ib history ia example

ib history ia example essays are an essential part of the International Baccalaureate (IB) History
course, offering students a unique opportunity to conduct independent research and develop critical
analytical skills. This article explores how to approach the IB History Internal Assessment (IA) by
examining a comprehensive ib history ia example. Understanding what constitutes a strong IA can
significantly enhance a student's performance by clarifying expectations and providing practical
guidance. Key elements such as topic selection, research question formulation, source analysis, and
structuring the investigation are discussed in detail. Additionally, strategies for achieving high marks
and avoiding common pitfalls are highlighted. This guide is designed to assist IB History students in
producing a well-crafted, evidence-based IA that meets the rigorous standards set by the IB
curriculum. The following sections will cover the definition and purpose of the IA, step-by-step

guidance on writing an effective investigation, and a detailed example to illustrate best practices.

e Understanding the IB History IA

¢ Choosing a Research Question

e Conducting Research and Source Selection
e Structuring the IB History 1A

¢ Analyzing an IB History IA Example

e Tips for Writing a Successful History 1A



Understanding the IB History 1A

The IB History Internal Assessment is a compulsory component of the IB Diploma Programme's
History course, designed to evaluate students’ ability to independently investigate a historical topic of
their choice. The IA requires students to produce a 2,200-word historical investigation based on a
focused research question. This task emphasizes critical thinking, source evaluation, and coherent
argument development. The IA is internally assessed by teachers and externally moderated by IB
examiners to ensure consistent standards. Understanding the IA’s purpose and criteria is crucial to

crafting a successful investigation that demonstrates historical inquiry and analytical skills.

Purpose and Objectives

The primary goal of the IB History IA is to allow students to explore a specific historical issue in depth,
demonstrating their ability to formulate pertinent questions, analyze primary and secondary sources,
and present a structured argument. The IA encourages students to develop skills in independent
research, critical evaluation, and historical writing. It also complements the broader IB History syllabus

by providing a practical application of the course content and methodologies.

Assessment Criteria

The |IA is assessed based on four main criteria: identification and evaluation of sources, investigation
and analysis, reflection, and presentation. Each criterion has specific descriptors that guide students in
meeting the required standards. For example, students must clearly identify the origin, purpose, and
value of their sources while critically assessing their limitations. The investigation must be focused,
well-organized, and supported by evidence, while the reflection requires students to evaluate the
process and their learning outcomes. Meeting these criteria with precision is essential for achieving a

high score.



Choosing a Research Question

Selecting an appropriate research question is a foundational step in the IB History IA process. A well-
formulated question directs the scope of the investigation and determines the relevance and depth of
research. The question should be specific, focused, and historically significant, allowing for analysis
within the word limit. It must also be feasible in terms of available sources and the student’s
understanding. Choosing a question that aligns with the student’s interests and the IB History syllabus

themes enhances engagement and quality of work.

Characteristics of a Good Research Question

A strong research question for an ib history ia example typically exhibits the following qualities:

Focused: Narrow enough to be thoroughly addressed in a short essay.

Open-ended: Allows for analysis and argument, not just description.

Relevant: Connected to historical events or issues covered in the IB syllabus.

Researchable: Supported by accessible primary and secondary sources.

Clear and concise: Easily understood without ambiguity.

Examples of Effective Research Questions



Examples of research questions that work well for the IB History IA include:

e To what extent did propaganda influence public opinion during World War | in Britain?
¢ How significant was the role of the Treaty of Versailles in causing World War 11?

¢ What impact did the Cuban Missile Crisis have on Cold War diplomacy between the USA and
USSR?

Conducting Research and Source Selection

Research is a critical component of the IB History IA, requiring students to gather and analyze a range
of sources relevant to their research question. The investigation should incorporate both primary and
secondary sources to provide balanced evidence. Primary sources offer firsthand accounts or direct
evidence of historical events, while secondary sources provide interpretation and context from
historians. Evaluating the reliability, bias, and perspective of sources is essential for a nuanced

analysis.

Types of Sources

Students should aim to include a diverse set of sources such as:

¢ Official documents and government records

* Newspaper articles and propaganda materials



¢ Personal letters, diaries, or memoirs
¢ Academic books and journal articles

e Photographs and audiovisual materials

Evaluating Sources

When selecting sources, critical evaluation is necessary to determine their value and limitations.
Questions to consider include who created the source, for what purpose, and how the context might
influence its content. An effective IB History IA example demonstrates this evaluation explicitly,
explaining the relevance and reliability of each source to the research question. This analysis

strengthens the argument and reflects a mature understanding of historiography.

