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i too by langston hughes analysis offers a profound insight into the themes of racial identity, resilience, and
hope within Langston Hughes’s iconic poem. This analysis explores the historical context, literary devices,
and thematic elements that contribute to the poem’s enduring significance in American literature. By
examining Hughes’s use of symbolism, tone, and structure, the article delves into how "I, Too" addresses
the African American experience and asserts a powerful vision of equality. The poem’s message of
optimism in the face of oppression resonates deeply, making it a cornerstone of Harlem Renaissance
literature and civil rights discourse. This comprehensive exploration also highlights the poem’s influence
on both contemporary and modern perspectives on race and identity. The following sections will guide
readers through a detailed breakdown of the poem’s background, themes, literary techniques, and its
lasting impact.

Historical and Social Context of "I, Too"

Themes and Messages in "I, Too"

Literary Devices and Structure

Symbolism and Imagery

Impact and Legacy of the Poem

Historical and Social Context of "I, Too"
The poem "I, Too" was written during the Harlem Renaissance, a critical period in the early 20th century
characterized by the flourishing of African American cultural, artistic, and intellectual expression. Langston
Hughes, as one of the central figures of this movement, used his poetry to address the systemic racism and
segregation that African Americans faced in the United States. The 1920s and 1930s were marked by the
Great Migration, where African Americans moved from the rural South to urban centers in the North in
search of better opportunities and social freedom. Despite these efforts, racial discrimination and inequality
persisted, which Hughes poignantly captures in his poem. "I, Too" serves as both a response to racial
exclusion and a declaration of the African American community’s inherent dignity and rightful place in
American society.



Langston Hughes and the Harlem Renaissance
Langston Hughes was a leading poet and social activist during the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural
movement that sought to redefine African American identity through art and literature. Hughes’s work
prominently featured themes of racial pride, resilience, and social justice. His poetry often challenged the
prevailing narratives of racial inferiority and instead celebrated the unique cultural contributions of Black
Americans. "I, Too" exemplifies this ethos by asserting the speaker’s identity and equality in the face of
oppression.

Racial Segregation and Discrimination in Early 20th Century America
The poem was written against the backdrop of Jim Crow laws, which enforced racial segregation and
disenfranchisement in the South and influenced social practices nationwide. African Americans were often
marginalized, denied basic civil rights, and excluded from mainstream society. Hughes’s poem
metaphorically addresses this exclusion by depicting the speaker being sent to eat in the kitchen when
company arrives—a powerful symbol of segregation and invisibility.

Themes and Messages in "I, Too"
The core themes within "I, Too" revolve around racial identity, resilience, equality, and hope. Hughes’s
poem conveys a strong message of self-worth and optimism, envisioning a future where racial
discrimination is overcome and African Americans are recognized as integral members of American society.
The poem is a statement of empowerment that challenges social injustice and envisions a unified nation.

Racial Identity and Pride
The poem affirms the speaker’s identity as an African American and insists on the recognition of Black
Americans within the national narrative. The repeated declaration “I, too” emphasizes inclusion and self-
assertion, positioning the speaker as an equal participant in the American experience. This theme promotes
racial pride and counters narratives that sought to marginalize Black voices.

Resilience and Resistance
Despite being oppressed and marginalized, the speaker exhibits strength and endurance. The poem reflects
resilience in the face of adversity, symbolized by the speaker’s calm confidence in claiming his rightful
place at the table. This theme underscores the determination of African Americans to resist social exclusion
and inequality through dignity and perseverance.



Hope and Future Equality
The closing lines of the poem express a hopeful vision of racial equality and justice. The speaker predicts a
time when the “company” will recognize him and feel ashamed of their past discrimination. This
anticipation of change conveys optimism for social progress and the eventual dismantling of segregation and
racism.

Literary Devices and Structure
Langston Hughes employs various literary techniques in "I, Too" to enhance the poem’s emotional impact
and convey its themes effectively. The poem’s concise structure, rhythmic flow, and use of repetition
contribute to its powerful message.

