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i want a wife by judy brady analysis offers a compelling examination of
gender roles and societal expectations through the lens of feminist
literature. This essay, originally published in 1971, remains a powerful
critique of traditional marriage dynamics and the unequal burdens placed on
women. In this analysis, the key themes, rhetorical strategies, and cultural
context of Brady’s work will be explored to understand its lasting impact on
feminist discourse. The article also delves into the stylistic elements that
make "I Want a Wife" a poignant and influential piece, as well as its
relevance in contemporary discussions about gender equality. By investigating
these aspects, this analysis aims to provide a thorough understanding of the
essay’s significance in both literary and social frameworks.
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Context and Background of "I Want a Wife"

"I Want a Wife" was written by Judy Brady, a feminist writer and activist,
during the height of the second-wave feminist movement in the early 1970s.
The essay was first published in Ms. Magazine in 1971, a platform dedicated
to feminist issues and gender equality. Brady’s work reflects the social and
cultural environment of the time, when women were challenging traditional
roles and seeking greater autonomy in both personal and professional spheres.
Understanding this historical context is crucial to appreciating the essay’s
provocative tone and its critique of the institution of marriage.

The Feminist Movement and Social Climate

The early 1970s marked a period of significant social upheaval, with women
advocating for equal rights in employment, education, and family life. The
feminist movement questioned long-standing gender norms and sought to expose
the systemic inequalities women faced. "I Want a Wife" emerged as a satirical
response to the unequal distribution of domestic labor and emotional support



expected from wives, highlighting the need for societal change.

Judy Brady’s Personal and Literary Background

Brady’s own experiences as a feminist and writer informed her perspective in
"I Want a Wife." Her ability to blend personal insight with sharp social
commentary allowed her to craft an essay that resonated widely with readers.
The piece reflects both her critique of patriarchal systems and her call for
awareness about the invisible labor women perform within marriage.

Thematic Exploration

The central themes of "I Want a Wife" revolve around gender inequality, the
role of women in marriage, and societal expectations. Brady uses irony and
satire to expose the unrealistic and often oppressive demands placed on
wives. This section explores these themes in detail, revealing how the essay
critiques traditional marital roles and advocates for gender equality.

Gender Roles and Expectations

Brady’s essay outlines the stereotypical duties assigned to wives, including
domestic chores, child-rearing, emotional support, and managing the husband's
needs. She highlights how these responsibilities are normalized and expected
without question, reinforcing traditional gender roles. The essay reveals the
imbalance in labor and expectations that often leaves wives overwhelmed and
undervalued.

The Institution of Marriage

The essay critiques marriage as an institution that perpetuates inequality by
assigning women subordinate roles. Brady’s ironic tone underscores how
marriage can restrict women’s freedom and individuality, while benefiting men
by relieving them of certain responsibilities. This theme draws attention to
the structural factors that maintain gender disparities within domestic life.

Invisible Labor and Emotional Work

One of the key points in the essay is the concept of invisible labor—the
unpaid and often unrecognized work that wives perform. This emotional and



physical labor includes managing household tasks, supporting the husband’s
career, and maintaining family harmony. Brady’s analysis sheds light on how
this labor is taken for granted and seldom acknowledged in societal
discourse.

Rhetorical Devices and Style

Judy Brady employs a range of rhetorical strategies to effectively
communicate her critique in "I Want a Wife." Her use of satire, repetition,
and first-person narration creates a persuasive and impactful tone. This
section examines these literary devices and how they contribute to the
essay’s enduring power.

Satire and Irony

The essay’s most prominent rhetorical device is satire. Brady adopts the
voice of a wife listing all the qualities and duties she desires in a wife,
which ironically exposes the unrealistic and unfair expectations placed on
women. This ironic approach invites readers to reflect critically on societal
norms rather than accept them at face value.

Repetition for Emphasis

Repetition is used strategically throughout the essay to emphasize the
exhaustive list of responsibilities assigned to wives. The phrase “I want a
wife who...” recurs, reinforcing the overwhelming nature of these demands and
underscoring the imbalance in marital roles. This repetitive structure also
enhances the essay’s rhythm and persuasive effect.

