
ib command terms history
ib command terms history are essential components of the International Baccalaureate
(IB) curriculum, specifically designed to guide students in understanding assessment
expectations in history courses. These command terms provide clear instructions on how
students should approach exam questions, essays, and other assessments. Understanding
the evolution and application of IB command terms in history is crucial for both educators
and students to maximize learning outcomes and exam performance. This article explores
the origin, development, and significance of IB command terms in history, detailing how
they shape learning and assessment. Additionally, it outlines common command terms,
their meanings, and practical examples within the history curriculum. The discussion
concludes with strategies for effectively mastering these terms to excel in IB history exams.

Origins and Development of IB Command Terms in History

Significance of IB Command Terms in History Education

Common IB History Command Terms and Their Meanings

Application of Command Terms in IB History Assessments

Strategies for Mastering IB Command Terms in History

Origins and Development of IB Command Terms
in History
The IB command terms in history have their roots in the broader International
Baccalaureate framework, which was established in the late 1960s with the aim of creating
a challenging and internationally recognized curriculum. Command terms were introduced
as a means to standardize the language used in assessment questions, ensuring clarity and
fairness across different subjects, including history. Over time, the IB organization refined
these terms to reflect evolving educational objectives and to better align with assessment
criteria.

Initially, IB command terms were simple verbs such as "describe," "explain," and
"compare," but with the development of the curriculum, they expanded to cover a wider
array of cognitive skills. The history course, in particular, required command terms that
encouraged critical thinking, analysis, and evaluation of sources and historical events.
These terms have been regularly reviewed and updated in IB curriculum guides to maintain
relevance and clarity for students worldwide.



Significance of IB Command Terms in History
Education
IB command terms play a pivotal role in history education by guiding students on how to
approach different types of questions and tasks. They help clarify the depth and scope of
responses that are expected, which is essential in a subject that demands analytical and
evaluative skills. By mastering these terms, students can better interpret exam questions
and tailor their answers to meet the assessment objectives effectively.

Furthermore, command terms foster higher-order thinking skills such as synthesis,
evaluation, and critical analysis, which are integral to the IB learner profile. They also
support uniformity in grading by providing examiners with clear indicators of what
constitutes an adequate response. In this way, IB command terms contribute to both
teaching methodologies and assessment fairness within the history curriculum.

Common IB History Command Terms and Their
Meanings
Understanding the specific meanings of IB command terms is fundamental for success in
history assessments. Each term specifies the nature of the task and the level of detail
required in the answer. Below is a list of commonly used IB command terms in history along
with their definitions:

Describe: Give a detailed account of the topic without analysis.

Explain: Provide reasons or causes to clarify a historical event or development.

Compare: Identify similarities and/or differences between two or more historical
events or phenomena.

Analyze: Break down information into parts and examine relationships and meanings.

Evaluate: Assess the strengths and limitations of a historical argument or source.

Discuss: Present various perspectives on a topic, supported by evidence.

Outline: Give a brief summary or overview of the main points.

To what extent: Assess the degree to which a statement or argument is true,
supported by evidence.

These terms are carefully chosen to reflect the cognitive demands of the IB history course,
encouraging students to move beyond mere memorization of facts toward deeper
understanding and critical engagement with historical material.



Application of Command Terms in IB History
Assessments
IB command terms are integral to the structure and expectations of history assessments,
including internal assessments, papers, and exams. Each command term signals the kind of
response students must formulate, influencing how they organize their knowledge and
arguments. For example, an essay prompt beginning with "Evaluate" requires a balanced
judgment with supporting evidence, whereas a "Describe" question calls for factual
recounting of events.

Teachers use command terms to design lesson objectives and formative assessments that
build the necessary skills progressively. Students learn to identify command terms in
questions to anticipate the required depth and style of their responses. This understanding
is critical during timed exams where clarity and precision can significantly impact scores.

Moreover, IB history examiners use command terms as benchmarks for marking criteria,
ensuring consistency in evaluating student work globally. By aligning study practices with
command terms, students can enhance their ability to meet the IB’s rigorous academic
standards effectively.

Strategies for Mastering IB Command Terms in
History
Effective mastery of IB command terms in history requires deliberate practice and strategic
study approaches. Below are key strategies to help students internalize and apply these
terms confidently:

Familiarize with Definitions: Regularly review the official IB command term1.
glossary specific to history to understand exact meanings.

Practice Past Exam Questions: Apply command terms to past IB history questions2.
to learn how they guide the response structure.

Use Command Terms in Writing: Incorporate command terms explicitly in practice3.
essays to develop focused and relevant answers.

Analyze Markschemes: Study examiner reports and markschemes to see how4.
command terms influence grading.

Peer Review and Feedback: Exchange essays with peers to evaluate whether5.
responses meet the command term requirements.

Link to Historical Skills: Connect command terms with skills such as source6.
analysis, argument development, and synthesis.

