ib history authoritarian states

ib history authoritarian states is a crucial topic within the International Baccalaureate (IB) History
curriculum, focusing on the characteristics, development, and impact of authoritarian regimes
throughout the twentieth century. This study explores how authoritarian states differ from democratic
systems, emphasizing centralized power, limited political freedoms, and the use of propaganda and
repression to maintain control. Students examine notable examples such as Nazi Germany, Stalinist
Soviet Union, Fascist Italy, and Maoist China, analyzing their rise to power, governance methods, and
consequences for society. The topic also delves into the ideological foundations of these regimes and
their approaches to economic and social policies. Understanding ib history authoritarian states offers
insight into the dynamics of power, resistance, and the historical context of totalitarianism. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of the key aspects and case studies relevant to this
significant IB History theme.

» Definition and Characteristics of Authoritarian States
¢ Rise to Power of Authoritarian Regimes

» Governance and Control Mechanisms

¢ Case Studies of Major Authoritarian States

e Economic and Social Policies under Authoritarianism

e Impact and Legacy of Authoritarian States

Definition and Characteristics of Authoritarian States

Authoritarian states are political systems characterized by the concentration of power in a single
leader or a small elite not constitutionally responsible to the public. Unlike democratic states,
authoritarian regimes restrict political pluralism, limit civil liberties, and often employ coercive
methods to suppress opposition. Within ib history authoritarian states, understanding these defining
traits is essential for analyzing specific examples and their historical significance.

Core Features of Authoritarian Regimes

Authoritarian states typically exhibit several defining characteristics that distinguish them from other
forms of government. These include:

» Centralized Power: Authority is consolidated in the hands of a single leader or ruling party.

¢ Limited Political Freedoms: Political opposition, free press, and civil society organizations
are often banned or severely restricted.



* Use of Propaganda: State-controlled media and propaganda promote the regime’s ideology
and suppress dissenting narratives.

* Repression and Control: Secret police, surveillance, censorship, and imprisonment are
common tools to maintain control.

e Absence of Democratic Elections: Elections, if held, are typically manipulated to ensure the
regime's continuation.

Rise to Power of Authoritarian Regimes

The emergence of authoritarian states in the twentieth century often followed periods of political
instability, economic crisis, or social upheaval. Understanding the conditions that facilitated their rise
is a key focus within ib history authoritarian states studies.

Political and Economic Factors

Many authoritarian regimes capitalized on widespread dissatisfaction with existing governments,
often blaming democratic institutions for economic hardships or national humiliation. Key factors that
contributed to their rise include:

e Economic Depression: Severe economic crises, such as the Great Depression, undermined
faith in democratic governments.

» Weak Democracies: Newly established or fragile democratic institutions struggled to maintain
order and legitimacy.

* Nationalism and Fear: Appeals to nationalist sentiment and fear of external or internal
enemies helped mobilize support.

e Charismatic Leadership: Authoritarian leaders often presented themselves as strong figures
capable of restoring stability and pride.

Strategies for Securing Power

Authoritarian leaders used a mixture of legal and extra-legal means to consolidate power. These
included:

e Manipulation of Elections: Rigged or controlled elections to establish a veneer of legitimacy.

¢ Elimination of Political Opposition: Banning rival parties, imprisoning opponents, and
outlawing dissent.

e Control of Media and Propaganda: Establishing state monopolies over information



dissemination.

» Use of Violence and Intimidation: Deployment of secret police and paramilitary groups.

Governance and Control Mechanisms

Once in power, authoritarian states implement various methods to maintain authority and suppress
challenges. These mechanisms are critical to understanding ib history authoritarian states in practice.

Propaganda and Censorship

Authoritarian regimes use propaganda to shape public opinion, glorify the leader, and promote official
ideology. Censorship ensures that dissenting voices are silenced and alternative viewpoints are not
disseminated.

Repression and Surveillance

Repressive institutions such as secret police monitor citizens to prevent opposition activities.
Surveillance and intimidation create a climate of fear that discourages resistance.