First-Person Narrative Perspective

By using a first-person narrative, Brady personalizes the critique, making it
relatable and direct. This perspective allows the writer to assume a voice
that simultaneously embraces and mocks traditional expectations, creating a
compelling contrast that engages readers and provokes thought.

Impact and Legacy

The publication of "I Want a Wife" had a significant influence on feminist



literature and social discourse. It became an iconic piece illustrating the
challenges women face in marriage and domestic life. This section explores
the essay’s impact on readers, feminist movements, and its continued
relevance.

Influence on Feminist Thought

The essay contributed to a wider awareness of gender inequality within
marriage and the need to reevaluate traditional roles. It helped to
articulate the frustrations many women felt and provided a language for
discussing domestic oppression. "I Want a Wife" remains a reference point in
feminist studies and gender equality advocacy.

Reception and Criticism

While widely praised for its incisive critique, the essay also faced
criticism for its generalizations and perceived one-sidedness. Some argued
that it oversimplified complex marital dynamics or ignored the experiences of
men and diverse family structures. Nonetheless, its provocative nature
sparked important conversations about gender roles.

Legacy in Literature and Education

"I Want a Wife" is frequently included in academic curricula exploring
feminist literature, gender studies, and social criticism. Its legacy endures
as a powerful example of how personal narrative and satire can influence
social awareness and inspire change.

Contemporary Relevance

Decades after its publication, "I Want a Wife" continues to resonate in
discussions about gender roles, equality, and domestic labor. This section
addresses the essay’s relevance in today’s social context, considering
ongoing challenges and shifts in societal expectations.

Modern Gender Roles and Marriage

While significant progress has been made toward gender equality, many of the
issues Brady highlighted persist. The division of domestic labor and



emotional work still often falls disproportionately on women. The essay’s
critique remains pertinent in analyzing how traditional roles adapt or resist
change in modern marriages.

Intersectionality and Diverse Perspectives

Contemporary feminist discourse incorporates intersectionality, acknowledging
how race, class, sexuality, and other factors intersect with gender. This
broader perspective enriches the analysis of marriage and domestic roles,
highlighting complexities that Brady’s original essay did not fully address
but that align with its core message.

The Role of Media and Cultural Change

Media representation and cultural narratives continue to shape expectations
around marriage and gender roles. "I Want a Wife" serves as a critical lens
through which to evaluate these portrayals and advocate for more equitable
and realistic depictions of partnership and domestic responsibilities.

Unequal distribution of household chores

Emotional labor and support roles

Societal and cultural expectations of wives

Impact of traditional gender norms on personal freedom

Importance of recognizing invisible labor

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'I Want a Wife' by Judy
Brady?
The main theme of 'I Want a Wife' is the exploration of gender roles and
expectations within marriage, highlighting the unequal burdens and societal
pressures placed on wives.



How does Judy Brady use satire in 'I Want a Wife'?
Judy Brady uses satire by listing the extensive and demanding tasks expected
of a wife in an exaggerated manner, thereby critiquing traditional gender
roles and the unfair treatment of women in marriage.

What is the tone of 'I Want a Wife' and how does it
contribute to the essay's message?
The tone is ironic and sarcastic, which helps emphasize the absurdity of the
unequal expectations placed on wives, making the reader question societal
norms.

Why is 'I Want a Wife' considered a feminist essay?
It is considered a feminist essay because it challenges patriarchal norms,
exposes gender inequalities in marriage, and advocates for women's rights and
equality.

How does Judy Brady structure her argument in the
essay?
Brady structures her argument as a list of duties and responsibilities a wife
is expected to fulfill, using this format to highlight the overwhelming and
often unacknowledged labor women perform.

What historical context influenced Judy Brady's 'I
Want a Wife'?
The essay was written during the feminist movements of the 1970s, a time when
women were actively challenging traditional roles and advocating for equal
rights in marriage and society.

