fragments run ons comma splices practice
exercises answers

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers are essential components for
mastering proper sentence structure in English. Understanding these common grammatical errors
and practicing their correction enhances writing clarity and effectiveness. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to identifying fragments, run-on sentences, and comma splices, along with
detailed explanations and examples. Additionally, it offers targeted practice exercises with answers
to reinforce learning. Whether for students, educators, or professionals seeking to polish their
writing skills, this resource covers the necessary rules and strategies. By engaging with these
practice exercises and reviewing the answers, readers can develop confidence in spotting and
correcting these errors. The following sections will outline definitions, causes, correction
techniques, and practical exercises for fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

e Understanding Sentence Fragments
e Identifying and Correcting Run-On Sentences
e Comma Splices: Recognition and Repair

e Practice Exercises for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices

e Answer Key and Explanations

Understanding Sentence Fragments

Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that lack a main clause, making them grammatically
incorrect. They often occur when a dependent clause or phrase is presented as a complete sentence.
Fragments can confuse readers by failing to express a complete thought. Recognizing sentence
fragments is crucial for improving sentence clarity and coherence. Common causes include missing
subjects, verbs, or both, and improper punctuation separating clauses.

Definition and Causes of Fragments

A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not contain a subject and a verb or does not
express a complete thought. Fragments often arise from:

e Subordinate clauses left alone without an independent clause.
e Incomplete phrases mistakenly punctuated as sentences.

e Omission of essential sentence elements such as subjects or predicates.



Examples of Sentence Fragments

Examples illustrate the nature of fragments and why they are considered errors:

e Because I was late.
e Running down the street.

e After the meeting ended.

Each example lacks either a main verb or a complete thought, rendering the group of words a
fragment.

Correcting Sentence Fragments

To fix fragments, writers must ensure each sentence has a subject and a predicate and expresses a
complete idea. Strategies include:

e Attaching the fragment to a nearby sentence.
¢ Adding the missing subject or verb.

e Rewriting the fragment as a complete sentence.

Identifying and Correcting Run-On Sentences

Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly joined without
appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. These errors can confuse readers by merging separate
ideas incorrectly. Understanding how to detect and resolve run-ons is vital for clear, effective
writing.

What Are Run-On Sentences?

Run-on sentences combine independent clauses without proper connectors. There are two main
types:

e Fused sentences: Two independent clauses joined with no punctuation.

e Comma splices: Two independent clauses joined only by a comma, which is insufficient.



Examples of Run-On Sentences

Examples demonstrate common run-on mistakes:

e [ love to read I go to the library often.

¢ She enjoys painting, he prefers sculpture.

How to Correct Run-On Sentences

Several effective methods can repair run-ons:

e Separate the clauses into two sentences using a period.
e Use a semicolon to connect closely related clauses.
e Insert a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) with a comma.

e Employ a subordinating conjunction to form a complex sentence.

Comma Splices: Recognition and Repair

Comma splices are a specific type of run-on sentence where two independent clauses are joined only
by a comma. This punctuation mistake is common but easily corrected with appropriate techniques
to ensure sentence correctness and fluidity.

Understanding Comma Splices

A comma splice happens when a comma is used between two independent clauses without a
coordinating conjunction. This error disrupts proper sentence structure and can confuse readers.

Examples of Comma Splices

Common comma splice examples include:

e He finished his homework, he went out to play.

e The weather is nice today, we should go for a hike.



Correcting Comma Splices

To fix comma splices, consider these strategies:

e Replace the comma with a period to create two sentences.
e Use a semicolon if the clauses are closely related.
e Add a coordinating conjunction after the comma.

e Convert one clause into a dependent clause using subordinating conjunctions.

Practice Exercises for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma
Splices

Practice exercises reinforce understanding of fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Below are
sentences requiring identification and correction of these errors. Attempt to rewrite each sentence
correctly.

—_

. Although she was tired.

2. He went to the store, he forgot to buy milk.

3. Walking through the park, the flowers were beautiful.
4. The dog barked loudly it woke up the neighbors.

5. She enjoys reading, and writing stories.

6. Because the movie was long, we left early.

7. I'love chocolate ice cream, vanilla is my favorite too.
8. Running late for class, the bus had already left.

9. He studied all night, he still failed the test.

10. The sun set behind the hills, the sky turned orange.

Answer Key and Explanations

This section provides corrected versions of the practice sentences along with explanations to clarify
the corrections.