Control of Institutions

Authoritarian states often subjugate institutions like the judiciary, military, and educational system to
serve the regime's interests, undermining their independence and ensuring loyalty.

Case Studies of Major Authoritarian States

The study of specific authoritarian regimes provides concrete examples of the theory and
characteristics discussed in ib history authoritarian states. Key case studies include Nazi Germany,
the Soviet Union under Stalin, Fascist Italy, and Maoist China.

Nazi Germany (1933-1945)

Under Adolf Hitler, Nazi Germany exemplified a totalitarian authoritarian state characterized by
aggressive nationalism, racial ideology, and extensive use of propaganda and terror. The regime
centralized power under the Fuhrer, suppressed opposition through the Gestapo, and pursued policies
leading to World War Il and the Holocaust.



Soviet Union under Stalin (1924-1953)

Joseph Stalin's rule transformed the Soviet Union into a highly centralized authoritarian state with a
command economy. Stalinism was marked by purges, forced collectivization, and widespread use of
secret police to eliminate perceived enemies, establishing a pervasive culture of fear and control.

Fascist Italy (1922-1943)

Benito Mussolini's Fascist Italy was characterized by nationalist rhetoric, the suppression of political
opposition, and the creation of a one-party state. Mussolini’s regime emphasized militarism, state
intervention in the economy, and propaganda to consolidate power.

Maoist China (1949-1976)

Mao Zedong's leadership established an authoritarian communist state in China, emphasizing
ideological conformity through campaigns like the Cultural Revolution. The regime exercised tight
control over society and politics through the Communist Party and mass mobilization.

Economic and Social Policies under Authoritarianism

Authoritarian states often implement distinctive economic and social policies aimed at consolidating
power and achieving ideological goals. These policies vary depending on the regime's ideological
orientation and historical context.

Centralized Economic Planning

Many authoritarian regimes adopt centralized economic models, such as command economies in
communist states or state-controlled capitalism in fascist regimes. These policies aim to control
production, allocate resources, and reduce dependence on foreign powers.

Social Engineering and Control

Authoritarian governments frequently engage in social engineering to reshape society according to
ideological aims. This can include:

Promoting state-approved cultural and educational programs

e Suppressing religious or ethnic minorities

Implementing population control measures

e Encouraging loyalty through youth organizations and propaganda



Impact and Legacy of Authoritarian States

The historical impact and legacy of authoritarian states are significant and multifaceted, influencing
political thought, international relations, and human rights discourse.

Consequences for Society and Politics

Authoritarian regimes often leave legacies of political repression, human rights abuses, and social
trauma. However, they may also have lasting effects on national identity, state institutions, and
economic development.

Influence on Global Politics

The existence and actions of authoritarian states have shaped international relations, often provoking
conflict, ideological competition, and debates on governance models throughout the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of authoritarian states
in IB History?

Authoritarian states in IB History are characterized by centralized control, limited political freedoms, a
single-party system or dominant leader, suppression of opposition, propaganda, and often the use of
secret police to maintain power.

How did authoritarian regimes maintain control over their
populations?

Authoritarian regimes maintained control through censorship, propaganda, secret police, repression
of dissent, control of education and media, and often through the use of fear and intimidation.

What role did ideology play in authoritarian states studied in
IB History?

Ideology often provided the justification for authoritarian rule, uniting citizens under a common cause
such as nationalism, communism, or fascism, and was used to legitimize the regime’s policies and
suppress opposition.

Can you compare the leadership styles of two authoritarian
leaders studied in IB History?

For example, Stalin’s leadership in the USSR was characterized by totalitarian control, purges, and



centralized planning, while Hitler’s leadership in Nazi Germany involved charismatic dictatorship,
racial ideology, and aggressive expansionism. Both used propaganda and repression but differed in
their ideological goals and methods.

What impact did authoritarian states have on international
relations during the 20th century?

Authoritarian states often contributed to global instability through aggressive expansionism, alliances
based on ideology, and conflicts such as World War Il and the Cold War. Their actions frequently
challenged democratic nations and shaped international diplomacy.

How did authoritarian states address economic challenges
during their rule?

