
i wonder as i wander history
i wonder as i wander history traces the origins and development of one of the most beloved
American Christmas carols. This song, imbued with a deep sense of wonder and spiritual reflection,
has captivated listeners for decades. Understanding the i wonder as i wander history involves
exploring its creation, the life of its composer, and its cultural impact over time. The song's humble
beginnings in the Appalachian Mountains, coupled with its evolution into a Christmas standard,
provide rich context for its enduring popularity. This article will delve into the background of the carol,
the story of its composition, and its influence in both religious and secular music circles. Additionally,
the article will highlight notable recordings and interpretations that have shaped the song’s legacy.
The following sections will offer a comprehensive overview of the i wonder as i wander history.

Origins and Composition

Archie Campbell: The Composer’s Biography

Musical Structure and Lyrics Analysis

Early Performances and Recordings

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Notable Interpretations and Covers

Origins and Composition
The i wonder as i wander history begins in the early 1930s, rooted in the Appalachian region of the
United States. The carol was written by John Jacob Niles, a folk singer and collector, who was inspired
by a fragment of a song he heard during a Christmas Eve church service in North Carolina. Niles
encountered a young girl singing a few lines of a traditional tune, and this encounter sparked his
creativity to expand the fragment into a complete song. The original phrase "I wonder as I wander out
under the sky" served as the foundation for the full carol, which Niles developed over the following
years.

The composition process was unique in that Niles did not merely transcribe a traditional song;
instead, he created an original work influenced by folk melodies and spiritual themes common in
Appalachian music. The resulting piece is characterized by its haunting melody and contemplative
lyrics, reflecting both the mystery of the nativity and a personal introspection.

Context of Appalachian Folk Music
Appalachian folk music, known for its rich oral tradition and spiritual themes, forms the backdrop of
the i wonder as i wander history. This genre blends British Isles ballads, African American spirituals,
and indigenous American influences. John Jacob Niles was deeply immersed in this tradition and used
his ethnomusicological skills to preserve and reinterpret folk songs. The carol's origins in this cultural



milieu contribute to its authenticity and timeless appeal.

Development of the Song
After his initial inspiration, Niles worked on the melody and lyrics during subsequent visits to the
Appalachian region. He first performed the completed carol in 1933 at the University of Virginia,
where it received favorable attention. The song’s sparse arrangement and simple yet profound lyrics
allowed it to resonate with audiences, setting the stage for its future prominence in Christmas
repertoire.

Archie Campbell: The Composer’s Biography
Though commonly associated with John Jacob Niles, it is important to clarify that the correct composer
of "I Wonder as I Wander" is John Jacob Niles himself, not Archie Campbell. John Jacob Niles
(1892–1980) was an American folk singer, song collector, and composer. His life and work are integral
to understanding the i wonder as i wander history.

Niles was born in Louisville, Kentucky, and developed a passion for folk music early in life. He traveled
extensively throughout the Appalachian Mountains, collecting and performing traditional songs. His
scholarly approach combined with artistic creativity allowed him to bridge the gap between
ethnomusicology and popular music. "I Wonder as I Wander" stands as one of his most significant
contributions, showcasing his ability to transform folk fragments into polished compositions.

Musical Career and Contributions
John Jacob Niles was a prolific figure in American folk music, releasing numerous recordings and
performing internationally. He is credited with preserving many traditional songs that might otherwise
have been lost. His work influenced later generations of folk musicians and helped popularize
Appalachian music beyond its regional origins.

Influence on American Folk Revival
The folk revival movement of the mid-20th century drew heavily on the groundwork laid by collectors
like Niles. His method of recording, adapting, and performing traditional songs set a precedent for
artists such as Pete Seeger and Joan Baez. The i wonder as i wander history is inseparable from this
larger narrative of folk music’s resurgence and transformation in American culture.

Musical Structure and Lyrics Analysis
The song "I Wonder as I Wander" is notable for its hauntingly simple melody and evocative lyrics. Its
structure is minimalist, reflecting the contemplative and spiritual nature of the text. The lyrics explore
themes of wonder, humility, and the mystery surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ, making it a staple
in Christmas music traditions.



