
francisco cantu political science

francisco cantu political science represents an intriguing intersection of literature, border
studies, and the analytical frameworks used in political science to understand complex socio-political
issues. As a prominent author and former U.S. Border Patrol agent, Francisco Cantú offers unique
insights into immigration, border enforcement, and the human consequences of political policies.
This article explores the relevance of Francisco Cantú’s work within the field of political science,
highlighting his contributions to understanding immigration policy, border politics, and the broader
implications for governance and human rights. Through a detailed examination of his background,
key themes, and the impact of his narratives, this article sheds light on how his experiences enrich
political science discourse. Readers will gain an understanding of how Francisco Cantú’s
perspectives inform contemporary debates and policy analysis in political science. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of his biography, his literary contributions, and the
intersection of his work with political science theories and practices.

Biography and Background of Francisco Cantú

Key Themes in Francisco Cantú’s Work

Francisco Cantú’s Contributions to Political Science

Impact on Immigration Policy and Border Studies

Critical Reception and Academic Influence

Biography and Background of Francisco Cantú
Francisco Cantú’s personal and professional background sets the stage for his significant
contributions to political science, particularly in the areas of immigration and border policy. Born
and raised in the United States, Cantú’s academic journey includes studies in literature and creative
writing, which complement his later experiences as a Border Patrol agent. His tenure with the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection agency provided him with firsthand knowledge of the operational
realities and ethical complexities involved in border enforcement. This unique combination of
literary skill and practical experience enables Cantú to offer nuanced perspectives that resonate
within political science research and policy analysis.

Early Life and Education
Francisco Cantú pursued higher education with a focus on literature and writing, earning degrees
that honed his narrative abilities. His academic background is crucial for understanding how he
articulates the human stories behind political issues such as immigration and border control. Cantú’s
educational foundation supports his capacity to analyze and communicate complex socio-political
phenomena effectively.



Career with U.S. Border Patrol
Joining the U.S. Border Patrol marked a pivotal chapter in Cantú’s life, offering direct exposure to
the challenges and controversies surrounding border security. His experiences during this period
form the backbone of his literary and analytical work, providing authentic insights into the
enforcement mechanisms and the human impact of border policies. These experiences are
instrumental in bridging practical knowledge with theoretical frameworks in political science.

Key Themes in Francisco Cantú’s Work
The thematic exploration in Francisco Cantú’s work addresses critical issues that lie at the core of
political science discourse on immigration and human rights. His writings delve into the moral
dilemmas faced by border agents, the lived experiences of migrants, and the broader socio-political
context of U.S.-Mexico border policies. These themes contribute to a deeper understanding of the
intersection between state power, individual agency, and international migration dynamics.

Humanizing Immigration
One of the most prominent themes in Cantú’s work is the humanization of immigrants, challenging
prevailing narratives that often dehumanize or criminalize border crossers. By presenting detailed
personal stories and ethical reflections, Cantú invites political scientists and policymakers to
reconsider the human dimension of immigration policy.

Border Enforcement Ethics
Cantú critically examines the ethical conundrums faced by law enforcement agents tasked with
implementing border policies. This theme opens a vital dialogue about the balance between security,
legality, and humanitarian concerns, which is a significant focus in political science studies of
governance and public administration.

State Power and Control
His work also explores themes related to state sovereignty, surveillance, and control, emphasizing
how border enforcement is a manifestation of broader political mechanisms of power. These insights
enrich the theoretical discussions within political science regarding authority and the regulation of
human mobility.

Francisco Cantú’s Contributions to Political Science
Francisco Cantú’s contributions to political science are primarily through his unique synthesis of
experiential knowledge and literary analysis, which offers fresh perspectives on immigration policy
and border politics. His work provides empirical and narrative evidence that challenges simplistic or
conventional approaches to these issues, fostering a more critical and empathetic understanding
among scholars and practitioners.



Interdisciplinary Approach
Cantú’s integration of literary techniques with political analysis exemplifies an interdisciplinary
approach that broadens the methodological toolkit available to political scientists. This approach
aids in capturing the complexity of immigration dynamics beyond quantitative data and formal policy
analysis.

Influence on Policy Debates
The insights derived from Cantú’s experiences and writings have influenced public discourse and
policy debates by highlighting the unintended consequences of stringent border enforcement. His
perspectives encourage policymakers to consider alternative frameworks that prioritize human
rights and social justice within immigration policy.

