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free ap world history study guide resources are essential tools for students preparing for the AP World
History exam. This comprehensive article provides an in-depth overview of how to effectively use a free
AP World History study guide to master key concepts, themes, and historical periods. It includes detailed
strategies for organizing study sessions, focusing on exam content, and utilizing supplementary materials
such as practice tests and flashcards. Whether students are beginning their review or refining their
knowledge, understanding the structure and content of the AP World History curriculum is crucial. This
guide covers essential topics including periodization, major civilizations, thematic learning objectives, and
test-taking techniques. By following this structured approach, students can enhance retention and boost
confidence ahead of the exam. The following sections will break down the elements of an ideal study guide
and offer practical tips for exam success.

Understanding the AP World History Exam Structure

Key Historical Periods and Themes to Focus On

Effective Study Strategies Using a Free AP World History Study Guide

Utilizing Practice Tests and Review Materials

Additional Resources for Comprehensive Exam Preparation

Understanding the AP World History Exam Structure
The AP World History exam evaluates students' knowledge of global historical developments from
approximately 1200 CE to the present. It is designed to test analytical skills and historical thinking through
various question formats. Familiarity with the exam structure is fundamental for effective preparation
with a free AP World History study guide.

Exam Format and Sections
The exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice and free-response questions. The multiple-choice
section assesses factual knowledge and the ability to interpret historical data. The free-response section
requires essay writing that demonstrates critical analysis and synthesis of historical information.



Scoring and Time Allocation
Students have 55 minutes to complete the multiple-choice section and 1 hour and 40 minutes for the free-
response section. Understanding the timing and point distribution can help in pacing during the exam and
identifying which study areas require more focus.

Key Historical Periods and Themes to Focus On
A comprehensive free AP World History study guide covers the major historical periods and thematic
learning objectives outlined by the College Board. This ensures students are prepared for the range of
content and analytical tasks on the exam.

Major Historical Periods
The exam is organized around six key periods, each with distinct historical developments:

Period 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations (to c. 600 BCE)

Period 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies (c. 600 BCE to c. 600 CE)

Period 3: Regional and Interregional Interactions (c. 600 CE to c. 1450)

Period 4: Global Interactions (c. 1450 to c. 1750)

Period 5: Industrialization and Global Integration (c. 1750 to c. 1900)

Period 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments (c. 1900 to Present)

Thematic Learning Objectives
In addition to chronological periods, the AP World History course is structured around themes such as
interaction between humans and the environment, development of social structures, and cultural
developments. A study guide that emphasizes these themes helps students draw connections across time
and geography.



Effective Study Strategies Using a Free AP World History Study
Guide
Strategic study methods maximize the benefits of using a free AP World History study guide. Organizing
content review and incorporating active learning techniques enhance comprehension and retention.

Creating a Study Schedule
Developing a consistent study schedule allows for thorough coverage of all periods and themes. Allocating
specific time blocks for reading, note-taking, and review can reduce last-minute cramming and improve
long-term memory.

Note-Taking and Summarization
Effective note-taking involves summarizing key points from each historical period and theme. Using
outlines, charts, or concept maps can help visualize relationships among events and processes.

Engaging with Primary and Secondary Sources
Many free study guides include excerpts from primary documents and analyses from historians. Engaging
with these sources cultivates critical thinking skills and deepens understanding of historical context.

Utilizing Practice Tests and Review Materials
Practice exams and review exercises are vital components of a free AP World History study guide. They
provide opportunities to apply knowledge and simulate the exam experience.

Importance of Timed Practice Tests
Timed practice tests help students become familiar with question types and improve time management.
Reviewing incorrect answers reveals areas that need further study.

Reviewing Multiple-Choice and Free-Response Questions
Analyzing multiple-choice questions sharpens factual recall and interpretation skills. Writing practice essays
enhances the ability to construct coherent historical arguments and use evidence effectively.



