
i will write the law in their hearts

i will write the law in their hearts is a profound phrase that reflects a transformative
promise found within religious, ethical, and philosophical contexts. This expression signifies
an internalization of moral principles and divine commandments, shifting from external
adherence to an ingrained, heartfelt commitment. The concept has deep roots in biblical
scripture, particularly within the book of Jeremiah, where it symbolizes a new covenant
between the divine and humanity. Understanding the phrase "i will write the law in their
hearts" involves exploring its theological implications, historical background, and its
relevance in modern spirituality and ethics. This article examines the meaning and
significance of this phrase, its scriptural origins, and how it continues to influence
contemporary thought on morality and conscience. The following sections will provide a
detailed exploration of the phrase’s background, interpretation, and application in various
disciplines and belief systems.

Historical and Scriptural Origins of "I Will Write the Law in Their Hearts"

Theological Significance and Interpretations

Impact on Moral Philosophy and Ethics

Contemporary Applications and Spiritual Relevance

Historical and Scriptural Origins of "I Will Write
the Law in Their Hearts"

The phrase "i will write the law in their hearts" originates from the Hebrew Bible, specifically
the book of Jeremiah, chapter 31, verse 33. This passage marks a pivotal moment in biblical
history where God promises a new covenant with the people of Israel. Unlike the old
covenant, which was primarily centered on tablets of stone, this new covenant emphasizes
an internal and personal relationship with divine laws.

Context in the Book of Jeremiah

Jeremiah was a prophet during a turbulent period for the kingdom of Judah. The promise to
write the law in hearts was given in response to the people's repeated disobedience and
failure to keep the external law. It reflected a hope that the divine law would become an
inseparable part of the individual's inner being, ensuring genuine obedience and
transformation.



Old Testament Law vs. New Covenant

The traditional law, given through Moses on Mount Sinai, was external and written on stone
tablets. This law served as a foundation for Israelite society and religious practice. However,
its external nature often led to superficial compliance rather than heartfelt commitment.
The new covenant, as articulated in Jeremiah, proposes that the law be internalized,
fostering a sincere and enduring adherence rooted in personal conviction.

Theological Significance and Interpretations

The phrase "i will write the law in their hearts" holds substantial theological weight across
various religious traditions, particularly within Judaism and Christianity. It represents a shift
from ritualistic observance to an intimate, transformative relationship with divine will.

Judaism's Perspective

In Jewish theology, the new covenant promised by God is seen as a future hope where the
people will fully embrace God's commandments internally. This internalization is viewed as
the ultimate fulfillment of the Torah’s purpose—creating a community that lives by divine
principles naturally and willingly.

Christian Interpretations

Christian theology often interprets this phrase as fulfilled through the life and work of Jesus
Christ. The new covenant is understood as God's promise of salvation and transformation
through the Holy Spirit, who inscribes God's law upon believers’ hearts. This internal law
guides Christians in ethical living beyond mere external observance.

Spiritual Transformation and Divine Guidance

At its core, the promise to write the law in hearts symbolizes spiritual renewal and
transformation. It implies a divine intervention where moral understanding becomes
intrinsic, enabling individuals to discern right from wrong through an internal compass
aligned with divine will.

Impact on Moral Philosophy and Ethics

The concept of writing the law in the heart extends beyond religious doctrine into the realm



of moral philosophy and ethics. It highlights the importance of internal moral reasoning and
conscience in ethical behavior.

Internalization of Moral Principles

The idea that laws or ethical principles should be internalized resonates with many
philosophical traditions. Ethical behavior motivated by internal conviction tends to be more
consistent and authentic than behavior enforced solely by external rules or fear of
punishment.

Conscience and Moral Autonomy

The phrase underscores the role of conscience as an internal guide to moral decision-
making. Moral autonomy—the ability to govern oneself according to internalized
principles—is a foundational concept in modern ethics, reflecting the enduring influence of
this biblical metaphor.

Influence on Modern Ethical Theories

Several ethical theories, including virtue ethics and deontological ethics, emphasize the
importance of internal moral character and commitment. The metaphor of writing the law in
the heart parallels these ideas by advocating for a moral compass that is deeply ingrained
within the individual.