Enhancing Border Studies
In the field of border studies, Cantú’s work serves as a critical resource that elucidates the lived
realities behind theoretical models of border security and migration management. His contributions
help to contextualize border enforcement within broader political and social systems, enriching
academic inquiry and teaching.

Impact on Immigration Policy and Border Studies
Francisco Cantú’s work has had a measurable impact on the way immigration policy and border
studies are approached in both academic and policy-making circles. By providing a candid portrayal
of border enforcement and its effects, Cantú challenges dominant paradigms and advocates for more
humane and effective policy solutions.

Policy Reform Advocacy
Through his public engagements and writings, Cantú advocates for reforms that address the
humanitarian crises at the border and the structural issues underpinning migration. His advocacy
supports political science efforts aimed at developing more comprehensive and ethical immigration
policies.

Educational Contributions
Cantú’s narratives are increasingly incorporated into curricula related to political science, border
studies, and immigration law, serving as essential case studies for students and scholars seeking to
understand the human impacts of policy decisions.



Raising Awareness
By shedding light on the complexities of border enforcement, Cantú raises awareness among the
general public and policymakers alike, fostering informed dialogue and encouraging more nuanced
perspectives within political science and beyond.

Critical Reception and Academic Influence
The reception of Francisco Cantú’s work within academic and literary circles underscores its
significance to political science and related disciplines. Scholars recognize his contributions as
pivotal in reshaping narratives around immigration and border control, blending empirical
observation with ethical inquiry.

Academic Citations and Studies
Cantú’s writings are frequently cited in scholarly articles and research that address immigration
policy, border security, and human rights. His firsthand accounts provide valuable qualitative data
that complement quantitative research in political science.

Literary and Scholarly Awards
His work has received critical acclaim for its literary merit and social relevance, garnering awards
that reflect its impact on both cultural and academic landscapes. These accolades reinforce the
importance of interdisciplinary contributions to political science.

Influence on Future Research
Francisco Cantú’s approach inspires emerging scholars to adopt more holistic and empathetic
methodologies when studying politically charged issues such as immigration. His legacy promotes
ongoing dialogue that integrates personal experience with rigorous political analysis.

Francisco Cantú’s unique background combining literature and border enforcement

Exploration of key themes such as humanization of immigrants and border ethics

Contributions to political science through interdisciplinary research and policy influence

Significant impact on immigration policy reform and academic curricula

Recognition and critical reception in scholarly and literary communities



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Francisco Cantú in the field of political science?
Francisco Cantú is a writer and former U.S. Border Patrol agent whose work explores the political
and social implications of border enforcement and immigration policies.

What contributions has Francisco Cantú made to political
science?
Francisco Cantú has contributed through his critical analysis and narrative accounts of U.S. border
enforcement, shedding light on the human and political dimensions of immigration policy.

Has Francisco Cantú published any notable works related to
political science?
Yes, Francisco Cantú is the author of 'The Line Becomes a River,' a memoir that critically examines
U.S. border policy and its impacts, which is influential in political science discussions on
immigration.

How does Francisco Cantú's background influence his
perspective in political science?
His experience as a former Border Patrol agent provides firsthand insight into the complexities and
consequences of border enforcement, enriching political science discourse with practical and ethical
considerations.

What political issues does Francisco Cantú focus on in his
work?
Francisco Cantú focuses on immigration policy, border security, human rights, and the politics
surrounding U.S.-Mexico border enforcement.

How is Francisco Cantú's work relevant to contemporary
political science debates?
His work highlights the human costs of immigration enforcement and challenges prevailing
narratives, contributing to contemporary debates on immigration reform and border policy.

Does Francisco Cantú engage with political science academia
or public policy?
While primarily a writer and commentator, Cantú's work is widely cited in academic and policy
discussions related to immigration and border politics.



What themes in political science are prominent in Francisco
Cantú's writing?
Themes include state power, sovereignty, human rights, migration, and the ethical dilemmas faced
by law enforcement agents.

Has Francisco Cantú participated in political science
conferences or forums?
Francisco Cantú has participated in public talks, panels, and literary events that intersect with
political science topics, especially immigration and border issues.

How can Francisco Cantú's insights be used in political
science research?
Researchers can use Cantú's firsthand accounts and analyses to better understand the practical and
moral complexities of border enforcement policies and their sociopolitical effects.

