blood to screen for chromosomal
abnormalities such as Down syndrome, trisomy 18, and trisomy 13. Franciscan maternal fetal medicine
centers offer this safe and highly accurate screening method as part of their genetic services.

Common Conditions Managed
Franciscan maternal fetal medicine specialists are adept at managing a wide range of pregnancy
complications and fetal disorders. Their expertise ensures appropriate evaluation and treatment to improve
outcomes for both mother and child.



Preterm Labor and Premature Birth
Preterm labor is a significant concern in high-risk pregnancies. Franciscan maternal fetal medicine centers
implement preventive strategies and treatments to delay labor and enhance fetal maturity, such as
corticosteroid administration and tocolytic therapy.

Fetal Growth Restriction (FGR)
FGR occurs when the fetus does not grow at the expected rate in the womb. Specialists closely monitor
fetal growth using ultrasounds and Doppler studies, adjusting care plans to optimize fetal health and
determine the best timing for delivery.

Placental Disorders
Conditions like placenta previa, placental abruption, and placental insufficiency are managed under the
franciscan maternal fetal medicine umbrella. Careful monitoring and intervention plans are developed to
mitigate risks to the mother and fetus.

Patient Care and Support
Patient-centered care is fundamental to franciscan maternal fetal medicine. Beyond medical treatment,
these centers emphasize emotional support, education, and multidisciplinary collaboration to enhance the
prenatal experience.

Multidisciplinary Team Approach
Franciscan maternal fetal medicine teams often include obstetricians, neonatologists, genetic counselors,
nutritionists, and social workers. This collaborative approach ensures comprehensive care addressing all
aspects of maternal and fetal health.

Patient Education and Counseling
Educating patients about their conditions, diagnostic findings, and treatment options empowers them to
make informed decisions. Counseling services also support families coping with complex diagnoses or
adverse pregnancy outcomes.



Postnatal Follow-up
After delivery, franciscan maternal fetal medicine programs coordinate with pediatric and neonatal
specialists to ensure ongoing care for infants born with medical needs. Maternal follow-up is also arranged
to monitor recovery and address any postpartum complications.

Benefits of Choosing Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine
Opting for care at a franciscan maternal fetal medicine center offers distinct advantages for patients facing
high-risk pregnancies. The integration of expertise, technology, and compassionate care contributes to
improved pregnancy outcomes.

Access to highly specialized maternal and fetal care providers

Comprehensive diagnostic and therapeutic services in one setting

Collaborative care ensuring personalized treatment plans

Advanced technology for accurate monitoring and diagnosis

Supportive patient education and counseling resources

Connection to neonatal and pediatric specialists for seamless care transition

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine?
Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine is a specialized healthcare service focused on managing high-risk
pregnancies and providing advanced care for both the mother and fetus, offered by Franciscan Health.

What types of conditions does Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine treat?
They manage conditions such as preterm labor, preeclampsia, gestational diabetes, fetal growth restriction,
multiple pregnancies, and congenital fetal anomalies.



Who should consider consulting Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine
specialists?
Pregnant women with high-risk factors such as chronic health conditions, previous pregnancy
complications, advanced maternal age, or abnormal prenatal screening results should consider consulting
their specialists.

What diagnostic services are offered by Franciscan Maternal Fetal
Medicine?
They provide advanced diagnostic services including detailed ultrasounds, fetal echocardiography, genetic
testing, amniocentesis, and non-invasive prenatal testing (NIPT).

How does Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine support fetal health during
pregnancy?
They monitor fetal development closely, manage any detected abnormalities, provide interventions when
necessary, and collaborate with neonatologists to ensure optimal outcomes.

Can Franciscan Maternal Fetal Medicine assist with delivery planning?
Yes, their specialists work closely with obstetricians to develop personalized delivery plans that address any
maternal or fetal risks to ensure safe labor and delivery.

How can patients schedule an appointment with Franciscan Maternal
Fetal Medicine?
Patients can schedule an appointment by contacting Franciscan Health directly through their website,
calling their Maternal Fetal Medicine department, or obtaining a referral from their primary obstetrician.