Melodic Features
The melody is characterized by a minor key, slow tempo, and repetitive motifs that emphasize the
meditative mood. The tune’s simplicity allows for emotional expression and has made it adaptable
across various musical arrangements, from solo vocal performances to choral renditions.

Lyrics and Thematic Elements
The lyrics convey a sense of awe and reflection as the narrator contemplates the nativity scene.
Phrases such as "I wonder as I wander out under the sky" evoke imagery of solitude and spiritual
searching. The song’s text is both descriptive and introspective, inviting listeners to share in the
experience of wonder.

Wonder at the mystery of Christ’s birth

Reflection on poverty and simplicity

Contemplation of faith and hope

Early Performances and Recordings
Following its creation, "I Wonder as I Wander" gained attention through John Jacob Niles’s
performances in concert halls and university settings. Its first major public exposure occurred in the
1930s, where it was well received by audiences interested in folk and spiritual music.

First Public Performances
The initial public renditions were often performed by Niles himself, who used a distinctive vocal style
to convey the song’s emotional depth. These performances helped to establish the carol’s reputation
and spread its popularity among folk music enthusiasts.

Commercial Recordings
The song was first commercially recorded in the late 1940s and 1950s, subsequently becoming a
Christmas standard. Various artists across genres began to include it in their holiday albums, further
cementing its status as a beloved carol. The simplicity and depth of the song made it accessible to
both secular and religious audiences.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The cultural impact of "I Wonder as I Wander" is significant within the realm of Christmas music and



American folk traditions. Its blend of Appalachian folk elements and spiritual lyricism has influenced
countless musicians and continues to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Role in Christmas Traditions
The song has become a mainstay in Christmas services, concerts, and recordings. It is often
performed during the Advent season and Christmas Eve, valued for its contemplative tone that
contrasts with more jubilant carols. Its spiritual message and haunting melody contribute to its
enduring presence in holiday repertoires.

Influence on Contemporary Music
Modern artists have drawn inspiration from the song’s structure and themes. Its legacy can be seen in
the work of contemporary folk and Christian musicians who seek to blend traditional sounds with
modern sensibilities. The song’s adaptability ensures its continued relevance in various musical
contexts.

Notable Interpretations and Covers
Over the decades, "I Wonder as I Wander" has been interpreted by a wide range of artists, each
bringing unique stylistic elements to the carol. These versions have contributed to the song’s rich and
diverse legacy.

Famous Recordings

Joan Baez – Known for her clear, ethereal voice, Baez’s rendition highlights the song’s folk roots.1.

Audrey Assad – Her contemporary Christian style brings a modern spiritual dimension to the2.
carol.

Emmylou Harris – Harris’s country and folk influences add warmth and authenticity.3.

Harry Belafonte – Incorporates a soulful, emotive interpretation that broadens the song’s4.
appeal.

Various Choirs – Choral arrangements showcase the song’s harmonic possibilities and solemn5.
beauty.

Adaptations in Different Genres
The song has been adapted into classical, jazz, and even instrumental versions, demonstrating its
versatility. These adaptations maintain the core emotional and thematic elements while exploring



new musical landscapes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'I Wonder as I Wander'?
The song 'I Wonder as I Wander' originated from a fragment collected by American folklorist and
composer John Jacob Niles in 1933 during a trip to Appalachia, where he heard a young girl singing it.

Who wrote the lyrics to 'I Wonder as I Wander'?
John Jacob Niles is credited with expanding and arranging the lyrics to 'I Wonder as I Wander' based
on the fragment he collected from a young girl named Annie Morgan.

When was 'I Wonder as I Wander' first published?
'I Wonder as I Wander' was first published in 1934 after John Jacob Niles developed the fragment into
a full song.

What is the historical significance of 'I Wonder as I Wander'?
The song is significant as an example of American folk music preservation and adaptation,
showcasing Appalachian musical traditions and influencing Christmas carol repertoires.

How did 'I Wonder as I Wander' become associated with
Christmas?
The song's lyrics reflect the nativity story and contemplative themes about the birth of Jesus, which
naturally led to its adoption as a Christmas carol.

