free indirect speech definition

free indirect speech definition refers to a unique narrative technique that blends the
characteristics of direct and indirect speech, allowing a seamless integration of a character's thoughts
and speech into the third-person narration. This method is often employed in literary works to provide
readers with intimate access to a character's internal state while maintaining the narrative voice of
the author. Understanding free indirect speech requires distinguishing it from direct speech, where a
character's words are quoted verbatim, and indirect speech, which paraphrases the character's
expressions. This article explores the free indirect speech definition in detail, examining its features,
functions, and examples in literature. Additionally, it discusses how this narrative style enhances
storytelling and its significance in modern and classical texts. Readers will also find a guide on
identifying free indirect speech and its impact on reader engagement and narrative depth.
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Understanding Free Indirect Speech

Free indirect speech, also known as free indirect discourse or style indirect libre, is a narrative
technique that merges the voice of the narrator with the thoughts or spoken words of a character.
Unlike direct speech, where a character's dialogue is enclosed within quotation marks and presented
verbatim, or indirect speech, which paraphrases the character's words through the narrator's voice,
free indirect speech blurs the boundary between narrator and character. This creates a hybrid
narrative mode that conveys the character's inner thoughts in the third person without explicit
attribution or quotation marks.

The free indirect speech definition emphasizes its role in revealing a character’s perspective,
emotions, and subjective experience without interrupting the narrator's flow or distancing the reader
through explicit tags such as “he said” or “she thought.” This technique is especially favored in
literary fiction for its ability to deepen character development and provide psychological insight.

Characteristics of Free Indirect Speech

Several defining features distinguish free indirect speech from other forms of reported speech. These
characteristics contribute to its subtle and immersive narrative style.



Blended Narrative Voice

Free indirect speech merges the narrator's voice with the character's voice, resulting in a narrative
that reflects the character’s thoughts or feelings without direct quotation. The narrator remains in the
third person, but the language often adopts the character's vocabulary, tone, and perspective.

Lack of Quotation Marks and Reporting Verbs

Unlike direct speech, free indirect speech does not use quotation marks or explicit reporting verbs
such as “said” or “thought.” This absence creates a seamless transition between narration and
character speech or thought.

Use of Third-Person Pronouns and Past Tense

The narrative remains in the third person and typically uses past tense, aligning with the overall
narrative structure rather than switching to first-person or present tense, which are common in direct
speech or internal monologues.

Subjective and Psychological Focus

Free indirect speech often conveys the character’s emotions, attitudes, and subjective impressions,
providing insight into their mental state without breaking the narrative flow.

Examples of Free Indirect Speech in Literature

Free indirect speech is widely used by many renowned authors to achieve depth and subtlety in their
storytelling. Below are illustrative examples that highlight this narrative technique.

¢ Jane Austen: Austen frequently employs free indirect speech to reveal her characters’ social
attitudes and internal conflicts, notably in novels such as Pride and Prejudice.

e James Joyce: In Ulysses, Joyce uses free indirect discourse to merge narrative and stream-of-
consciousness, enhancing character immersion.

* Virginia Woolf: Woolf's use of free indirect speech in works like Mrs. Dalloway allows fluid
transitions between an omniscient narrator and characters’ inner thoughts.

e Gustave Flaubert: Often credited with pioneering free indirect speech, Flaubert’s Madame
Bovary demonstrates the technique’s power to express complex psychological states.

Functions and Effects of Free Indirect Speech

Free indirect speech serves several important functions in narrative writing, enhancing both style and
reader engagement.



Enhancing Psychological Depth

By blending the narrator’s and character’s voices, free indirect speech offers intimate access to a
character’s thoughts and emotions, enriching psychological realism.

Maintaining Narrative Flow

This technique avoids frequent interruptions that direct quotations or explicit thought tags might
cause, allowing the narrative to flow smoothly while still conveying subjective experience.

Creating Ambiguity and Multiple Perspectives

The subtle merging of voices can create ambiguity about who is “speaking,” opening space for
multiple interpretations and adding complexity to the narrative.

Reflecting Social and Cultural Contexts

Free indirect speech can capture a character’s social attitudes and cultural biases through their
internalized language and perspective, contributing to thematic depth.

How to Identify Free Indirect Speech

Recognizing free indirect speech requires attention to specific linguistic and narrative clues that
distinguish it from other forms of reported speech.