How does 'I Want a Wife' challenge traditional
marital roles?
The essay challenges traditional marital roles by exposing how wives are
expected to cater to their husbands' needs and desires, often at the expense
of their own freedom and identity.

What rhetorical devices are prominent in 'I Want a
Wife'?
Prominent rhetorical devices include irony, repetition, and exaggeration,
which Brady employs to effectively criticize societal expectations of wives.



What impact has 'I Want a Wife' had on discussions
about gender roles?
The essay has become a significant piece in feminist literature, sparking
conversations about gender inequality, marriage expectations, and inspiring
further advocacy for women's rights.

Additional Resources
1. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan
This groundbreaking book explores the dissatisfaction among women in the
1950s and 1960s who were confined to the roles of housewives and mothers.
Friedan critiques the societal norms that limited women's potential and
sparked the second-wave feminist movement. The book provides essential
context for understanding the cultural backdrop of Judy Brady’s "I Want a
Wife."

2. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity by Judith Butler
Judith Butler’s influential work challenges traditional notions of gender and
identity, arguing that gender is performative rather than innate. The book
offers a theoretical framework that complements the satirical critique of
gender roles found in "I Want a Wife." Readers interested in feminist theory
and gender studies will find this an essential read.

3. Feminism Is for Everybody: Passionate Politics by bell hooks
Bell hooks presents an accessible introduction to feminist theory and
activism, emphasizing the importance of intersectionality and inclusivity.
This book sheds light on the broader feminist movement and the ongoing
struggle against gender inequality, themes central to Judy Brady’s essay. It
encourages readers to think critically about societal expectations of women.

4. Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women by Susan Faludi
Faludi examines the resistance to feminist progress in the 1980s,
highlighting how media and cultural narratives sought to undermine women's
rights. The book provides a critical historical perspective on the struggles
faced by women seeking equality, paralleling the frustrations expressed in "I
Want a Wife." It is a powerful analysis of societal pushback against feminist
gains.

5. Women, Race, & Class by Angela Y. Davis
Angela Davis explores the intersections of gender, race, and class within the
feminist movement, emphasizing the experiences of marginalized women. This
book broadens the conversation initiated by Judy Brady by addressing the
complexity of women's identities and the diversity of their struggles. It is
essential for understanding the multifaceted nature of feminist issues.

6. The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir
A foundational feminist text, de Beauvoir’s work examines the historical and
philosophical foundations of women's oppression. She famously declares, "One



is not born, but rather becomes, a woman," highlighting the social
construction of gender roles. This aligns with the themes of "I Want a Wife"
by questioning the expectations placed on women in society.

7. We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Adichie’s essay adapts feminist ideas for a modern audience, advocating for
gender equality and challenging stereotypes. It offers a contemporary
perspective on the issues Judy Brady addressed decades earlier. The book is a
concise, impactful call to recognize and dismantle gender biases.

8. Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls by Mary Pipher
This book explores the challenges that adolescent girls face in contemporary
culture, including the pressures to conform to traditional gender roles.
Pipher’s insights into the socialization of girls complement the critical
tone of "I Want a Wife" regarding societal expectations of women. It is a
compassionate look at the development of female identity.