Has 'I Wonder as I Wander' been performed by notable artists
throughout history?
Yes, the song has been performed and recorded by numerous prominent artists including Joan Baez,
Burl Ives, and Emmylou Harris, contributing to its enduring popularity.

What musical style does 'I Wonder as I Wander' reflect?
'I Wonder as I Wander' reflects Appalachian folk music traditions, characterized by its modal melody,
simple accompaniment, and poignant, reflective lyrics.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of "I Wonder as I Wander": A Folk Song's Journey
This book explores the fascinating history behind the Christmas folk song "I Wonder as I Wander,"



tracing its roots from Appalachian traditions to its popularization in the 20th century. It delves into the
life of John Jacob Niles, who collected and adapted the song, and examines how the lyrics reflect the
cultural and religious sentiments of the time. Readers will gain insight into the transformation of folk
melodies into cherished holiday classics.

2. Appalachian Folk Music and the Making of "I Wonder as I Wander"
Focusing on the Appalachian region, this book provides a comprehensive look at the folk music
traditions that influenced "I Wonder as I Wander." It discusses the social and historical context of the
early 1900s in Appalachia, highlighting how community storytelling and oral traditions shaped the
song. The narrative also touches on how the song encapsulates the spiritual and emotional
experiences of rural America.

3. John Jacob Niles and the Revival of American Folk Songs
A biography and study of John Jacob Niles, this book details his contributions to American folk music,
emphasizing his role in collecting and refining "I Wonder as I Wander." It covers Niles's extensive
travels, his methodology in folk song collection, and his impact on preserving Appalachian music
culture. The book also includes analysis of his broader legacy in American music history.

4. Christmas Carols and Their Cultural Histories
This volume places "I Wonder as I Wander" among other well-known Christmas carols, exploring their
origins and evolution over centuries. It examines how different regions and communities have
adapted carols to reflect local traditions and historical events. Readers will find stories behind many
beloved holiday songs, understanding their significance beyond mere entertainment.

5. The Spiritual Landscapes of Appalachian Music
Exploring the deep religious and spiritual themes in Appalachian folk music, this book connects "I
Wonder as I Wander" with broader expressions of faith in the region. It discusses how music served as
a vehicle for hope, questioning, and devotion among Appalachian communities. The book
incorporates interviews, song analyses, and historical context to paint a rich picture of musical
spirituality.

6. Folk Song Collecting in Early 20th Century America
This scholarly work investigates the efforts of collectors like John Jacob Niles who sought to preserve
traditional American folk songs, including "I Wonder as I Wander." It outlines the challenges and
ethical considerations of collecting songs from oral traditions. The book also addresses how these
collections influenced the American music revival movements.

7. From Oral Tradition to Printed Music: The Story of "I Wonder as I Wander"
This book traces the transformation of "I Wonder as I Wander" from a fragment heard in a remote
Appalachian community to a widely published and performed Christmas carol. It highlights the
processes of transcription, adaptation, and distribution that allowed the song to gain popularity.
Readers will appreciate the interplay between oral and written musical traditions.

8. The Influence of Appalachian Culture on American Christmas Music
Focusing on cultural influences, this book examines how Appalachian customs, dialects, and musical
styles have shaped American Christmas music, with "I Wonder as I Wander" as a key example. It
discusses the blending of European, Native American, and African American elements in Appalachian
music. The book provides a rich cultural background that enhances understanding of holiday songs'
origins.

9. Seasonal Songs and Social Change: "I Wonder as I Wander" in Context



This book places "I Wonder as I Wander" within the broader framework of social and economic
changes in early 20th century America. It explores how the song reflects themes of wonder, faith, and
hardship during times of transformation. The analysis includes how seasonal music can serve as
commentary on societal shifts and personal reflection.