Look for Voice Merging

Identify passages where the narrator’s tone subtly shifts to reflect a character’s mindset without
quotation marks or explicit indicators.

Check for Absence of Reporting Clauses

Free indirect speech typically lacks reporting verbs like “he thought” or “she said,” yet still conveys
the character’s thoughts or speech indirectly.

Notice Subjective Language and Emotions

Sentences that reveal a character’s feelings or opinions in the third person, often adopting their
vocabulary or idiomatic expressions, may signal free indirect discourse.

Observe Tense and Pronouns

Unlike direct speech, free indirect speech maintains third-person pronouns and generally past tense,
consistent with the narrative voice.

1. Examine the narrative context for shifts in perspective.



2. Analyze stylistic features such as modality, exclamations, or interjections that reflect the
character’s voice.

3. Differentiate from indirect speech by noting the immediacy and vividness of the character’s
viewpoint.

Comparison with Direct and Indirect Speech

Understanding free indirect speech benefits from contrasting it with direct and indirect speech, which
are more straightforward modes of reporting dialogue and thought.

Direct Speech

Direct speech quotes a character’s exact words, enclosed in quotation marks, and often accompanied
by a reporting verb. Example: She said, “l am tired.”

Indirect Speech

Indirect speech paraphrases a character’s words without quotation marks, using conjunctions such as
“that.” Example: She said that she was tired.

Free Indirect Speech

Free indirect speech conveys a character’s thoughts or speech without explicit markers, blending the
narrator’s and character’s voices. Example: She was tired. What a long day it had been.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of free indirect speech?

Free indirect speech is a narrative technique that blends a character's thoughts or spoken words with
the voice of the third-person narrator, without using direct quotation or explicit attribution.

How does free indirect speech differ from direct and indirect
speech?

Unlike direct speech, which uses quotation marks to present a character's exact words, and indirect
speech, which paraphrases the character's words using reporting clauses, free indirect speech
merges the character's voice directly into the narration without quotation marks or reporting verbs.

Can you give an example of free indirect speech?

Yes. For example, instead of writing 'He thought, "l am late,"" (direct speech) or 'He thought that he
was late' (indirect speech), free indirect speech would be: 'He was late. How had that happened?'



Why do authors use free indirect speech?

Authors use free indirect speech to provide insight into a character’s thoughts and feelings while
maintaining the narrative voice, allowing for a seamless and intimate portrayal of the character’s
perspective.

Is free indirect speech used only in novels?

While free indirect speech is most commonly used in novels and literary fiction, it can also appear in
short stories, plays, and other narrative forms to convey characters' inner thoughts.

What are the stylistic effects of free indirect speech?

Free indirect speech creates a close connection between the narrator and the character, blurs the
boundary between objective narration and subjective experience, and enhances the psychological
depth of the narrative.

Who are some famous authors known for using free indirect
speech?

Authors like Jane Austen, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Gustave Flaubert are renowned for their
effective use of free indirect speech in their works.

Additional Resources

1. Free Indirect Discourse: A Critical Introduction

This book offers a comprehensive overview of free indirect discourse, exploring its definition, history,
and application in literature. It examines how this narrative technique blurs the line between the
narrator’s voice and the characters’ thoughts. Through detailed examples, the book demonstrates the
impact of free indirect speech on storytelling and reader engagement.

2. The Language of Fiction: Style and Free Indirect Speech

Focusing on stylistic elements, this text analyzes how free indirect speech functions within various
literary genres. It discusses the subtle shifts in narrative perspective that free indirect speech enables
and how authors use it to create intimacy with characters. The book includes case studies from classic
and contemporary fiction.

3. Narrative Voices and Free Indirect Style

This work delves into the complexities of narrative voices, emphasizing the role of free indirect style
in shaping character consciousness. It defines free indirect speech and contrasts it with direct and
indirect discourse. The author explores how this technique affects the reader’s perception of narrative
reliability and character psychology.

4. Techniques of Modern Fiction: Free Indirect Speech Explored

An in-depth study of modern fiction’s narrative innovations, this book highlights free indirect speech
as a pivotal technique. It presents definitions alongside practical examples from 19th and 20th-
century novels. The text also discusses the theoretical frameworks that underpin the use of free
indirect speech in storytelling.