Additional Resources
1. The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border
Francisco Cantú’s memoir delves into his experiences as a U.S. Border Patrol agent. The book
provides an intimate look at the human and political complexities surrounding immigration
enforcement. It explores themes of morality, identity, and the consequences of border policies in the
context of U.S.-Mexico relations.

2. Borderlands: The Politics of Immigration and Security
This work discusses the political dynamics and security issues shaping border enforcement policies.
Cantú examines how immigration laws reflect broader socio-political tensions and the impact on
border communities. The book provides insights into the interplay between national security and
human rights.

3. Crossing Lines: Migration and State Power
Focusing on the political science aspects of migration, this book analyzes state control over borders
and the use of power in regulating movement. Cantú critiques the militarization of borders and its
implications for sovereignty and democracy. The book also addresses the role of immigration in
shaping national identity.

4. Enforcement and Ethics: The Moral Dilemmas of Border Agents
This title explores the ethical challenges faced by border enforcement officers. Drawing from his
own experiences, Cantú presents a nuanced perspective on the conflict between duty and
conscience. The book raises important questions about the human cost of immigration policies.

5. Politics of the Wall: Immigration, Security, and Division
Cantú investigates the symbolic and practical roles of border walls in political discourse. The book
discusses how physical barriers are used to enforce exclusion and influence political narratives. It
also examines the consequences for cross-border relations and migration flows.



6. Human Rights at the Border: Policy and Practice
This book critiques border enforcement policies from a human rights perspective. Cantú highlights
violations and advocates for reforms that balance security with dignity and justice. The work is
grounded in case studies and policy analysis relevant to U.S. and international contexts.

7. Migration, Identity, and the State: A Border Perspective
Cantú explores how migration challenges traditional notions of identity and statehood. The book
discusses the political implications of demographic changes and cultural hybridity in border regions.
It offers a critical examination of citizenship, belonging, and political inclusion.

8. Inside the Border Patrol: Politics, Power, and Personal Stories
This narrative blends political analysis with personal anecdotes from Cantú’s time in the Border
Patrol. The book reveals the internal politics of enforcement agencies and their impact on policy
implementation. It also humanizes the agents and migrants caught in the system.

