
fragments run ons comma splices practice
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fragments run ons comma splices practice exercises answers are essential components for
mastering proper sentence structure in English. Understanding these common grammatical errors
and practicing their correction enhances writing clarity and effectiveness. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to identifying fragments, run-on sentences, and comma splices, along with
detailed explanations and examples. Additionally, it offers targeted practice exercises with answers
to reinforce learning. Whether for students, educators, or professionals seeking to polish their
writing skills, this resource covers the necessary rules and strategies. By engaging with these
practice exercises and reviewing the answers, readers can develop confidence in spotting and
correcting these errors. The following sections will outline definitions, causes, correction
techniques, and practical exercises for fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

Understanding Sentence Fragments

Identifying and Correcting Run-On Sentences

Comma Splices: Recognition and Repair

Practice Exercises for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices

Answer Key and Explanations

Understanding Sentence Fragments
Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that lack a main clause, making them grammatically
incorrect. They often occur when a dependent clause or phrase is presented as a complete sentence.
Fragments can confuse readers by failing to express a complete thought. Recognizing sentence
fragments is crucial for improving sentence clarity and coherence. Common causes include missing
subjects, verbs, or both, and improper punctuation separating clauses.

Definition and Causes of Fragments
A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not contain a subject and a verb or does not
express a complete thought. Fragments often arise from:

Subordinate clauses left alone without an independent clause.

Incomplete phrases mistakenly punctuated as sentences.

Omission of essential sentence elements such as subjects or predicates.



Examples of Sentence Fragments
Examples illustrate the nature of fragments and why they are considered errors:

Because I was late.

Running down the street.

After the meeting ended.

Each example lacks either a main verb or a complete thought, rendering the group of words a
fragment.

Correcting Sentence Fragments
To fix fragments, writers must ensure each sentence has a subject and a predicate and expresses a
complete idea. Strategies include:

Attaching the fragment to a nearby sentence.

Adding the missing subject or verb.

Rewriting the fragment as a complete sentence.

Identifying and Correcting Run-On Sentences
Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly joined without
appropriate punctuation or conjunctions. These errors can confuse readers by merging separate
ideas incorrectly. Understanding how to detect and resolve run-ons is vital for clear, effective
writing.

What Are Run-On Sentences?
Run-on sentences combine independent clauses without proper connectors. There are two main
types:

Fused sentences: Two independent clauses joined with no punctuation.

Comma splices: Two independent clauses joined only by a comma, which is insufficient.



Examples of Run-On Sentences
Examples demonstrate common run-on mistakes:

I love to read I go to the library often.

She enjoys painting, he prefers sculpture.

How to Correct Run-On Sentences
Several effective methods can repair run-ons:

Separate the clauses into two sentences using a period.

Use a semicolon to connect closely related clauses.

Insert a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) with a comma.

Employ a subordinating conjunction to form a complex sentence.

Comma Splices: Recognition and Repair
Comma splices are a specific type of run-on sentence where two independent clauses are joined only
by a comma. This punctuation mistake is common but easily corrected with appropriate techniques
to ensure sentence correctness and fluidity.

Understanding Comma Splices
A comma splice happens when a comma is used between two independent clauses without a
coordinating conjunction. This error disrupts proper sentence structure and can confuse readers.

Examples of Comma Splices
Common comma splice examples include:

He finished his homework, he went out to play.

The weather is nice today, we should go for a hike.



Correcting Comma Splices
To fix comma splices, consider these strategies:

Replace the comma with a period to create two sentences.

Use a semicolon if the clauses are closely related.

Add a coordinating conjunction after the comma.

Convert one clause into a dependent clause using subordinating conjunctions.

Practice Exercises for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma
Splices
Practice exercises reinforce understanding of fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Below are
sentences requiring identification and correction of these errors. Attempt to rewrite each sentence
correctly.

Although she was tired.1.

He went to the store, he forgot to buy milk.2.

Walking through the park, the flowers were beautiful.3.

The dog barked loudly it woke up the neighbors.4.

She enjoys reading, and writing stories.5.

Because the movie was long, we left early.6.

I love chocolate ice cream, vanilla is my favorite too.7.

Running late for class, the bus had already left.8.

He studied all night, he still failed the test.9.

The sun set behind the hills, the sky turned orange.10.