Use of Repetition
The phrase “I, too” is repeated at the beginning of the poem, reinforcing the speaker’s assertion of equality
and inclusion. This repetition creates a rhythmic emphasis that draws attention to the speaker’s identity and
claim to belonging. It also serves as a unifying motif throughout the poem.

Simple Yet Powerful Structure
The poem consists of five stanzas with a straightforward rhyme scheme and meter. This simplicity allows
Hughes to convey a profound message without elaborate language, making the poem accessible and
impactful. The structure mirrors the steady confidence of the speaker as he moves from exclusion to
hopeful inclusion.

Tone and Voice
The tone of "I, Too" is both defiant and hopeful. The speaker speaks with quiet confidence, calmly stating
his experience of exclusion and his belief in future recognition. The voice is personal yet representative,
symbolizing the collective voice of African Americans during the Harlem Renaissance and beyond.

Symbolism and Imagery
"I, Too" uses vivid symbolism and imagery to represent broader social realities and emotional experiences
related to race and identity in America. These literary elements deepen the reader’s understanding of the
poem’s message.



The Kitchen as a Symbol of Segregation
The kitchen in the poem symbolizes racial segregation and social exclusion. When the speaker is sent to eat
in the kitchen “when company comes,” it reflects how African Americans were marginalized and denied
full participation in society. This imagery captures the isolation imposed by systemic racism.

The Table as a Symbol of Equality
The table represents the inclusive society and the recognition of African Americans as equal members. The
speaker’s declaration that he “laugh[s],” “eat[s] well,” and “grow[s] strong” in the kitchen foreshadows his
eventual rightful place at the table, symbolizing the hope for racial integration and equality.

Light as a Metaphor for Visibility and Justice
The poem’s reference to “tomorrow” and the company’s eventual recognition of the speaker implies a
metaphorical light shining on the truth of racial equality. This light symbolizes justice, visibility, and the
dawn of a new era where discrimination is abolished.

Impact and Legacy of the Poem
"I, Too" has had a lasting impact on American literature and civil rights discourse. Its concise yet powerful
message continues to inspire movements for racial justice and equality. The poem’s legacy is evident in its
frequent inclusion in educational curricula and its influence on later generations of poets and activists.

Influence on Civil Rights Movement
The poem’s themes of equality and resilience resonated strongly during the Civil Rights Movement of the
1950s and 1960s. Activists and leaders drew on Hughes’s work to articulate the demand for social justice and
to foster a sense of pride and empowerment within the African American community.

Continued Relevance in Contemporary Society
Today, "I, Too" remains relevant as issues of racial inequality and social justice persist. The poem is often
cited in discussions about systemic racism, identity politics, and cultural representation. Its message
continues to inspire calls for inclusion and recognition across diverse communities.



Educational Importance
The poem is commonly studied in schools and universities as a critical piece of American literature. It
serves as an accessible entry point into discussions about race, history, and literature, encouraging students
to engage with complex social issues through poetic expression.

Historical and social significance

Themes of identity and hope

Effective use of literary devices

Symbolic imagery conveying racial realities

Enduring influence on literature and activism

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'I, Too' by Langston Hughes?
The central theme of 'I, Too' is racial equality and the assertion of African American identity and dignity in
the face of segregation and discrimination.

How does Langston Hughes use symbolism in 'I, Too'?
Hughes uses symbolism such as the 'kitchen' representing segregation and marginalization, and the 'table'
symbolizing inclusion and equality in society.

What is the tone of the poem 'I, Too' by Langston Hughes?
The tone of the poem is hopeful and assertive, expressing confidence in eventual racial equality and
recognition.

How does the structure of 'I, Too' contribute to its meaning?
The simple and concise structure, with short lines and stanzas, emphasizes the clarity and strength of the
speaker's message of resilience and hope.



Why does Langston Hughes say, 'I, too, sing America' in the poem?
Hughes asserts that African Americans are an integral part of America and deserve equal recognition and
rights, challenging the exclusion they face.

What is the significance of the line 'Tomorrow, I'll be at the table' in the
poem?
This line signifies hope for a future where African Americans will be fully included and respected in
society, symbolized by sitting at the table alongside others.

