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free illinois teacher professional development opportunities are essential
resources for educators aiming to enhance their teaching skills, stay updated
with the latest educational trends, and fulfill state certification
requirements. Illinois offers a variety of free professional development
programs specifically designed to support teachers across different grade
levels and subject areas. These programs include workshops, online courses,
webinars, and collaborative learning communities that help educators improve
classroom strategies and student outcomes. This article provides a detailed
overview of the best free Illinois teacher professional development options
available, including state-sponsored initiatives, university programs, and
nonprofit offerings. Additionally, it discusses how these resources align
with Illinois Learning Standards and professional educator licensure
requirements. Educators seeking accessible and cost-effective ways to grow
professionally will find valuable information here, along with guidance on
how to access and maximize these opportunities.
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Overview of Illinois Teacher Professional
Development Requirements
Understanding the professional development requirements set by the Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) is critical for teachers seeking to maintain
or advance their certification. Illinois requires educators to complete a
certain number of continuing professional development (CPD) hours or
professional development activities to renew their teaching license. These
requirements ensure teachers remain knowledgeable about instructional best
practices, student assessment techniques, and curriculum standards.



Professional development must align with Illinois Learning Standards and
contribute to improving student learning outcomes. The state encourages
participation in activities that foster collaboration, innovation, and
reflection within the teaching profession. Free Illinois teacher professional
development programs often fulfill these criteria, making them practical
options for educators balancing time and budget constraints.

Licensing and Renewal Requirements
Teachers in Illinois are typically required to complete 120 clock hours of
professional development every five years to renew their license. These hours
can be earned through approved workshops, courses, or seminars. The Illinois
Professional Teaching Standards serve as a guide for selecting appropriate PD
activities, emphasizing areas such as instructional strategies, diversity and
equity, and data-driven decision-making.

Alignment with Illinois Learning Standards
Effective professional development in Illinois focuses on the state’s
learning standards, including the Common Core State Standards and Next
Generation Science Standards. Teachers who participate in free Illinois
teacher professional development courses can expect content that supports
curriculum alignment, assessment literacy, and differentiated instruction
techniques tailored to student needs.

State-Sponsored Free Professional Development
Programs
The Illinois State Board of Education and other state agencies offer numerous
free professional development programs for educators. These initiatives
provide high-quality training designed to improve instructional skills and
support student achievement across diverse educational settings.

ISBE Professional Development Resources
ISBE offers a variety of workshops, webinars, and online modules at no cost
to Illinois educators. These resources cover topics such as literacy
instruction, special education, technology integration, and culturally
responsive teaching. The state also hosts regional professional development
events to facilitate networking and collaboration among teachers.



Illinois Early Learning Council Initiatives
For educators in early childhood education, the Illinois Early Learning
Council provides free training focused on developmentally appropriate
practices, family engagement, and early literacy. These opportunities help
early educators meet state standards and enhance their instructional methods.

University and Community College Free PD
Opportunities
Several universities and community colleges across Illinois contribute to
teacher professional development by offering free workshops, seminars, and
certificate programs. These institutions often collaborate with school
districts to tailor training sessions to local needs.

University Extension Programs
Universities such as the University of Illinois offer free or low-cost
professional development modules through their extension programs. These
courses are typically research-based and provide teachers with practical
strategies and the latest educational research findings.

Community College Offerings
Community colleges in Illinois frequently host professional development
sessions focusing on technology integration, classroom management, and
subject-specific pedagogy. Many of these sessions are free to licensed
teachers and provide opportunities for earning CPD clock hours.

Online Platforms Offering Free Illinois Teacher
PD
In the digital age, online platforms have become invaluable for accessing
free Illinois teacher professional development. These platforms provide
flexible learning options that accommodate teachers’ schedules and geographic
locations.

IL-Teach Online Courses
IL-Teach, an Illinois-based online platform, offers a selection of free
professional development courses tailored to state standards. Teachers can
complete modules on topics such as formative assessment, classroom
technology, and student engagement strategies.



National Online Resources Accessible to Illinois
Educators
Several national organizations provide free online PD courses that meet
Illinois requirements. These include webinar series, asynchronous courses,
and collaborative forums focused on instructional innovation and equity in
education.

Nonprofit Organizations Supporting Educator
Growth
Nonprofit organizations play a vital role in providing free professional
development opportunities to Illinois teachers. These groups often specialize
in specific areas such as STEM education, literacy, or social-emotional
learning.

