
i think history is memories
i think history is memories that collectively shape the identity of societies and individuals alike.
History, often perceived as a chronological record of past events, is fundamentally intertwined with
the memories that preserve those events. These memories, whether personal or communal, form the
foundation upon which historical narratives are constructed. Understanding how memory influences
history allows a deeper appreciation of how the past is recorded, interpreted, and transmitted across
generations. This article explores the intricate relationship between history and memory, emphasizing
the role of collective memory, the preservation of cultural heritage, and the impact of memory on
historical accuracy. Through this examination, readers will gain insight into why the phrase "i think
history is memories" captures a vital truth about the human experience of the past.

The Relationship Between History and Memory

Collective Memory and Cultural Identity

The Role of Memory in Historical Interpretation

Memory Preservation and Cultural Heritage

Challenges in Distinguishing Memory from History

The Relationship Between History and Memory
The connection between history and memory is fundamental to understanding how societies record
and interpret their past. History is traditionally viewed as an objective account of events, documented
through evidence and scholarly analysis. Memory, on the other hand, is subjective and personal,
shaped by individual experiences and emotions. However, collective memory bridges this gap by
aggregating individual recollections into a shared narrative that informs historical understanding.

Memory serves as the initial source from which historical inquiry often begins. Oral traditions,
eyewitness accounts, and personal testimonies provide primary material for historians, making
memory a crucial component in the construction of historical knowledge. The phrase "i think history is
memories" acknowledges that without memories, historical records would lack the human dimension
essential for meaningful interpretation.

Individual Memory Versus Collective Memory
Individual memory refers to the personal recollections of events and experiences unique to each
person. These memories are susceptible to alteration, distortion, and forgetting over time. Collective
memory, however, represents the shared pool of information and interpretations held by a community
or society. It is often institutionalized through monuments, rituals, and education, ensuring that
certain memories endure beyond individual lifespans.



Memory as a Source of Historical Data
Historians rely on various forms of memory to reconstruct the past. Oral histories and eyewitness
narratives provide insights that may not be captured in written records. These memories help fill gaps
and offer perspectives that enrich historical accounts. However, the subjective nature of memory
necessitates careful analysis to distinguish fact from interpretation.

Collective Memory and Cultural Identity
Collective memory plays a pivotal role in shaping cultural identity by preserving the stories, values,
and experiences that define a community. Through shared memories, groups maintain a sense of
continuity and belonging, linking present generations to their ancestors. This process reinforces social
cohesion and provides frameworks for understanding collective experiences.

Mechanisms of Collective Memory
Communities employ various mechanisms to sustain collective memory, including commemorative
ceremonies, public monuments, literature, and education systems. These tools help transmit shared
memories, embedding them into the cultural fabric and influencing how history is remembered and
valued.

Impact on National and Ethnic Identities
National and ethnic identities are deeply informed by collective memories of historical events, such as
wars, migrations, and cultural achievements. These memories often become symbols of pride or
trauma, shaping group narratives and political discourse. Understanding this dynamic highlights why
“i think history is memories” reflects the interplay between past events and present identity.

The Role of Memory in Historical Interpretation
Memory is not only a repository of past experiences but also an active agent in interpreting history.
The way memories are framed and recalled influences historical narratives and the lessons drawn
from them. Different groups may remember the same event differently, leading to multiple
interpretations and contested histories.

Memory Bias and Selectivity
Memories are subject to bias, selectivity, and emotional influence, which can affect their accuracy.
Certain aspects of the past may be emphasized or downplayed depending on the needs and
perspectives of the remembering group. This selective memory shapes the historical record and often
reflects contemporary values and political agendas.



Memory and Historical Revisionism
Historical revisionism frequently involves re-examining collective memories to challenge established
narratives and uncover overlooked perspectives. This process is essential for a more comprehensive
understanding of history but can also provoke controversy when memories conflict. The phrase “i
think history is memories” underscores the fluid nature of historical interpretation influenced by
evolving collective recollections.

Memory Preservation and Cultural Heritage
Preserving memory is integral to maintaining cultural heritage, which encompasses tangible and
intangible elements passed down through generations. Cultural heritage ensures that memories
remain accessible and relevant, fostering continuity and respect for the past.