Structuring the IB History IA

The structure of the IB History IA must be logical, coherent, and aligned with the assessment criteria.
A clear organization helps communicate the argument effectively and guides the reader through the
investigation. Typically, the IA consists of an introduction, investigation body, evaluation of sources,

and a conclusion or reflection.

Key Sections of the IA

An effective ib history ia example usually includes the following sections:



1. Introduction: Presents the research question, explains its significance, and outlines the

approach.

2. Investigation: Provides a detailed analysis of the historical issue, supported by evidence from

sources.

3. Evaluation of Sources: Critically assesses the origin, purpose, value, and limitations of the main

sources.

4. Conclusion/Reflection: Summarizes findings and reflects on the investigation process and

challenges.

Writing Style and Presentation

The IA should be written in formal academic language, with clear and concise sentences. Proper
citation of sources is mandatory to avoid plagiarism and demonstrate research rigor. Additionally,
adherence to the word limit and formatting guidelines is crucial. Presentation should be neat and

professional, enhancing readability and coherence.

Analyzing an IB History IA Example

Examining a high-quality ib history ia example provides valuable insights into best practices and
expectations. Such examples illustrate effective research question formulation, thorough investigation,
balanced source analysis, and clear presentation. They also highlight common pitfalls to avoid, such

as overly broad topics, insufficient source evaluation, or poor organization.



Case Study Example

A notable ib history ia example might investigate the impact of the Berlin Wall on East-West relations
during the Cold War. The research question could be: "To what extent did the construction of the
Berlin Wall in 1961 escalate tensions between the USA and the USSR?" This investigation would
involve analyzing primary sources like government statements, newspaper reports, and speeches,
alongside secondary sources providing historical context. The IA would critically evaluate these

sources, discuss differing perspectives, and present a coherent argument supported by evidence.

Lessons from the Example

Key takeaways from analyzing such an example include:

¢ The importance of a sharply focused research question

e Comprehensive and balanced use of sources

¢ Clear explanation of source value and limitations

¢ Logical structure and coherent argumentation

* Reflection on the research process and challenges encountered



Tips for Writing a Successful History IA

Success in the IB History IA depends on careful planning, critical thinking, and meticulous writing. The

following tips are essential for producing a high-quality investigation that meets IB standards.

Practical Advice

e Start Early: Allocate sufficient time for research, writing, and revision to avoid last-minute

pressure.
* Choose Wisely: Select a research question that interests you and has ample accessible sources.

¢ Plan Thoroughly: Outline your investigation before writing to ensure logical flow and

comprehensive coverage.
¢ Analyze Critically: Go beyond description by evaluating sources and constructing an argument.
e Follow Guidelines: Adhere strictly to IB assessment criteria, word limits, and formatting rules.
¢ Seek Feedback: Use teacher guidance and peer review to improve clarity and quality.

* Proofread Carefully: Check for grammatical errors, typos, and proper citation to maintain

professionalism.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is an IB History IA example?

An IB History IA example is a sample Internal Assessment paper that demonstrates how students can

structure and write their history investigation according to IB criteria.

Where can | find good IB History IA examples?

Good IB History IA examples can be found on the official IB website, educational forums like 1B

Survival, and from teachers or IB alumni who share their past assessments.

How long should an IB History IA example be?

An IB History IA should be around 2,200 words, and examples typically follow this length to meet the

IB requirements.

What topics are common in IB History IA examples?

Common topics in IB History IA examples include investigations into specific events, individuals, or
developments within 20th-century history, such as the Cold War, decolonization, or World War II.
How detailed should the analysis be in an IB History IA example?
The analysis should be in-depth, critically evaluating sources and providing balanced arguments to
meet IB criteria for critical thinking and understanding.

Can | use online IB History IA examples as a template?

Yes, you can use online IB History IA examples as a guide for structure and style, but ensure your

work is original and reflects your own research and analysis.



What makes an IB History IA example successful?

A successful IB History IA example has a focused research question, clear argument, thorough

analysis of sources, and strong conclusions aligned with IB assessment criteria.

Are there annotated IB History IA examples available?

Yes, some educators provide annotated IB History |IA examples that explain why certain elements

meet IB standards and how to improve various sections.

How important is the choice of research question in an IB History IA
example?

The research question is crucial; a well-defined and focused question guides the investigation and

analysis, making the 1A more coherent and effective.