Flashcards and Quizzes
Using flashcards for key terms, dates, and concepts supports active recall. Quizzes embedded in study guides
reinforce learning and track progress over time.

Additional Resources for Comprehensive Exam Preparation
Beyond a free AP World History study guide, supplementary materials can provide diverse perspectives
and deepen subject mastery.

Online Educational Platforms
Numerous free online platforms offer video lectures, interactive timelines, and practice questions tailored to
AP World History. These resources complement written study guides and cater to different learning
styles.

Study Groups and Tutoring
Collaborative study sessions encourage discussion and clarification of complex topics. Professional tutoring
can address individual weaknesses and provide personalized feedback.

Official College Board Materials
The College Board provides sample questions and scoring guidelines which are invaluable for
understanding exam expectations. Incorporating these materials alongside a free AP World History study
guide ensures alignment with official standards.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a free AP World History study guide online?
You can find free AP World History study guides on websites like Khan Academy, AP Classroom, and
Quizlet, which offer comprehensive resources and practice materials.

What topics are covered in a free AP World History study guide?
A free AP World History study guide typically covers major themes such as the development of



civilizations, trade networks, cultural interactions, political structures, and significant historical events from
1200 CE to the present.

Are free AP World History study guides reliable for exam preparation?
Yes, many free AP World History study guides are reliable if sourced from reputable educational platforms
like College Board or Khan Academy, but it's important to cross-reference information for accuracy.

How can I use a free AP World History study guide effectively?
To use a free AP World History study guide effectively, create a study schedule, focus on understanding
key concepts and themes, take notes, and practice with sample questions and past exam papers.

Does Khan Academy offer a free AP World History study guide?
Yes, Khan Academy offers a free and detailed AP World History study guide that includes video lessons,
practice exercises, and review materials aligned with the AP curriculum.

Can I download a free AP World History study guide in PDF format?
Many websites offer free downloadable PDF versions of AP World History study guides, such as Course
Hero and Study.com, but always ensure the source is trustworthy before downloading.

What are the best free apps for AP World History study guides?
Some of the best free apps for AP World History study guides include Quizlet, Khan Academy, and AP
Exam Prep, which provide flashcards, practice tests, and video lessons.

How do free AP World History study guides help with essay writing?
Free AP World History study guides often include tips on writing DBQ and long essays, sample outlines,
and practice prompts to help students develop strong essay-writing skills.

Are there free AP World History study guides tailored for different
exam formats?
Yes, some free study guides are tailored to various AP World History exam formats, including multiple-
choice, short answer, and essay questions, helping students prepare comprehensively.

Can I get free AP World History study guides from teachers or schools?
Many teachers and schools provide free AP World History study guides or recommend reputable online
resources, so it's beneficial to ask your instructor or check your school's learning platform.



Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP World History Exam
This comprehensive study guide offers detailed content review, practice questions, and test-taking
strategies specifically designed for the AP World History exam. It breaks down complex historical themes
and periods into manageable sections, making it easier for students to grasp key concepts. The book also
includes full-length practice tests to help students gauge their readiness and improve timing.

2. AP World History: Modern Prep Plus 2024
Designed for the updated AP World History: Modern curriculum, this guide provides thorough coverage
of all exam topics. It features review exercises, thematic essays, and multiple-choice questions that reflect
the exam’s format. Additionally, the book offers strategies to analyze primary sources and develop strong
historical arguments.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History
This study guide is structured around a five-step plan that guides students through preparing for the AP
World History exam with confidence. It includes focused content reviews, practice tests, and tips for
writing effective essays. The book’s clear layout helps students organize their study time efficiently.

4. AP World History Crash Course
Ideal for last-minute review, this concise guide summarizes essential facts and concepts needed for the AP
World History exam. It highlights major historical events, themes, and key vocabulary in an easy-to-digest
format. The book is perfect for quick refreshers and reinforcing core knowledge.