Methods of Memory Preservation
Various methods contribute to memory preservation, including:

Archiving documents, photographs, and artifacts

Oral history projects and recordings

Museums and cultural institutions

Festivals, rituals, and traditional practices

Educational curricula focusing on historical events

These approaches safeguard memories against loss and distortion, enabling future generations to
engage with their history meaningfully.

Memory in the Digital Age
Advancements in technology have transformed memory preservation, with digital archives and online
platforms providing new avenues for recording and sharing memories. While these tools increase
accessibility, they also raise questions about authenticity, permanence, and the management of
digital memory.

Challenges in Distinguishing Memory from History
Despite the close relationship between memory and history, distinguishing between them poses
significant challenges. Memories are inherently subjective, and historical scholarship strives for
objectivity, relying on critical analysis and corroboration. The tension between these aspects
complicates the process of constructing accurate historical narratives.



Memory Distortion and Mythmaking
Memory distortion occurs through processes such as forgetting, embellishment, and the influence of
collective myths. Over time, memories may become idealized or demonized, creating myths that
serve social or political purposes. These myths can obscure factual history and complicate efforts to
understand the past accurately.

The Historian’s Role in Navigating Memory
Historians must critically evaluate memories, corroborate them with evidence, and contextualize
them within broader historical frameworks. This methodological rigor helps balance respect for
memory’s importance with the need for factual accuracy. The recognition that “i think history is
memories” invites an ongoing dialogue between subjective recollection and objective inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'history is memories' mean?
The phrase 'history is memories' suggests that history is a collection of past events as remembered
and interpreted by people, emphasizing the subjective nature of historical narratives.

How reliable are memories in shaping our understanding of
history?
Memories can be subjective and sometimes inaccurate, as they are influenced by personal
perspectives, biases, and the passage of time, which means relying solely on memories can lead to
incomplete or distorted historical understanding.

Can history be considered purely objective if it is based on
memories?
No, because history often relies on memories which are inherently subjective, complete objectivity is
challenging; historians cross-reference multiple sources to approach a more balanced understanding.

In what ways do collective memories influence historical
accounts?
Collective memories shape historical accounts by reflecting shared experiences and cultural
narratives, which can reinforce certain viewpoints while marginalizing others, thereby influencing how
history is recorded and remembered.

How do historians differentiate between memory and



documented history?
Historians differentiate by verifying memories against primary sources such as documents, artifacts,
and other evidence to establish factual accuracy beyond personal or collective recollections.

Why is it important to question memories when studying
history?
Questioning memories is important because memories can be flawed or biased; critically evaluating
them helps ensure a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of historical events.

How do personal memories contribute to the writing of
history?
Personal memories offer valuable first-hand perspectives and details that enrich historical narratives,
but they must be corroborated with other evidence to ensure reliability.

What role do oral histories play in preserving memories as
history?
Oral histories capture personal and community memories that might not be recorded elsewhere,
preserving diverse perspectives and enriching the historical record.

Can memories change over time, and how does this affect
historical interpretation?
Yes, memories can change due to factors like time, emotion, and influence from others, which can
alter historical interpretation and create varying versions of the same event.

How can technology help in preserving memories as part of
history?
Technology enables the recording, archiving, and sharing of memories through digital media, making
it easier to preserve and access diverse historical accounts for future study.

Additional Resources
1. The Collective Memory: How History Shapes Our Identity
This book explores the concept of collective memory and how societies remember and interpret
historical events. It delves into the role of cultural narratives in shaping our understanding of the past
and influencing present identities. Through case studies from various cultures, it demonstrates how
history is not just recorded facts but shared memories.

2. Remembering the Past: History as a Living Memory
This work investigates the idea that history is more than a static record; it is a dynamic process of
remembering. The author argues that personal and communal memories play a crucial role in the



construction of historical knowledge. The book highlights the intersection of memory studies and
historiography.

3. Memory and History: Essays on Recollection and Remembrance
A collection of essays that examine the relationship between memory and history from philosophical,
psychological, and sociological perspectives. The contributors discuss how memory influences
historical interpretation and how history, in turn, shapes collective memory. It provides insight into
the complexities of remembering and forgetting.

4. The Past in Our Minds: Memory and Historical Consciousness
This book focuses on how individuals and societies develop historical consciousness through memory.
It explores the mechanisms by which memories of past events are preserved, altered, or lost over
time. The author also considers the implications of memory for identity formation and cultural
continuity.