Many authoritarian states implemented state-controlled economic policies, such as collectivization in
the USSR or state-led industrialization in fascist Italy, to strengthen their economies and consolidate
power, often resulting in both significant development and severe social consequences.

Additional Resources

1. Authoritarian States in the 20th Century: A Comparative Analysis

This book explores the rise and development of authoritarian regimes throughout the 20th century,
focusing on key examples such as Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, and Stalinist USSR. It provides a
comparative framework to understand the political, social, and economic factors that enabled these
states to consolidate power. The text includes detailed case studies and analyses of propaganda,
repression, and control mechanisms used by authoritarian leaders.

2. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert O. Paxton

Paxton's work delves into the ideological roots and practical applications of fascist regimes,
examining their impact on society and governance. The book highlights how fascist leaders
manipulated nationalism, violence, and mass mobilization to maintain authority. It is essential reading
for understanding authoritarianism in the context of early 20th-century Europe.

3. Stalin: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 by Stephen Kotkin

This biography provides a detailed look at Joseph Stalin’s rise to power and the establishment of an
authoritarian regime in the Soviet Union. Kotkin analyzes Stalin’s political strategies, use of terror,

and the transformation of Soviet society under his rule. The book is valuable for understanding the
dynamics of totalitarian control in a communist state.

4. Hitler and Nazi Germany: A History by Deborah Dwork

Dwork’s book offers a comprehensive overview of Adolf Hitler's dictatorship and the nature of Nazi
authoritarianism. It covers the political, social, and economic dimensions of Nazi rule, including the
use of propaganda, the suppression of opposition, and the regime’s racial policies. This text is useful
for students studying the characteristics of authoritarian states.

5. Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of Democracy by Michael Albertus and Victor Menaldo
This book investigates the relationship between authoritarian regimes and the emergence of
democracies, focusing on the role of political elites. It provides a theoretical framework and empirical



case studies that illustrate how authoritarianism can both hinder and facilitate democratic transitions.
The analysis is relevant for understanding the complexities of authoritarian rule.

6. The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union by Martin Mccauley

Mccauley’s work traces the history of the Soviet Union from its revolutionary beginnings to its collapse
in 1991. The book discusses the authoritarian nature of Soviet governance, emphasizing control
methods such as censorship, secret police, and political purges. It serves as a comprehensive
resource for understanding one of the most significant authoritarian states in modern history.

7. Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright

Written by former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, this book reflects on the dangers of
fascism and authoritarianism in both historical and contemporary contexts. Albright draws lessons
from the 20th-century authoritarian regimes and warns about the signs of rising authoritarianism
today. The book provides a modern perspective on the enduring threat of authoritarian states.

8. The Politics of Authoritarian Rule by Milan W. Svolik

Svolik offers a rigorous analysis of how authoritarian regimes maintain power and the challenges they
face from opposition forces. The book combines political theory with empirical data to explain the
strategies used by autocrats to suppress dissent and co-opt elites. It is a key text for understanding
the internal mechanics of authoritarian governance.

9. Everyday Life in the Third Reich by Frank McDonough

McDonough’s book explores how ordinary Germans experienced life under Nazi authoritarian rule. It
examines the social controls, propaganda, and repression that permeated daily existence, revealing
the regime’s impact beyond political leadership. This perspective is crucial for understanding how
authoritarian states affect society at all levels.
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ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: Authoritarian states
Second Edition Michael Lynch, 2015-05-15 The renowned IB Diploma History series, combining
compelling narratives with academic rigor. A new edition for World History Topic 10: Authoritarian
states (20th Century) An authoritative and engaging narrative, with the widest variety of sources at
this level, helping students to develop their knowledge and analytical skills. This second edition of
Access to History for the IB Diploma: Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party
states provides: - Reliable, clear and in-depth content from topic experts - Analysis of the
historiography surrounding key debates - Dedicated exam practice with model answers and practice
questions - TOK support and Historical Investigation questions to help with all aspects of the
Diploma