9. Men Explain Things to Me by Rebecca Solnit
Solnit’s collection of essays addresses issues of gender inequality,
particularly focusing on the silencing and marginalization of women. The
book’s sharp critique of patriarchal attitudes resonates with the satirical
and feminist tone of "I Want a Wife." It provides a modern feminist
perspective on the dynamics of power and communication between genders.
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Student Edition Barbara L. Murphy, Estelle M. Rankin, 2021-08-04 MATCHES THE LATEST
EXAM! Let us supplement your AP classroom experience with this multi-platform study guide. The
immensely popular 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language Elite Student Edition has been updated for
the 2021-22 school year and now contains: 3 full-length practice exams (available both in the book
and online) that reflect the latest exam “5 Minutes to a 5” section with a 5-minute activity for each
day of the school year that reinforces the most important concepts covered in class Access to a
robust online platform Hundreds of practice exercises with thorough answer explanations Strategies
for deconstructing essay prompts and planning your essay Powerful analytics you can use to assess
your test readiness Flashcards, games, social media support, and more
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on Cross-Platform•Hundreds of practice exercises with thorough answer
explanations•Comprehensive overview of the AP English Language exam format •Proven strategies
specific to each section of the exam•Strategies for deconstructing essay prompts and planning your
essay•A comprehensive review of analysis and argument, and practice activities to hone your skills
in close reading, critical thinking, and critical/ analytical/ argumentative writing BONUS
Cross-Platform Prep Course for extra practice exams with personalized study plans, interactive tests,
powerful analytics and progress charts, flashcards, games, and more! (see inside front and back
covers for details) 5 Minutes to a 5 section: 180 Questions and Activities that give you an extra 5
minutes of review for every day of the school year, reinforcing the most vital course material and
building the skills and confidence you need to succeed on the AP exam The 5-Step Plan: Step 1: Set
up your study plan with three model schedulesStep 2: Determine your readiness with an AP-style
Diagnostic ExamStep 3: Develop the strategies that will give you the edge on test dayStep 4: Review
the terms and concepts you need to achieve your highest scoreStep 5: Build your confidence with
full-length practice exams
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: The St. Martin's Custom Reader Lynn Z. Bloom,
Bloom Smith, Louise Z. Smith, Dr Lynn Z Bloom, B A M a PH D, University Louise Z Smith, 2001-09
The St. Martin's Custom Reader enables instructors to create their own readers -- readers that truly
reflect the content and goals of their courses and the interests and needs of their students. Based on
the most exhaustive study ever conducted of the reading selections that have actually been taught in
freshman composition (Lynn Z. Bloom's Essay Canon research, College English, March 1999) -- The
St. Martin's Custom Reader makes available the essays that have proven most teachable for
first-year writing courses. With a database of approximately 240 classic and contemporary essays,
The St. Martin's Custom Reader can be created easily online at the Bedford/St. Martin's Web site,
www.customreader.bedfordstmartins.com.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: A Fair Day's Work Sean Scalmer, 2025-08-13 The
length of the working day and the challenges of work–life balance are pressing issues for many
Australians, as well as lively matters of public controversy. While the winning of the eight-hour day
is celebrated as a past industrial achievement, contemporary discussions of working hours often
overlook its rich history. Tracing 150 years of campaigns for rights and for the fair distribution of
productivity gains, historian Sean Scalmer shows how these movements successfully reduced the
length of the standard working week from 60 to 38 hours per week, and how economic, social and
political shifts since the early 1980s have stalled this long-term progress. Today, industrial laws
provide inadequate protection for excessive hours, and Australian women increasingly shoulder long
hours of paid work with the bulk of unpaid domestic labour. This has produced a social crisis for all
Australians, but is yet to inspire adequate political action. As debate over our working lives
intensifies amid ongoing political, economic and technological challenges, Scalmer’s labour of love
on the history of work and play affords us a way to understand the past so we can win back our
time—collectively.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Biography of "Gloria Steinem" Saurabh Singh
Chauhan , 2024-02-15 Biography of Gloria Steinem: American Journalist and Social Activist. Explore
the remarkable journey of Gloria Steinem, a trailblazing journalist and feminist icon. Biography of
Gloria Steinem: American Journalist and Social Activist takes you through her life, from her
challenging childhood in Ohio to her influential role in the feminist movement. Learn about her
groundbreaking work, including her undercover investigation at the Playboy Club, her pivotal role in
founding Ms. Magazine, and her tireless advocacy for women's rights. This biography also covers
her co-founding of the National Women's Political Caucus, her involvement in major feminist
campaigns, and her continued activism in later years. With detailed chapters on her personal life,
awards, and legacy, this book provides a comprehensive view of Steinem's contributions to social
justice and gender equality. It's a must-read for anyone interested in the history of feminism, the
power of journalism, and the impact of one woman's dedication to making the world a more just
place. Perfect for students, scholars, and general readers alike, this biography offers both