Answer Key and Explanations
This section provides corrected versions of the practice sentences along with explanations to clarify
the corrections.



Fragment: Although she was tired, she finished her homework.1.
Explanation: Added an independent clause to complete the thought.

Run-on sentence: He went to the store, but he forgot to buy milk.2.
Explanation: Inserted a coordinating conjunction with a comma.

Fragment: Walking through the park, I noticed the flowers were beautiful.3.
Explanation: Added a subject ("I") to complete the sentence.

Run-on sentence: The dog barked loudly; it woke up the neighbors.4.
Explanation: Used a semicolon to separate independent clauses.

Correct sentence: She enjoys reading and writing stories.5.
Explanation: Removed unnecessary comma between compound verbs.

Correct complex sentence: Because the movie was long, we left early.6.
Explanation: Sentence is already correct.

Comma splice: I love chocolate ice cream; vanilla is my favorite too.7.
Explanation: Replaced comma with semicolon.

Fragment: Running late for class, I saw that the bus had already left.8.
Explanation: Added subject and verb to complete the sentence.

Run-on sentence: He studied all night, yet he still failed the test.9.
Explanation: Added coordinating conjunction with comma.

Run-on sentence: The sun set behind the hills, and the sky turned orange.10.
Explanation: Inserted coordinating conjunction with comma.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a fragment in sentence structure?
A fragment is an incomplete sentence that lacks a subject, a verb, or a complete thought, making it
unable to stand alone as a sentence.

How can I identify a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, making the sentence confusing or grammatically incorrect.

What is a comma splice and why is it incorrect?
A comma splice happens when two independent clauses are joined only by a comma without a



coordinating conjunction, which is incorrect because it creates a run-on sentence.

Can you provide an example of a fragment and how to fix it?
Example: 'Because I was late.' (fragment) Fixed: 'I was late because I missed the bus.' Adding the
missing clause completes the sentence.

What are effective strategies to correct run-on sentences?
To fix run-on sentences, you can separate the clauses into two sentences, use a semicolon, or add
coordinating conjunctions with a comma.

How do comma splice practice exercises help improve writing?
Comma splice practice exercises help writers recognize incorrect comma usage between
independent clauses and learn proper ways to join sentences for clarity and correctness.

Where can I find practice exercises with answers for
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices?
Educational websites like Purdue OWL, Khan Academy, and grammar workbooks often provide
practice exercises with answers for fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

What is a quick tip to avoid comma splices when writing?
A quick tip is to remember that a comma alone cannot join two independent clauses; use a
coordinating conjunction, semicolon, or separate into two sentences.

Why is it important to correct sentence fragments and run-ons
in writing?
Correcting sentence fragments and run-ons is important because they improve sentence clarity,
readability, and overall professionalism in writing.

Can online quizzes help with practice on fragments, run-ons,
and comma splices?
Yes, online quizzes provide interactive practice and immediate feedback, which can help learners
effectively understand and correct fragments, run-ons, and comma splices.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices: Practice Exercises with Answers
This comprehensive workbook offers targeted exercises designed to help learners identify and
correct sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and comma splices. Each section provides clear
explanations followed by practice activities, making it ideal for self-study or classroom use. Detailed



answer keys enable immediate feedback and reinforce learning.

2. Grammar Fix-It: Exercises and Answers on Sentence Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices
A practical guide aimed at writers and students seeking to improve sentence clarity and correctness.
The book includes numerous exercises that focus exclusively on fixing common sentence errors like
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Answers are provided to ensure users can check their
understanding and progress.

3. Sentence Structure Repair: Practice Workbook for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices
Designed for intermediate learners, this workbook offers a step-by-step approach to identifying and
correcting problematic sentence constructions. It includes a variety of practice exercises with
answers that help solidify grammar skills related to sentence fragments, run-ons, and comma
splices. The explanations are straightforward and accessible.

4. Clear Writing Essentials: Correcting Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices with Practice and
Answers
This resource focuses on helping writers produce clear, grammatically correct sentences by
addressing common errors such as fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. The book provides
explanations, exercises, and answer keys to support independent learning and improve writing
confidence. It is suitable for high school and college students.