I Wonder As I Wander History

Find other PDF articles:
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  i wonder as i wander history: The Life of Langston Hughes Arnold Rampersad, 2002-01-10
February 1, 2002 marks the 100th birthday of Langston Hughes. To commemorate the centennial of
his birth, Arnold Rampersad has contributed new Afterwords to both volumes of his highly-praised
biography of this most extraordinary and prolific American writer. In young adulthood Hughes
possessed a nomadic but dedicated spirit that led him from Mexico to Africa and the Soviet Union to
Japan, and countless other stops around the globe. Associating with political activists, patrons, and
fellow artists, and drawing inspiration from both Walt Whitman and the vibrant Afro-American
culture, Hughes soon became the most original and revered of black poets. In the first volume's
Afterword, Rampersad looks back at the significant early works Hughes produced, the genres he
explored, and offers a new perspective on Hughes's lasting literary influence. Exhaustively
researched in archival collections throughout the country, especially in the Langston Hughes papers
at Yale University's Beinecke Library, and featuring fifty illustrations per volume, this anniversary
edition will offer a new generation of readers entrance to the life and mind of one of the twentieth
century's greatest artists.
  i wonder as i wander history: Gettin' Around Jürgen E. Grandt, 2018-12-15 Gettin’ Around
examines how the global jazz aesthetic strives, in various ways, toward an imaginative
reconfiguration of a humanity that transcends entrenched borders of ethnicity and nationhood, while
at the same time remaining keenly aware of the exigencies of history. Jürgen E. Grandt deliberately
refrains from a narrow, empirical definition of jazz or of transnationalism and, true to the jazz
aesthetic itself, opts for a broader, more inclusive scope, even as he listens carefully and closely to
jazz’s variegated soundtrack. Such an approach seeks not only to avoid the museal whiff of a “golden
age, time past” but also to broaden the appeal and the applicability of the overall critical argument.
For Grandt, “international” simply designates currents of people, ideas, and goods between distinct
geopolitical entities or nation-states, whereas “transnational” refers to liminal dynamics that
transcend preordained borderlines occurring above, below, beside, or along the outer contours of
nation-states. Gettin’ Around offers a long overdue consideration of the ways in which jazz music can
inform critical practice in the field of transnational (American) studies and grounds these studies in
specifically African American cultural contexts.
  i wonder as i wander history: The Black American Short Story in the 20th Century Peter
Bruck, 1977-01-01 This volume is a collection of essays on black short stories written between 1998
and 1976. It aims to say something about the black short story as a genre and the development of
the racial situation in America as well. The primary aim is to introduce the reader to this long
neglected genre of black fiction. In contrast to the black novel, the short story has hardly been given
extensive criticism, let alone serious attention. The individual essays of this collection aim at
presenting new points of critical orientation in the hope of reviving and fostering further
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discussions. They provide a variety of approaches, and a great diversity of critical points of view.
  i wonder as i wander history: Arise Africa, Roar China Yunxiang Gao, 2021-12-17 This book
explores the close relationships between three of the most famous twentieth-century African
Americans, W. E. B. Du Bois, Paul Robeson, and Langston Hughes, and their little-known Chinese
allies during World War II and the Cold War—journalist, musician, and Christian activist Liu
Liangmo, and Sino-Caribbean dancer-choreographer Sylvia Si-lan Chen. Charting a new path in the
study of Sino-American relations, Gao Yunxiang foregrounds African Americans, combining the study
of Black internationalism and the experiences of Chinese Americans with a transpacific narrative
and an understanding of the global remaking of China’s modern popular culture and politics. Gao
reveals earlier and more widespread interactions between Chinese and African American leftists
than accounts of the familiar alliance between the Black radicals and the Maoist Chinese would have
us believe. The book’s multilingual approach draws from massive yet rarely used archival streams in
China and in Chinatowns and elsewhere in the United States. These materials allow Gao to retell the
well-known stories of Du Bois, Robeson, and Hughes alongside the sagas of Liu and Chen in a work
that will transform and redefine Afro-Asia studies.
  i wonder as i wander history: Blacks, Reds, and Russians Joy Gleason Carew, 2010 One of
the most compelling, yet little known stories of race relations in the twentieth century is the account
of blacks who chose to leave the United States to be involved in the Soviet Experiment in the 1920s
and 1930s. In Blacks, Reds, and Russians, Joy Gleason Carew offers insight into the political
strategies that often underlie relationships between different peoples and countries. Interviews with
the descendents of figures such as Paul Robeson and Oliver Golden offer rare personal insights into
the story of a group of emigrants who, confronted by the daunting challenges of making a life for
themselves in a racist United States, found unprecedented opportunities in communist Russia.
  i wonder as i wander history: ChronoExtasis Heriberto Figueroa Rivera,
  i wonder as i wander history: American Girls in Red Russia Julia L. Mickenberg, 2017-04-25 If
you were an independent, adventurous, liberated American woman in the 1920s or 1930s where
might you have sought escape from the constraints and compromises of bourgeois living? Paris and
the Left Bank quickly come to mind. But would you have ever thought of Russia and the wilds of
Siberia? This choice was not as unusual as it seems now. As Julia L. Mickenberg uncovers in
American Girls in Red Russia, there is a forgotten counterpoint to the story of the Lost Generation:
beginning in the late nineteenth century, Russian revolutionary ideology attracted many women,
including suffragists, reformers, educators, journalists, and artists, as well as curious travelers.
Some were famous, like Isadora Duncan or Lillian Hellman; some were committed radicals, though
more were just intrigued by the “Soviet experiment.” But all came to Russia in search of social
arrangements that would be more equitable, just, and satisfying. And most in the end were
disillusioned, some by the mundane realities, others by horrifying truths. Mickenberg reveals the
complex motives that drew American women to Russia as they sought models for a revolutionary
new era in which women would be not merely independent of men, but also equal builders of a new
society. Soviet women, after all, earned the right to vote in 1917, and they also had abortion rights,
property rights, the right to divorce, maternity benefits, and state-supported childcare. Even women
from Soviet national minorities—many recently unveiled—became public figures, as African
American and Jewish women noted. Yet as Mickenberg’s collective biography shows, Russia turned
out to be as much a grim commune as a utopia of freedom, replete with economic, social, and sexual
inequities. American Girls in Red Russia recounts the experiences of women who saved starving
children from the Russian famine, worked on rural communes in Siberia, wrote for Moscow or New
York newspapers, or performed on Soviet stages. Mickenberg finally tells these forgotten stories, full
of hope and grave disappointments.
  i wonder as i wander history: The Black Pacific Narrative Etsuko Taketani, 2014-11-04 The
Black Pacific Narrative: Geographic Imaginings of Race and Empire between the World Wars
chronicles the profound shift in geographic imaginings that occurred in African American culture as
the United States evolved into a bioceanic global power. The author examines the narrative of the