Contemporary Applications and Spiritual
Relevance

Today, the phrase "i will write the law in their hearts" continues to inspire spiritual
reflection, ethical development, and personal transformation across various contexts.

Personal Spiritual Growth

Many spiritual traditions encourage adherents to cultivate an internal sense of divine law or
moral truth. This internalization fosters a more meaningful and authentic spiritual life,
where ethical conduct flows naturally from inner conviction rather than external obligation.



Ethical Leadership and Community Building

In leadership and community ethics, the concept emphasizes the importance of integrity
and genuine commitment to shared values. Writing the law in the heart suggests that true
ethical leadership arises when principles are embraced internally, inspiring others through
example.

Practical Steps Toward Internalizing Moral Values

Regular reflection and meditation on core ethical principles

Engagement with sacred texts or moral teachings to deepen understanding

Practice of empathy and compassion to connect with others’ experiences

Accountability within communities to encourage consistent ethical behavior

Continuous personal development aimed at aligning actions with inner values

The enduring message of "i will write the law in their hearts" remains a powerful call to
internal moral transformation, influencing religious thought, ethical philosophy, and
practical living across centuries and cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'I will write the law in their
hearts' mean?
The phrase means that God's laws or moral principles will be internalized within people,
guiding their behavior naturally from within rather than through external rules.

Where does the phrase 'I will write the law in their
hearts' originate from?
This phrase originates from the Bible, specifically from the book of Jeremiah 31:33 and is
also referenced in Hebrews 8:10, where God promises a new covenant with His people.

How is 'writing the law in their hearts' significant in



Christian theology?
In Christian theology, it signifies the transformation of believers through the Holy Spirit,
enabling them to understand and follow God's will inherently, reflecting a personal and
intimate relationship with God.

Is 'writing the law in their hearts' related to the concept
of the New Covenant?
Yes, it is central to the New Covenant, which contrasts with the Old Covenant of external
laws. The New Covenant emphasizes internal change and a direct, personal connection with
God.

How can the concept of 'writing the law in their hearts'
be applied in everyday life?
It encourages individuals to cultivate internal moral values and conscience, leading to
ethical behavior that is motivated by genuine conviction rather than external enforcement.

Does 'writing the law in their hearts' imply the end of
traditional laws and commandments?
No, it does not imply the abolition of laws but rather a deeper internalization and
understanding of them, where people follow moral principles willingly and sincerely.

How do different religious traditions interpret the idea
of 'writing the law in their hearts'?
While primarily a Judeo-Christian concept, various religious traditions emphasize inner
moral transformation; interpretations may vary, but the idea of internalizing ethical
teachings is common across many faiths.

Additional Resources
1. The Law Written Within: Exploring the Heart’s Covenant
This book delves into the biblical promise that God's law would be inscribed on human
hearts. It explores the theological significance of internalizing divine principles and how this
transformation impacts personal morality and spiritual growth. Readers will find reflections
on the relationship between heart, conscience, and faith.

2. Hearts Inscribed: The New Covenant and Inner Transformation
Focusing on the New Covenant, this work examines how God's laws are no longer external
mandates but internal guides. It discusses the role of the Holy Spirit in renewing the heart
and enabling believers to live in alignment with God’s will naturally. The book also includes
practical applications for nurturing this internal law in daily life.

3. From Stone to Spirit: Understanding the Law in Our Hearts



This title contrasts the old covenant, written on tablets of stone, with the new covenant
written on human hearts. It offers historical context and scriptural analysis to explain this
profound shift. The author highlights the implications for ethics, community, and personal
relationship with God.

4. The Heart’s Law: Divine Guidance Beyond Tradition
Exploring how divine law transcends legalism, this book emphasizes the internal moral
compass given by God. It argues that true obedience flows from a heart aligned with God
rather than mere rule-following. Inspirational stories and theological insights illustrate how
the law in the heart fosters genuine love and justice.

5. Inscribed by Grace: The Spirit’s Role in Writing the Law
This book centers on the Spirit’s work in transforming believers and inscribing God’s law
within them. It discusses the interplay between grace, faith, and obedience, showing how
law written on the heart is a gift rather than a burden. Readers are encouraged to embrace
this transformative process for spiritual renewal.