Additional Resources
1. Franciscan Approaches to Maternal Fetal Medicine: Compassionate Care in High-Risk Pregnancies
This book explores the integration of Franciscan values such as compassion, humility, and respect for life in
the management of high-risk pregnancies. It provides clinical guidelines alongside ethical discussions rooted
in the Franciscan tradition. Healthcare providers will find a blend of medical expertise and spiritual care
principles to support both mother and fetus.

2. Maternal Fetal Medicine and the Franciscan Tradition: Balancing Science and Spirituality
Focusing on the intersection of advanced maternal fetal medicine and Franciscan spirituality, this title



addresses how healthcare professionals can maintain holistic care. It examines complex cases where medical
intervention and spiritual support must work hand in hand. The book also highlights the importance of
dignity and sanctity of life in prenatal care.

3. Ethics in Maternal Fetal Medicine: A Franciscan Perspective
This volume delves into ethical dilemmas faced in maternal fetal medicine from a Franciscan worldview.
Topics include decision-making in fetal anomalies, end-of-life care, and the moral implications of emerging
technologies. It serves as a guide for clinicians striving to uphold ethical standards consistent with
Franciscan teachings.

4. Holistic Care in Maternal Fetal Medicine: Insights from the Franciscan Order
Emphasizing a holistic approach, this book combines medical knowledge with Franciscan principles of care
for the whole person. It discusses physical, emotional, and spiritual support strategies for expecting mothers,
particularly in challenging pregnancies. Readers will gain tools for nurturing patient well-being beyond
standard clinical practice.

5. Franciscan Contributions to Prenatal Diagnosis and Treatment
Highlighting historical and contemporary contributions of the Franciscan community to prenatal care, this
book covers advances in diagnosis and therapeutic interventions. It reflects on the order’s commitment to
life and healing and how these values influence modern maternal fetal medicine. Case studies illustrate
practical applications of Franciscan compassion in clinical settings.

6. Spiritual Dimensions of Maternal Fetal Medicine: A Franciscan Viewpoint
This work addresses the spiritual needs of pregnant women and their families within the context of
maternal fetal medicine, guided by Franciscan spirituality. It offers perspectives on prayer, pastoral care,
and emotional resilience during complicated pregnancies. Healthcare providers will find ways to
incorporate spiritual support into their practice.

7. Pregnancy and Perinatal Care through a Franciscan Lens
Offering a comprehensive guide to pregnancy and perinatal care, this book integrates medical protocols
with the Franciscan ethos of service and compassion. It discusses patient-centered approaches that honor the
dignity of both mother and child. The text is designed for clinicians seeking to enrich their care with
spiritual sensitivity.

8. Franciscan Models of Maternal Fetal Medicine Education and Training
This book examines educational frameworks inspired by Franciscan values for training maternal fetal
medicine specialists. It emphasizes empathy, ethical reasoning, and patient advocacy alongside clinical skills.
Educators and trainees will benefit from methodologies that foster both professional competence and moral
integrity.

9. Faith and Science in Maternal Fetal Medicine: The Franciscan Integration
Exploring the harmony between faith and scientific progress, this title discusses how Franciscan principles
support innovative maternal fetal medicine practices. It highlights collaborative approaches to research,