Òblack PacificÓ_the literary and cultural production of African American narratives in the face of
AmericaÕs efforts to internationalize the Pacific and to institute a ÒPacific Community,Ó reflecting a
vision of a hemispheric regional order initiated and led by the United States. The black Pacific was
imagined in counterpoint to this regional order in the making, which would ultimately be challenged
by the Pacific War. The principal subjects of study include such literary and cultural figures as James
Weldon Johnson, George S. Schuyler, artists of the black Federal Theatre Project, Langston Hughes,
W. E. B. Du Bois, and Walter White, all of whom afford significant points of entry to a critical
understanding of the stakes of the black Pacific narrative. Adopting an approach that mixes the
archival and the interpretive, the author seeks to recover the black Pacific produced by African
American narratives, narratives that were significant enough in their time to warrant surveillance
and suspicion, and hence are significant enough in our time to warrant scholarly attention and
reappraisal. A compelling study that will appeal to a broad, international audience of students and
scholars of American studies, African American studies, American literature, and imperialism and
colonialism.
  i wonder as i wander history: Half American Matthew F. Delmont, 2024-01-09 The definitive
history of World War II from the African American perspective, by award-winning historian and civil
rights expert Winner of the 2023 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award in Nonfiction A New York Times
Notable Book of 2022 A 2022 Book of the Year from TIME, Publishers Weekly, Booklist, and more
More than one million Black soldiers served in World War II. Black troops were at Normandy, Iwo
Jima, and the Battle of the Bulge, serving in segregated units while waging a dual battle against
inequality in the very country for which they were laying down their lives. The stories of these Black
veterans have long been ignored, cast aside in favor of the myth of the “Good War” fought by the
“Greatest Generation.” And yet without their sacrifices, the United States could not have won the
war. Half American is World War II history as you’ve likely never read it before. In these pages are
stories of Black military heroes and civil rights icons such as Benjamin O. Davis Jr., the leader of the
legendary Tuskegee Airmen, who fought to open the Air Force to Black pilots; Thurgood Marshall,
the chief lawyer for the NAACP, who investigated and publicized violence against Black troops and
veterans; poet Langston Hughes, who worked as a war correspondent for the Black press; Ella
Baker, the civil rights leader who advocated on the home front for Black soldiers, veterans, and their
families; and James G. Thompson, the twenty-six-year-old whose letter to a newspaper laying bare
the hypocrisy of fighting against fascism abroad when racism still reigned at home set in motion the
Double Victory campaign. Their bravery and patriotism in the face of unfathomable racism is both
inspiring and galvanizing. An essential and meticulously researched retelling of the war, Half
American honors the men and women who dared to fight not just for democracy abroad but for their
dreams of a freer and more equal America.
  i wonder as i wander history: African American Literature in Transition, 1930-1940: Volume
10 Eve Dunbar, Ayesha K. Hardison, 2022-04-07 This book illustrates African American writers'
cultural production and political engagement despite the economic precarity of the 1930s.
  i wonder as i wander history: A Black Communist in the Freedom Struggle Harry Haywood,
2012 An extraordinary life story that encompasses the fight for African American freedom
throughout the twentieth century
  i wonder as i wander history: Popular Culture Values and the Arts Ray B. Browne,
Lawrence A. Kreiser, Jr., 2014-01-10 In countries around the world, the rise of class divisions and
unbridled capitalism are changing the conventional definitions of art and esthetics. Historically, the
philanthropy of the elite has played a leading role in supporting, funding, and distributing artistic
works. While such measures may be pure in intent, many worry that private funding may be
gentrifying the arts and creating a situation in which art will only be valued for its prestige or,
worse, its price tag. This collection of essays examines the current movement to democratize the
arts and make the world of artistic endeavor open and accessible to all. Instructors considering this
book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.
  i wonder as i wander history: Drawing the Iron Curtain Maya Balakirsky Katz, 2016-07-15