6. Living the Written Law: Heartfelt Obedience in a Modern World
Addressing contemporary challenges, this title explores how the law written in the heart
guides ethical decisions today. It provides insights on maintaining integrity and compassion
in a complex society. The book combines scriptural wisdom with practical advice for
embodying God’s law internally.

7. The Covenant Within: Biblical Perspectives on Heart-Centered Law
This scholarly work examines biblical texts related to the internalization of God’s law. It
offers detailed exegesis and theological commentary on key passages, including Jeremiah
and Hebrews. The book is ideal for readers seeking a deeper academic understanding of
the heart-written law.

8. Heartfelt Justice: Embracing God’s Law from Within
This book explores the connection between justice, mercy, and the law written on the heart.
It highlights how internalizing God’s law leads to compassionate action and social
righteousness. Through case studies and reflections, readers are inspired to pursue justice
rooted in heartfelt obedience.

9. Inscribe My Heart: Prayers and Meditations on Divine Law
A devotional collection, this book offers prayers and meditations centered on the theme of
God writing His law on believers’ hearts. It encourages readers to seek transformation and
alignment with God’s will through daily reflection. The meditations foster a deeper spiritual
connection and commitment to living the law from within.
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  i will write the law in their hearts: Love and Serve Pastor Ross L. Worch, 2021-07-26 Love
and Serve is composed of 377 devotions to give daily guidance in our servant ministry to reflect
God's love to all around us. There are 366 devotions for every day of the year, plus eleven additional
devotions for the Church year celebrations that move around the calendar because they are
controlled by the changing date of Easter each year. That makes this devotional book useable year
after year. By ecclesiastical rules, Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon after the first
day of spring. There are thirty-five possible dates for Easter, from March 22 to April 25. The
devotions for Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, and Pentecost can
be plugged in each year on the specific date that applies for that year. Love and Serve is really a
group of 377 mini-sermons to help us turn God's Word into daily action. Each devotion is headed by
words from the Bible, and the devotion answers the question, What does this mean for us in the
twenty-first century? And each devotion ends with a short prayer that is intended to help us put our
words into action. This love (agape) is the kind of unconditional love that God has for each of us and
the way God wants us to love each other. Agape, when done as God intended, is a verb, an action
word. God calls on us to be his ambassadors here on earth. We are to represent God to our
neighbors. Love and Serve, used daily, can greatly assist in this endeavor. We are called upon to love
God and neighbor and to do God's work with our hands. We are called to love and serve.
  i will write the law in their hearts: The Christian Observer , 1849
  i will write the law in their hearts: Hebrews Interpretation Book David Kwak, 2023-12-01
In the Bible, the age before Jesus Christ came to the world have been called the age of the Old
Testament and the age after Jesus Christ came to the world have been called the age of the New
Testament. The Old Testament as the Law means that God gave the Scriptures through the angels as
the messenger of God to the Prophets in order to make the Israelites serve to God. These scriptures
are the first covenant of God, thus the Old Testament is called the first covenant as well. By the way,
the Israelites as the dependants of Abraham symbolized the chosen people of God who God had
predestined as his people before God created the heavens and the earth. Thus the Israelites were
God's people in the age of the Old Testament and the chosen people of God have been God's people
in the age of the New Testament. In this way the Old Testament means the first covenant as the Law
that God gave to make the Israelites keep it by their mind of the flesh for their living with the flesh
in the world. Thus the Law became the regulation of their living with the flesh. By the way, their
mind of the flesh have been tempted by the messenger of the devil just as the serpent in the Eden
Garden tempted the mind of the flesh of Eve as the wife of the Adam. The Israelites as the human
being have to live with their mind of the flesh without their spirit that are able to follow God who is
spirit. Because the human being have been born with the dead spirit as the guilty conscience
without their spirit as good conscience due to Adam's sin that followed the temptation of the serpent
instead of the command of God in the Eden Garden. This is called as the original sin of human being.
And in the age of the New Testament as the age of the new covenant or the age of the Salvation,
Jesus who came to the world and the apostles preached the world of truth of God as the gospel of
Christ to the chosen people of God in order to save them through their spirit born again from their
dead spirit due to Adam's sin. (See the messages of John 3:3-5) The word of truth of God as the
gospel means the New Covenant as the law of the Spirit, but not the first covenant as the Law. And
the new covenant as the law of the Spirit become the regulation of the spiritual living for God's
people. It means that the Scriptures in the New Testament become the word of truth of God as the
gospel of Christ for the salvation of the chosen people of God. So that the gospel has the spiritual
meaning in the messages instead of the literal meaning of the messages in order to save God's
people. Because the one who are born again from the dead spirit due to Adam's sin must be aware
spiritually of the gospel in order to follow the will of God who is spirit for the spiritual living by his
spiritual new life as his new self instead of the living of the flesh by his old self that lived with his
mind of the flesh. As the mentioned above, now we have to be aware spiritually of the gospel as the
new covenant becoming the New Testament in order to be saved from our original sin due to Adam's



