icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy is a critical classification used in medical coding and billing to
accurately document a patient’s surgical history involving the removal of a kidney. Nephrectomy, the
surgical excision of one or both kidneys, may be performed for various medical conditions, including
kidney cancer, severe trauma, or chronic infection. Properly coding a history of nephrectomy ensures
precise communication among healthcare providers, facilitates accurate medical records, and supports
appropriate reimbursement processes. This article provides an in-depth examination of the ICD-10 coding
system related to nephrectomy history, exploring the specific codes used, their applications, and the
importance of accurate documentation. Additionally, it covers scenarios in which these codes are applied,
related coding guidelines, and common challenges encountered by medical coders. Understanding the icd
10 code for history of nephrectomy is essential for healthcare professionals involved in clinical

documentation improvement, medical billing, and patient care coordination.
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Understanding ICD-10 Codes for History of Nephrectomy

The International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10), is a standardized system used
worldwide to classify and code diagnoses, symptoms, and procedures. Within this system, the icd 10 code
for history of nephrectomy falls under the Z-codes category, which is specifically designed to document
factors influencing health status and contact with health services. These codes do not represent active
disease but rather historical or contextual information about a patient's health condition, such as previous

surgeries.

Purpose of History Codes in ICD-10

History codes in ICD-10, including those for a history of nephrectomy, serve multiple purposes. They

indicate that the patient has undergone a significant past medical intervention that may impact current



health or treatment decisions. These codes help clinicians and coders differentiate between active conditions
and past medical events, thus improving the accuracy of the patient's medical record. For nephrectomy,

these codes confirm that one or both kidneys have been surgically removed previously.

Role in Medical Documentation and Billing

Accurate use of the icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy is essential for proper billing and
reimbursement. Insurance companies and healthcare facilities rely on these codes to validate claims and to
ensure that treatment plans take into account the patient's surgical history. Furthermore, accurate
documentation aids in clinical decision-making, research, and epidemiological studies related to kidney

health.

Specific ICD-10 Codes Related to Nephrectomy History

The ICD-10 coding system includes specific codes that denote a history of nephrectomy. These codes are
found within the Z87 category, which covers personal history of other diseases and conditions. Identifying

the correct code depends on whether the nephrectomy was unilateral or bilateral and other clinical details.

Z287.440 — Personal History of Renal Transplant

Although not directly a history of nephrectomy, this code is related to patients who have undergone
kidney transplantation, which may involve nephrectomy during the transplant process. It is important to

distinguish this from a simple history of nephrectomy when coding.

Z90.11 — Acquired Absence of Right Kidney

This code is used when the patient has undergone nephrectomy resulting in the absence of the right

kidney. It indicates that the right kidney is missing due to a surgical procedure or other acquired causes.

Z90.12 — Acquired Absence of Left Kidney

Similarly, this code denotes the absence of the left kidney as a result of nephrectomy or other acquired

factors. It is important for documenting unilateral nephrectomy history accurately.

Z90.13 — Acquired Absence of Both Kidneys

This code applies to patients who have had bilateral nephrectomy. Although rare, bilateral nephrectomy



may be performed in cases of severe disease or prior to kidney transplantation.

Summary of Relevant ICD-10 Codes for History of Nephrectomy

790.11 — Acquired absence of right kidney

790.12 — Acquired absence of left kidney

Z90.13 — Acquired absence of both kidneys

Z87.440 — Personal history of renal transplant (related)

Clinical Importance of Accurate Coding

Accurately coding the history of nephrectomy has significant clinical implications. It informs healthcare
providers about the patient's renal status, guiding treatment choices, medication dosages, and diagnostic test
interpretations. For example, patients with a history of nephrectomy may have reduced renal function,

necessitating adjustments in medication that are cleared by the kidneys.