5. The Poetics of Free Indirect Discourse

This scholarly book investigates the poetics behind free indirect discourse, detailing its linguistic and
rhetorical features. It defines the concept clearly and situates it within the broader context of
narrative theory. The author provides analysis of key literary texts to illustrate how free indirect
speech enhances thematic depth.

6. Understanding Narrative Techniques: Focus on Free Indirect Speech

Designed for students and scholars, this book breaks down the definition and function of free indirect
speech in accessible language. It explains how this technique differs from other forms of narrative
representation and why it is significant in fiction. The book also includes exercises to help readers
identify and analyze free indirect speech.

1. Free Indirect Speech and the Modern Novel

This book traces the evolution of free indirect speech within the modern novel, outlining its definition
and key characteristics. It studies major authors who have employed this technique to innovate
narrative form. Through critical essays, the book discusses how free indirect speech challenges
traditional boundaries between narrator and character.

8. From Direct to Free Indirect Speech: A Narrative Shift

Exploring the transition from direct and indirect speech to free indirect speech, this book offers a clear
definition and explanation of the technique. It highlights its significance in narrative flexibility and
character portrayal. The author uses literary examples to demonstrate how free indirect speech
creates a unique narrative voice.

9. The Art of Narration: Free Indirect Speech in Literature

This text provides a detailed account of free indirect speech as a key narrative art form. It defines the
technique and discusses its use across different literary periods. The book emphasizes the artistic and
psychological effects of free indirect speech, illustrating how it deepens reader immersion and
understanding of characters.
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free indirect speech definition: The Semantics of Free Indirect Discourse Regine Eckardt,
2014-11-27 Free indirect discourse presents us with the inner world of protagonists of a story. We
seem to see the world through their eyes, and listen to their inner thoughts. The present study
analyses the logic of free indirect discourse and offers a framework to represent multiple ways in
which words betray the speaker's feelings and attitude. The theory covers tense, aspect, temporal
indexicals, modal particles, exclamatives and other expressive elements and their dependence on
shifting utterance contexts. It traces the subtle ways in which story texts can offer information about
protagonists. The study of free indirect discourse has been a topic of great interest in recent years in
semantics and pragmatics. In this book, Regine Eckardt proposes a new theory of this domain and
applies it to a wide variety of phenomena -- discourse particles, exclamatives, and mood -- in addition
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to the traditional indexical pronouns and tenses. She situates this project within a larger attempt to
extend the tools of semantic analysis to fiction. Most formally oriented semanticists have not paid
serious attention to this domain, which has resulted in a major gap in semantic theory; this book is
thus a pioneering effort and raises many intriguing points. The total result is an empirically rich and
exciting work which will be a profitable read for researchers interested in semantics, pragmatics,
and formal approaches to literature. Eric McCready, Aoyama Gakuin University

free indirect speech definition: Speech and Thought in Latin War Narratives Suzanne M.
Adema, 2017-07-10 In Speech and Thought in Latin War Narratives, Suzanne Adema offers linguistic
and narratological tools to analyse and interpret narratorial choices in speech and thought
representation in Latin narratives. Her approach combines insights from (cognitive) linguistic and
narratological theories and has been tested and adjusted through corpus based research (Caesar,
Vergil, Sallust). The approach is a useful tool to unveil rhetorical uses of speech and thought
representation in Latin war narrative by means of close readings of Caesar’s Bellum Gallicum 1 and
7, and Vergil’s Aeneid 11 and 12. Focusing on the attitudes of the narrators towards war, Adema
provides new insights into these texts and offers linguistic and narratological contributions to
literary and historical discussions about the Bellum Gallicum and the Aeneid.

free indirect speech definition: Metarepresentation Eun-Ju Noh, 2000 Eun-Ju Noh's book
provides a close look at linguistic metarepresentation showing how beliefs, utterances, and
propositions are represented and how they are inferred. The author explains how
metarepresentation works in various types of uses: quotations, negation, echo questions, and
conditionals in terms of truth conditions and pragmatic enrichment. Ample examples are provided
from the English language. The relevance-theory approach gives room for extralinguistic parameters
to be considered, and suggestions are made for further research in cross-linguistic studies and
metarepresentation.