patient care, and ethical challenges. The book encourages a balanced perspective that respects both religious
beliefs and medical advancements.
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Pregnancy Louis Buttino, 1998 The encyclopedic coverage includes all medical treatment of
pregnant women, from general aspects of medical care during pregnancy to critical care and
surgery in pregnancy. The third has been thoroughly revised and features a new section on medical
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embarazo Norbert Gleicher, 2000
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Cardiac Problems in Pregnancy Uri Elkayam, Norbert
Gleicher, 1998-06-23 Recent medical advances have made pregnancy possible for women with heart
disease and saved lives. Completely revised and expanded, this latest edition of this successful and
authoritative clinical guide provides step-by-step treatment methods in a clear and organized
manner. Includes fifteen extensively updated chapters and offers eight new chapters on topics such
as cardiopulmonary imaging, prosthetic heart valves, pregnancy after cardiac transplantation, plus
the use of diuretics, vasodilators and angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors in pregnancy.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: The Foragers of Point Hope Charles E. Hilton,
Benjamin M. Auerbach, Libby W. Cowgill, 2014-07-24 Sixty years after their discovery, this is the
first anthropological synthesis of the ancient Arctic foragers of Point Hope, Alaska.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Alexander's Surgical Procedures Jane C. Rothrock,
Sherri Alexander, 2011-09-14 Developed specifically for surgical technologists, Alexander's Surgical
Procedures provides proven, step-by-step coverage of essential surgical procedures from one of the
most trusted sources in surgical technology. Building on the renowned content of Alexander's Care
of the Surgical Patient, 14th Edition, respected authorities Jane Rothrock and Sherri Alexander (AST
president 2007 - 2011) guide you through the pre-op set up, procedure pathology/steps, and post-op
considerations for all required procedures. This approachable, easy-to-use resource complements
the fundamental coverage in your other surgical technology textbooks, and detailed procedure
videos on a companion Evolve website help you ensure success from the classroom to the OR. -
Content adapted from Alexander's Care of the Surgical Patient, 14th Edition provides comprehensive
procedural coverage optimized for your specific needs as a surgical technologist. - Surgical
Technologist Considerations boxes detail practical strategies for applying chapter content to
specialty procedures. - Complete pre-op set up, draping, and other instructions for each procedure
equip you to confidently perform all of the duties of surgical technologist in the OR setting. - Chapter
Outlines, Learning Objectives, and Chapter Summaries help you study chapter content more
effectively. - Review questions in the text and case studies on Evolve reinforce key concepts and
encourage critical thinking. - More than 700 full-color illustrations clarify surgical anatomy,
instrumentation, procedures, and methods. - Surgical Pharmacology tables provide quick,
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convenient access to generic/trade names, purpose/description, and pharmacokinetics for drugs
most commonly associated with each specific surgical procedure. - Cutting-edge content reflects the
latest interventions and patient care techniques in surgical practice. - Geriatric Consideration boxes
help you manage surgical challenges unique to geriatric patients. - Patient Safety boxes alert you to
recent Joint Commission safety initiatives to ensure safe performance of key tasks. - History boxes
present chapter content in a broader context to enhance your understanding and retention. -
Ambulatory Surgical Considerations boxes highlight important changes to patient care within
appropriate procedures. - Risk Reduction Strategies boxes provide specific steps you can take to
improve patient safety.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Life to the Full Abby Johnson, Tyler Rowely,
2023-05-05 Abortion is a scourge on our world, perpetuated by a skewed understanding of love and
freedom. The result has been over 62 million lives lost in the United States alone since 1973. Each of
these lives is an untold story. It is time for them to speak. In Life to the Full, Abby Johnson and Tyler
Rowley have collected twenty-three harrowing personal accounts that demonstrate the evil of
abortion and, more crucially, the power of life. In the midst of the fight against the culture of death,
it is love, mercy, and miracles that serve as our oxygen, keeping so many determined to bring
abortion to an end. The best method of winning hearts is the telling of stories—true stories. Life to
the Full shares lived human experiences in order to breathe new life into the abortion fight and raise
up a next generation of men and women committed to protecting the unborn. This is the book I want
supporters of legal abortion to read, writes editor Abby Johnson. Page after page will reveal the
certainty that it is never okay to kill an innocent human being, and that in order for our nation to
know peace, there must be peace in the womb. This book will inspire those already committed to the
cause of life, and make abortion advocates second-guess their convictions.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Historical Black Milwaukee (1950 to 2022) Dr. Michael
Bonds, 2023-08-23 In Historical Black Milwaukee (1950-2022), the author illustrates how an African
American community grew over time and the people, events, and institutions that shaped Black
Milwaukee. He also shows the contributions that African Americans made to the City of Milwaukee's
growth and its history. Bonds provides a detailed discussion on historical Black Milwaukee. He
shows how a small Black population of 21,772 (3.41%) out of Milwaukee's population of 637,392 in
1950 grew to become the second-largest racial group in Milwaukee with a total population of
223.962 (38.8%), based on the City of Milwaukee's 2021 estimated population of 577,222. The
author discusses the people (community leaders, Black elected officials at every level of government,
and Black professionals in the public, private, and criminal justice sectors) who shaped historical
Black Milwaukee. Moreover, he provides a detailed discussion of various institutions (Black
businesses, schools, religion, media outlets (newspaper, radio stations, televisions, etc.), social
service agencies, and more that shaped historical Black Milwaukee. And the book reveals the role of
Black cultural institutions (museums, art galleries, bookstores, nightclubs, sports leagues, etc.),
cultural events (festivals, art shows, and more), Black neighborhoods, and public landmarks (streets,
buildings, murals, parks, etc.) named after Blacks who contributed to the growth of its community
and the City of Milwaukee's history. This book discusses the challenges and opportunities that led to
the integration of the Black population into the City of Milwaukee. Historical Black Milwaukee will
become a book that can be updated regularly and can provide a one-stop reference book on Black
Milwaukee for the period of 1950-2022. The book also discusses lessons learn from historical Black
Milwaukee and their implications for other Black communities.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Medical Malpractice Claims Investigation Nancy
Acerbo-Kozuchowski, Nancy Acerbo-Avalone, Katherine Kremer, 1997 The book is designed as a
primer for claims investigators, health care managers, QA/QI personnel, in-house counsel,
paralegals, personal injury attorneys, and others whose duties include the investigation of actual and
potential medical malpractice lawsuits. It can be used as a desktop reference, self-study guide, or as
part of a formal orientation program for risk managers and quality assurance personnel. The book
contains a step-by-step description of the claims investigation. It also provides instruction on