9. Reimagining Borders: Toward Inclusive Immigration Policies
Cantú proposes innovative approaches to immigration policy that emphasize inclusivity and human
rights. The book critiques current political frameworks and suggests alternatives grounded in
empathy and practical reform. It is a forward-looking work aimed at policymakers and scholars alike.
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  francisco cantu political science: Handbook of Innovations in Political Psychology Ethan
C. Busby, Christopher F. Karpowitz, Cara J. Wong, 2025-03-12 In this interdisciplinary Handbook,
editors Ethan C. Busby, Christopher F. Karpowitz, and Cara J. Wong explore not just what political
psychology is but what it could be. In so doing, they Ð and the chapter authors Ð examine and
expand political psychologyÕs scope and relevance. Bringing together a diverse array of authors to
examine both core topics and emerging themes, they combine foundational insights with fresh
perspectives to consider what innovations exist and are needed in the field of political psychology.
  francisco cantu political science: Electoral System Incentives for Interparty and
Intraparty Politics Brian F. Crisp, Patrick Cunha Silva, Santiago Olivella, Guillermo Rosas,
2025-05-12 Electoral systems are sets of formal rules that create incentives for strategic behavior on
the part of voters, (pre-) candidates, party elites, and elected representatives, including legislators
and their chamber leaders. Most simply, they translate the choices made by voters into seats won by
candidates and parties. In the process, rules influence both how many and which parties are viable
and how elected official will go about their time in office as representatives. All electoral systems
share a common set of component rules and each rule can take on a number of different values.
When combining the values taken by these rules into a system, the number of possible combinations
is quite large, which means that specific systems have the potential to provide precise, targeted
incentives that govern relationships between political parties - interparty politics - and within parties
- intraparty politics. Using novel computational tools and a comprehensive and updated dataset on
electoral systems, this book develops precise and transparent measures of both electoral systems'
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interparty and intraparty incentives. These two simple quantities capture the extent to which a given
system encourages the election of a limited number of large parties or a larger number of relatively
smaller ones and the extent to which the lawmaking process will be conducted by unified,
programmatic parties or by individually noteworthy politicians. They thus allow scholars to test the
extent to which electoral rules shape political outcomes about which we care, and they allow
practitioners to select the electoral system that is likely to encourage the form of representation
they desire. The book shows that these indicators of electoral system incentives can explain variation
in interparty politics - the effective number of parties, parties' locations in the policy space,
congruence between citizens' preferences and policy - and intraparty politics - the content of
campaigns, the amount of constituency service provided, the shape of legislative institutions, levels
of party discipline, and the balance struck between programmatic policy and pork barrel politics.
Comparative Politics is a series for researchers, teachers, and students of political science that deals
with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized
by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in
association with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit:
www.ecprnet.eu . The series is edited by Nicole Bolleyer, Chair of Comparative Political Science,
Geschwister Scholl Institut, LMU Munich and Jonathan Slapin, Professor of Political Institutions and
European Politics, Department of Political Science, University of Zurich.
  francisco cantu political science: Political Psychology: The Role of Personality in
Politics Scott Pruysers, Julie Blais, Philip Gordon Chen, 2021-11-05
  francisco cantu political science: Conceptualising Comparative Politics Anthony Petros
Spanakos, Francisco Panizza, 2015-07-16 Comparative politics often involves testing of hypotheses
using new methodological approaches without giving sufficient attention to the concepts which are
fundamental to hypotheses, particularly the ability of these concepts to ‘travel’. Proper
operationalising requires deep reflection on the concept, not simply establishing how it should be
measured. Conceptualising Comparative Politics – the flagship book of Routledge’s series of the
same name – breaks new ground by emphasising the role of thoroughly thinking through concepts
and deep familiarity with the case that inform the conceptual reflection. In this thought- provoking
book, established academics as well as emerging scholars in the field collect (and invite) scholarship
in the tradition of conceptual comparative politics. The book posits that concepts may be used
comparatively as ‘lenses’, ‘building blocks’ and ‘scripts’, and contributors show how these
conceptual tools can be employed in original comparative research. Importantly, contributors to
Conceptualising Comparative Politics do not simply use concepts in one of these three ways but they
apply them with careful consideration of empirical variation. The chapters included in this volume
address some of the most contentious issues in comparative politics (populism, state capacity,
governance, institutions, elections, secularism, among others) from various geographic regions and
model how scholars doing comparative politics might approach such subjects. Concepts make
possible scholarly conversations including creative confrontations across paradigms.
Conceptualising Comparative Politics will challenge you to think of how to engage in conceptual
comparative inquiry and how to use various methodologically sound techniques to understand and
explain comparative politics.
  francisco cantu political science: The Oxford Handbook of Historical Political Economy
Jeffery A. Jenkins, Jared Rubin, 2024 This handbook is currently in development, with individual
articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add information
about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue to grow as
additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please note that the
online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in the title was published
online.
  francisco cantu political science: Social Media as Social Science Data Steven Lloyd
Wilson, 2022-11-17 Social media has put mass communication in the hands of normal people on an
unprecedented scale, and has also given social scientists the tools necessary to listen to the voices of