5. The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam
This detailed guide offers content review, practice problems, and test-taking techniques tailored for the
modern version of the AP World History exam. It emphasizes critical thinking and historical analysis skills,
essential for success. The book also includes online resources and practice quizzes.

6. AP World History Study Guide: Period 1 to Period 6
Covering the full scope of the AP World History curriculum, this guide breaks down the six historical
periods with clear summaries and timelines. It provides practice questions and thematic essays to help
students reinforce their understanding. The book is particularly useful for reviewing chronological
developments and global patterns.

7. AP World History: Modern Exam Secrets Study Guide
This guide focuses on strategies for mastering the AP World History: Modern exam, including test-taking
tips and detailed content reviews. It offers practice questions that simulate the exam experience and
explanations to clarify complex topics. The book is designed to boost student confidence and improve scores.

8. History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond
While not exclusively an AP World History guide, this textbook provides rich historical narratives and
engaging activities that align with early periods of world history. It helps students build a solid foundation



in medieval and early modern global history. The interactive approach supports deeper understanding and
retention.

9. AP World History Flashcards
These flashcards are a portable and effective tool for memorizing key dates, terms, and concepts essential for
the AP World History exam. They cover all major periods and themes, allowing students to review on the
go. The set encourages active recall, which is vital for long-term retention and exam success.
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  free ap world history study guide: AP Q&A World History Christina Giangrandi, 2020-07-21
Barron’s brand new AP Q&A World History features 600 questions and explanations covering all AP
World History concepts. Practice includes all exam question types so students can apply the skills
they learned in class, and answer explanations help students review and understand the content. AP
Q&A World History doesn’t just explain why an answer is correct—students will learn the rationale
behind why each other answer choice is incorrect, helping them understand the key concepts and
how to apply them on exam day. Practice questions and comprehensive explanations help students
review history from the foundations of civilization circa. 600 B.C.E. to world cultures of the
twenty-first century. AP Q&A World History is specifically created to help students hone critical
thinking skills and practice with all AP-style question types, such as multiple-choice, numeric
response, and short and long free-response questions. Looking for in-depth content review along
with realistic practice tests? Try Barron's AP World History with Online Tests for even more prep.
  free ap world history study guide: 550 AP World History Practice Questions The Princeton
Review, 2014-01-28 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get extra preparation for an
excellent AP World History score with 550 extra practice questions and answers. This eBook edition
has been optimized for digital reading with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations.
Practice makes perfect—and The Princeton Review’s 550 AP World History Practice Questions gives
you everything you need to work your way to the top. Inside, you’ll find tips and strategies for
tackling the AP World History Exam, tons of material to show you what to expect on the test, and all
the practice you need to get the score you want. Inside The Book: All the Practice and Strategies You
Need • 1 comprehensive practice test • Over 400 additional practice questions • Step-by-step
techniques for both multiple-choice and free-response questions • Practice drills for each tested era:
8000 BCE to 600 BCE; 600 BCE to 600 CE; 600 CE to 1450; 1450 to 1750; 1750 to 1900; and 1900
to the present • Answer keys and detailed explanations for each drill and test question • Engaging
guidance to help you critically assess your progress
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 2022
The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450956, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
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include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  free ap world history study guide: ASAP World History: A Quick-Review Study Guide for the
AP Exam The Princeton Review, 2018-02-06 LIKE CLASS NOTES—ONLY BETTER. The Princeton
Review's ASAP World History is designed to help you zero in on just the information you need to
know to successfully grapple with the AP test. Advanced Placement exams require students to have
a firm grasp of content—you can't bluff or even logic your way to a 5. Like a set of class notes
borrowed from the smartest student in your grade, this book gives you exactly that. No tricks or
crazy stratagems, no sample essays or practice sets: Just the facts, presented with lots of helpful
visuals. Inside ASAP World History, you'll find: • Essential concepts, people, events, dates, and ideas
for AP World History—all explained clearly & concisely • Lists, charts, tables, and maps for quick
visual reference • A three-pass icon system designed to help you prioritize learning what you MUST,
SHOULD, and COULD know in the time you have available • Ask Yourself questions to help identify
areas where you might need extra attention • A resource that's perfect for last-minute exam prep or
as a handy resource for daily class work Topics covered in ASAP World History include: • All six time
periods featured on the exam • Major ancient & classical civilizations, states, and empires •
Globalization & exploration • Imperialism & capitalism • Revolutions & the formation of nations •
20th-century developments such as World War I and II and Communism • Independence movements
in Asia & Africa ... and more! Looking for sample exams, practice questions, and test-taking
strategies? Check out our extended, in-depth prep guide, Cracking the AP World History Exam!
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 5th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-08-01 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the AP World History: Modern
Exam with this Premium version of The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide. Includes 6
full-length practice tests with complete explanations, plus thorough content reviews, targeted test
strategies, and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies to
help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential
tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Fully aligned
with the latest College Board standards for AP® World History • Detailed review of the
source-based multiple-choice questions and short-answer questions • Comprehensive guidance for
the document-based question and long essay • Access to study plans, lists of key terms and
concepts, helpful pre-college information, and more via your Online Student Tools Premium Practice
for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 2 online) with complete answer
explanations • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every content review chapter •
End-of-chapter drills to test your understanding of primary sources and how they relate to key ideas
in world history
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570790, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 2023
The Princeton Review, 2022-11-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517352, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep, 5th
Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 6th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517789, on-sale August 2024). Publisher's Note: Products



purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-02 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517338, on-sale August 2023).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020 Ace the AP World History: Modern Exam with
this Premium version of The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide. Includes 6 full-length
practice tests with complete explanations, plus thorough content reviews, targeted test strategies,
and access to online extras. --
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450949, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  free ap world history study guide: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2018 Edition
Princeton Review, 2017-10-31 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A PERFECT 5! Ace the
AP World History Exam with this comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests
with answer explanations, content reviews for every test topic, strategies for every question type,
and access to online extras via our AP Connect portal. This eBook edition has been optimized for
on-screen learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations. Written by the experts at
The Princeton Review, Cracking the AP World History Exam arms you to take on the test and
achieve your highest possible score. Techniques That Actually Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to
help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential
tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know to Help Achieve a High
Score. • Comprehensive content review for all test topics • Up-to-date information on the 2018 AP
World History Exam • Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress • Access to AP
Connect, our online portal for helpful pre-college information and exam updates Premium Practice to
Help Achieve Excellence. • 2 full-length practice tests with complete answer explanations • Key
terms lists, detailed maps, and helpful timelines of major developments • End-of-chapter drills that
mimic the exam and test your historical thinking skills and understanding of topics
  free ap world history study guide: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2017 Edition
Princeton Review (Firm), 2016-08 Provides a comprehensive review of all exam topics, test-taking
strategies, and two full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations.
  free ap world history study guide: Cracking the AP World History: Modern Exam, 2020
Edition The Princeton Review, 2019-11-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569718, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  free ap world history study guide: CliffsNotes AP World History Cram Plan James Zucker,
2017-12 This new edition of CliffsNotes AP World History Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan for
AP World History test-takers depending on how much time they have left before they take the May
exam.
  free ap world history study guide: Cracking the AP World History Exam, 2017 Edition