5. History as Memory: The Politics of Remembering
Examining history through the lens of memory politics, this book discusses how different groups use
history to assert identity and power. It analyzes conflicts over historical narratives and the role of
memory in social and political movements. The text highlights the contested nature of history as a
form of collective memory.

6. Living History: Personal Memories and the Making of the Past
This book emphasizes the role of personal memories in shaping historical understanding. It includes
memoirs, oral histories, and autobiographical accounts that reveal how individual recollections
contribute to the broader historical record. The author argues that history is deeply intertwined with
personal memory.

7. The Memory of History: Stories We Tell Ourselves
This book explores the narratives societies create about their past and how these stories influence
collective memory. It discusses the role of myths, legends, and shared memories in constructing
historical identity. The author also addresses the tension between historical facts and memory-based
storytelling.

8. Reconstructing the Past: Memory, History, and Identity
This text investigates how memory and history interrelate in the process of identity formation. It
shows how historical events are reinterpreted through memory to serve contemporary needs and
perspectives. The book includes case studies from different cultures to illustrate these dynamics.

9. Echoes of Time: Memory and the Making of History
Focusing on the metaphor of echoes, this book illustrates how memories reverberate through time,
influencing historical narratives. It examines the transmission of memory across generations and its
impact on how history is recorded and remembered. The author provides a multidisciplinary approach
combining history, memory studies, and anthropology.
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  i think history is memories: Hermeneutics, History and Memory Philip Gardner, 2010-01-21
This book presents a novel contribution to topical academic debate, seeing the sceptical challenge as
an opportunity for reflection on history’s key processes and practices.
  i think history is memories: History and memory Geoffrey Cubitt, 2013-01-18 In recent
years, ‘memory’ has become a central, though also a controversial, concept in historical studies - a
term that denotes both a new and distinctive field of study and a fresh way of conceptualizing
history as a field of inquiry more generally. This book, which is aimed both at specialists and at
students, provides historians with an accessible and stimulating introduction to debates and theories
about memory, and to the range of approaches that have been taken to the study of it in history and
other disciplines Contributing in a wide-ranging way to debate on some of the central conceptual
problems of memory studies, the book explores the relationships between the individual and the
collective, between memory as survival and memory as reconstruction, between remembering as a
subjective experience and as a social or cultural practice, and between memory and history as
modes of retrospective knowledge.
  i think history is memories: Writing the History of Memory Stefan Berger, Bill Niven,
2014-02-13 How objective are our history books? This addition to the Writing History series
examines the critical role that memory plays in the writing of history. This book includes: - Essays
from an international team of historians, bringing together analysis of forms of public history such as
museums, exhibitions, memorials and speeches - Coverage of the ancient world to the present, on
topics such as oral history and generational and collective memory - Two key case studies on
Holocaust memorialisation and the memory of Communism
  i think history is memories: The Making of the "Rape of Nanking" : History and Memory in
Japan, China, and the United States Takashi Yoshida Assistant Professor of History Western
Michigan University, 2006-02-24 On December 13, 1937, the Japanese army attacked and captured
the Chinese capital city of Nanjing, planting the rising-sun flag atop the city's outer walls. What
occurred in the ensuing weeks and months has been the source of a tempestuous debate ever since.
It is well known that the Japanese military committed wholesale atrocities after the fall of the city,
massacring large numbers of Chinese during the both the Battle of Nanjing and in its aftermath. Yet
the exact details of the war crimes--how many people were killed during the battle? How many after?
How many women were raped? Were prisoners executed? How unspeakable were the acts
committed?--are the source of controversy among Japanese, Chinese, and American historians to this
day. In The Making of the Rape of Nanking Takashi Yoshida examines how views of the Nanjing
Massacre have evolved in history writing and public memory in Japan, China, and the United States.
For these nations, the question of how to treat the legacy of Nanjing--whether to deplore it, sanitize
it, rationalize it, or even ignore it--has aroused passions revolving around ethics, nationality, and
historical identity. Drawing on a rich analysis of Chinese, Japanese, and American history textbooks
and newspapers, Yoshida traces the evolving--and often conflicting--understandings of the Nanjing
Massacre, revealing how changing social and political environments have influenced the debate.
Yoshida suggests that, from the 1970s on, the dispute over Nanjing has become more lively, more