everyday people around the world. This book gives social scientists the skills necessary to leverage
that opportunity, and transform social media's vast stream of information into social science data.
The book combines the big data techniques of computer science with social science methodology.
Intended as a text for advanced undergraduates, graduate students, and researchers in the social
sciences, this book provides a methodological pathway for scholars who want to make use of this
new and evolving source of data. It provides a framework for building one's own data collection and
analysis infrastructure, a toolkit of content analysis, geographic analysis, and network analysis, and
meditations on the ethical implications of social media data.
  francisco cantu political science: The ^AOxford Handbook of Electoral Persuasion
Elizabeth Suhay, Bernard Grofman, Alexander H. Trechsel, 2020-04-01 This volume surveys the vast
political science literature on electoral persuasion, emphasizing contemporary research and topics
and encouraging cross-fertilization among research strands. A global roster of authors provides a
broad examination of electoral persuasion, with international perspectives complementing deep
coverage of U.S. politics. Major areas of coverage include: general models of political persuasion;
persuasion by parties, candidates, and outside groups; media influence; interpersonal influence;
electoral persuasion across contexts; and empirical methodologies for understanding electoral
persuasion.
  francisco cantu political science: United Front Paul Schuler, 2021-01-12 Conventional
wisdom emerging from China and other autocracies claims that single-party legislatures and
elections are mutually beneficial for citizens and autocrats. This line of thought reasons that these
institutions can serve multiple functions, like constraining political leaders or providing information
about citizens. In United Front, Paul Schuler challenges these views through his examination of the
past and present functioning of the Vietnam National Assembly (VNA), arguing that the legislature's
primary role is to signal strength to the public. When active, the critical behavior from delegates in
the legislature represents cross fire within the regime rather than genuine citizen feedback. In
making these arguments, Schuler counters a growing scholarly trend to see democratic institutions
within single-party settings like China and Vietnam as useful for citizens or regime performance. His
argument also suggests that there are limits to generating genuinely consultative authoritarianism
through quasi-democratic institutions. Applying a diverse range of cutting-edge social science
methods on a wealth of original data such as legislative speeches, election returns, and surveys,
Schuler shows that even in a seemingly vociferous legislature like the VNA, the ultimate purpose of
the institution is not to reflect the views of citizens, but rather to signal the regime's preferences
while taking down rivals.
  francisco cantu political science: Monstrous Politics Ben Gerlofs, 2023-01-16 The birth of
the world’s great megacities is the surest and starkest harbinger of the “urban age” inaugurated in
the twentieth century. As the world’s urban population achieves majority for the first time in
recorded history, theories proliferate on the nature of urban politics, including the shape and quality
of urban democracy, the role of urban social and political movements, and the prospects for
progressive and emancipatory change from the corridors of powerful states to the routinized
rhythms of everyday life. At stake are both the ways in which the rapidly changing urban world is
understood and the urban futures being negotiated by the governments and populations struggling
to contend with these changes and forge a place in contemporary cities. Transdisciplinary by design,
Monstrous Politics first moves historically through Mexico City’s turbulent twentieth century, driven
centrally by the contentious imbrication of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) and its capital
city. Participant observation, expert interviews, and archival materials demonstrate the shifting
strategies and alliances of recent decades, provide the reader with a sense of the texture of
contemporary political life in the city during a time of unprecedented change, and locate these
dynamics within the history and geography of twentieth-century urbanization and political
revolution. Substantive ethnographic chapters trace the emergence and decline of the political
language of “the right to the city,” the establishment and contestation of a “postpolitical”
governance regime, and the culmination of a century of urban politics in the processes of “political



reform” by which Mexico City finally wrested back significant political autonomy and local
democracy from the federal state. A four-fold transection of the revolutionary structure of feeling
that pervades the city in this historic moment illustrates the complex and contradictory sentiments,
appraisals, and motivations through which contemporary politics are understood and enacted.
Drawing on theories of social revolution that embrace complexity, and espousing a methodology that
foregrounds the everyday nature of politics, Monstrous Politics develops an understanding of
revolutionary urban politics at once contextually nuanced and conceptually expansive, and thus
better able to address the realities of politics in the “urban age” even beyond Mexico City.
  francisco cantu political science: Electoral Commissions and Democratization in Africa
Nicholas Kerr, 2024-10-16 Why do some countries hold elections that meet global democratic
standards, while other countries do not? Electoral Commissions and Democratization in Africa
makes a novel contribution to this question. In a departure from the typical story about the “boring”
administrative tasks that electoral commissions carry out and their impact on international
observers' assessments of election quality, Kerr aruges that electoral commissions provide valuable
information that helps politicians and citizens resolve uncertainties about electoral fraud and
administrative irregularities. Whereas previous research focuses on the institutional design of
electoral commissions, this book privileges their actual performance and focuses on two attributes:
autonomy and capacity. By serving an informational role, the autonomy and capacity of electoral
commissions influences how citizens and elites think about and behave during elections. This
includes whether political elites and citizens participate in elections, engage in electoral fraud and
violence, accept electoral outcomes, and express confidence in elections. These attitudes and
behaviors, in turn, influence whether elections meet democratic standards (election quality) and
whether political elites and citizens regard election processes as acceptable (election legitimacy).
This book brings together evidence from public opinion surveys, elite surveys, field research, and
cross-national databases to give an unusually rich empirical exploration of the dynamics of elections
and democracy in sub-Saharan Africa since the 1990s, with a focused case study of Nigeria.
Electoral Commissions and Democratization in Africa will be appealing to scholars and policymakers
interested in democratization and elections. Oxford Studies in African Politics and International
Relations is a series for scholars and students working on African politics and International Relations
and related disciplines. Volumes concentrate on contemporary developments in African political
science, political economy, and International Relations, such as electoral politics, democratization,
decentralization, gender and political representation, the political impact of natural resources, the
dynamics and consequences of conflict, comparative political thought, and the nature of the
continent's engagement with the East and West. Comparative and mixed methods work is
particularly encouraged, as is interdisciplinary research and work that considers ethical issues
relating to the study of Africa. Case studies are welcomed but should demonstrate the broader
theoretical and empirical implications of the study and its wider relevance to contemporary debates.
The focus of the series is on sub-Saharan Africa, although proposals that explain how the region
engages with North Africa and other parts of the world are of interest. Series Editors: Nic
Cheeseman, Professor of Democracy and International Development, University of Birmingham;
Peace Medie, Senior Lecturer in Gender and International Politics, University of Bristol; and Ricardo
Soares de Oliveira, Professor of the International Politics of Africa, University of Oxford.
  francisco cantu political science: Elections in Latin America Kevin Pallister, 2024-02-27
Even as several Latin American countries have regressed to authoritarian rule in the first two
decades of the twenty-first century, elections remain permanent and vital features of the region’s
political life. Kevin Pallister provides an accessible overview of elections throughout Latin America,
including formal electoral institutions, informal practices, and the behavior of voters and candidates.
Through a wide-ranging synthesis of scholarly literature and sources, it offers a descriptive and
analytical look at how elections in the region work, from the legal rules of the game to the final
counting of the votes, and provides an even-handed discussion of its complexities such as electoral
integrity, gender quotas, the role of social media, corruption in campaign finance, and how elections