free indirect speech definition: The Signifying Monkey Henry Louis Gates (Jr.), 2014 A
groundbaking work of enduring influence. The Signifying Monkey illuminates the relationship
between the African and African American vernacular traditions and literature. Examining the
ancient poetry and myths found in African, Latin American, and Caribbean culture, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., uncovers a unique system for interpretation and a powerful vernacular tradition that
black slaves brought with them to the New World. This superb twenty-fifth-anniversary edition
features a new preface and introduction by Gates that reflect on the book's genesis and its
continuing relevance for today's culture, as well as a new afterword written by the noted critic W.J.T.
Mitchell. --Book Jacket.

free indirect speech definition: Virginia Woolf: Public and Private Negotiations A.
Snaith, 2016-02-12 In Virginia Woolf: Public and Private Negotiations , Anna Snaith explores the
centrality of ideas of public and private in Woolf's life and writing. The book offers a fresh
understanding of Woolf's feminism, her narrative techniques, her attitudes to publication, and her
role in public debate. It draws on new manuscript material and previously unexplored letters to
Woolf from her reading public.

free indirect speech definition: The Fictions of Language and the Languages of Fiction
Monika Fludernik, 2003-12-16 Monika Fludernik presents a detailed analysis of free indirect
discourse as it relates to narrative theory, and the crucial problematic of how speech and thought
are represented in fiction. Building on the insights of Ann Banfield's Unspeakable Sentences,
Fludernik radically extends Banfield's model to accommodate evidence from conversational
narrative, non-fictional prose and literary works from Chaucer to the present. Fludernik's model
subsumes earlier insights into the forms and functions of quotation and aligns them with discourse
strategies observable in the oral language. Drawing on a vast range of literature, she provides an
invaluable resource for researchers in the field and introduces English readers to extensive work on
the subject in German as well as comparing the free indirect discourse features of German, French
and English. This study effectively repositions the whole area between literature and linguistics,
opening up a new set of questions in narrative theory.



free indirect speech definition: The Turn of the Mind Adré Marshall, 1998 James's narrative
strategies are discussed in the context of the techniques employed by his literary predecessors.
[Nluminating comparisons are made with novelists such as Jane Austen and George Eliot, and
particular attention is paid to the French novelist Flaubert, who was probably the most significant
influence on James. The author examines James's stylistic devices in a selection of representative
works from his early, middle, and late periods (Roderick Hudson, The Portrait of a Lady, and The
Golden Bowl).

free indirect speech definition: Reported Speech Theo Janssen, Wim van der Wurff,
1996-09-24 In sentences containing reported speech, thought, or perception, it is possible to
distinguish different voices or views, associated with different discourse roles. They originate in two
different clauses: one clause signals a reporting situation, and the other a reported situation. This
volume examines the methods used for combining these two types of clauses in a range of
languages. In each of the contributions, the focus is on the forms and functions of verbs; topics dealt
with include the meaning of tense, mood, and aspect (and their interaction) in the various types of
reported speech, the speech act status of reported utterances, correlations between reporting verbs
and verbs in reported clauses (and the conjunctions introducing them), and possible intra-systemic
and cross-linguistic correlations of these properties. The articles concentrate on the Slavic
languages Russian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Serbian, Croatian, and Slovene, the Romance languages
Latin, Old and Modern French, and Spanish, the Germanic languages Swedish, German, Dutch, and
English, the Indo-Iranian language Bengali, and Mandarin Chinese.

free indirect speech definition: Phantom Sentences Robert S. Kawashima, Gilles Philippe,
Thelma Sowley, 2008 Ann Banfield - professor in the Department of English at the University of
California, Berkeley - is best known for her groundbreaking contributions to narrative theory.
Working within the paradigm of generative linguistics, she argued that the language of fiction is
characterized by two «unspeakable sentences», i.e., sentences that do not properly occur in the
spoken language: the sentence of «pure narration» and the sentence of «represented speech and
thought» (style indirect libre or erlebte Rede). More recently, Banfield offered a major
reconsideration of the novels of Virginia Woolf and modernism in light of the philosophy of
knowledge developed by G. E. Moore and Bertrand Russell, and appropriated by Roger Fry in his
critical analyses of impressionism and post-impressionism. The essays gathered here pay tribute to
Banfield by addressing those disciplines and topics most closely related to her work, including:
narrative theory and pragmatics, the philosophy of language and knowledge, generative syntax,
meter and phonology, and modernism.