inspiration and insight into the life of a woman who changed the course of history. Whether you're
looking for an educational resource, a source of motivation, or a captivating read, Biography of
Gloria Steinem is an essential addition to your collection.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language 2021 Elite Student
Edition Barbara L. Murphy, Estelle M. Rankin, 2020-12-25 MATCHES THE LATEST EXAM! In this
hybrid year, let us supplement your AP classroom experience with this multi-platform study guide.
The immensely popular 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language Elite Student Edition has been updated
for the 2020-21 school year and now contains: 3 full-length practice exams (available both in the
book and online) that reflect the latest exam “5 Minutes to a 5” section—a 5-minute activity for each
day of the school year that reinforces the most important concepts covered in class Up-to-Date
Resources for COVID 19 Exam Disruption Access to a robust online platform Hundreds of practice
exercises with thorough answer explanations Strategies for deconstructing essay prompts and
planning your essay Powerful analytics you can use to assess your test readiness Flashcards, games,
social media support, and more
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: The Writing Process John M. Lannon, 2004 This writing
guide/reader/handbook demystifies writing by presenting the writing process as a series of critical
thinking decisions about audience and purpose. Widely admired for its clear, readable style, The
Writing Process focuses on writing as decision-making, with a wealth of student samples in various
draft stages and a strong collection of professional readings-essays, fiction, poetry, memoirs, and
cartoons-to illustrate writing strategies. Helps readers understand the writing process. Writing
process, research process. Anyone who wants to learn to write well.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language and
Composition 2023 Elite Student Edition Barbara L. Murphy, Estelle M. Rankin, 2022-08-01 AP
Teachers’ #1 Choice! Ready to succeed in your AP course and ace your exam? Our 5 Steps to a 5
guides explain the tough stuff, offer tons of practice and explanations, and help you make the most
efficient use of your study time. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language and Composition Elite is more
than a review guide, it’s a system that has helped thousands of students walk into test day feeling
prepared and confident. Everything you Need for a 5: 3 full-length practice tests that align with the
latest College Board requirements Hundreds of practice exercises with answer explanations
Comprehensive overview of all test topics Proven strategies from seasoned AP educators Why the
Elite edition? 200+ pages of additional AP content 5-minute daily activities to reinforce critical AP
concepts AP educators love this feature for bellringers in the classroom! Study on the Go: All
instructional content in digital format (for both computers and mobile devices) Interactive practice
tests with answer explanations A self-guided study plan with daily goals, powerful analytics,
flashcards, games, and more A Great In-class Supplement: 5 Steps is an ideal companion to your
main AP text Includes an AP English Language and Composition Teacher’s Manual that offers
excellent guidance to educators for better use of the 5 Steps resources
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language and
Composition 2024 Elite Student Edition Barbara L. Murphy, Estelle M. Rankin, 2023-07-31 AP
Teachers’ #1 Choice! Ready to succeed in your AP course and ace your exam? Our 5 Steps to a 5
guides explain the tough stuff, offer tons of practice and explanations, and help you make the most
efficient use of your study time. 5 Steps to a 5: English Language and Composition Elite Student
Edition is more than a review guide, it’s a system that has helped thousands of students walk into
test day feeling prepared and confident. Everything You Need for a 5: 3 full-length practice tests
that align with the latest College Board requirements Hundreds of practice exercises with answer
explanations Comprehensive overview of all test topics Proven strategies from seasoned AP
educators Why the Elite Edition? 200+ pages of additional AP content 5-minute daily activities to
reinforce critical AP concepts AP educators love this feature for bellringers in the classroom! Study
on the Go: All instructional content in digital format (for both computers and mobile devices)
Interactive practice tests with answer explanations A self-guided, personalized study plan with daily
goals, powerful analytics, flashcards, games, and more A Great In-class Supplement: 5 Steps is an