sin in the Eden Garden. Therefore through this books with the Spiritual Interpretation, you, as the
chosen people of God are able to be aware spiritually of the world of truth of God as the new
covenant for your salvation. When you read this books, the spiritual messages of God that are living
with the power of God will lead you to be born again with good conscience from the dead spirit due
to Adam's sin as the original sin.
  i will write the law in their hearts: A Biblicist View of Law and Gospel Lester L.
Stephenson, 2017-06-09 Paul told the Romans “the Law is holy and the commandment is holy and
righteous and good.” Yet four times in three epistles he wrote, “We are not under law but under
grace.” Christians read these seemingly conflicting statements and are easily confused. They wonder
if anyone can understand how the law and the Old Testament relates to their faith. Some take the
easy way out and all but ignore the Old Testament calling it legalism. They prefer to concentrate on
and enjoy the magnificent grace of God that comes with salvation. This limits their understanding of
the Scriptures and indeed, restricts spiritual growth. Confusion further abounds because just about
every denomination has a different interpretation of the law and the relationship between the
testaments. Lester Stephenson proposes a different approach rooted in Jesus’ words in Matthew
5:17-18, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but
to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke
shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” Those two verses call for Christians to look anew
at the law and the rest of the Old Testament. Not one part of the law or what the prophets wrote will
pass away until Jesus has completely fulfilled it. Stephenson stresses that Christians must recognize
the importance of the Bible that Jesus and the apostles used. Each time Jesus and the apostles used
the phrase, “it is written” they were using an Old Testament passage to illustrate a New Testament
principle. In A Biblicist View of Law and Gospel, Stephenson advocates a biblicist view based on
careful Bible study to explain how Christians are to view the law and the way the testaments fit
together as an inspired whole.
  i will write the law in their hearts: The Greek Life of Adam and Eve John R. Levison,
2022-12-05 For the first time, Jack Levison offers the English-speaking world a comprehensive
commentary on the Greek Life of Adam and Eve, an epic of pain, death, and hope. An exhaustive
introduction clarifies issues of literary character, manuscripts and versions, and provenance; the
commentary itself provides rich discussions of the Greek text, illuminated by Jewish scripture and
ancient Greek and Hebrew literature. Fresh translation and bibliography.
  i will write the law in their hearts: ESV® Standard Lesson Commentary® 2017-2018
Standard Publishing, 2017-06-01 As the nation's most popular annual Bible commentary for more
than 2 decades, the Standard Lesson Commentary provides 52 weeks of study in a single volume and
combines thorough Bible study with relevant examples and questions. The ESV SLC Paperback
Edition is perfect as the primary resource for an adult Sunday school class and personal study or as
a supplemental resource for any curriculum that follows the ISSL/Uniform Series. Nearly 2 dozen
ministers, teachers, and Christian education specialists provide the Bible commentary, lesson plans,
discussion questions, and other features that make the Standard Lesson Commentary the most
popular annual Bible commentary available. The Standard Lesson Commentary is based on the
popular Uniform Series, also called the International Sunday School Lessons. This series, developed
by scholars from several church fellowships, provides an orderly study of the Bible in a 6-year
period.
  i will write the law in their hearts: The Branch Exposition of the Bible, Volume 2 Michael A.
Eaton, 2024-09-30 A great deal of biblical scholarship is written for academics and fails to edify
readers or strengthen their Christian ministry. Yet, Christians need to be nourished by the word of
God so they can mature in faith and righteousness. Filling this gap, The Branch Exposition of the
Bible is a resource for preachers, scholars and ordinary Christians alike, to help open God’s word
and shed its light into life, ministry and teaching. Inspired by the words of the great reformer Martin
Luther about shaking every branch of Scripture, and with experience in ministering across Africa,
India and the West, Michael A. Eaton helps us understand the meaning of the Bible and taste its