can be instruments of both democracy and autocracy. This comprehensive narrative, from Mexico to
Argentina, is complemented with illustrative examples, case studies, and data. By understanding
how elections in Latin America work as flawed but indispensable institutions of democracy, students
and other readers will enhance their knowledge of contemporary Latin American politics and the
important process of democratization in the region.
  francisco cantu political science: The ^AOxford Handbook of Electoral Systems Erik S.
Herron, Robert J. Pekkanen, Matthew S. Shugart, 2018-03-15 No subject is more central to the study
of politics than elections. Electoral systems--the rules about how voters' preferences are translated
into election results--profoundly shape important political outcomes, including party systems,
candidate selection, and policy choices. This volume provides an in-depth exploration of the origins
and effects of electoral systems.
  francisco cantu political science: Patronage at Work Virginia Oliveros, 2021-11-25 In
countries around the world, politicians distribute patronage jobs to supporters in exchange for a
wide range of political services – such as helping with campaigns and electoral mobilization.
Patronage employees (clients) engage in these political activities that support politicians (patrons)
because their fates are tied to the political fate of their patrons. Although conventional wisdom holds
that control of patronage significantly increases an incumbent's chance of staying in power, we
actually know very little about how patronage works. Drawing on in-depth interviews, survey data,
and survey experiments in Argentina, Virginia Oliveros details the specific mechanisms that explain
the effect of patronage on political competition. This fascinating study is the first to provide a
systematic analysis of the political activities of mid and low-level public employees in Latin America.
It provides a novel explanation of the enforcement of patronage contracts that has wider
implications for understanding the functioning of clientelist exchanges.
  francisco cantu political science: Computational Social Science R. Michael Alvarez,
2016-03-10 This book provides an overview of cutting-edge approaches to computational social
science.
  francisco cantu political science: Strengthening Electoral Integrity Pippa Norris,
2017-08-29 Today a general mood of pessimism surrounds Western efforts to strengthen elections
and democracy abroad. If elections are often deeply flawed or even broken in many countries around
the world, can anything be done to fix them? To counter the prevailing ethos, Pippa Norris presents
new evidence for why programs of international electoral assistance work. She evaluates the
effectiveness of several practical remedies, including efforts designed to reform electoral laws,
strengthen women's representation, build effective electoral management bodies, promote balanced
campaign communications, regulate political money, and improve voter registration. Pippa Norris
argues that it would be a tragedy to undermine progress by withdrawing from international
engagement. Instead, the international community needs to learn the lessons of what works best to
strengthen electoral integrity, to focus activities and resources upon the most effective programs,
and to innovate after a quarter century of efforts to strengthen electoral integrity.
  francisco cantu political science: Principles of Comparative Politics William Roberts
Clark, Matt Golder, Sona Nadenichek Golder, 2017-02-23 William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder, and
Sona Nadenichek Golder’s groundbreaking Principles of Comparative Politics offers the most
comprehensive and up-to-date introduction to comparative inquiry, research, and scholarship. In this
thoroughly revised Third Edition, readers have an even better guide to cross-national comparison
and why it matters. Readers are offered a new intuitive take on statistical analyses and a clearer
explanation of how to interpret regression results; a thoroughly-revised chapter on culture and
democracy that now includes a more extensive discussion of cultural modernization theory and a
new overview of survey methods for addressing sensitive topics; and a revised chapter on
dictatorships that incorporates a principal-agent framework for understanding authoritarian
institutions. Examples from the gender and politics literature have been incorporated into various
chapters and empirical examples and data on various types of institutions have been updated. The
book's outstanding pedagogy includes more than 250 tables and figures, numerous photos and