Impact on Patient Care

Proper documentation via the icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy allows clinicians to anticipate
potential complications, monitor renal function closely, and tailor follow-up care accordingly. This is
especially critical in patients with a single kidney, as they are at increased risk for chronic kidney disease

and hypertension.

Role in Research and Public Health

Data collected using these codes contribute to epidemiological research, helping to track outcomes and
prevalence of nephrectomy-related conditions. Accurate coding supports health policy decisions and

resource allocation for kidney disease management.

Guidelines for Using History of Nephrectomy Codes

Medical coders must follow specific guidelines when applying ICD-10 codes for history of nephrectomy to



ensure consistency and accuracy. These guidelines are established by coding authorities such as the

American Hospital Association and CMS.

When to Use History Codes

History codes like Z90.11 or Z90.12 should be used only when the nephrectomy is a past event and the
patient is not currently undergoing treatment for an active kidney condition related to the surgery. If the

patient presents with complications or sequelae of nephrectomy, additional codes may be necessary.

Documentation Requirements

Coding professionals must rely on clear clinical documentation that specifies the side of nephrectomy and
confirms the absence of active disease. Ambiguity in records can lead to inaccurate coding and potential

claim denials.

Common Coding Practices

Coders should verify:

¢ The laterality of nephrectomy (right, left, or bilateral)

¢ Whether the nephrectomy was partial or total (though ICD-10 history codes generally reflect total

absence)

e Any related procedures such as transplantation that might affect coding choices

Common Challenges and Solutions in Coding Nephrectomy
History

Despite clear guidelines, coding the history of nephrectomy can present challenges. These often arise from
incomplete medical records, unclear surgical histories, or confusion between history codes and active

condition codes.

Challenge: Incomplete or Ambiguous Documentation

Medical records may lack specific details about which kidney was removed or whether the nephrectomy



was partial or total. This can complicate code selection and lead to inaccurate claims.

Solution: Effective Communication and Querying

Coding professionals should collaborate with healthcare providers to clarify ambiguous information. Queries

can be submitted to obtain precise details needed for proper coding.

Challenge: Confusing History Codes with Active Diagnosis Codes

Some coders may mistakenly use history codes for current kidney conditions or complications post-

nephrectomy, which requires different coding.

Solution: Adhering to ICD-10 Coding Conventions

It is essential to distinguish between historical and active conditions. History codes should only be used
when no current treatment or active disease related to nephrectomy exists. For sequelae or complications,

appropriate active diagnosis codes should be assigned.

Additional Tips for Accurate Coding

Regular training and updates on ICD-10 coding changes

Utilizing coding software with built-in validation checks

Maintaining thorough and accurate clinical documentation

Consulting official coding guidelines and resources when in doubt

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy?

The ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy is Z90.11.



How is the ICD-10 code Z90.11 used in medical records?

ICD-10 code Z90.11 is used to indicate a personal history of nephrectomy, meaning the patient has had a

kidney removed in the past.

Can the ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy be used for active kidney
disease?

No, Z90.11 is specifically for a history of nephrectomy and does not indicate active kidney disease or

current kidney problems.

Is 790.11 the correct ICD-10 code for a patient with a previous

nephrectomy due to cancer?

Yes, Z90.11 applies regardless of the reason for nephrectomy, including cancer, trauma, or other causes.

What is the difference between ICD-10 code Z90.11 and N28.9?

790.11 denotes a history of nephrectomy, while N28.9 refers to an unspecified disorder of the kidney and

ureter, which indicates current kidney issues.

Can Z90.11 be used in outpatient and inpatient settings?

Yes, Z90.11 can be used in both outpatient and inpatient settings to document a prior nephrectomy.

Are there any related ICD-10 codes to Z90.11 for kidney surgeries?

Yes, related codes include Z90.12 for history of renal transplant and Z90.13 for history of kidney surgery

other than nephrectomy.

How should coders document a history of nephrectomy in ICD-10 coding?

Coders should assign Z90.11 when the patient’s medical history includes a previous nephrectomy, ensuring

it is clearly documented in the medical record.