How does 'I, Too' reflect the Harlem Renaissance ideals?
'I, Too' reflects Harlem Renaissance ideals by promoting black pride, cultural identity, and the fight against
racial injustice through artistic expression.

What literary devices are prominent in 'I, Too'?
Prominent literary devices include symbolism, repetition, metaphor, and imagery, all used to convey
themes of racial pride and hope.

How does the poem 'I, Too' challenge racial segregation?
The poem challenges segregation by asserting that African Americans are equally American and will no
longer accept being treated as inferior or excluded.

What message does Langston Hughes convey about the future in 'I, Too'?
Hughes conveys an optimistic message that racial discrimination will end, and African Americans will
achieve equality and recognition in the future.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Langston Hughes: A Reader’s Guide to His Poetry and Prose
This book offers an in-depth exploration of Langston Hughes’ works, including a detailed analysis of “I,
Too.” It examines the themes of racial identity, resilience, and hope that define Hughes' poetry. The guide
provides historical context and critical interpretations that enhance the reader’s appreciation of Hughes’
literary contributions.

2. The Harlem Renaissance and Its Legacy
Focusing on the cultural movement that shaped Langston Hughes’ writing, this book explores the Harlem
Renaissance’s influence on African American literature. It includes chapters dedicated to Hughes’ poems,



with “I, Too” highlighted as a powerful statement of racial pride and defiance. The work situates Hughes
within the broader social and political currents of his time.

3. Voices of Freedom: African American Poetry and the Struggle for Equality
This anthology and analysis delve into poetry that addresses themes of freedom, justice, and equality.
Langston Hughes’ “I, Too” is featured prominently as a seminal piece expressing the black experience in
America. The commentary discusses the poem’s enduring relevance and its role in the fight against racial
discrimination.

4. Langston Hughes and the Art of Protest
This critical study focuses on Hughes’ role as a poet of social change and protest. It examines how “I, Too”
functions as a subtle yet powerful protest against segregation and racism. The book provides a close reading
of Hughes’ poetic techniques and his engagement with issues of civil rights.

5. Poetry as Resistance: African American Voices from Slavery to Civil Rights
Tracing the history of African American poetry, this book highlights how poets like Langston Hughes used
their craft to resist oppression. “I, Too” is analyzed as a confident assertion of black identity and an optimistic
vision of integration and equality. The book contextualizes Hughes’ work alongside other influential poets.

6. Langston Hughes: A Biography and Critical Study
This comprehensive biography offers insight into Hughes’ life and the experiences that shaped his poetry.
It includes a chapter dedicated to “I, Too,” exploring its autobiographical elements and its place within
Hughes’ broader oeuvre. The study also discusses Hughes’ impact on American literature and culture.

7. The Power of Identity in Langston Hughes’ Poetry
Focusing on themes of identity, this book investigates how Hughes explores the complexities of African
American selfhood. “I, Too” is examined as a declaration of dignity and a refusal to be marginalized. The
analysis highlights Hughes’ skillful use of language to convey pride and hope.

8. Race, Equality, and American Poetry: From Whitman to Hughes
This work traces the evolution of racial themes in American poetry, culminating with Langston Hughes’
contributions. “I, Too” is presented as a key text that challenges the exclusion of black voices from the
national narrative. The book explores how Hughes redefines American identity through his poetry.