Illinois Education Association (IEA) Programs
The IEA offers free workshops and resources for members to support ongoing
professional growth. Their offerings include training on advocacy, classroom
strategies, and leadership development tailored for Illinois educators.

Local and Regional Education Foundations
Numerous local education foundations across Illinois fund and organize free
PD sessions. These programs often emphasize community-based strategies,
culturally responsive teaching, and innovative curriculum development.

Benefits of Engaging in Free Professional
Development
Participating in free Illinois teacher professional development provides
multiple advantages for educators, schools, and students. It allows teachers
to refine their skills without financial burden, promotes continuous
learning, and fosters professional collaboration.

Enhances instructional strategies and classroom management

Supports compliance with state licensing and renewal requirements

Encourages adoption of new technologies and teaching tools



Improves student engagement and achievement outcomes

Facilitates networking with other educators and experts

Promotes equity and inclusion in diverse classrooms

How to Access and Register for Free PD in
Illinois
Accessing free Illinois teacher professional development requires awareness
of available programs and proactive registration. Many opportunities are
listed on state education websites, university portals, and nonprofit
organization pages.

Finding Programs Through ISBE and Partner Sites
Teachers can explore ISBE’s professional development calendar and partner
agency sites to find upcoming free workshops and courses. Registration is
usually straightforward, requiring basic educator credentials and contact
information.

Utilizing School District and Union Resources
School districts and teacher unions often coordinate with providers to offer
free PD tailored to local needs. Educators should consult with their district
professional development coordinators or union representatives for
information on upcoming sessions and enrollment procedures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some free professional development
resources available for Illinois teachers?
Illinois teachers can access free professional development through the
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) website, various local education
agencies, and platforms like Coursera and edX offering education-related
courses at no cost.

Does the Illinois State Board of Education offer



free professional development for teachers?
Yes, the Illinois State Board of Education provides free professional
development opportunities, including webinars, workshops, and online courses
tailored to meet state teaching standards and licensure requirements.

Are there free online courses specifically designed
for Illinois teachers’ professional development?
Yes, there are free online courses designed for Illinois teachers, offered by
organizations such as the Illinois Virtual School, Khan Academy, and
universities providing MOOCs relevant to education.

Can Illinois teachers earn Professional Development
Hours (PDHs) through free programs?
Yes, many free professional development programs and workshops approved by
ISBE allow Illinois teachers to earn PDHs necessary for license renewal and
career advancement.

Where can Illinois teachers find free webinars for
professional development?
Illinois teachers can find free professional development webinars on the ISBE
website, Illinois Education Association (IEA), and educational organizations
like Learning Forward Illinois.

Are there any free professional development programs
in Illinois focused on technology integration in
classrooms?
Yes, programs like the Illinois Computing Educators (ICE) offer free or low-
cost professional development focusing on integrating technology effectively
in classrooms.

Do Illinois public school districts offer free
professional development to their teachers?
Many Illinois public school districts provide free professional development
sessions to their teachers, often during in-service days or through
partnerships with educational institutions.

How can Illinois teachers access free professional
development related to special education?
Illinois teachers can access free special education professional development



through ISBE, local Special Education Cooperatives, and online platforms
offering specialized courses and training.

Are there any grants or scholarships available for
Illinois teachers seeking free professional
development?
Some Illinois organizations and foundations offer grants and scholarships to
support teachers in pursuing free or low-cost professional development
opportunities, which can be found through ISBE and local education agencies.

Additional Resources
1. Empowering Educators: Free Professional Development Resources for Illinois
Teachers
This book offers a comprehensive guide to no-cost professional development
opportunities available specifically for Illinois teachers. It explores
various state-sponsored workshops, online courses, and community programs
designed to enhance teaching skills. Educators will find practical tips on
how to access and maximize these resources to improve their classroom
effectiveness.

2. Illinois Teacher Growth: Navigating Free PD Options
Focused on helping Illinois educators grow professionally without financial
burden, this book outlines the best free professional development paths.
Readers will learn about webinars, peer collaboration groups, and local
education initiatives tailored to Illinois standards. The book also includes
success stories from teachers who benefited from free PD programs.

3. Maximizing Free Professional Development: A Guide for Illinois Teachers
This guidebook details strategies for Illinois teachers to identify and
utilize free professional development opportunities. It includes advice on
time management, selecting relevant courses, and applying new knowledge in
the classroom. Additionally, the book highlights online platforms and state
education department offerings that provide quality PD at no cost.