In the American imagination, the Soviet Union was a drab cultural wasteland, a place where playful
creative work and individualism was heavily regulated and censored. Yet despite state control, some
cultural industries flourished in the Soviet era, including animation. Drawing the Iron Curtain tells
the story of the golden age of Soviet animation and the Jewish artists who enabled it to thrive. Art
historian Maya Balakirsky Katz reveals how the state-run animation studio Soyuzmultfilm brought
together Jewish creative personnel from every corner of the Soviet Union and served as an unlikely
haven for dissidents who were banned from working in other industries. Surveying a wide range of
Soviet animation produced between 1919 and 1989, from cutting-edge art films like Tale of Tales to
cartoons featuring “Soviet Mickey Mouse” Cheburashka, she finds that these works played a key
role in articulating a cosmopolitan sensibility and a multicultural vision for the Soviet Union.
Furthermore, she considers how Jewish filmmakers used animation to depict distinctive elements of
their heritage and ethnic identity, whether producing films about the Holocaust or using fellow Jews
as models for character drawings. Providing a copiously illustrated introduction to many of
Soyuzmultfilm’s key artistic achievements, while revealing the tumultuous social and political
conditions in which these films were produced, Drawing the Iron Curtain has something to offer
animation fans and students of Cold War history alike.
  i wonder as i wander history: Selected Letters of Langston Hughes Langston Hughes,
2015-02-10 This is the first comprehensive selection from the correspondence of the iconic and
beloved Langston Hughes. It offers a life in letters that showcases his many struggles as well as his
memorable achievements. Arranged by decade and linked by expert commentary, the volume guides
us through Hughes’s journey in all its aspects: personal, political, practical, and—above all—literary.
His letters range from those written to family members, notably his father (who opposed Langston’s
literary ambitions), and to friends, fellow artists, critics, and readers who sought him out by mail.
These figures include personalities such as Carl Van Vechten, Blanche Knopf, Zora Neale Hurston,
Arna Bontemps, Vachel Lindsay, Ezra Pound, Richard Wright, Kurt Weill, Carl Sandburg, Gwendolyn
Brooks, James Baldwin, Martin Luther King, Jr., Alice Walker, Amiri Baraka, and Muhammad Ali. The
letters tell the story of a determined poet precociously finding his mature voice; struggling to realize
his literary goals in an environment generally hostile to blacks; reaching out bravely to the young
and challenging them to aspire beyond the bonds of segregation; using his artistic prestige to serve
the disenfranchised and the cause of social justice; irrepressibly laughing at the world despite its
quirks and humiliations. Venturing bravely on what he called the “big sea” of life, Hughes made his
way forward always aware that his only hope of self-fulfillment and a sense of personal integrity lay
in diligently pursuing his literary vocation. Hughes’s voice in these pages, enhanced by photographs
and quotations from his poetry, allows us to know him intimately and gives us an unusually rich
picture of this generous, visionary, gratifyingly good man who was also a genius of modern American
letters.
  i wonder as i wander history: The Lever of Riches Joel Mokyr, 1992-04-09 In a world of
supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever more the key
to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do some highly
innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass into
stagnation? Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets the
background for his analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have transformed
society since ancient Greece and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often surprising: the
classical world, for instance, was largely barren of new technology, the relatively backward society
of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and the period between the Reformation and the
Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular progress in technology, despite the
tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and the Scientific Revolution.
What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes between the relationship of
inventors and their physical environment--which determined their willingness to challenge
nature--and the social environment, which determined the openness to new ideas. He discusses a
long list of such factors, showing how they interact to help or hinder a nation's creativity, and then