Does Z90.11 affect patient care or treatment plans?

While Z90.11 is used for administrative and documentation purposes, knowledge of a history of

nephrectomy is important for clinical decision-making and patient management.



Is Z290.11 included in the ICD-10-CM official coding guidelines?

Yes, Z90.11 is included in the ICD-10-CM coding guidelines under 'History of other specified surgeries and

medical care,' specifically for history of nephrectomy.

Additional Resources

1. ICD-10 Coding Guide for Urological Procedures

This comprehensive guide focuses on the accurate coding of urological surgeries, including nephrectomy
and its history. It covers ICD-10 codes with detailed descriptions and coding tips to ensure precise
documentation. The book is ideal for medical coders, billers, and healthcare professionals dealing with

kidney-related procedures.

2. Nephrectomy: Surgical Techniques and Postoperative Care
This book delves into the surgical approaches of nephrectomy, including radical and partial procedures. It
discusses patient history considerations, preoperative evaluation, and postoperative management. It is a

valuable resource for surgeons, residents, and healthcare providers involved in nephrectomy care.

3. Medical Coding and Billing for Renal Diseases
A focused resource on coding renal diseases and related surgical histories, this book offers detailed ICD-10
coding instructions including history of nephrectomy. It provides case studies and coding scenarios to

enhance understanding. The book is essential for coders working in nephrology and urology settings.

4. Clinical Documentation Improvement for Urology

This guide assists clinicians and coders in improving documentation related to urological conditions and
procedures such as nephrectomy. It emphasizes the importance of capturing accurate patient history and
procedure details for proper ICD-10 coding. The book includes practical tips and examples to optimize

clinical records.

5. Handbook of ICD-10 Coding for Surgical Procedures

Covering a wide range of surgical procedures, this handbook includes a thorough section on nephrectomy
and related coding challenges. It provides step-by-step instructions for assigning correct ICD-10 codes,
including those for history of nephrectomy. The book is designed for medical coders seeking a quick

reference.

6. Kidney Surgery: A Multidisciplinary Approach
This text offers an in-depth look at kidney surgeries, including nephrectomy, with attention to patient
history and long-term outcomes. It integrates perspectives from surgery, nephrology, and pathology to

provide a holistic view. The book also discusses the implications of surgical history in patient management.

7. ICD-10-CM Expert for Physicians: Nephrology Edition
Tailored for physicians, this expert guide covers ICD-10-CM codes related to nephrology, including history



of nephrectomy. It explains code selection with clinical context and provides examples to improve coding

accuracy. The book aids in ensuring compliance and proper reimbursement.

8. Postoperative Complications and Coding in Nephrectomy Patients

Focusing on the complications following nephrectomy, this book discusses how to document and code these
events accurately using ICD-10. It highlights the significance of including surgical history in patient
records. The text serves as a practical resource for coders and healthcare providers managing post-

nephrectomy care.

9. The Essentials of Urological Coding and Compliance
This essential guide covers coding practices for urological procedures, emphasizing compliance with ICD-10
standards. It includes sections on coding histories of surgeries such as nephrectomy and related diagnoses.