globalized, and immeasurably more intense, due in part to Japanese revisionist history and a
renewed emphasis on patriotic education in China. While today it is easy to assume that the Nanjing
Massacre has always been viewed as an emblem of Japan's wartime aggression in China, the image
of the Rape of Nanking is a much more recent icon in public consciousness. Takashi Yoshida
analyzes the process by which the Nanjing Massacre has become an international symbol, and
provides a fair and respectful treatment of the politically charged and controversial debate over its
history.
  i think history is memories: Memory, History, Nation Susannah Radstone, 2017-09-04 In
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the last decade, a focus on memory in the human sciences has encouraged new approaches to the
study of the past. As the humanities and social sciences have put into question their own claims to
objectivity, authority, and universality, memory has appeared to offer a way of engaging with
knowledge of the past as inevitably partial, subjective, and local. At the same time, memory and
memorial practices have become sites of contestation, and the politics of memory are increasingly
prominent. This inter-disciplinary volume demonstrates, from a range of perspectives, the complex
cultural work and struggles over meaning that lie at the heart of what we call memory.The chapters
in this volume offer a complex awareness of the workings of memory, and the ways in which
different or changing histories may be explained. They explore the relation between individual and
social memory, between real and imaginary, event and fantasy, history and myth. Contradictory
accounts, or memories in direct contradiction to the historical record are not always the sign of a
repressive authority attempting to cover something up. The tension between memory as a safeguard
against attempts to silence dissenting voices, and memory's own implication in that silencing, runs
throughout the book. Topics covered range from the Basque country to Cambodia, from Hungary to
South Africa, from the Finnish Civil War to the cult Jim Jarmusch movie Dead Man, from the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame to Australia. Part I, Transforming Memory is concerned primarily with the
social and personal transmission of memory across time and generations. Part II, Remembering
Suffering: Trauma and History, brings the after-effects of catastrophe to the fore. Part III, Patterning
the National Past, the relation between nation and memory is the central issue. Part IV, And Then
Silence, reflects on the complex and multiple meaning of silence and oblivion, wherein amnesia is
often used as a figure for the denial of shamefu
  i think history is memories: Image, History and Memory Michał Haake, Piotr Juszkiewicz,
2022-02-22 This book discusses the active relationship among the mechanics of memory, visual
practices, and historical narratives. Reflection on memory and its ties with historical narratives
cannot be separated from reflection on the visual and the image as its points of reference which
function in time. This volume addresses precisely that temporal aspect of the image, without
reducing it to a neutral trace of the past, a mnemotechnical support of memory. As a
commemorative device, the image fixes, structures, and crystalizes memory, turning the view of the
past into myth. It may, however, also stimulate, transform, and update memory, functioning as a
matrix of interpretation and understanding the past. The book questions whether the functioning of
the visual matrices of memory can be related to a particular historical and geographical scope, that
is, to Central and Eastern Europe, and whether it is possible to find their origin and decide if they
are just local and regional or perhaps also Western European and universal. It focuses on the artistic
reflection on time and history, in the reconstructions of memory due to change of frontiers and
political regimes, as well as endeavours to impose some specific political structure on territories
which were complex and mixed in terms of national identity, religion and social composition. The
volume is ideal for students and scholars of memory studies, history and visual studies.
  i think history is memories: History and Memory after Auschwitz Dominick LaCapra,
2018-09-05 The relations between memory and history have recently become a subject of contention,
and the implications of that debate are particularly troubling for aesthetic, ethical, and political
issues. Dominick LaCapra focuses on the interactions among history, memory, and ethicopolitical
concerns as they emerge in the aftermath of the Shoah. Particularly notable are his analyses of
Albert Camus's novella The Fall, Claude Lanzmann's film Shoah, and Art Spiegelman's comic book
Maus. LaCapra also considers the Historians' Debate in the aftermath of German reunification and
the role of psychoanalysis in historical understanding and critical theory. In six essays, LaCapra
addresses a series of related questions. Are there experiences whose traumatic nature blocks
understanding and disrupts memory while producing belated effects that have an impact on
attempts to address the past? Do some events present moral and representational issues even for
groups or individuals not directly involved in them? Do those more directly involved have special
responsibilities to the past and the way it is remembered in the present? Can or should
historiography define itself in a purely scholarly and professional way that distances it from public