fruit. Together with the New Testament volume, this exposition of the Old Testament accessibly
engages with the biblical languages, gives application for our lives and leads us through each book
of the Old Testament so that we can meet the resurrected Jesus Christ in the pages of Scripture.
  i will write the law in their hearts: A New Self-Interpreting New Testament; Containing
Many Thousands of Various Readings and Parallel Passages ... Including All Those of the
Authorized Version ... With Introductory Arguments ... a Reconciliation of Seeming
Contradictions, and the Meaning and Pronunciation of Scripture Proper Names. By John
Platts , 1830
  i will write the law in their hearts: A new self-interpreting Testament, containing thousands
of various readings and parallel passages, with intr. arguments [&c.] by J. Platts John Platts, 1827
  i will write the law in their hearts: Heirs of Promise P. Chase Sears, 2015-11-20 How did the
Apostle Paul view the Church? And where does Israel fit in? How are the promises to Israel fulfilled?
In Heirs of Promise, P. Chase Sears discusses this relationship between the Church and Israel, and
he explains how that affects our understanding of the Old Testament. Using a biblical-theological
approach to the book of Romans, Sears argues that Paul understood the church not as a replacement
of Israel, but as the new Israel—the continuation of Israel reconstituted in Christ. And Jesus, as the
Son of God, is the true Israel who fulfills all of God's purposes for Israel and creation. Sears shows
how the Old Testament promises to Israel are being fulfilled in the Church.
  i will write the law in their hearts: One Hundred and Ninety Sermons on the Hundred
and Nineteenth Psalm Thomas Manton, 1845
  i will write the law in their hearts: When Good Kids Make Bad Choices Elyse Fitzpatrick,
James Newheiser, Laura Hendrickson, 2005-03-01 There is perhaps no greater fear in a parent's
heart than the thought that a much-loved and well-cared-for child will make bad choices or even
become a prodigal. What are parents to do in such circumstances? Authors Jim Newheiser and Elyse
Fitzpatrick speak from years of personal experience as both parents and biblical counselors about
how hurting parents can deal with the emotional trauma of when a child goes astray. They offer
concrete hope and encouragement along with positive steps parents can take even in the most
negative situations. Includes excellent advice from Dr. Laura Hendrickson regarding medicines
commonly prescribed to problem children, and offers questions parents can ask pediatricians before
using behavioral medications. A heartfelt and practical guide for parents.
  i will write the law in their hearts: Wiersbe Bible Commentary NT Warren W. Wiersbe,
2023-06-09 The Wiersbe Bible Commentary is a must have for believers wanting a deeper and
practical resource for studying the New Testament and includes: The complete New Testament in
one volume (Matthew to Revelation) Section-by-section commentary Biblical chart Book
introductions Extended notes References Dr. Warren Wiersbe is one of the most beloved Bible
teachers with over 40 years of pastoral experience. His bestselling Bible Commentaries are one of
the most trustworthy resources used by pastors, Bible teachers, and persons interested in knowing
more about God’s Word. His easy-to-read and insightful explanations provide a comprehensive
understanding of the Bible.
  i will write the law in their hearts: Paul's Necessary Sin Timothy Ashworth, 2006 How can we
know today what was happening in the minds and hearts of Paul and the first Christians so long ago?
By getting below the surface of Paul's theology, the consistent key elements of early Christian
experience are revealed in a way that throws li
  i will write the law in their hearts: Collected Works Vol. 1 Charles H. Spurgeon, 2010
  i will write the law in their hearts: Praying with Mom Mike Chung, 2012-12-13 Everyone in
this world must deal with loss. The hardest loss is losing those we love. There are not many books
written about a son's love for his mother, but here in Praying With Mom, Michael Chung chronicles
the journey of a son through the last years of his mother's life. Through prayer, tears, time, and love,
this book is a voyage of the soul into how a son spent the last years with his mother and how his God
brought him through it all. Many people have trouble with their faith when experiencing the trials of
loss, and some even abandon it, being angry at God for not doing more. In Praying With Mom, the