1. Fragment: Although she was tired, she finished her homework.
Explanation: Added an independent clause to complete the thought.

2. Run-on sentence: He went to the store, but he forgot to buy milk.
Explanation: Inserted a coordinating conjunction with a comma.

3. Fragment: Walking through the park, I noticed the flowers were beautiful.
Explanation: Added a subject ("I") to complete the sentence.

4. Run-on sentence: The dog barked loudly; it woke up the neighbors.
Explanation: Used a semicolon to separate independent clauses.

5. Correct sentence: She enjoys reading and writing stories.
Explanation: Removed unnecessary comma between compound verbs.

6. Correct complex sentence: Because the movie was long, we left early.
Explanation: Sentence is already correct.

7. Comma splice: I love chocolate ice cream; vanilla is my favorite too.
Explanation: Replaced comma with semicolon.

8. Fragment: Running late for class, I saw that the bus had already left.
Explanation: Added subject and verb to complete the sentence.

9. Run-on sentence: He studied all night, yet he still failed the test.
Explanation: Added coordinating conjunction with comma.

10. Run-on sentence: The sun set behind the hills, and the sky turned orange.
Explanation: Inserted coordinating conjunction with comma.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fragment in sentence structure?

A fragment is an incomplete sentence that lacks a subject, a verb, or a complete thought, making it
unable to stand alone as a sentence.

How can I identify a run-on sentence?

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, making the sentence confusing or grammatically incorrect.

What is a comma splice and why is it incorrect?

A comma splice happens when two independent clauses are joined only by a comma without a



coordinating conjunction, which is incorrect because it creates a run-on sentence.

Can you provide an example of a fragment and how to fix it?

Example: 'Because I was late.' (fragment) Fixed: 'I was late because I missed the bus.' Adding the
missing clause completes the sentence.

What are effective strategies to correct run-on sentences?

To fix run-on sentences, you can separate the clauses into two sentences, use a semicolon, or add
coordinating conjunctions with a comma.

How do comma splice practice exercises help improve writing?

Comma splice practice exercises help writers recognize incorrect comma usage between
independent clauses and learn proper ways to join sentences for clarity and correctness.

Where can I find practice exercises with answers for
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices?

Educational websites like Purdue OWL, Khan Academy, and grammar workbooks often provide
practice exercises with answers for fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

What is a quick tip to avoid comma splices when writing?

A quick tip is to remember that a comma alone cannot join two independent clauses; use a
coordinating conjunction, semicolon, or separate into two sentences.

Why is it important to correct sentence fragments and run-ons
in writing?

Correcting sentence fragments and run-ons is important because they improve sentence clarity,
readability, and overall professionalism in writing.

Can online quizzes help with practice on fragments, run-ons,
and comma splices?

Yes, online quizzes provide interactive practice and immediate feedback, which can help learners
effectively understand and correct fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices: Practice Exercises with Answers

This comprehensive workbook offers targeted exercises designed to help learners identify and
correct sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and comma splices. Each section provides clear
explanations followed by practice activities, making it ideal for self-study or classroom use. Detailed



answer keys enable immediate feedback and reinforce learning.

2. Grammar Fix-It: Exercises and Answers on Sentence Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices

A practical guide aimed at writers and students seeking to improve sentence clarity and correctness.
The book includes numerous exercises that focus exclusively on fixing common sentence errors like
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Answers are provided to ensure users can check their
understanding and progress.

3. Sentence Structure Repair: Practice Workbook for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices
Designed for intermediate learners, this workbook offers a step-by-step approach to identifying and
correcting problematic sentence constructions. It includes a variety of practice exercises with
answers that help solidify grammar skills related to sentence fragments, run-ons, and comma
splices. The explanations are straightforward and accessible.

4. Clear Writing Essentials: Correcting Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices with Practice and
Answers

This resource focuses on helping writers produce clear, grammatically correct sentences by
addressing common errors such as fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. The book provides
explanations, exercises, and answer keys to support independent learning and improve writing
confidence. It is suitable for high school and college students.