What common mistakes should be avoided when looking at IB History
IA examples?

Common mistakes include choosing overly broad topics, lacking critical analysis, insufficient use of

sources, and poor organization, all of which can be identified by reviewing examples carefully.

Additional Resources

1. IB History Internal Assessment: A Comprehensive Guide for Students
This book offers step-by-step guidance on how to approach the IB History Internal Assessment (IA). It
includes tips on selecting topics, formulating research questions, and structuring the essay effectively.

Students will find sample IAs and assessment criteria to help improve their work.

2. Mastering the IB History IA: Strategies and Examples

Focused on strategy, this book provides detailed advice on how to analyze sources and develop



critical arguments for the History IA. It features a variety of example topics and completed
assessments from different IB History courses. The book is designed to boost students’ confidence

and skills in historical investigation.

3. IB History IA: Research and Writing Skills for Success
This resource emphasizes research methodology and writing techniques tailored to the IB History IA. It
guides students through primary and secondary source evaluation, note-taking, and citation practices.

The book also includes exercises to build analytical and writing competencies.

4. Historical Investigations: IB History IA Exemplars and Commentary
A collection of exemplary IB History I1As with detailed commentary from experienced examiners. This
book helps students understand what examiners look for in terms of content, analysis, and

presentation. It also discusses common pitfalls and how to avoid them.

5. Writing the IB History IA: A Student’s Handbook
This handbook provides practical advice on planning, researching, and writing the History IA. It breaks
down the assessment criteria and offers guidance on how to meet each requirement effectively. The

book is suitable for both beginners and those looking to refine their IA skills.

6. IB History IA Topics and Ideas: Inspiration for Your Investigation
Ideal for students struggling to find a suitable IA topic, this book lists a wide range of ideas across
different historical periods and regions. Each topic comes with suggestions for research questions and

recommended sources. The book encourages creativity and critical thinking in topic selection.

7. Analyzing Sources for IB History IA: Techniques and Practice
This book focuses specifically on the source analysis component of the IB History IA. It teaches
students how to assess reliability, bias, and usefulness of historical sources. Numerous practice

exercises help students develop their analytical skills.

8. The IB History IA Workbook: Exercises and Templates

A practical workbook filled with exercises, templates, and checklists to guide students through each



stage of the IA process. It includes planning sheets, research logs, and writing outlines designed to

keep students organized. The workbook fosters independent learning and time management.

9. Success in IB History IA: Tips from Top Scorers

Featuring interviews and advice from students who achieved high marks on their History IAs, this book
provides insider tips and motivational strategies. It covers everything from topic choice to time
management and revision techniques. The personal stories aim to inspire and encourage |B History

students.
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ib history ia example: Introducing the IB Diploma Programme Marc Abrioux, Jill
Rutherford, 2013-02-14 Schools wishing to introduce the IB diploma programme are faced with
major investment in terms of time, effort and money in order to become authorised. This manual is a
resource for schools already offering the diploma, as well as for prospective diploma schools.

ib history ia example: Crash Course Pharmacology Catrin Page, 2018-11-06 Crash Course -
your effective every-day study companion PLUS the perfect antidote for exam stress! Save time and
be assured you have the essential information you need in one place to excel on your course and
achieve exam success. A winning formula now for over 20 years, each series volume has been
fine-tuned and fully updated - with an improved full-colour layout tailored to make your life easier.
Especially written by senior students or junior doctors - those who understand what is essential for
exam success - with all information thoroughly checked and quality assured by expert Faculty
Advisers, the result are books which exactly meet your needs and you know you can trust. Each
chapter guides you succinctly through the full range of curriculum topics, integrating clinical
considerations with the relevant basic science and avoiding unnecessary or confusing detail. A range
of text boxes help you get to the hints, tips and key points you need fast! A fully revised
self-assessment section matching the latest exam formats is included to check your understanding
and aid exam preparation. The accompanying enhanced, downloadable eBook completes this
invaluable learning package. Series volumes have been honed to meet the requirements of today's
medical students, although the range of other health students and professionals who need rapid
access to the essentials of pharmacology will also love the unique approach of Crash Course.
Whether you need to get out of a fix or aim for a distinction Crash Course is for you! - Provides the
exam syllabus in one place - saves valuable revision time - Written by senior students and recent
graduates - those closest to what is essential for exam success - Quality assured by leading Faculty
Advisors - ensures complete accuracy of information - Features the ever popular 'Hints and Tips'
boxes and other useful aide-mémoires - distilled wisdom from those in the know - Updated
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self-assessment section matching the latest exam formats - confirm your understanding and improve
exam technique fast

ib history ia example: History of the Graeco-Latin Fable Francisco Rodriguez Adrados, 1999
This is the second of three volumes covering the long history of the fable from Sumer to the present
day. Historical evidence reaching as far back as Antiquity, supports the study of more than 500
works considered to be fables.