ideal companion to your main AP text Includes an AP English Language and Composition Teacher’s
Manual that offers excellent guidance to educators for better use of the 5 Steps resources
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Writing Argumentative Essays Nancy V. Wood, 2000-05
This brief rhetoric helps students develop strategies for critical reading, critical thinking, research,
and writing that will help them argue clearly and convincingly. It teaches them to identify and
develop arguments, to read and form reactions and opinions of their own, to analyze an audience, to
seek common ground, and to use a wide, realistic range of techniques to write argument papers that
express their individual views and original perspectives on modern issues. It includes clear
explanations and examples of argument theory and reading and writing processes, research and
documentation skills, and offers engaging, class-tested writing assignments and activities. 49 Essays
for Analysis cover several broad issue and sub-issue areas, all of contemporary concern. Unique
chapters discuss student argument styles, Rogerian argument, and argument and literature.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: The Prentice Hall Reader George Miller, 2006-03 The
Prentice Hall Reader is an outstanding teaching and learning tool and is key to success in high
school and AP classes; it will help students think, read, and write clearly in high school, college, and
beyond. - Back cover.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: The Bedford Guide for College Writers with
Reader, Research Manual, and Handbook X. J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, Marcia F. Muth,
2011-01-06 With its process-oriented rhetoric, provocative thematic reader, up-to-date research
manual, and comprehensive handbook, The Bedford Guide for College Writers gives your students
the tools they need to succeed as writers -- all in one book. Each of the book's four main components
has been carefully developed to provide an engaging, well-coordinated guide for student writers.
This edition's new, more open design and sharper focus on active learning do even more to help
students develop transferable skills. The Bedford Guide for College Writers prepares students to be
the confident, resourceful, and independent writers they will need to be.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Perspectives on Argument Nancy V. Wood, 1998 This
college text teaches students strategies for reading, thinking, and writing that they can use in all
types of argument, both inside and outside the classroom. The author notes that modern arguments
often encompass a variety of perspectives, rather than a right or wrong position, and do not alwa
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Patterns for a Purpose Barbara Fine Clouse, 2003 This
book emphasizes the rhetorical patterns as strategies to help writers achieve their purposes for
writing - as means rather than ends. The text focuses on how writers combine patterns and treats
argumentation-persuasion in depth. - Many of the new readings are on contemporary issues and by
contemporary authors. - A short story or poem has been added to each of the chapters. - Each
chapter of readings now begins and ends with a visual and a writing activity. These provocative
images get students thinking and writing, and act as prompts for writing an essay.
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Composing with Confidence Alan Meyers, 1996
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Writing Process Addison-Wesley Longman, Incorporated,
1998-11
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: The Essay Connection Lynn Z. Bloom, 1998
  i want a wife by judy brady analysis: Handbook of Research on Deconstructing Culture and
Communication in the Global South Okocha, Desmond Onyemechi, Yousaf, Muhammad, Onobe,
Melchizedec J., 2023-07-10 There are inequalities in global knowledge production in communication
outlets, cultural practices, and governance problems. Under this symbiotic relationship, they
reinforce the cultural ideas, values, and governance systems operating in the Western countries as
an ideal and role model for the Global South countries. Media is regarded as the agent of change for
communication and cultural values. Indigenous knowledge production and dissemination is an
essential feature to get a better insight into Global South countries. Likewise, dewesternizing and
demystifying societal culture and governance issues are pertinent in this age of information. The
Handbook of Research on Deconstructing Culture and Communication in the Global South focuses
on local production practices keeping in view the local needs of communication outlets and societal



and cultural sensitivities. This Indigenous knowledge would provide deeper and richer insights into
the problems and sensitivities of Global South countries. To achieve this end, this book adopts a
broader approach encompassing development issues, democratic values, digitalization practices,
gender equality issues, and more. Covering topics such as biocultural activism, language ideology,
and religiocentrism, this major reference work is a valuable resource for graduate students,
sociologists, government officials, students and educators of higher education, librarians,
development organization leaders, religious scholars, policymakers, researchers, and academicians.
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