4. Innovative Teaching in Illinois: Free PD Resources and Strategies
Designed for Illinois educators seeking innovative teaching methods, this
book compiles free professional development resources focused on modern
pedagogy. It covers technology integration, differentiated instruction, and
culturally responsive teaching, all accessible through free PD programs. The
resource also features how-to guides for participating in virtual workshops
and collaborative projects.

5. Professional Development on a Budget: Illinois Teachers’ Edition
This book addresses the challenges of professional growth when budget
constraints exist, providing a roadmap for Illinois teachers to access free
PD. It explores local education agency offerings, grant-funded workshops, and



professional learning communities that require no fees. Teachers will find
actionable advice to build their skills economically while complying with
state certification requirements.

6. Continuous Learning for Illinois Educators: Free PD Paths and Practices
Emphasizing lifelong learning, this book highlights free professional
development paths available to Illinois educators. It discusses state
initiatives, university partnerships, and community-based programs that
promote continual skill enhancement. The book also offers practical
suggestions for integrating PD experiences into everyday teaching practice.

7. Unlocking Potential: Free Professional Development for Illinois Teachers
This resource provides Illinois teachers with an overview of free PD
opportunities aimed at unlocking their full professional potential. It
includes detailed descriptions of online courses, mentorship programs, and
collaborative networks available at no cost. Teachers will gain insight into
balancing PD with classroom responsibilities effectively.

8. Illinois Educators’ Guide to Free Professional Learning
This guide serves as a comprehensive directory of free professional learning
options tailored for Illinois educators. It covers state-run initiatives,
nonprofit organizations, and digital platforms offering relevant PD content.
Readers will find evaluation tools to choose the best PD experiences aligned
with their career goals.

9. Teaching Excellence in Illinois: Leveraging Free Professional Development
Focused on achieving teaching excellence, this book explores how Illinois
teachers can leverage free professional development opportunities. It details
methods to engage with peer networks, participate in state workshops, and use
online resources effectively. The book also addresses overcoming common
barriers to accessing free PD.
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2012-11-05 This book makes a major contribution to knowledge and theory by drawing implications
of teacher effectiveness research for the field of teacher training and professional development. The
first part of the book provides a critical review of research on teacher training and professional
development and illustrates the limitations of the main approaches to teacher development such as
the competence-based and the holistic approach. A dynamic perspective to policy and practice in
teacher training and professional development is advocated. The second part of the book provides a
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critical review of research on teacher effectiveness. The main phases of this field of research are
analysed. It is pointed out that teacher factors are presented as being in opposition to one another.
An integrated approach in defining quality of teaching is adopted. The importance of taking into
account findings of studies investigating differential teacher effectiveness is argued. Another
significant limitation of this field of research is that the whole process of searching for teacher
effectiveness factor was not able to have a significant impact upon teacher training and professional
development. For this reason it is advocated that teacher training and professional development
should be focused on how to address grouping of specific teacher factors associated with student
learning and on how to help teachers improve their teaching skills by moving from using skills
associated with direct teaching only to more advanced skills concerned with new teaching
approaches and differentiation of teaching. The book refers to studies conducted in different
countries illustrating how the proposed approach can be used by policy and practice in teacher
education. Specifically, the book provides evidence supporting the validity of the theoretical
framework upon which this approach is based. Moreover, experimental and longitudinal studies
supporting the use of this approach for improvementpurposes are presented and suggestions for
further research utilising and expanding the Dynamic Approach for teacher training and professional
development are provided.
  free illinois teacher professional development: Resources in Education , 2001-04
  free illinois teacher professional development: The Role of Scientists in the
Professional Development of Science Teachers National Research Council, Division on Earth
and Life Studies, Commission on Life Sciences, Committee on Biology Teacher Inservice Programs,
1996-04-29 Scientists nationwide are showing greater interest in contributing to the reform of
science education, yet many do not know how to begin. This highly readable book serves as a guide
for those scientists interested in working on the professional development of K-12 science teachers.
Based on information from over 180 professional development programs for science teachers, the
volume addresses what kinds of activities work and why. Included are useful examples of programs
focusing on issues of content and process in science teaching. The authors present day-in-a-life
vignettes, along with a suggested reading list, to help familiarize scientists with the professional
lives of K-12 science teachers. The book also offers scientists suggestions on how to take first steps
toward involvement, how to identify programs that have been determined effective by teachers, and
how to become involved in system-wide programs. Discussions on ways of working with teachers on
program design, program evaluation, and funding sources are included. Accessible and practical,
this book will be a welcome resource for university, institutional, and corporate scientists; teachers;
teacher educators; organizations; administrators; and parents.
  free illinois teacher professional development: The Illinois Teacher , 1929
  free illinois teacher professional development: Illinois Education , 1928
  free illinois teacher professional development: The Journal of the National Education
Association National Education Association of the United States, 1922
  free illinois teacher professional development: Teaching Business, Technical and Academic
Writing Online and Onsite Sarbani Sen Vengadasalam, 2021-06-02 This book grows out of the
insights and proficiencies gained through teaching undergraduate and graduate students in onsite,
online, and blended formats for almost three decades. Using a practitioner focus, it proffers best
practices utilized and validated during the process of successfully instructing students in writing
their scientific or technical proposals, professional or business reports, and academic papers or
doctoral dissertations at premier American universities. The book guides facilitators through
syllabus creation, discussion management, and open educational resources use, while specifically
offering strategies and support to the underserved online writing teachers who utilize multimedia
materials and virtual discussions in learning management systems to reach out to students. Also,
insider insights and specialist knowledge on using visual creation tools and open educational
resources are shared. The text is a must-have handbook for undergraduate and graduate teachers,
and particularly fills the need for a helpful sourcebook for remote teaching in a post-COVID world.