5. From Fragments to Fluency: Practice Exercises and Answers for Run-Ons and Comma Splices
Aimed at developing fluent writing skills, this book offers extensive practice on sentence fragments,
run-on sentences, and comma splices. Each chapter includes diagnostic tests, guided practice, and
answer keys. The engaging exercises help learners gain a deeper understanding of sentence
structure.

6. Fix Your Sentences: A Practice Guide for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices with Answers
This guide is perfect for anyone looking to refine their sentence-writing abilities by tackling common
grammar pitfalls. The book features focused exercises on fragments, run-ons, and comma splices,
accompanied by comprehensive answer explanations. It’s a useful tool for tutors, teachers, and self-
learners.

7. Grammar Repair Toolkit: Exercises and Answers on Sentence Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma
Splices

A well-organized resource that provides clear instruction and practice for repairing sentence
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Each exercise is paired with an answer key to facilitate self-
correction and reinforce understanding. The toolkit is designed for both classroom and individual
use.

8. Sentence Correction Made Easy: Practice Exercises with Answers on Fragments, Run-Ons, and
Comma Splices

This book breaks down the complexities of sentence correction into manageable lessons with
practical exercises. It focuses on the most common sentence errors—fragments, run-ons, and comma
splices—and provides detailed answer keys. Ideal for ESL learners and writers aiming to improve
their grammar.

9. Write Right: Practice and Answers for Fixing Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices

Offering a hands-on approach to mastering sentence structure, this workbook includes a variety of
exercises targeting fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. The answer sections allow learners to
track their progress and understand their mistakes. It is suitable for students, educators, and anyone



wanting to improve writing clarity.
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Online Sandra Rush, Julie O'Connell, 2019-04-15 REA's Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators
Test Prep with Online Practice Tests (2nd ed.) Gets You Certified and in the Classroom! Unlike so
many of the books on the market, this REA volume ... is 100% up-to-date. This book is well-informed
about all the changes that have been made to the Praxis exam..., and it discusses all the question
formats that you will see on your Praxis exam. —Mike McGarry, Test Prep Instructor, Magoosh Read
the full Magoosh review. The Praxis Core tests are used to gauge the skills and content knowledge of
candidates entering teacher preparation programs and are used for initial teacher certification in
more than 30 states and U.S. territories, as well as the U.S. Department of Defense Education
Activity. REA's Praxis: Core Academic Skills for Educators - Reading (5712), Writing (5722), and
Mathematics (5732) test prep helps you master the information on this exam, bringing you one step
closer to being certified to teach. It's perfect for college students, out-of-state teachers, and
career-changing professionals. Completely aligned with the Common Core State Standards and
written by seasoned test-prep experts, our study package contains in-depth reviews of all the
reading, writing, and mathematics content tested on the Praxis Core exam. A diagnostic test for each
exam is offered online to help pinpoint your strengths and weaknesses. This test prep package
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book and online) that cover every type of question, subject area, and skill tested on the exams. Are
you a career changer or just need more brush-up on your math? Try our 4 math mini-tests. The
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easily see where you need to focus your study. This complete test prep package comes with a handy
study schedule, self-evaluation grid, as well as REA's proven test-taking tips and strategies. Go with
the test guide that the test prep pros at Magoosh say provides high-quality instruction in all three
subject areas. This test prep is a must-have for teacher candidates across the United States who
want an extra edge on the Praxis Core tests!
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and written English. The series places special emphasis on grammar for writing. CEF: B2-C1.
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fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep Plus
2022-2023: Includes 2 Full Length Practice Tests, 1000+ Practice Questions, and 60 Online
Videos Caren Van Slyke, 2025-03-25 Rated Best of the Best in GED Prep Books by BestReviews With
realistic practice, proven strategies, and expert guidance, Kaplan's GED Test Prep Plus 2022-2023
(English edition, US exam) gives you everything you need to pass the test - including 60 online
videos to provide expert guidance. Kaplan is the official partner for live online prep for the GED test,
and our GED study guide is 100% aligned with the GED test objectives. Kaplan’s GED Prep Plus
2022-2023 covers all subjects and is designed for self-study so you can prep at your own pace, on
your own schedule. We’'re so confident that GED Test Prep Plus 2022-2023 offers the guidance you
need that we guarantee it: After studying with our book, you'll pass the GED—or you'll get your
money back. The Best Practice More than 1,000 practice questions Two full-length practice tests:
one in the book and one online with feedback 60 online videos with expert instruction, explanations,
and strategies A diagnostic pretest to help you set up a personalized study plan Essential skills,
lesson plans, reviews for all GED subjects: Reasoning through Language Arts, Mathematical
Reasoning, Science, and Social Studies Effective strategies for writing the RLA extended response
Clear instructions on using the Texas Instruments TI-30XS MultiView calculator Expert Guidance
Our GED prep books and practice questions are written by teachers who know students—every
explanation is written to help you learn. We know the test: The Kaplan team has put tens of
thousands of hours into studying the GED—we use real data to design the most effective strategies
and study plans. We invented test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for
80 years, and our proven strategies have helped legions of students achieve their dreams with our
best-selling test prep books.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Grammar and Beyond Level
4 Teacher Support Resource Book with CD-ROM Paul Carne, Jenni Currie Santamaria, John Sparks,
2012-09-10 Grammar and Beyond is a four-level North American grammar course informed by a
collection of over one billion words of authentic language, ensuring that students learn grammar the
way it is used in real spoken and written English. The series places special emphasis on grammar for
writing. CEF: B2-Cl1.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep Plus 2020
Caren Van Slyke, 2019-12-03 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GED Test Prep
Plus 2021, ISBN 9781506266251, on sale December 01, 2020. Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to
any online entitles included with the product.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Answer Key Lester Faigley,
2004-04