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma Paper 2 Authoritarian States (20th
Century) Allan Todd, Sally Waller, 2015-09-10 This course book covers Paper 2, World History Topic
10: Authoritarian states (20th century) of the History for the International Baccalaureate (IB)
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Diploma syllabus for the first assessment in 2017. Written by experience IB history examiners and
teachers, it offers authoritative and engaging guidance through the topic to help student's explore
the emergence of authoritarian states, consolidation and maintenance of power of these states, and
the aims and results of authoritarian state policies.

ib history authoritarian states: Origins and Development of Authoritarian and Single-Party
States Michael Lynch, 2013-01-01 This series has taken the clarity, accessibility, reliability and
in-depth analysis of our best-selling Access to History series and tailor-made it for the History IB
Diploma.

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma: Democratic States Jean Bottaro,
John Stanley, 2011-05-26 An exciting new series that covers the five Paper 2 topics of the IB 20th
Century World History syllabus. This coursebook covers Paper 2, Topic 2, Democratic states -
challenges and responses, in the 20th Century World History syllabus for the IB History programme.
It is divided into thematic sections, following the IB syllabus structure and is written in clear,
accessible English. It covers the following areas for detailed study: Africa: South Africa 1991-2000;
Americas: United States 1953-73; Asia and Oceania: India 1947- 64; and Europe and Middle East:
Weimar Germany 1919-33. The content is tailored to the requirements and assessment objectives of
the syllabus and provides opportunities for students to make comparisons between different regions
and time periods.

ib history authoritarian states: Authoritarian States: IB History Course Book Brian Gray,
Mariam Habibi, Sanjay Perera, Roger Fortune, 2015 Enabling comprehensive, rounded
understanding, the student-centred approach actively develops the sophisticated skills key to
performance in Paper 2. Developed directly with the IB for the new 2015 syllabus, this Course Book
covers World History Topic 10.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma Rights and protest Study
and Revision Guide Philip Benson, 2018-04-03 Exam board: International Baccalaureate Level: IB
Diploma Subject: History First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2017 Reinforce
knowledge and develop exam skills with revision of key historical content, exam-focussed activities
and guidance from experts as part of the Access to History Series. - Take control of revision with
helpful revision tools and techniques, and content broken into easy-to-revise chunks. - Revise key
historical content and practise exam technique in context with related exam-focussed activities. -
Build exam skills with Exam Focus at the end of each chapter, containing exam questions with
sample answers and examiner commentary, to show you what is required in the exam.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War:
Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) Study and Revision Guide: Paper 2 Russell
Quinlan, 2018-09-10 Exam board: International Baccalaureate Level: IB Diploma Subject: History
First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2017 Reinforce knowledge and develop exam
skills with revision of key historical content, exam-focussed activities and guidance from experts as
part of the Access to History Series. - Take control of revision with helpful revision tools and
techniques, and content broken into easy-to-revise chunks. - Revise key historical content and
practise exam technique in context with related exam-focussed activities. - Build exam skills with
Exam Focus at the end of each chapter, containing exam questions with sample answers and
examiner commentary, to show you what is required in the exam.

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma Paper 3 European States in the
Interwar Years (1918-1939) Allan Todd, Sally Waller, Jean Bottaro, 2016-06-16 Comprehensive
books to support study of History for the IB Diploma Paper 3, revised for first assessment in 2017.
This coursebook covers Paper 3, History of Europe, Topic 14: European States in the Inter-War
Years (1918-1939) of the History for the IB Diploma syllabus for first assessment in 2017. Tailored to
the Higher Level requirements of the IB syllabus and written by experienced IB History examiners
and teachers, it offers authoritative and engaging guidance through the topic, exploring domestic
developments during this time in Germany, Italy, Spain and France.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: Authoritarian States




Michael Lynch, 2015-04-27 The renowned IB Diploma History series, combining compelling
narratives with academic rigor. A new edition for World History Topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th
Century) An authoritative and engaging narrative, with the widest variety of sources at this level,
helping students to develop their knowledge and analytical skills. This second edition of Access to
History for the IB Diploma: Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states
provides: - Reliable, clear and in-depth content from topic experts - Analysis of the historiography
surrounding key debates - Dedicated exam practice with model answers and practice questions -
TOK support and Historical Investigation questions to help with all aspects of the Diploma