5. From Fragments to Fluency: Practice Exercises and Answers for Run-Ons and Comma Splices
Aimed at developing fluent writing skills, this book offers extensive practice on sentence fragments,
run-on sentences, and comma splices. Each chapter includes diagnostic tests, guided practice, and
answer keys. The engaging exercises help learners gain a deeper understanding of sentence
structure.

6. Fix Your Sentences: A Practice Guide for Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices with Answers
This guide is perfect for anyone looking to refine their sentence-writing abilities by tackling common
grammar pitfalls. The book features focused exercises on fragments, run-ons, and comma splices,
accompanied by comprehensive answer explanations. It’s a useful tool for tutors, teachers, and self-
learners.

7. Grammar Repair Toolkit: Exercises and Answers on Sentence Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma
Splices
A well-organized resource that provides clear instruction and practice for repairing sentence
fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. Each exercise is paired with an answer key to facilitate self-
correction and reinforce understanding. The toolkit is designed for both classroom and individual
use.

8. Sentence Correction Made Easy: Practice Exercises with Answers on Fragments, Run-Ons, and
Comma Splices
This book breaks down the complexities of sentence correction into manageable lessons with
practical exercises. It focuses on the most common sentence errors—fragments, run-ons, and comma
splices—and provides detailed answer keys. Ideal for ESL learners and writers aiming to improve
their grammar.

9. Write Right: Practice and Answers for Fixing Fragments, Run-Ons, and Comma Splices
Offering a hands-on approach to mastering sentence structure, this workbook includes a variety of
exercises targeting fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. The answer sections allow learners to
track their progress and understand their mistakes. It is suitable for students, educators, and anyone



wanting to improve writing clarity.

Fragments Run Ons Comma Splices Practice Exercises
Answers
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一块绝妙 Pizza 的标准是什么？ - 知乎 在加利福尼亚的马丁内斯，我采访了当地一个做pizza极棒的师傅Merton。那是在一个中午，他们店的生意极好，我在他们店里吃了一
份，惊为天人。然后我问Merton，一个绝妙的pizza应该怎
必胜客哪种pizza好吃？ - 知乎 必胜客最经典的一款:超级至尊比萨（有些比萨可能上架一段时间，就下架了，这款一直都有。） 最有特点的:榴莲多多披萨（榴莲披萨分为两种，一种是泰
国铁枕头榴莲肉做的，一种是马来西
为什么十二寸的pizza两个人可以吃完刚好，而六寸的pizza两份就   所谓几寸的披萨是指直径为几英寸的圆形披萨。 12英寸为30.48厘米，一张12寸披萨面积约
为2917.15平方厘米。 6英寸为15.24厘米，一张6寸披萨面积约为729.28平方厘米，两
一片比萨中含有多少卡路里？ - 知乎 好吧一张9寸pizza约2400千卡，1/6就算400千卡，提供热量约1674千焦，约占60kg成年人每日所需能量的20%。 想减重别碰



这个，对体重没有要求可以放开吃。
为什么国内的pizza普遍比美国的好吃？ - 知乎 我在国内吃过两次所谓的“美式pizza”，大多数是学学样子的残次品，好处就是价格尚可接受。 唯一一次吃的和真正的美式pizza
一样吃起来很爽的是在上海，一张12寸的pizza要了288块钱，四男
word文字底色怎么删除？ - 知乎 Word文档文档底色如何取消？ 别人发的word文档打开之后可能会发现文字内容带有底色，如何取消底色？今天给大家分享几种方法。 方法一：
选中带有底色的段落，点击底纹功能键进行取消
如何制作披萨的面饼？ - 知乎 请问如何做好披萨的面皮1 条评论 做披萨其实很简单，按照下面的步骤做就可以。 一块标准的披萨首先是顶料诱人，饼边酥脆，内部松软，吃口有嚼劲。 下面
我就公开一个pizza hut的披萨配方
我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前流行的称呼 我发现到，似乎近年人们常把pizza称为披萨，但十年前流行的称呼是比萨，是这样吗？ ? 另外，你习惯哪种叫法呢？
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最近看到有人说，List<Integer> 是卡车装钉子，编程界之耻，如何 Pizza 的泛型设计和函数式编程非常具有历史前瞻性。 然而 Java 的核心开发组在当时似乎并不想把
函数式编程引入到 Java 中。 以至于 Java 在 1.4 之前仍然是不支持泛型的。 但是到了1.5版
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