maps, end of chapter exercises and problem sets, and a broader set of works cited. New to this
Edition A new intuitive take on statistical analyses and a clearer explanation of how to interpret
regression results are included. A thoroughly-revised chapter on culture and democracy includes a
more extensive discussion of cultural modernization theory and a new overview of survey methods
for addressing sensitive topics. A revised chapter on dictatorships incorporates a principal-agent
framework for understanding authoritarian institutions. Examples from the gender and politics
literature have been incorporated into various chapters. Empirical examples and data on various
types of institutions have been updated. Online videos and tutorials guide students through some of
the methodological components addressed in the book.
  francisco cantu political science: Women, Politics, and Power Pamela Paxton, Melanie M.
Hughes, Tiffany D. Barnes, 2025-01-15 Women, Politics, and Power provides a clear and detailed
introduction to women’s political participation and representation across all branches of government
and a wide range of countries and regions. Using broad statistical overviews and detailed case-study
accounts, authors Pamela Paxton, Melanie M. Hughes, and Tiffany D. Barnes document both
historical trends and the contemporary state of women’s political strength across diverse countries.
The text considers experiences of women from a range of marginalized groups, including racial,
ethnic, and religious minorities; indigenous peoples; and those that face discrimination based on
their sexual orientation and gender identity. Readers will learn about cultural, structural, political,
and international influences on women’s access to political power, about the old and new barriers
women continue to face like violence, and about the difference women make once in political office.
Dedicated chapters on six geographic regions highlight distinct influences and patterns in different
parts of the world. There is simply no other book that offers such a thorough and multidisciplinary
synthesis of research on women’s political power around the world. The fifth edition includes the
latest information available on women in politics around the world, including current events as they
have unfolded across the globe. The newest thinking in the field is presented, including on violence
against women in politics and intersectional approaches.
  francisco cantu political science: Retrofitting Leninism Dimitar Gueorguiev, 2021-10-14
Retrofitting Leninism explains how modern Leninist regimes elicit and process bottom-up
information from citizens in the service of top-down authoritarian control and public administration.
The book revolves around the modern Chinese Communist Party and its use of information
technology to augment legacy institutions for social and political control. While the empirical focus
of the book is on contemporary China, the analysis also builds on a historical and comparative
understanding of state and society relations under authoritarianism.
  francisco cantu political science: Improving, Bypassing or Overcoming Representation?
Jean-Benoit Pilet, Camille Bedock, Pierre-Etienne Vandamme, 2021-12-30
  francisco cantu political science: Campaigns and Voters in Developing Democracies
Noam Lupu, Virginia Oliveros, Luis Schiumerini, 2019-02-26 Voting behavior is informed by the
experience of advanced democracies, yet the electoral context in developing democracies is
significantly different. Civil society is often weak, poverty and inequality high, political parties
ephemeral and attachments to them weak, corruption rampant, and clientelism widespread. Voting
decisions in developing democracies follow similar logics to those in advanced democracies in that
voters base their choices on group affiliation, issue positions, valence considerations, and campaign
persuasion. Yet developing democracies differ in the weight citizens assign to these considerations.
Where few social identity groups are politically salient and partisan attachments are sparse, voters
may place more weight on issue voting. Where issues are largely absent from political discourse,
valence considerations and campaign effects play a larger role. Campaigns and Voters in Developing
Democracies develops a theoretical framework to specify why voter behavior differs across contexts.
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