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma: Origins and Development of
Authoritarian and Single Party States Allan Todd, Sally Waller, 2011-05-19 An exciting new series
that covers the five Paper 2 topics of the IB 20th Century World History syllabus. This coursebook
covers Paper 2, Topic 3, Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states, in the
20th Century World History syllabus for the IB History programme. It is divided into thematic
sections, following the IB syllabus structure and is written in clear, accessible English. It covers the
following areas for detailed study: Americas: Cuba - Castro; Asia and Oceania: China - Mao; and
Europe and Middle East: Germany - Hitler; USSR - Stalin. Tailored to the requirements and
assessment objectives of the syllabus, this new coursebook provides opportunities for students to
make comparisons between different regions and time periods.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War:
Superpower tensions and rivalries Second Edition David Williamson, 2015-05-15 A new book for
Paper 2, World History Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower Tensions and Rivalries (20th Century)
Readable and rigorous coverage that gives you the depth of knowledge and skills development
required for the Diploma. Provides: - Reliable, clear and in-depth narrative from topic experts -
Analysis of the historiography surrounding key debates - Dedicated exam practice with model
answers and practice questions - TOK support activities and Historical Investigation questions to
help with all aspects of the Diploma Tailored exactly to the Diploma, it also helps you develop
analytical skills through the widest variety of sources at this level. Other titles in the series: - The
Move to Global War - Rights and Protest - Authoritarian States

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: Causes and effects
of 20th-century wars Second Edition Kenneth A Dailey, Sarah Webb, 2015-06-05 A new edition
for Paper 2, World History Topic 11: Causes and effects of 20th century wars The renowned IB
Diploma History series, combining compelling narratives with academic rigor. An authoritative and
engaging narrative, with the widest variety of sources at this level, helping students to develop their
knowledge and analytical skills. This second edition of Access to History for the IB Diploma: Causes,
practices and effects of wars provides: - Reliable, clear and in-depth narrative from topic experts -
Analysis of the historiography surrounding key debates - Dedicated exam practice with model
answers and practice questions - TOK support and Historical Investigation questions to help with all
aspects of the Diploma

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma: Communism in Crisis
1976-89 Allan Todd, 2012-05-10 An exciting new series that covers the three prescribed subjects for
Paper 1 of the IB 20th Century World History syllabus. This coursebook covers Paper 1, Prescribed
Subject 3, Communism in Crisis 1976-89, in the 20th Century World History syllabus for the 1B
History programme. The text is divided into clear sections following the IB syllabus structure and
content specifications. It offers in-depth coverage of the subject as well as detailed study of a wide
range of primary and secondary sources to develop students' analytical skills. It also provides plenty
of exam practice including student answers with examiner's comments, simplified mark schemes and
practical advice on approaching the document-based Paper 1 examination.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: The Mexican Revolution
1884-1940 Philip Benson, Yvonne Berliner, 2014-03-07 Ensure your students have access to the
authoritative, in-depth and accessible content of this series for the IB History Diploma. This series
for the IB History Diploma has taken the clarity, accessibility, reliability and in-depth analysis of our




best-selling Access to History series and tailor-made it to better fit the IB learner's needs. Each title
in the series provides depth of content, focussed on specific topics in the IB History guide, and
examination guidance on different exam-style questions - helping students develop a good
knowledge and understanding of the topic alongside the skills they need to do well. - Ensures
students gain a good understanding of the IB History topic through an engaging, in-depth, reliable
and up-to-date narrative - presented in an accessible way. - Helps students to understand historical
issues and examine the evidence, through providing a wealth of relevant sources and analysis of the
historiography surrounding key debates. - Gives students guidance on answering exam-style
questions with model answers and practice questions

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma Paper 1 The Move to Global War
Allan Todd, 2015-08-13 Comprehensive second editions of History for the IB Diploma Paper 1,
revised for first teaching in 2015. This coursebook covers Paper 1, Prescribed Subject 3: The Move
to Global War of the History for the International Baccalaureate Diploma syllabus for first
assessment in 2017. Tailored to the requirements of the IB syllabus and written by experienced IB
History examiners and teachers, it offers authoritative and engaging guidance through the following
two case studies: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931-1941) and German and Italian expansion
(1933-1940).