9. Interpreting Langston Hughes: Essays on the Poet and His Work
A collection of scholarly essays, this book provides multiple perspectives on Hughes’ poetry, including “I,
Too.” Contributors analyze the poem’s symbolism, historical significance, and emotional impact. The
anthology offers readers a rich understanding of Hughes’ artistic legacy and the social issues he addressed.
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  i too by langston hughes analysis: A Study Guide for Langston Hughes's "I, Too" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Langston Hughes's I, Too, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Analysis and Assessment, 1940-1979 Cary D. Wintz, 1996
Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as
theater, beginning with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare
Company production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship
debate.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: I, Too by Langston Hughes: The Poem Langston Hughes,
2023 This resource offers a print version of the poem to use for the analysis and exploration of
Langston Hughes's 'I, Too'.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: The Life of Langston Hughes Arnold Rampersad,
2002-01-10 The second volume in this biography finds Langston Hughes rooting himself in Harlem,
receiving stimulation from his rich cultural surroundings. Here he rethought his view of art and
radicalism and cultivated relationships with younger, more militant writers such as Richard Wright
and Ralph Ellison.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Modern and Contemporary American Literature María
Magdalena GARCÍA LORENZO, Ana Isabel ZAMORANO RUEDA, 2013-02-06 Dirigido a estudiantes
de la UNED para la asignatura Literatura Norteamericana y Contemporanea del grado Estudios
Ingleses: Lengua, Literatura y Cultura. Ofrece un recorrido por la vida de los autores, las
preocupaciones del siglo XX en la literatura americana y presta principal atención al modernismo y
al posmodernismo como grandes momentos culturales.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Analysis and Assessment, 1980-1994 Cary D. Wintz,
1996 Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as
theater, beginning with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare
Company production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship
debate.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Pronouns in Literature Alison Gibbons, Andrea Macrae,
2018-01-04 This edited collection brings together an international, interdisciplinary group of
scholars who together offer cutting-edge insights into the complex roles, functions, and effects of
pronouns in literary texts. The book engages with a range of text-types, including poetry, drama, and
prose from different periods and regions, in English and in translation. Beginning with analyses of
the first-person pronoun, it moves onto studies of the subject dynamics of first- and second-person,
before considering plural modes of narration and how pronoun use can help to disperse narrative
perspective. The volume then debates the functional constraints of pronouns in fictional contexts
and finally reflects upon the theoretical advancements presented in the collection. This innovative
volume will appeal to students and scholars of linguistics, stylistics and cognitive poetics,
narratology, theoretical and applied linguistics, psychology and literary criticism.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Poetry: A Deeper Look Pasquale De Marco, Poetry: A
Deeper Look is an exploration of the diverse and captivating world of poetry. This comprehensive
guide delves into the rich history of poetry, from its ancient origins to its modern manifestations,
showcasing the evolution of poetic forms, styles, and themes. With insightful analysis and engaging
storytelling, the book invites readers to discover the beauty and power of language as poets
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throughout the ages have used it to express their innermost thoughts, emotions, and observations of
the world around them. Through close readings of iconic poems, readers will gain a deeper
understanding of poetic devices, techniques, and structures, enhancing their appreciation for the
craft and artistry of poetry. The book also explores the role of poetry in society and culture,
examining how poets have used their words to influence political and social movements, challenge
norms, and connect people from all walks of life. It delves into the challenges of translating poetry
from one language to another, highlighting the importance of preserving the cultural context and
nuances of the original work. Furthermore, the book examines the relationship between poetry and
other art forms, such as music, visual arts, and theater, exploring how poets have collaborated with
artists from other disciplines to create powerful and evocative works that transcend the boundaries
of genre. Whether you are a seasoned poetry enthusiast or just beginning your journey into the
world of verse, Poetry: A Deeper Look is an essential companion. With its comprehensive coverage
of poetic forms, techniques, and themes, this book offers a deeper appreciation for the art of poetry
and its enduring impact on our lives. If you like this book, write a review!
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Close Reading with Paired Texts Secondary Lori Oczkus,
Timothy Rasinski, 2018-05-01 Engage students in complex literary strategies as they dive into
exploring rich pairs of fiction and nonfiction texts. Written by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, this
resource brings together two key strategies from the Common Core State Standards: close reading
of paired texts. It provides teachers with the opportunity to use close reading strategies, reciprocal
teaching, paired fiction/nonfiction texts, text sets, text-dependent questions, and hands-on activities.
It includes 12 units across 4 content areas: language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
Key differentiation strategies used in today's classrooms are provided including open-ended tasks
and activities strong for multiple intelligences, and each unit includes text-dependent assessment for
each text type. Aligned to McREL and Common Core State Standards, this resource prepares
students for college and career.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Multimodal Composing in K-16 ESL and EFL Education
Dong-shin Shin, Tony Cimasko, Youngjoo Yi, 2021-05-03 This book offers a comprehensive view of
multimodal composing and literacies in multilingual contexts for ESL and EFL education in United
States of America and globally. It illustrates the current state of multimodal composing and
literacies, with an emphasis on English learners' language and literacy development. The book
addresses issues concerning multilinguals' multimodal composing and reflects on what the nexus of
multimodality, writing development, and multilingual education entails for future research. It
provides research-driven and practice-oriented perspectives of multilinguals' multimodal composing,
drawing on empirical data from classroom contexts to elucidate aspects of multimodal composing
from a range of theoretical perspectives such as multiliteracies, systemic functional linguistics, and
social semiotics. This book bridges the gap among theory, research, and practice in TESOL and
applied linguistics. It serves as a useful resource for scholars and teacher educators in the areas of
applied linguistics, second language studies, TESOL, and language education.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: The Handbook of Applied Linguistics Alan Davies,
Catherine Elder, 2008-04-15 The Handbook of Applied Linguistics is a collection of newly
commissioned articles that provide a comprehensive and up-to-date picture of the field of Applied
Linguistics. Provides a comprehensive and current picture of the field of Applied Linguistics.
Contains 32 newly commissioned articles that examine both the applications of linguistics to
language data and the use of real world language to ameliorate social problems. Valuable resource
for students and researchers in applied linguistics, language teaching, and second language
acquisition. Presents applied linguistics as an independent discipline that unifies practical
experience and theoretical understanding of language development and language in use.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Performing Ethnicity, Performing Gender Bettina
Hofmann, Monika Mueller, 2016-09-01 Performance and performativity are important terms for a
theorization of gender and race/ethnicity as constitutive of identity. This collection reflects the
ubiquity, diversity, and (historical) locatedness of ethnicity and gender by presenting contributions