author discusses from his heart and soul how he dealt with the suffering of losing the love of his
mother.
  i will write the law in their hearts: Principles of the Christian Religion - Teacher Jonathan
Marshall,
  i will write the law in their hearts: The Christian and the Old Testament Walter C. Kaiser Jr.,
2019-04-24 Is the Old Testament relevant for today? Yes! Discover the unifying theme of the Old and
New Testaments -- and of history! -- in God's promise-plan first given to Abraham in Genesis 12.
Cross-cultural workers and students of the Bible will discover valuable insights and new zeal for
searching and communicating the Scriptures in this very readable book based on years of massive
scholarship.
  i will write the law in their hearts: Soul Revival: A 40 Days' Journey to the Feet of Christ
Ramos Talaya, 2020-06-03 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. (2 Chronicles 16:9A) Soul
Revival is a practical 40 days' devotional that helps Christians to draw closer to Jesus Christ our
Lord and be spiritually revived. The book is rooted firmly in Scripture. Based on the greatest sermon
ever preached by Christ (The Sermon on the Mount) and is wisely and intricately patterned into a 40
day life journey into the presence of God. With the help of the Holy Spirit, the author expounds on
the matchless teachings of Christ, making Christ's teachings clear and easy for the reader to
comprehend. The book makes Christianity easy to understand and practical, and explains what it
means to be a follower of Jesus. It will lead many into true discipleship. The book can be summarized
in the heart cry of the Psalmist: Revive me, O Lord, for Your name's sake! For Your righteousness'
sake bring my soul out of trouble. (Psalm 143:11) Is your soul athirst for God? Is your heart yearning
and longing for a closer and meaningful relationship with Christ? Do you desire for a closer, intimate
and satisfying relationship with the Holy Spirit? Is your soul athirst for a personal revival? If yes,
then... Sow 40 days of your life and reap a soul revival!
  i will write the law in their hearts: Old Testament Quotations in Hebrews Georg Walser,
2013 This thesis aims at investigating the use of the Old Testament in the New, and in Hebrews
specifically, focusing on two aspects which appear to have been somewhat neglected in previous
scholarship, namely the text and context of specific quotations. The aspect of text takes the
complicated textual history of the Old Testament into account, especially concentrating on the
findings of recent Septuagint research and particularly the possibility that different Hebrew texts
may underlie the Greek translation. The aspect of context draws on the assumption that Hebrews
was composed in a Jewish context, where the Old Testament text had been interpreted for a long
time. It is also presupposed that this exegesis was handed down along with the Hebrew Scriptures
not only in the post Second Temple Jewish community, but also in the early Church. Hence primary
sources, such as Talmud, Midrash and early Church Fathers, are consulted with the intention of
better understanding the interpretation of the Old Testament quotations in Hebrews. To do this
three Old Testament texts, which exist in distinctly different versions and have been quoted in
Hebrews, have been examined, namely Gen. 47:31b (in Heb. 11:21), Ps. 40:7b (in Heb. 10:5), and
Jer. 31:33 (in Heb. 8:10 and 10:16). The outcome of this study shows that several versions of Old
Testament texts were interpreted at the time of the New Testament and that the peculiarities of the
different versions had a decisive impact on the exegesis of the texts. Further, it shows that some
versions of the texts were favoured in the Jewish context while others were preferred in the early
Church. Hence different understandings of Old Testament passages in different contexts are
sometimes not the result of different interpretations of the same texts, but of the exegesis of
different versions of the same text.
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