free indirect speech definition: The Language of Negotiation Joan Mulholland, 2002-01-22
The Language of Negotiation aims to heighten awareness of language and to suggest practical ways
to use language-related tactics to get results. It encourages the reader to recognise negotiation as a
specifically language-centred activity and demonstrates how learning to use language effectively can
radically improve negotiation skills. The book features: A step-by-step guide on the practice of
negotiation, from preparation to follow-up after the event Chapters on various aspects of
negotiation, such as the spoken, written and interpersonal sides, as well as media interviewing and
using the phone. Specific and useful strategies for actions like advising, complaining, confirming and
dismissing. A range of effective and informative examples throughout, designed to show the value of
enhanced language use and practical exercises to encourage the reader to apply the ideas to their
own practice. The Language of Negotiation will be of value to all those in business and professional
life whose work involves negotiation. It will also be of particular interest to students in graduate
schools of business or management and to anyone who has an interest in improving their negotiation
skills. No prior knowledge of language theory is assumed on the part of the reader.

free indirect speech definition: Handbook of Narrative Analysis , 2005-01-01 Sorts out both
traditional and recent narrative theories, providing the necessary skills to interpret any story that
comes along.

free indirect speech definition: Jane Austen's Narrative Techniques Professor Massimiliano



Morini, 2013-04-28 Combining linguistic theory with analytical concepts and literary interpretation
and appreciation, Jane Austen's Narrative Techniques traces the creation and development of
Austen's narrative techniques. Massimiliano Morini employs the tools developed by post-war
linguistics and above all pragmatics, the study of the ways in which speakers communicate meaning,
since Austen's 'wordings' can only be interpreted within the fictional context of character-character,
narrator-character, narrator-reader interaction. Examining a wide range of Austen texts, from her
unpublished works through masterpieces like Mansfield Park and Emma, Morini discusses familiar
Austen themes, using linguistic means to shed fresh light on the question of point of view in Austen
and on Austen's much-admired brilliance in creating lively and plausible dialogue. Accessibly written
and informed by the latest work in linguistic and literary studies, Jane Austen's Narrative
Techniques offers Austen specialists a new avenue for understanding her narrative techniques and
serves as a case study for scholars and students of pragmatics and applied linguistics.

free indirect speech definition: The Novel Dorothy J. Hale, 2009-02-09 The Novel: An
Anthology of Criticism and Theory1900-2000 is a collection of the most influentialwritings on the
theory of the novel from the twentiethcentury. Traces the rise of novel theory and the extension of
itsinfluence into other disciplines, especially social, cultural andpolitical theory. Broad in scope,
including sections on formalism; the ChicagoSchool; structuralism and narratology;
deconstruction;psychoanalysis; Marxism; social discourse; gender;post-colonialism; and more.
Includes whole essays or chapters wherever possible. Headnotes introduce and link each piece,
enabling readers todraw connections between different schools of thought. Encourages students to
approach theoretical texts withconfidence, applying the same skills they bring to literarytexts.
Includes a volume introduction, a selected bibliography, anindex of topics and short author
biographies to support study.

free indirect speech definition: Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics J.L. Mey, 2009-08-07
Concise Encyclopedia of Pragmatics, Second Edition (COPE) is an authoritative single-volume
reference resource comprehensively describing the discipline of pragmatics, an important branch of
natural language study dealing with the study of language in it's entire user-related theoretical and
practical complexity. As a derivative volume from Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, Second
Edition, it comprises contributions from the foremost scholars of semantics in their various
specializations and draws on 20+ years of development in the parent work in a compact and
affordable format. Principally intended for tertiary level inquiry and research, this will be invaluable
as a reference work for undergraduate and postgraduate students as well as academics inquiring
into the study of meaning and meaning relations within languages. As pragmatics is a centrally
important and inherently cross-cutting area within linguistics, it will therefore be relevant not just
for meaning specialists, but for most linguistic audiences. - Edited by Jacob Mey, a leading
pragmatics specialist, and authored by experts - The latest trends in the field authoritatively
reviewed and interpreted in context of related disciplines - Drawn from the richest, most
authoritative, comprehensive and internationally acclaimed reference resource in the linguistics
area - Compact and affordable single volume reference format

free indirect speech definition: Pasolini Stefania Benini, 2015-01-01 Benini illuminates the
radical politics embedded within Pasolini's adoption of Christian themes.