By embedding these strategies into their study routine, students enhance their
comprehension and execution of IB command terms, thereby improving their performance
in history assessments.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are IB command terms in history?
IB command terms in history are specific action words used in exam questions that direct
students on how to approach their answers, such as 'analyze', 'compare', 'evaluate', and
'describe'.

Why are IB command terms important in history exams?
IB command terms are important because they help students understand the required
depth and style of their responses, ensuring they address the question appropriately and
meet assessment criteria.

Can you give examples of common IB command terms
used in history?
Common IB command terms in history include 'analyze' (examine in detail), 'compare'
(identify similarities and differences), 'evaluate' (make a judgment based on criteria), and
'describe' (give details about a topic).

How should students approach the command term
'analyze' in IB history?
When asked to 'analyze', students should break down information into components,
examine relationships, causes, and effects, and provide a detailed explanation supported
by evidence.

What is the difference between 'compare' and 'contrast'
in IB history command terms?
'Compare' requires identifying both similarities and differences between two or more items,
while 'contrast' focuses solely on the differences.

How can understanding IB command terms improve
history essay writing?
Understanding IB command terms helps students tailor their essays to address the question
precisely, use appropriate analytical skills, and meet the expectations for higher marks in
history assessments.

Where can students find a list of IB command terms for
history?
Students can find lists of IB command terms in the official IB History guide, on the IB
website, or through various IB revision resources and textbooks dedicated to IB history.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering IB History Command Terms
This comprehensive guide breaks down the essential command terms used in the IB History
curriculum. It offers clear definitions, examples, and practice questions to help students
understand how to effectively respond to exam prompts. The book is ideal for enhancing
essay-writing skills and improving exam performance.

2. IB History: Understanding Command Terms for Success
Designed specifically for IB students, this book focuses on decoding command terms such
as "analyze," "evaluate," and "compare." It provides strategies to tackle different types of
questions and offers annotated sample answers to illustrate best practices. This resource is
invaluable for gaining confidence in answering IB History paper questions.

3. Command Terms and Critical Thinking in IB History
This title explores the relationship between IB command terms and critical thinking skills. It
guides students through the process of interpreting questions and constructing well-
reasoned, evidence-based arguments. The book includes exercises that encourage deeper
engagement with historical sources and concepts.

4. IB History Command Terms Explained: A Student’s Guide
An accessible and student-friendly resource, this book explains each IB History command
term in detail. It breaks down complex terms into manageable parts and links them to
practical examples from past exam questions. The guide also offers tips on time
management and structuring answers.

5. Effective Writing for IB History: Command Terms Focus
This book emphasizes the writing techniques needed to respond to IB History command
terms effectively. It covers how to plan essays, use evidence persuasively, and maintain
clarity and coherence throughout. Sample essays demonstrate how to meet the
expectations of different command terms.

6. IB History Paper 1 and 2 Command Terms Workbook
A workbook format that provides targeted practice on command terms for IB History Papers
1 and 2. Each section includes definitions, examples, and exercises that simulate exam
conditions. The book encourages self-assessment with answer keys and detailed
explanations.

7. Analyzing Command Terms in IB History HL and SL
This book caters to both Higher Level and Standard Level IB History students, focusing on
the nuances of command terms across different levels. It highlights the variations in depth
and complexity expected in responses and offers tailored advice for each level.

8. IB History Command Terms: A Teacher’s Companion
Written for educators, this book provides insights into teaching IB History command terms
effectively. It includes lesson plans, classroom activities, and assessment rubrics designed
to help students master command term usage. The resource supports differentiated
instruction to meet diverse learner needs.

9. Command Terms and Historical Inquiry in IB History
This book links IB command terms to the broader practice of historical inquiry, emphasizing



skills such as sourcing, contextualization, and interpretation. It encourages students to
think like historians when responding to questions, fostering a deeper understanding of the
subject. Practical exercises help develop analytical and evaluative skills aligned with IB
assessment criteria.
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大学一学期，每周上课一小时的
想成为IB/Alevel/AP等国际项目的老师应该如何准备？ - 知乎 想成为IB/Alevel/AP等国际项目的老师应该如何准备？ bg：欧洲某还不错的学校商科大一（高中非国际
项目）gpa年级3%左右 雅思目前八分 请问以后回国想成为business/econ/acct方向的老
国际学校IB课程多少分算优秀？ - 知乎 IB课程 多少分算优秀? IB课程总分为45分。其中六个基础学科每科满分为7分，4分为及格，总分为42分;加3门核心课 (TOK 、
CAS课程 和 论文 )，合格计3分。因此IB课程的总分是45分。想要
IB和A level分别有什么利弊? - 知乎 你好，刚好我们也写了一篇关于IB与AL课程该如何选择的文章， 希望可以帮助到你。 国际文凭（IB）与英国高考课程（GCE A-
Level, AL）是两个备受国际认可的高中课程。不少学生和家
ib课程你们是怎么选课的？ - 知乎 1.IBDP选课基本规则 IB文凭由六大学科组、EE&TOK以及CAS三个大部分组成，其中后两项是全部必修，六大学科组则需要每组选一门
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