by an array of international scholars who focus on the representation of these crucial categories of
identity across various media, including literature, film, documentary, and (music) video
performance. The first section, Political Agency, stresses instances where the performance of
ethnicity/gender ultimately aims at a liberating effect leading to more autonomy. The second section,
Diasporic Belonging, explores the different kinds of negotiations of ethnic performances in
multi-ethnic contexts. The third part, Performances of Ethnicity and Gender scrutinizes instances of
the combined performance of ethnicity and gender in novels, films, and musical performances. The
last section Cross-Ethnic Traffic contains a number of contributions that are concerned with
attempts at crossing over from one ethnicity into another by way of performance.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Writing Jazz Nicholas M. Evans, 2015-12-22 This study
examines how early writers of jazz criticism (such as Gilbert Seldes and Carl Van Vechten) and
literature (F. Scott Fitzgerald and Langston Hughes)--as well as jazz performers and composers
(such as Al Jolson, Sophie Tucker, and George Gershwin)--associated the music directly with
questions about identity (racial, ethnic, national, gendered, and sexual) and with historical
developments like industrialization. Going beyond the study of melody, harmony, and rhythm, this
book's interdisciplinary approach takes seriously the cultural beliefs about jazz that inspired
interracial contact, moralistic panic, bohemian slumming, visions of American democracy, and much
more. Detailed textual analysis of fiction, nonfiction, film, and musical performance illustrates the
complexity of these cultural beliefs in the 1920s and also shows their survival to the present day. In
part, jazz absorbed the U.S. cultural imagination due to the nineteenth-century artistic search for
music that would define the national character. To the chagrin of Anglo-Saxon nativists, jazz
ascended as an exemplar of cultural hybridity and pluralism. The writers and entertainers studied in
this volume--most of whom were minorities of Jewish Irish or African heritage--hailed the new social
possibilities that they heard and felt in jazz. Yet most of them also qualified their enthusiasm by
remaining wary of both the seductions of jazz's commercialization and the loss of ethnic identity in
the melting pot.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Challenging Common Core Language Arts Lessons Clg Of
William And Mary/Ctr Gift Ed, 2021-09-03 This book, from the Center for Gifted Education at
William & Mary, provides gifted and advanced learners challenging activities to master and engage
with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts through four mini units. Each
mini unit is packed with activities that enrich and extend grade-level ELA content for grade 6.
Included texts have messages and characters that are developmentally suitable for students.
Through higher order reasoning questions, resulting discussions, and student-created products
associated with these texts, gifted and advanced students' needs are met while still maintaining
messages and characters to which students can relate. Students will be exposed to themes such as
learning from life experiences, community, cultural identity and history, and adversity. Each theme
was chosen with advanced sixth-grade students in mind and their emerging need to learn more
about themselves, their world, and how to work through adversity to accomplish their goals. Grade 6
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Celebrating Poetry Across the K-12 Curriculum
Napoli, Mary, Day, Deanna, Ward, Barbara A., 2025-07-16 Poetry provides opportunities to explore
the universal and common experiences that connect us as human beings. When teachers infuse
poetry into their classroom, it can foster compassion, develop interdisciplinary connections, and
support literacy instruction. However, not all teachers use poetry in their classroom either because
they are not aware of the value of poetry or because they have not had positive experiences with
poetry. Given the importance of sharing poetry with today’s youth, educators must feel confident in
evaluating well-written poetry and how to weave poetry from award-winning poets to support
interdisciplinary connections. Celebrating Poetry Across the K-12 Curriculum aims to ensure that
poetry for children is not neglected as part of the curriculum, and to help educators feel more
confident in their understanding of children’s poetry, its relevance to children’s lives, and its
importance to supporting pedagogical connections. Featuring interviews with well-known poets, this
resource also showcases the latest pedagogical and scholarly research supporting the integration of