Princeton Review, 2016-10-18 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A PERFECT 5 ON THE NEW
2017 EXAM! Equip yourself to ace the NEW AP World History Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including thorough content reviews, targeted strategies for every
question type, access to our AP Connect portal online, and 2 full-length practice tests with complete
answer explanations. This eBook edition has been optimized for on-screen viewing with cross-linked
questions, answers, and explanations. The AP European History course and exam have changed!
Created to align with the new exam content, and written by the experts at The Princeton Review,
Cracking the AP World History Exam arms you to take on the test with: Techniques That Actually
Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself
and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need
to Know to Help Achieve a High Score. • Comprehensive content review for all test topics •
Up-to-date information on the new 2017 AP World History Exam, including in-depth looks at the
revised test sectionsm • Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress • Access to
AP Connect, our online portal for late-breaking news, exam updates, and more Practice Your Way to
Excellence. • 2 full-length practice tests with complete answer explanations • Lists of key terms,
people, places, and events at the end of each content chapter • Detailed maps and helpful timelines
of major developments in world history
  free ap world history study guide: ASAP World History: Modern, 2nd Edition: A Quick-Review
Study Guide for the AP Exam The Princeton Review, 2019-12-10 Looking for sample exams, practice
questions, and test-taking strategies? Check out our extended, in-depth prep guide, Cracking the AP
World History: Modern Exam! LIKE CLASS NOTES—ONLY BETTER. The Princeton Review's ASAP
World History: Modern is designed to help you zero in on just the information you need to know to
successfully grapple with the AP test. No questions, no drills: just review. Advanced Placement
exams require students to have a firm grasp of content—you can't bluff or even logic your way to a 5.
Like a set of class notes borrowed from the smartest student in your grade, this book gives you
exactly that. No tricks or crazy stratagems, no sample essays or practice sets: Just the facts,
presented with lots of helpful visuals. Inside ASAP World History: Modern, you'll find: • Essential
concepts, people, events, dates, and ideas for AP World History: Modern —all explained clearly &
concisely • Lists, charts, maps, and graphs for quick visual reference • A three-pass icon system
designed to help you prioritize learning what you MUST, SHOULD, and COULD know in the time
you have available • Ask Yourself questions to help identify areas where you might need extra
attention • A resource that's perfect for last-minute exam prep and for daily class work Topics
covered in ASAP World History: Modern include: • The Renaissance • Revolutions and the formation
of nations • 20th-century developments such as WWI, WWII, and communism • Independence
movements in Asia and Africa • ... and more!
  free ap world history study guide: AP World History Kirby Whitehead, 2012 The only study
guide to offer expert, customized study plans for every student's needs You've had a year to
study...but also a year to forget. As the AP test approaches, other guides reexamine the entire year
of material. But only one guide identifies your strengths and weaknesses, then points you directly to
the review you need most. My Max Score, a new concept developed by AP teachers and exam
graders, offers separate review materials for long-term prep and last-minute cram sessions--no
matter when you start studying, This is just what you need--plus strategies, sample essays, and
full-length practice tests to bring out your best on test day.
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 6th Edition The Princeton Review, 2024-11-26 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5! Ace the new Digital AP World History: Modern Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including 6 practice tests with answer explanations, timed online
practice, and thorough content reviews. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies
to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential
tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Updated to
address the new digital exam • Comprehensive content review for all test topics • Detailed



strategies for acing all question types, from multiple-choice to document-based and short answer •
Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via your online Student
Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 2 online) with
detailed answer explanations • Online tests provided as both digital versions (with timer option to
simulate exam experience) online, and as downloadable PDFs (with interactive elements mimicking
the exam interface) • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every review chapter, plus
end-of-chapter drills throughout
  free ap world history study guide: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Premium
Prep, 7th Edition The Princeton Review, 2025-08-05 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT
5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the newly-digital AP World History: Modern
Exam with this comprehensive study guide. Includes 6 practice tests with answer explanations,
timed online practice, and thorough content review. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
• Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score •
Updated to address the new digital exam • Comprehensive content review for all test topics •
Detailed strategies for acing all question types, from multiple-choice to document-based and short
answer • Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via your online
Student Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (3 in the book, 3
online) with complete answer explanations • Online tests provided as both digital versions (with
timer option to simulate exam experience) online, and as downloadable PDFs (with interactive
elements mimicking the exam interface) • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every review
chapter, plus end-of-chapter drills throughout • Practice drills at the end of each content review
chapter, plus step-by-step walk-throughs of sample exam questions
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