free indirect speech definition: Ancient Greek Texts and Modern Narrative Theory Jonas
Grethlein, 2023-05-25 The taxonomies of narratology have proven valuable tools for the analysis of
ancient literature, but, since they were mostly forged in the analysis of modern novels, they have
also occluded the distinct quality of ancient narrative and its understanding in antiquity. Ancient
Greek Texts and Modern Narrative Theory paves the way for a new approach to ancient narrative
that investigates its specific logic. Jonas Grethlein's sophisticated discussion of a wide range of
literary texts in conjunction with works of criticism sheds new light on such central issues as
fictionality, voice, Theory of Mind and narrative motivation. The book provides classicists with an
introduction to ancient views of narrative but is also a major contribution to a historically sensitive
theory of narrative.



free indirect speech definition: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory Irene
Rima Makaryk, 1993-01-01 The last half of the twentieth century has seen the emergence of literary
theory as a new discipline. As with any body of scholarship, various schools of thought exist, and
sometimes conflict, within it. I.R. Makaryk has compiled a welcome guide to the field. Accessible and
jargon-free, the Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory provides lucid, concise explanations
of myriad approaches to literature that have arisen over the past forty years. Some 170 scholars
from around the world have contributed their expertise to this volume. Their work is organized into
three parts. In Part I, forty evaluative essays examine the historical and cultural context out of which
new schools of and approaches to literature arose. The essays also discuss the uses and limitations
of the various schools, and the key issues they address. Part II focuses on individual theorists. It
provides a more detailed picture of the network of scholars not always easily pigeonholed into the
categories of Part I. This second section analyses the individual achievements, as well as the
influence, of specific scholars, and places them in a larger critical context. Part III deals with the
vocabulary of literary theory. It identifies significant, complex terms, places them in context, and
explains their origins and use. Accessibility is a key feature of the work. By avoiding jargon,
providing mini-bibliographies, and cross-referencing throughout, Makaryk has provided an
indispensable tool for literary theorists and historians and for all scholars and students of
contemporary criticism and culture.

free indirect speech definition: Stream of Consciousness and Free Indirect Discourse in
Modern Chinese Literature Elly Hagenaar, 1992

free indirect speech definition: Handbook of Diachronic Narratology Peter Hithn, John
Pier, Wolf Schmid, 2023-07-24 This handbook brings together 42 contributions by leading
narratologists devoted to the study of narrative devices in European literatures from antiquity to the
present. Each entry examines the use of a specific narrative device in one or two national literatures
across the ages, whether in successive or distant periods of time. Through the analysis of
representative texts in a range of European languages, the authors compellingly trace the
continuities and evolution of storytelling devices, as well as their culture-specific manifestations. In
response to Monika Fludernik’s 2003 call for a diachronization of narratology, this new handbook
complements existing synchronic approaches that tend to be ahistorical in their outlook, and departs
from postclassical narratologies that often prioritize thematic and ideological concerns. A new
direction in narrative theory, diachronic narratology explores previously overlooked questions, from
the evolution of free indirect speech from the Middle Ages to the present, to how changes in
narrative sequence encoded the shift from a sacred to a secular worldview in early modern Romance
literatures. An invaluable new resource for literary theorists, historians, comparatists, discourse
analysts, and linguists.

free indirect speech definition: D. H. Lawrence and Narrative Viewpoint Violeta Sotirova,
2011-01-27 This book is a stylistic study of D. H. Lawrence's presentation of narrative viewpoint. The
focus is mainly on Lawrence's third novel, Sons and Lovers, occupying a crucial position in his
oeuvre and judged by critics to be his first mature piece. While sharing many features typical of
nineteenth-century novels, it marks the emergence of a new technique of writing consciousness that
functioned as a precursor to the modernist practice of dialogic shifts across viewpoints. Through a
detailed linguistic analysis, Sotirova shows that different characters' viewpoints are not simply
juxtaposed in the narrative, but linked in a way that creates dialogic resonances between them. The
dialogic linking is achieved through the use of devices that have parallel functions in conversational
discourse - referring expressions, sentence-initial correctives and repetition. The book uses stylistics
to resolve current controversies in narratology and Lawrence criticism. In approaching the study of
narrative viewpoint from the angle of discourse, Sotirova arrives at cutting-edge insights into
Lawrence's work. This book will be required reading for stylisticians, narratologists, literary
linguists and literary studies scholars.
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