poetry in the K-12 classroom. Covering topics such as science content, romanticism, and diversity
recognition, this book is an excellent resource for educators, classroom teachers, literacy specialists,
librarians, professionals, researchers, scholar, academicians, and more.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Right Out of California Kathryn S. Olmsted, 2015 In a
major reassessment of modern conservatism, noted historian Kathryn S. Olmsted reexamines the
explosive labor disputes in the agricultural fields of Depression-era California, the cauldron that
inspired a generation of artists and writers and that triggered the intervention of FDR's New Deal.
Right Out of California tells how this brief moment of upheaval terrified business leaders into
rethinking their relationship to American politics--a narrative that pits a ruthless generation of
growers against a passionate cast of reformers, writers, and revolutionaries. Olmsted reveals how
California's businessmen learned the language of populism with the help of allies in the media and
entertainment industries, and in the process created a new style of politics: corporate funding of
grassroots groups, military-style intelligence gathering against political enemies, professional
campaign consultants, and alliances between religious and economic conservatives. The business
leaders who battled for the hearts and minds of Depression-era California, moreover, would go on to
create the organizations that launched the careers of Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan. A riveting
history in its own right, Right Out of California is also a vital chapter in our nation's political
transformation whose echoes are still felt today.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: I, Too, Am America Theresa A. Singleton, 1999 The
moral mission archaeology set in motion by black activists in the 1960s and 1970s sought to tell the
story of Americans, particularly African Americans, forgotten by the written record. Today, the
archaeological study of African-American life is no longer simply an effort to capture unrecorded
aspects of black history or to exhume the heritage of a neglected community. Archaeologists now
recognize that one cannot fully comprehend the European colonial experience in the Americas
without understanding its African counterpart. This collection of essays reflects and extends the
broad spectrum of scholarship arising from this expanded definition of African-American
archaeology, treating such issues as the analysis and representation of cultural identity, race,
gender, and class; cultural interaction and change; relations of power and domination; and the
sociopolitics of archaeological practice. I, Too, Am America expands African-American archaeology
into an inclusive historical vision and identifies promising areas for future study.
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Opportunity , 1932
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Children's Literature in the Elementary School
Charlotte S. Huck, 1997
  i too by langston hughes analysis: Visualizing Haiti in U.S. Culture, 1910–1950 Lindsay J
Twa, 2014-05-28 From the 1910s until the 1950s the Caribbean nation of Haiti drew the attention of
many U.S. literary and artistic luminaries, yet while significant studies have been published on
Haiti's history, none analyze visual representations with any depth. This book argues that choosing
Haiti as subject matter was a highly charged decision by American artists to use their artwork to
engage racial, social, and political issues. Twa scrutinizes photographs, illustrations, paintings, and
theatre as well as textual and archival sources.
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