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Grammar by Diagram -
Third Edition Cindy L. Vitto, 2022-02-03 Grammar by Diagram is a book designed for anyone who
wishes to improve grammatical understanding and skill. Using traditional sentence diagraming as a
visual tool, the book explains how to expand ten basic patterns for simple sentences into compound,
complex, and compound-complex sentences, and how to employ verbals (infinitives, gerunds, and
participles), other specialized structures, and even punctuation for additional versatility. The third
edition includes more exercises at the foundational level and more focus on how to arrange and
combine sentences for maximum effect. It also includes a new initial CHAPTER on “preliminaries” to
define a few basic but overarching concepts, a separate CHAPTER on pronouns, and a CHAPTER
devoted to the connection between understanding grammar and writing effective sentences.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep 2024-2025
Kaplan Publishing, 2023 An official online-prep guide to the GED Test provides more than 1,000
practice questions, essential reviews of all GED subjects, strategies for writing the RLA extended
response and two full-length practice tests.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep 2019




Caren Van Slyke, 2018-12-04 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GED Test Prep
2020a€<, ISBN 9781506258652, on sale December 3, 2019. Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to
any online entitles included with the product.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep Plus 2019
Caren Van Slyke, 2018-12-04 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GED Test Prep
Plus 2020&€«<, ISBN 9781506258669, on sale December 3, 2019. Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or
access to any online entitles included with the product.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep 2020
Caren Van Slyke, 2019-12-03 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GED Test Prep
2021, ISBN 9781506266213, on sale December 01, 2020. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from
third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any
online entitles included with the product.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: CliffsNotes Praxis II:
ParaPro (0755 and 1755) Vi Cain Alexander, Ennis Donice McCune, Sandra Luna McCune,
2009-07-23 Praxis II®: ParaPro (0755 and 1755) Test Prep Proven test-taking strategies Focused
reviews and exercises 2 model practice tests From the experts at CliffsNotes Sandra Luna
McCune,Vi Cain Alexander, and E. Donice McCune Cliffsnotes Your guide to a higher score on Praxis
[I®: ParaPro (0755 and 1755) Why CliffsNotes? Go with the name you trust Get the information you
need-fast! About the Contents: Introduction How to use this book Overview of the exam Proven
study strategies and test-taking tips FAQs Part I: Skills and Knowledge Reviews Reading
Mathematics Writing Part II: Two Full-Length Practice Exams Each practice exam includes the same
number of multiple-choice questions as the actual exam Complete with answers and explanations for
all questions