memory and its ethical implications? Does art itself have a special responsibility with respect to
traumatic events that remain invested with value and emotion?
  i think history is memories: Memory and History in Argentine Popular Music Delia Pamela
Fuentes Korban, 2023-01-30 Memory and History in Argentine Popular Music examines Argentine
popular music of the 1990s and early 2000s that denounced, immortalized, and reflected on the
processes that led to the socioeconomic crisis that shook Argentine society at the end of 2001. It
draws upon the three most popular genres of the time—tango, rock chabón, and cumbia villera, a
form of cumbia from the shantytowns. The book analyzes lyrics from these three genres detailing
how they capture the feel of daily life and the changes that occurred under the neoliberal economic
model that ravaged the country throughout the ‘90s. The contention is that these are canciones con
historia, songs that depict historical events and tell personal stories. Therefore, the lyrics from all
three genres serve as accounts of historical events and social and economic changes, denouncing
the social inequalities caused by neoliberal economic policies. Furthermore, the book explores how
the process of remembering and forgetting takes place on the Internet. It examines how users
navigate video-sharing portals and use music to create “virtual sites of memory,” a term that extends
Winter’s conception of physical sites of memory to digital environments as virtual sites of
commemoration.
  i think history is memories: Memory, History, Forgetting Paul Ricoeur, 2024-05-31 A noted
philosopher examines the morality behind recognizing specific historical moments while leaving
equally important ones unacknowledged. Why do major historical events such as the Holocaust
occupy the forefront of the collective consciousness, while profound moments such as the Armenian
genocide, the McCarthy era, and France's role in North Africa stand distantly behind? Is it possible
that history overly remembers some events at the expense of others? A landmark work in
philosophy, Paul Ricoeur's Memory, History, Forgetting examines this reciprocal relationship
between remembering and forgetting, showing how it affects both the perception of historical
experience and the production of historical narrative. Memory, History, Forgetting, like its title, is
divided into three major sections. Ricoeur first takes a phenomenological approach to memory and
mnemonical devices. The underlying question here is how a memory of the present can be of
something absent, the past. The second section addresses work by historians by reopening the
question of the nature and truth of historical knowledge. Ricoeur explores whether historians, who
can write a history of memory, can truly break with all dependence on memory, including memories
that resist representation. The third and final section is a profound meditation on the necessity of
forgetting as a condition for the possibility of remembering, and whether there can be something
like happy forgetting in parallel to happy memory. Throughout the book there are careful and close
readings of the texts of Aristotle and Plato, of Descartes and Kant, and of Halbwachs and Pierre
Nora. A momentous achievement from one of the most significant philosophers of our age, Memory,
History, Forgetting furthers Ricoeur's reflections on ethics and the problems of responsibility and
representation.
  i think history is memories: History, Memory and Migration Irial Glynn, 2012-05-04 By
conversing with the main bodies of relevant literature from Migration Studies and Memory Studies,
this overview highlights how analysing memories can contribute to a better understanding of the
complexities of migrant incorporation. The chapters consider international case studies from
Europe, North America, Australia, Asia and the Middle East.
  i think history is memories: Memory, History, and Autobiography in Early Modern
Towns in East and West Vanessa Harding, Kōichi Watanabe, 2015-09-04 Between the sixteenth
and the nineteenth centuries, in both Western Europe and East Asia, towns and cities helped to
shape the individual consciousness, against the background of a more traditional society in which
collective values remained strong. Towns were centres of stimulus, challenge, and opportunity for
residents and visitors, and the identity of the town itself, its character and history, became a strong
theme in the formation of the individual. Writing and the circulation of texts played an important
part in this process. Towns created artefacts, rituals, and memories that embodied their history and