reviewing medical records; identifying adverse patient occurrences; selecting, locating and
interviewing personnel involved in occurrences; analyzing investigative findings; and writing the
investigation report.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations Dictionary ,
2001-05 Each volume separately titled: v. 1, Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary; v. 2,
New acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations (formerly issued independently as New acronyms and
initialisms); v. 3, Reverse acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary (formerly issued
independently as Reverse acronyms and initialisms dictionary).
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Conn's Current Therapy 1997 Howard Franklin Conn,
Robert E. Rakel, 1997 Exploring the important advances and popular therapies for the most
frequently debated and treated conditions, this text delivers more than 1000 therapies for over 300
medical conditions. It also includes information on the latest drugs.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Textbook of Laparoscopy Jaroslav F. Hulka, Harry Reich,
1998 Drs. Hulka and Reich present authoritative, in-depth coverage of basic laparoscopic concepts *
basic clinical and surgical laparoscopy * advanced gynecologic laparoscopy * controversies * and
management of complications. This edition includes new coverage of hemostasis * chronic pelvic
pain * teaching and credentialling * office laparoscopy * and new techniques being performed or
proposed. Hundreds of remarkable drawings by master illustrator John Parker make even the most
complex procedures simple to follow.
  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Atlas of Emergency Medicine Procedures Latha
Ganti, 2022-07-15 The significantly expanded second edition of this full-color atlas provides a
step-by-step, visual guide to the most common procedures in emergency medicine. Completely
revised, it also includes new procedures such as REBOA, the HINTS test, sphenopalatine ganglion
block, occipital nerve block, and lung ultrasonography. Procedures are described on a single page,
or two-page spreads, so that the physician can quickly access and review the procedure at hand. The
atlas contains more than 700 diagnostic algorithms, schematic diagrams, and photographic
illustrations to highlight the breadth and depth of emergency medicine. Topics are logically
arranged by anatomic location or by type of procedure, and all procedures are based on the most
current and evidence-based practices. Atlas of Emergency Medicine Procedures, Second Edition is
an essential resource for physicians and advanced practice professionals, residents, medical
students, and nurses in emergency medicine, urgent care, and pediatrics.
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  franciscan maternal fetal medicine: Breastfeeding E-Book Ruth A. Lawrence, Robert M.
Lawrence, 2015-10-13 Stay informed on every aspect of breastfeeding, from basic data on the
anatomical, physiological, biochemical, nutritional, immunological, and psychological aspects of
human lactation, to the problems of clinical management of breastfeeding. Learn from the
award-winning author and co-founder of the Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, Dr. Ruth
Lawrence, and her son, Dr. Rob Lawrence. Make appropriate drug recommendations, including
approved medications, over-the-counter medications, and herbal remedies. Provide thoughtful
guidance to the breastfeeding mother according to her circumstances, problems, and lifestyle from
integrated coverage of evidence-based data and practical experience. Find what you need quickly
with a new, streamlined approach. Treat conditions associated with breastfeeding and effectively
manage the use of medications during lactation thanks to extensive, up-to-date, evidence-based
information.
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