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep 2022-2023
Caren Van Slyke, 2022-02-01 With realistic practice, proven strategies, and expert guidance,
Kaplan's GED Test Prep 2022-2023 (English edition, US exam) gives you everything you need to
pass the test. Kaplan is the official partner for online prep for the GED test, and our content is 100%
aligned with the GED test objectives. Kaplan’s GED Test Prep 2022-2023 is designed to be your
one-stop self-study guide so you can prep at your own pace, on your own schedule. We’'re so
confident that GED Test Prep 2022-2023 offers the guidance you need that we guarantee it: After
studying with our book, you'll pass the GED—or you'll get your money back. The Best Practice More
than 1,000 practice questions Two full-length practice tests: one in the book and one online with
feedback A diagnostic pretest to help you set up a personalized study plan Essential skills and
review for all GED subjects: Reasoning through Language Arts, Mathematical Reasoning, Science,
and Social Studies Effective strategies for writing the RLA extended response Clear instructions on
using the Texas Instruments TI-30XS MultiView calculator Expert Guidance Our books and practice
questions are written by teachers who know students—every explanation is written to help you
learn. We know the test: The Kaplan team has put tens of thousands of hours into studying the
GED—we use real data to design the most effective strategies and study plans. We invented test
prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven strategies
have helped legions of students achieve their dreams. Want more expert guidance in 60 online
videos? Try GED Test Prep Plus 2022-2023.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Writing and Grammar:
Communication in Action Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2003-05

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Analytical Writing and
Thinking Instructor's Manual Myra ]J. Linden, Arthur Whimbey, 2013-11-19 First Published in
1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep Plus
2024-2025: Includes a Diagnostic Pretest, 2 Full Length Practice Tests, 1000+ Practice Questions,




and 60+ Online Videos Caren Van Slyke, 2023-12-05 With realistic practice, proven strategies, and
expert guidance, Kaplan's GED Test Prep Plus 2024-2025 (English edition, US exam) gives you
everything you need to pass the test - including 60+ online videos to provide expert guidance.
Kaplan is the official partner for live online prep for the GED test, and our GED study guide is 100%
aligned with the GED test objectives. Kaplan's GED Prep Plus 2024-2025 covers all subjects and is
designed for self-study so you can prep at your own pace, on your own schedule.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: GED Test Prep Plus 2021
Caren Van Slyke, 2020-12 Tap into the online resources that come with it, including: Practice test.
Familiarize yourself with taking the GED® Test on the computer. Performance summary. Pinpoint
your strengths and weaknesses to help with your study planning. Videos, Learn from Kaplan
teachers as they explain many of the important concepts that show up on the test. Step 1: Go to
kaptest.com/moreonline to unlock all these resources. Step 2: Study anytime, anywhere on your
computer, tablet, or phone. Sign in to kaptest.com/login using the same account you used to register
your book. Book jacket.

fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers: Steps in Composition
Lynn Quitman Troyka, Jerrold Nudelman, 1986 This time-honored, comprehensive program for basic
writers features a unique instructional format that combines the fundamentals of grammar,
mechanics, rhetoric, vocabulary, and spelling, with contemporary topics of interest and participatory
exercises that require users to get fully involved by creating, changing, rewriting, or correcting.
Flexible in format, the chapters can be used in whatever sequence suits the individual. Vocabulary
Building section consists of words clustered around the major topic of the chapter and a variety of
exercises to help readers use these words comfortably and correctly. Presents Spelling Lessons that
help readers to master useful spelling rules and patterns. Features a special Grammar and Rhetoric
Skills section which presents important grammatical or rhetorical steps to writing successful
compositions in small easy-to-understand steps . Uses Keypoint Checklist reference charts
throughout to help users find the most important points as they write, revise, and edit writing
pieces. Includes a new section on Verb Tense Consistency that provides clear explanations and many
opportunities to practice the skill. Expands the section on The Essay to include more information
and several essays that illustrate Explaining a Process, Constructing a Definition, and Arguing an
Opinion
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