ib history ia example: Morphology and Language History Claire Bowern, Bethwyn Evans, Luisa
Miceli, 2008 This volume aims to make a contribution to codifying the methods and practices
linguists use to recover language history, focussing predominantly on historical morphology. The
volume includes studies on a wide range of languages: not only Indo-European, but also
Austronesian, Sinitic, Mon-Khmer, Basque, one Papuan language family, as well as a number of
Australian families. Few collections are as cross-linguistic as this, reflecting the new challenges
which have emerged from the study of languages outside those best known from historical
linguistics. The contributors illustrate shared methodological and theoretical issues concerning
genetic relatedness (that is, the use of morphological evidence for classification and subgrouping),
reconstruction and processes of change with a diverse range of data. The volume is in honour of
Harold Koch, who has long combined innovative research on understudied languages with
methodological rigour and codification of practices within the discipline.

ib history ia example: Instructions Given in the Drawing School Established by the Dublin

Society: History of mathematicks. Elements of numerical arithmetick. Elements of specious
arithmetick Joseph Fenn, 1772

ib history ia example: History of Linguistics Volume I Giulio C. Lepschy, 2014-06-03 This
comprehensive history of linguistics is part of a 5 volume set. Together, the volumes examine the
social, cultural and religious functions of language, its place in education, the prestige attached to
different varieties of language, and the presentation of lexical and grammatical descriptions. They
explore the linguistic interests and assumptions of individual cultures in their own terms, without
trying to transpose and reshape them into the context of contemporary ideas of what the scientific
study of language ought to be. The authors of individual chapters are all specialists who have been
able to analyse the primary sources, and so produce original syntheses which offer an authoritative
view of the different traditions and periods. Volime One examines the developments of Chinese
linguistics, Indian grammatical tradition, the linguistic interests of the Near East, the Hebrew
tradition, and the Arabic grammatical system of the Middle Ages.

ib history ia example: History of Mathematics: Special topics of elementary mathematics David
Eugene Smith, 1925

ib history ia example: Probability and Statistics by Example: Volume 1, Basic Probability and
Statistics Yu. M. Suhov, Mark Kelbert, 2005-10-13 Probability and Statistics are as much about
intuition and problem solving, as they are about theorem proving. Because of this, students can find
it very difficult to make a successful transition from lectures to examinations to practice, since the
problems involved can vary so much in nature. Since the subject is critical in many modern
applications such as mathematical finance, quantitative management, telecommunications, signal
processing, bioinformatics, as well as traditional ones such as insurance, social science and
engineering, the authors have rectified deficiencies in traditional lecture-based methods by
collecting together a wealth of exercises for which they have supplied complete solutions. These
solutions are adapted to needs and skills of students. To make it of broad value, the authors supply
basic mathematical facts as and when they are needed, and have sprinkled some historical
information throughout the text.

ib history ia example: University Record of the University of Florida University of Florida,
1918

ib history ia example: Trauma William C. Wilson, Christopher M. Grande, David B. Hoyt,
2007-02-05 Compiled by internationally recognized experts in trauma critical care,this
sourcediscusses the entire gamut of critical care management of the trauma patient and covers




several common complications and conditions treated in surgical intensive care units that are not
specifically related to trauma. Utilizing evidence-based guidelines where they ex

ib history ia example: Book Auction Records Frand Karslake, 1924 A priced and annotated
annual record of London, New York and Edinburgh book-auctions.

ib history ia example: Greece and the Eastern Mediterranean in ancient history and prehistory
Konrad H. Kinzl, 2016-05-24 Keine ausfiihrliche Beschreibung fiir Greece and the Eastern
Mediterranean in ancient history and prehistory verfugbar.

