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ib history sl paper 2 is a crucial component of the International Baccalaureate (IB) History Standard
Level (SL) examination. This paper assesses students’ ability to analyze and evaluate historical
sources and arguments, focusing on specific world history topics studied during the course. Success in
IB History SL Paper 2 requires a strong understanding of historical events, themes, and developments,
as well as the ability to construct coherent, well-supported essays. This article offers an in-depth
guide to IB History SL Paper 2, including its structure, key strategies for preparation, and tips for
answering questions effectively. Additionally, it explores common themes and topics that frequently
appear in the exam, helping students to focus their revision efficiently. By mastering these elements,
students can improve their performance and confidence in tackling IB History SL Paper 2. The
following sections will cover the exam format, study techniques, essay writing tips, and examples of
typical questions.
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Key Topics and Themes in IB History SL Paper 2

Effective Study Strategies for IB History SL Paper 2

Essay Writing Techniques and Tips

Common Question Types and How to Approach Them

Understanding the Structure of IB History SL Paper 2
The structure of IB History SL Paper 2 is designed to test students' knowledge across various world
history topics and their ability to write analytical essays. The exam typically lasts for 1 hour and 30
minutes and requires students to answer two essay questions from different prescribed topics. The
questions are broad, allowing students to demonstrate their understanding of specific historical
periods, events, and issues studied during the course.

Exam Format and Requirements
IB History SL Paper 2 consists of a choice of essay questions based on the five prescribed topics
outlined in the IB History guide. Students must select two questions from different topics and write
extended essays on each. Each essay is expected to be well-organized, supported by relevant
evidence, and include critical analysis.

Key components of the paper include:

Two essay questions answered, each from a different prescribed topic.

Essays that demonstrate historical knowledge, understanding, and analytical skills.



Clear argumentation supported by specific examples and evidence.

Time management skills to allocate sufficient time to plan and write both essays effectively.

Assessment Criteria
The essays in IB History SL Paper 2 are assessed based on several criteria, including knowledge and
understanding, application and analysis, and synthesis and evaluation. Students must not only recall
historical facts but also analyze causes, consequences, and significance, while evaluating different
historical interpretations. Effective use of terminology and clear communication also contribute to
higher scores.

Key Topics and Themes in IB History SL Paper 2
IB History SL Paper 2 covers a range of world history themes and topics, each focusing on significant
historical developments, conflicts, and transformations. These topics are designed to provide students
with a comprehensive understanding of modern history from various perspectives.

Prescribed Topics Overview
The IB History SL curriculum includes five prescribed topics, from which questions for Paper 2 are
drawn. These topics often include:

Authoritarian States (1920–1945)

Causes and Effects of 20th Century Wars

Rights and Protest

Cold War and Cold War Conflicts

Independence Movements

Each topic explores key events, leaders, ideologies, and the impact on societies, providing a rich
source of material for essay responses.

Important Themes to Focus On
Within these prescribed topics, certain themes frequently arise in exam questions. Understanding
these themes helps students develop strong, focused essays. Important themes include:

The rise and impact of totalitarian regimes



Causes, course, and consequences of major wars

Social and political movements advocating for rights and reforms

Superpower rivalry and ideological conflict during the Cold War

Decolonization and the struggle for independence

Effective Study Strategies for IB History SL Paper 2
Preparation is essential for success in IB History SL Paper 2. A strategic approach to studying helps
students retain knowledge, develop critical thinking skills, and practice effective essay writing.
Structured revision plans and active learning techniques are particularly beneficial.

Organizing Revision
Organizing revision around the prescribed topics and their key themes ensures comprehensive
coverage. Students should create detailed notes, timelines, and mind maps to visualize historical
developments and connections.

Break down each topic into key events and concepts.

Use flashcards for important dates, people, and terms.

Practice past Paper 2 questions under timed conditions.

Review examiner reports to understand common mistakes and expectations.

Developing Critical Thinking
Critical thinking involves analyzing historical causes and effects, comparing interpretations, and
evaluating significance. Students should engage with multiple sources, question biases, and practice
writing balanced arguments to enhance these skills.

Essay Writing Techniques and Tips
Writing high-quality essays in IB History SL Paper 2 requires clear structure, coherent arguments, and
effective use of evidence. Mastery of essay writing can significantly improve exam performance.



Essay Structure
A well-organized essay typically follows this structure:

Introduction: Present the thesis statement and outline the essay’s main argument.1.

Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph addresses a specific point supporting the thesis,2.
incorporating evidence and analysis.

Conclusion: Summarize the argument, reinforce the thesis, and highlight the essay’s3.
significance.

Tips for Writing Effective Essays

Answer the question directly and stay focused on the prompt.

Use specific historical examples to support arguments.

Analyze rather than just describe events.

Incorporate different perspectives and interpretations where relevant.

Manage time efficiently to allow for planning, writing, and reviewing.