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma: Nationalist and Independence
Movements Stephen Nutt, Jean Bottaro, 2011-06-16 An exciting new series that covers the five
Paper 2 topics of the IB 20th Century World History syllabus. This stimulating coursebook covers
Paper 2, Topic 4, Nationalist and independence movements, in the 20th Century World History
syllabus for the IB History programme. The book is divided into thematic sections, following the IB
syllabus structure and is written in clear, accessible English. It covers the following areas for
detailed study: Africa and Asia: Rhodesia/Zimbabwe; India and Pakistan; Indochina; and post-1945
Central and Eastern Europe: Czechoslovakia; Poland. The content is tailored to the requirements
and assessment objectives of the IB syllabus and provides opportunities for students to make
comparisons between different regions and time periods.

ib history authoritarian states: Access to History for the IB Diploma: Civil Rights and social
movements in the Americas post-1945 Second Edition Vivienne Sanders, 2016-05-09 A new edition
for HL Option 2, History of the Americas, Topic 17: Civil rights and social movements in the
Americas post-1945 The renowned 1B Diploma History series, combining compelling narratives with
academic rigor. An authoritative and engaging narrative, with the widest variety of sources at this
level, helping students to develop their knowledge and analytical skills. This second edition provides:
- Reliable, clear and in-depth narrative from topic experts - Analysis of the historiography
surrounding key debates - Dedicated exam practice with model answers and practice questions -
TOK support and Historical Investigation questions to help with all aspects of the Diploma

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma Paper 3 The Soviet Union
and Post-Soviet Russia (1924-2000) Allan Todd, 2016-04-14 Comprehensive books to support
study of History for the IB Diploma Paper 3, revised for first assessment in 2017. This coursebook
covers Paper 3, History of Europe, Topic 16: The Soviet Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924-2000) of
the History for the IB Diploma syllabus for first assessment in 2017. Tailored to the Higher Level
requirements of the IB syllabus and written by experienced IB History examiners and teachers, it
offers authoritative and engaging guidance through the topic.

ib history authoritarian states: History for the IB Diploma: The Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe 1924-2000 Allan Todd, 2012-07-05 An exciting series that covers selected topics
from the Higher Level options in the IB History syllabus. This coursebook covers Higher Level option
5, Topic 9, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000. The text is divided into clear sections
following the IB syllabus structure and content specifications. It offers a sound historical account
along with detailed explanations and analysis, and an emphasis on historical debate to prepare
students for the in-depth, extended essay required in the Paper 3 examination. It also provides
plenty of exam practice including student answers with examiner's comments, simplified mark



schemes and practical advice on approaching the Paper 3 examination.

ib history authoritarian states: Creating Consent in Ba‘thist Syria Esther Meininghaus,
2016-03-31 The challenge of maintaining dictatorial regimes through control, co-option and coercion
while upholding a facade of legitimacy is something that has concerned leaders throughout the
Middle East and beyond. Nowhere is this more evident than in the Syria ruled by the Asads, both
Hafiz and his son Bashar. Drawing on the example of the General Union of Syrian Women (founded
in 1967), Esther Meininghaus offers new insights into how the Syrian Ba'thist regimes attempted to
move beyond mere satisfaction with the compliance of the citizenry and to consolidate their rule
amongst the local population. Meininghaus argues that this was partially achieved through providing
welfare services delivered by the Union as one of the state-led mass organisations. In this way, she
suggests, these regimes did not only aim to undermine opposition and to create the illusion of
consent, but they factually catered to local needs and depended on consent. Based on archival
material, interviews and statistics, Creating Consent in Ba'thist Syria will shed new light on mass
organisations as a crucial institution of Ba'thist state building and, more broadly, the construction of
the Asad regimes.
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