  free illinois teacher professional development: Illinois Chemistry Teacher , 2001
  free illinois teacher professional development: ENC Focus , 2001
  free illinois teacher professional development: Federal Register Index , 2002
  free illinois teacher professional development: News (Illinois Energy Education
Development Program). , 1995
  free illinois teacher professional development: Federal Register , 2003
  free illinois teacher professional development: Skills-Based Health Education Mary
Connolly, 2018-08-21 The Second Edition of Skills-Based Health Education provides pre-service and
practicing teachers with the pedagogical foundation and tools to develop a comprehensive PreK-12
health education program using the National Health Education Standards. It takes each standard by
grade span, provides scenarios based on research to explain the skill, and then provides a
step-by-step approach to planning assessment and instruction. Early chapters connect skills-based
health education to coordinated school health and the national initiatives of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Healthy People 2020, The Whole Child, and 21st Century Skills. The
remaining chapters provide guidance to plan implement, and assess performance tasks. Readers are
shown how to establish student needs, select content and skill performance indicators to meet those
needs, and plan and implement assessment and instructions.
  free illinois teacher professional development: Powerful Reforms with Shallow Roots Larry
Cuban, Michael Usdan, 2014-04-15 Drastic reform measures are being implemented in growing
numbers of urban communities as the public’s patience has finally run out with perpetually
nonperforming public schools. This authoritative and eye-opening volume examines governance
changes in six cities during the 1990s, where either mayoral control of schools has occurred or
where noneducators have been appointed to lead school districts. Featuring up-close, in-depth case
studies of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, Boston, San Diego, and Seattle, this book explores the
reasons why these cities chose to alter their traditional school governance structures and analyzes
what happened when the reforms were implemented and whether or not teachers and students
performed better because of them. “Provides useful perspectives on the complexities of educational
change that is relevant to all kinds of school systems . . . of interest to elected officials, other
policymakers, business leaders, and educators.” —Richard W. Riley, Former U.S. Secretary of
Education “A ‘must-read’ for policymakers intent on improving the academic performance of
children in America’s urban centers . . . offers important insight and an excellent overview of the
reforms being tested in the six urban centers.” —Ted Sanders, President, Education Commission of
the States “Every urban political official, indeed, every governor, business leader, and state
legislator should study the urban school reforms described in this book” —James B. Hunt, Jr.,
Former Governor of North Carolina and Chairman, James B. Hunt Jr. Institute for Educational
Leadership and Policy “A ‘must-read’ for educators. This book clearly defines what it takes to make
significant changes in urban districts” —Floretta McKenzie, Former Superintendent, District of
Columbia Public Schools
  free illinois teacher professional development: Research in Education , 1969
  free illinois teacher professional development: Normal Instructor and Teachers World ,
1924
  free illinois teacher professional development: Journal of the National Education
Association , 1921
  free illinois teacher professional development: Cumulative List of Organizations
Described in Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  free illinois teacher professional development: The Guidebook of Federal Resources for
K-12 Mathematics and Science , 2004 Contains directories of federal agencies that promote
mathematics and science education at elementary and secondary levels; organized in sections by
agency name, national program name, and state highlights by region.
  free illinois teacher professional development: Foundation Grants Index Foundation Center,
1995-11
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