Use clear and precise language to communicate ideas.

Common Question Types and How to Approach Them
IB History SL Paper 2 features various question types that test different analytical skills.
Understanding how to approach these questions can help students formulate effective responses.

Comparison Questions
These questions require students to compare events, processes, or developments across different
countries or time periods. The key is to identify similarities and differences and explain their
significance.

Cause and Effect Questions
Cause and effect questions ask students to analyze the factors leading to an event and its
consequences. A structured approach involves outlining multiple causes, assessing their importance,
and discussing the resulting effects.



Assessment and Evaluation Questions
These questions focus on judging the importance or impact of a historical development. Students
must evaluate evidence and interpretations critically to present a balanced argument.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure of the IB History SL Paper 2 exam?
IB History SL Paper 2 consists of essay questions based on the prescribed subjects studied in the
course. Students choose one question from a choice of several and write a structured essay within a 1
hour and 30 minutes time limit.

How many questions do students need to answer in IB History
SL Paper 2?
Students are required to answer one essay question from a choice of six questions in the Paper 2
exam.

What skills are assessed in IB History SL Paper 2?
Paper 2 assesses students' ability to analyze and evaluate historical sources, construct coherent
arguments, demonstrate historical knowledge, and understand different perspectives and
interpretations.

How can students effectively prepare for IB History SL Paper
2?
Students should practice writing timed essays, review key historical themes and events from their
prescribed subjects, analyze past Paper 2 questions, and develop clear thesis statements and
supporting arguments.

Are there any specific marking criteria for IB History SL Paper
2?
Yes, Paper 2 essays are marked based on knowledge and understanding, application and analysis,
and synthesis and evaluation, with an emphasis on argument development, use of evidence, and
historical interpretation.

Can students use textbooks or notes during the IB History SL
Paper 2 exam?
No, IB History SL Paper 2 is a closed-book exam, so students cannot use textbooks, notes, or any
other materials during the examination.



Additional Resources
1. The Cold War: A New History
This book by John Lewis Gaddis offers a concise and engaging overview of the Cold War, a crucial
topic in IB History SL Paper 2. It covers the origins, major events, and the global impact of the Cold
War, providing clear explanations that help students understand the complexities of this period. The
narrative is accessible, making it ideal for revision and deeper understanding.

2. Germany 1918-1945: A Concise History
Mary Fulbrook’s work focuses on Germany during the Weimar Republic and Nazi era, a key area in IB
History SL Paper 2. The book explores political, social, and economic developments, helping students
grasp the causes and consequences of the rise of Nazism and the impact of World War II on Germany.
It presents a balanced and detailed analysis suitable for exam preparation.

3. The Making of Modern China
This book by Rana Mitter provides an in-depth look at China’s history from the late Qing Dynasty
through the 20th century, aligning well with IB History Paper 2 topics. It discusses the fall of imperial
China, the rise of communism, and China’s role in global history. The text helps students understand
China’s transformation and its significance in modern history.

4. Conflict and Tension in Asia, 1900-2000
Keith Brown’s book addresses major conflicts in Asia, including Japanese imperialism, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War, all important themes for IB History SL Paper 2. It offers clear explanations and
contextual analysis to help students connect regional events to global tensions. The accessible
language and structured approach make it an excellent study resource.

5. The Interwar Years 1919-1939
By David Clay Large, this book explores the political, economic, and social developments in the
interwar period, a significant focus in IB History SL Paper 2. It examines the Treaty of Versailles, the
Great Depression, and the rise of totalitarian regimes. The book provides a comprehensive overview
that aids students in understanding the causes of World War II.

6. Decolonization and Independence in Africa
This text by John Lonsdale examines the process of decolonization in Africa, covering key case studies
such as Kenya, Ghana, and Algeria. It discusses the political struggles, independence movements, and
post-colonial challenges relevant to IB History SL Paper 2. The book helps students analyze the
complexities of African history in the 20th century.

7. Authoritarian States: Dictatorships in the 20th Century
Martin Blinkhorn’s book investigates the development and characteristics of authoritarian states,
including Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and Stalinist Russia. It is particularly useful for IB History SL
students studying the rise of dictatorships. The book combines political, social, and economic
perspectives to provide a rounded understanding of authoritarianism.

8. The United States and the World: 1945 to Present
This work by Robert D. Schulzinger covers the global role of the United States after World War II, a
key topic in IB History SL Paper 2. It includes the Cold War, interventions in Korea and Vietnam, and
the shift in US foreign policy. The book is valuable for understanding America's influence on
international relations during the 20th century.

9. World War II: The Global Conflict



Richard Overy’s comprehensive account of World War II explores the political, military, and social
dimensions of the conflict. It provides detailed insights into the causes, major battles, and
consequences, which are essential for IB History SL Paper 2. The book’s clarity and depth make it an
excellent resource for exam preparation.
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