illustrates them by a number of detailed comparative studies, examining the differences between
Europe and China, between classical antiquity and medieval Europe, and between Britain and the
rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines such aspects as the role of the state
(the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the Europeans, for example, when an
Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well as religion, politics, and
even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as the spill-over benefits
of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs. Today, an ever greater
number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in a struggle that
revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis derived from a
sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the question of how
Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative potential.
  i wonder as i wander history: Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume 1 Philip A.
Greasley, 2001-05-30 The Dictionary of Midwestern Literature, Volume One, surveys the lives and
writings of nearly 400 Midwestern authors and identifies some of the most important criticism of
their writings. The Dictionary is based on the belief that the literature of any region simultaneously
captures the experience and influences the worldview of its people, reflecting as well as shaping the
evolving sense of individual and collective identity, meaning, and values. Volume One presents
individual lives and literary orientations and offers a broad survey of the Midwestern experience as
expressed by its many diverse peoples over time.Philip A. Greasley's introduction fills in background
information and describes the philosophy, focus, methodology, content, and layout of entries, as well
as criteria for their inclusion. An extended lead-essay, The Origins and Development of the
Literature of the Midwest, by David D. Anderson, provides a historical, cultural, and literary context
in which the lives and writings of individual authors can be considered.This volume is the first of an
ambitious three-volume series sponsored by the Society for the Study of Midwestern Literature and
created by its members. Volume Two will provide similar coverage of non-author entries, such as
sites, centers, movements, influences, themes, and genres. Volume Three will be a literary history of
the Midwest. One goal of the series is to build understanding of the nature, importance, and
influence of Midwestern writers and literature. Another is to provide information on writers from the
early years of the Midwestern experience, as well as those now emerging, who are typically absent
from existing reference works.
  i wonder as i wander history: The Concise Oxford Companion to African American
Literature William L. Andrews, Frances Smith Foster, Trudier Harris, 2001-02-15 A breathtaking
achievement, this Concise Companion is a suitable crown to the astonishing production in African
American literature and criticism that has swept over American literary studies in the last two
decades. It offers an enormous range of writers-from Sojourner Truth to Frederick Douglass, from
Zora Neale Hurston to Ralph Ellison, and from Toni Morrison to August Wilson. It contains entries
on major works (including synopses of novels), such as Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life of a
Slave Girl, Richard Wright's Native Son, and Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun. It also
incorporates information on literary characters such as Bigger Thomas, Coffin Ed Johnson, Kunta
Kinte, Sula Peace, as well as on character types such as Aunt Jemima, Brer Rabbit, John Henry,
Stackolee, and the trickster. Icons of black culture are addressed, including vivid details about the
lives of Muhammad Ali, John Coltrane, Marcus Garvey, Jackie Robinson, John Brown, and Harriet
Tubman. Here, too, are general articles on poetry, fiction, and drama; on autobiography, slave
narratives, Sunday School literature, and oratory; as well as on a wide spectrum of related topics.
Compact yet thorough, this handy volume gathers works from a vast array of sources--from the black
periodical press to women's clubs--making it one of the most substantial guides available on the
growing, exciting world of African American literature.
  i wonder as i wander history: The Life of Langston Hughes: Volume II: 1941-1967, I Dream a
World Arnold Rampersad, 2001-11-30 February 1, 2002 marks the 100th birthday of Langston
Hughes. To commemorate the centennial of his birth, Arnold Rampersad has contributed new
Afterwords to both volumes of his highly-praised biography of this most extraordinary and prolific