identity, but individuals positioned themselves and their families in the town histories as they wrote
them. The seven essays in this volume range in focus from Renaissance Venice to nineteenth-century
Edo (Tokyo), and from capital cities (Seoul, London) to provincial towns in France, England, and
Japan. They explore the interaction of self, family, and social group and the construction of collective
memory, examining autobiographies, letters and “exchange diaries”, family narratives, and urban
histories and collections. Together, they challenge the long-prevailing historiography that contrasts
the emergence of the individual in European societies with the persistently traditionalist and
collective character of East Asian societies in the Early Modern period.
  i think history is memories: The Collective Memory Reader Jeffrey K. Olick, Vered
Vinitzky-Seroussi, Daniel Levy, 2011 There are few terms or concepts that have, in the last twenty or
so years, rivaled collective memory for attention in the humanities and social sciences. Indeed, use
of the term has extended far beyond scholarship to the realm of politics and journalism, where it has
appeared in speeches at the centers of power and on the front pages of the world's leading
newspapers. The current efflorescence of interest in memory, however, is no mere passing fad: it is
a hallmark characteristic of our age and a crucial site for understanding our present social, political,
and cultural conditions. Scholars and others in numerous fields have thus employed the concept of
collective memory, sociological in origin, to guide their inquiries into diverse, though allegedly
connected, phenomena. Nevertheless, there remains a great deal of confusion about the meaning,
origin, and implication of the term and the field of inquiry it underwrites.The Collective Memory
Reader presents, organizes, and evaluates past work and contemporary contributions on the
questions raised under the rubric of collective memory. Combining seminal texts, hard-to-find
classics, previously untranslated references, and contemporary landmarks, it will serve as an
essential resource for teaching and research in the field. In addition, in both its selections as well as
in its editorial materials, it suggests a novel life-story for the field, one that appreciates recent
innovations but only against the background of a long history.In addition to its major editorial
introduction, which outlines a useful past for contemporary memory studies, The Collective Memory
Reader includes five sections - Precursors and Classics; History, Memory, and Identity; Power,
Politics, and Contestation; Media and Modes of Transmission; Memory, Justice, and the
Contemporary Epoch - comprising ninety-one texts. In addition to the essay introducing the entire
volume, a brief editorial essay introduces each of the sections, while brief capsules frame each of the
91 texts.
  i think history is memories: Media and Memory Joanne Garde-Hansen, 2011-06-29 Covers
the variety of complex ways that media engage with memory.
  i think history is memories: Memory, Place and Aboriginal-Settler History Skye
Krichauff, 2017-09-27 Taking the absence of Aboriginal people in South Australian settler
descendants’ historical consciousness as a starting point, 'Memory, Place and Aboriginal–Settler
History' combines the methodologies and theories of historical enquiry, anthropology and memory
studies to investigate the multitudinous and intertwined ways the colonial past is known,
represented and made sense of by current generations. Informed by interviews and fieldwork
conducted with settler and Aboriginal descendants, oral histories, site visits and personal
experience, Skye Krichauff closely examines the diverse but interconnected processes through
which the past is understood and narrated. 'Memory, Place and Aboriginal–Settler History'
demonstrates how it is possible to unsettle settler descendants’ consciousness of the colonial past in
ways that enable a tentative connection with Aboriginal people and their experiences.
  i think history is memories: The History of Forgetting Norman M. Klein, 2008-08-17 Los
Angeles is a city which has long thrived on the continual re-creation of own myth. In this
extraordinary and original work, Norman Klein examines the process of memory erasure in LA.
Using a provocative mixture of fact and fiction, the book takes us on an ‘anti-tour’ of downtown LA,
examines life for Vietnamese immigrants in the City of Dreams, imagines Walter Benjamin as a Los
Angeleno, and finally looks at the way information technology has recreated the city, turning
cyberspace into the last suburb. In this new edition, Norman Klein examines new models for erasure