ib history ia example: House X at Kommos Jeremy B. Rutter, 2017-12-31 House X is by far the
largest and best appointed of the Minoan houses excavated at Kommos in south-central Crete, a
Minoan harbor and settlement that later became the site of a Greek sanctuary. Situated on the
seacoast of the western Mesara Plain, Kommos faces west toward the Libyan Sea. House X stands on
the southern edge of the Minoan town, separated by a large slab-paved road from the monumental
civic buildings built and used between the Protopalatial and Postpalatial periods. The description of
the stratigraphic excavation of this elite house is published with numerous architectural plans along
with the cataloged small finds and tables of data on the floral and faunal materials. The excavated
fresco fragments are also discussed and illustrated. This volume presents the Late Bronze Age
pottery from in and around House X, a large Minoan house at Kommos situated not far from the sea
in South-Central Crete. This volume is richly illustrated with drawings, photos, and tables of data.
Rutter's contribution complements the publication of the architecture, stratigraphy, and small finds
in Part 1 (Shaw and Shaw, eds., 2012). Together, this pair of volumes offers a conclusion to a series
of monographs (volumes I-V) previously published about the site (Shaw and Shaw, eds., 1995-2006).
The Kommos series is now completed by the two-volume publication on House X.

ib history ia example: A Companion to the History of Economic Thought Warren J. Samuels,
Jeff E. Biddle, John B. Davis, 2008-04-15 Assembling contributions from top thinkers in the field,
thiscompanion offers a comprehensive and sophisticated exploration ofthe history of economic
thought. The volume has a threefold focus:the history of economic thought, the history of economics
as adiscipline, and the historiography of economic thought. Provides sophisticated introductions to a
vast array oftopics. Focuses on a unique range of topics, including the history ofeconomic thought,
the history of the discipline of economics, andthe historiography of economic thought.

ib history ia example: The Journal of the Oriental Society of Australia Oriental Society of
Australia, 1992

ib history ia example: A History of Modern Immunology Zoltan A. Nagy, 2013-10-11 A History
of Modern Immunology: A Path Toward Understanding describes, analyzes, and conceptualizes
several seminal events and discoveries in immunology in the last third of the 20th century, the era
when most questions about the biology of the immune system were raised and also found their
answers. Written by an eyewitness to this history, the book gives insight into personal aspects of the
important figures in the discipline, and its data driven emphasis on understanding will benefit both
young and experienced scientists. This book provides a concise introduction to topics including
immunological specificity, antibody diversity, monoclonal antibodies, major histocompatibility
complex, antigen presentation, T cell biology, immunological tolerance, and autoimmune disease.
This broad background of the discipline of immunology is a valuable companion for students of
immunology, research and clinical immunologists, and research managers in the pharmaceutical and
biotechnology industries. - Contains the history of major breakthroughs in immunology featured with
authenticity and insider details - Gives an insight into personal aspects of the players in the history
of immunology - Enables the reader to recognize and select data of heuristic value which elucidate
important facets of the immune system - Provides good examples and guidelines for the recognition
and selection of what is important for the exploration of the immune system - Gives clear separation
of descriptive and interpretive parts, allowing the reader to distinguish between facts and analysis
provided by the author

ib history ia example: Ocular Surface Disease: Cornea, Conjunctiva and Tear Film E-Book
Edward J. Holland, Mark J. Mannis, W. Barry Lee, 2013-06-24 Ocular Surface Disease: Cornea,



Conjunctiva and Tear Film incorporates current research and the latest management strategies as
well as classification systems and treatment paradigms for all forms of ocular surface disease. This is
the first comprehensive resource that helps you to meet ocular surface disease challenges effectively
using today's best medical and surgical approaches. - Get the complete, evidence-based guidance
you need to provide optimal care for your patients with ocular surface disease. - Implement the
latest drug treatments and surgical interventions to provide better outcomes with fewer
complications. - Hone and expand your surgical skills by watching videos of leading experts
performing advanced procedures including ocular surface transplantation techniques; amniotic
membrane transplantation; pterygium surgery; lamellar keratoplasty (DALK) in ocular surface
disease; and keratoprosthesis surgery. - Visualize how to proceed by reviewing detailed, full-color
images and consulting new classification systems and treatment paradigms for mild to severe forms
of ocular surface disease. - Take it with you anywhere! Access the full text, downloadable image
library, video clips, and more online at expertconsult.com.

ib history ia example: Studies in the Technique of Prose Style Percy Waldron Long, 1915

ib history ia example: Report of the Commissioners, Mainly on Secondary Education,
Containing the Summarised Reports, Recommendations, and Extended Reports of the
Commissioners New South Wales. Commission on primary, secondary, technical, and other
branches of education, 1904 A report on the provision of secondary education from selected
countries around the world.

ib history ia example: A History of the Mishnaic Law of Purities Jacob Neusner, 1974
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