American writer. The second volume in this masterful biography finds Hughes rooting himself in
Harlem, receiving stimulation from his rich cultural surroundings. Here he rethought his view of art
and radicalism, and cultivated relationships with younger, more militant writers such as Richard
Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, and Amiri Bakara. Rampersads Afterword to volume two looks
further into his influence and how it expanded beyond the literary as a result of his love of jazz and
blues, his opera and musical theater collaborations, and his participation in radio and television. In
addition, Rempersad explores the controversial matter of Hughess sexuality and the possibility that,
despite a lack of clear evidence, Hughes was homosexual. Exhaustively researched in archival
collections throughout the country, especially in the Langston Hughes papers at Yale Universitys
Beinecke Library, and featuring fifty illustrations per volume, this anniversary edition will offer a
new generation of readers entrance to the life and mind of one of the twentieth centurys greatest
artists.
  i wonder as i wander history: Editing the Harlem Renaissance Joshua M. Murray, Ross K.
Tangedal, 2021-05-01 In his introduction to the foundational 1925 text The New Negro, Alain Locke
described the “Old Negro” as “a creature of moral debate and historical controversy,” necessitating
a metamorphosis into a literary art that embraced modernism and left sentimentalism behind. This
was the underlying theoretical background that contributed to the flowering of African American
culture and art that would come to be called the Harlem Renaissance. While the popular period has
received much scholarly attention, the significance of editors and editing in the Harlem Renaissance
remains woefully understudied. Editing the Harlem Renaissance foregrounds an in-depth, exhaustive
approach to relevant editing and editorial issues, exploring not only those figures of the Harlem
Renaissance who edited in professional capacities, but also those authors who employed editorial
practices during the writing process and those texts that have been discovered and/or edited by
others in the decades following the Harlem Renaissance. Editing the Harlem Renaissance considers
developmental editing, textual self-fashioning, textual editing, documentary editing, and
bibliography. Chapters utilize methodologies of authorial intention, copy-text, manuscript
transcription, critical edition building, and anthology creation. Together, these chapters provide
readers with a new way of viewing the artistic production of one of the United States’ most
important literary movements.
  i wonder as i wander history: Icons of African American Literature Yolanda Williams Page,
2011-10-17 The 24 entries in this book provide extensive coverage of some of the most notable
figures in African American literature, such as Alice Walker, Richard Wright, and Zora Neale
Hurston. Icons of African American Literature: The Black Literary World examines 24 of the most
popular and culturally significant topics within African American literature's long and immensely
fascinating history. Each piece provide substantial, in-depth information—much more than a typical
encyclopedia entry—while remaining accessible and appealing to general and younger readers.
Arranged alphabetically, the entries cover such writers as Maya Angelou, James Baldwin, and
August Wilson; major works, such as Invisible Man, Native Son, and Their Eyes Were Watching God;
and a range of cultural topics, including the black arts movement, the Harlem Renaissance, and the
jazz aesthetic. Written by expert contributors, the essays discuss the enduring significance of these
topics in American history and popular culture. Each entry also provides sidebars that highlight
interesting information and suggestions for further reading.
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