in LA. He explores the evolution of the Latino majority, how the Pacific economy is changing the
structure of urban life, the impact of collapsing infrastructure in the city, and the restructuring of
those very districts that had been ‘forgotten’.
  i think history is memories: Documents on the Balkans – History, Memory, Identity Margit
Rohringer, 2020-06-01 This book explores historical discourses on the various forms of identity
production in film that are based on memory and shows how these narratives get 'mediated' by
(documentary) film. Most films about the Balkans produced in the last two decades were in fact
made in response to immediate concerns about the economic crises and political conflicts that struck
the region during the 1990s. These new forms of communication about history mostly show a rather
self-critical approach. The book's case studies give the reader a clear idea of how processes
informing identity formations are directly launched and later on maintained in peoples' real and
everyday lives. Thus, the case studies' principal objective is to integrate the study of 'private space'
with existing macro-debates in politics as well as with dominant discourses within the academic
community. The included case studies focus on several topics, i.e. migration, the reproduction and
protection of personal as well as collective identities in post-socialist societies, revolutionary
processes towards the official end of the Cold War, the (re-)creation of politically constructed
narratives, generational conflicts in the post-socialist period, and the fate of women during the war.
The multifaceted view of the region under focus in this study shows that common grounds and
differences co-exist in the Balkan space, be it on a cultural, economic, social or (geo)-political level.
Apart from the field of film studies, this work is a powerful contribution to cultural history as well as
to the growing field of visual history.
  i think history is memories: Official Report of Debates Council of Europe, Council of
Europe. Parliamentary Assembly, 1996-10-01
  i think history is memories: Memory and Cultural History of the Spanish Civil War ,
2013-10-02 The authors in this anthology explore how we are to rethink political and social
narratives of the Spanish Civil War at the turn of the twenty-first century. The questions addressed
here are based on a solid intellectual conviction of all the contributors to resist facile arguments
both on the Right and the Left, concerning the historical and collective memory of the Spanish Civil
War and the dictatorship in the milieu of post-transition to democracy. Central to a true democratic
historical narrative is the commitment to listening to the other experiences and the willingness to
rethink our present(s) in light of our past(s). The volume is divided in six parts: I. Institutional
Realms of Memory; II. Past Imperfect: Gender Archetypes in Retrospect; III. The Many Languages of
Domesticity; IV. Realms of Oblivion: Hunger, Repression, and Violence; V. Strangers to Ourselves:
Autobiographical Testimonies; and VI. The Orient Within: Myths of Hispano-Arabic Identity.
Contributors are Antonio Cazorla-Sánchez, Álex Bueno, Fernando Martínez López, Miguel Gómez
Oliver, Mary Ann Dellinger, Geoffrey Jensen, Paula A. de la Cruz-Fernández, María del Mar Logroño
Narbona, M. Cinta Ramblado Minero, Deirdre Finnerty, Victoria L. Enders, Pilar Domínguez Prats,
Sofia Rodríguez López, Óscar Rodríguez Barreira, Nerea Aresti, and Miren Llona. Listed by Choice
magazine as one of the Outstanding Academic Titles of 2014
  i think history is memories: History, Memory and Nostalgia in Literature and Culture
Regina Rudaitytė, 2018-07-27 The advent of the new age has alerted us to the conflicted nature of
historical memory which defined the 20th century while simultaneously assaulting us with new
historical upheavals that demand responsibility and critical consideration. As the historical text
bears traces of the writing subject, the element of deception is remarkable, meaning historical
memory easily lends itself to forgery and false and subjective projections. As such, how do we think
about the past, about history, about memory, and how does memory function? Is history an objective
account, a collection of dry, reliable facts? Is it an imaginative narrative, tinged with nostalgia, a
projection of our wishful thinking, the workings of our subjective perceptions and attitudes, our
states of mind? The essays in this volume focus on the relevance of the past to the present and
future in terms of the shifting attitudes to personal and collective experiences that have shaped
dominant Western critical discourses about history, memory, and nostalgia. The contributors here



take issue with the epistemological, hermeneutic, ethical, and aesthetic dimensions of the
representational practices through which we revisit and revise the meaning of the past.
  i think history is memories: Redemptive Memory Fran Leeper Buss, 2024-11-12 This powerful
last work by pioneering oral historian Fran Leeper Buss examines how painful memories of
traumatic experiences can be transformed into positive action for social good. In her more than 40
years gathering the life stories of working-class women, Buss found commonalities in the ways in
which her subjects faced structural inequalities of race, class, and gender, as well as sufferings
caused by poverty, child abuse, gun violence and war. Some of these women subsequently went on
to become participants and leaders in a variety of movements for social change. In this wide-ranging
book, Buss shows how her subjects employed storytelling, art, spirituality and other methods to
create sense and meaning from traumatic memories and then make positive contributions to
movements for labor rights, sanctuary for Central American refugees, gun violence prevention,
peace, and other causes. Buss also relates her own story of medical malpractice and disability and
discusses the work of historical and contemporary thinkers on the concepts underlying her ideas.
She provides unique and original insights into how women who have endured great trauma are able
to redeem their memories through communal action for a better world.
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