The book is useful for ensuring accurate billing and avoiding common coding errors.
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Edition - E-Book Karla R. Lovaasen, Jennifer Schwerdtfeger, 2014-07-24 NEW! Updated content
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reinforcing important concepts. - Illustrations and examples of key diseases help in understanding
how commonly encountered conditions relate to ICD-10-CM coding. - Strong coverage of medical
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guide you through this key component of the coding process. Line coding exercises and activities
challenge you to apply concepts to solve problems. ICD-10 Official Guidelines for Coding and
Reporting (OGCR) are included in each coding chapter, immediately following the ICD-9-CM coding
guidelines. Full-color A&P content, disease coverage, procedure guidelines, and drug data ensure
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website provides convenient online access to the OGCR, medical and surgical root operations
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icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice,
2016 Edition - E-Book Karla R. Lovaasen, 2015-07-16 With this comprehensive guide to inpatient
coding, you will ‘learn by doing!’ ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice, 2016 Edition
provides a thorough understanding of diagnosis and procedure coding in physician and hospital
settings. It combines basic coding principles, clear examples, plenty of challenging exercises, and
the ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting to ensure coding
accuracy using the latest codes. From leading medical coding authority Karla Lovaasen, this expert
resource will help you succeed whether you're learning to code for the first time or making the
transition to ICD-10! Coding exercises and examples let you apply concepts and practice coding with
ICD-10-CM/PCS codes. Coverage of disease includes illustrations and coding examples, helping you
understand how commonly encountered conditions relate to ICD-10-CM coding. ICD-10-CM and
ICD-10-PCS Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting provide fast, easy access to examples of
proper application. Full-color design with illustrations emphasizes important content such as
anatomy and physiology and visually reinforces key concepts. Integrated medical record coverage
provides a context for coding and familiarizes you with documents you will encounter on the job.
Coverage of common medications promotes coding accuracy by introducing medication names
commonly encountered in medical records. Coverage of both common and complex procedures
prepares you for inpatient procedural coding using ICD-10-PCS. MS-DRG documentation and
reimbursement details provide instruction on proper application of codes NEW! 30-day trial access
to TruCode® includes additional practice exercises on the Evolve companion website, providing a
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the chapters in Lovaasen’s ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice, 2017 Edition, this
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develop skills, and prepare for successful employment in medical coding. UPDATED coding
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scenarios reinforce your understanding of key content in each chapter of the textbook. ICD-10
Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting are provided in each coding chapter to enhance
understanding of how to code accurately. Evolve companion website for the ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding
textbook offers convenient online access to updates, partial answer keys, and coding guidelines.
NEW Coding Medical and Surgical Procedures chapter is added to this edition. UPDATED content
includes revisions to icd-10 code and coding guidelines, ensuring you have the latest coding
information.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Workbook for ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and
Practice, 2016 Edition - E-Book Karla R. Lovaasen, 2015-07-24 Use practical exercises to reinforce
your understanding of ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS medical coding! Corresponding to the chapters in




Lovaasen’s ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice, 2016 Edition, this workbook lets you apply
your coding knowledge to realistic medical records. Hundreds of engaging, interactive exercises
help you review concepts, develop skills, and prepare for successful employment in medical coding.
Coding exercises and examples let you practice with ICD-10-CM/PCS codes. Hands-on activities and
case studies help you master coding concepts and apply them to actual health records and
real-world scenarios. Matching exercises, multiple-choice questions, coding questions, and case
scenarios with MS-DRG assignments reinforce key content in each chapter of the text. ICD-10
Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting are provided in each coding chapter to enhance
understanding of how to code accurately. Evolve companion website for the ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding
text offers convenient online access to updates, partial answer keys, and coding guidelines.
UPDATED content includes icd-10 code revisions, ensuring you have the latest coding information.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice, 2018
Edition E-Book Karla R. Lovaasen, 2017-07-12 With ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and Practice,
2018 Edition, you will learn facility-based coding by actually working with codes. This
comprehensive guide provides an in-depth understanding of inpatient diagnosis and procedure
coding if you're just learning to code, or are an experienced professional who needs to solidify and
expand your knowledge. It combines basic coding principles, clear examples, plenty of challenging
exercises, and the ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting to
ensure accuracy using the latest codes. From leading medical coding authority and AHIMA-approved
ICD-10 Trainer Karla Lovaasen, this expert resource offers all a well-rounded understanding of the
necessity and functions of ICD-10-CM/PCS coding. ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Official Guidelines
for Coding and Reporting provide fast, easy access instruction on proper application of codes. 30-day
access to TruCode® encoder on the Evolve companion website provides you with realistic practice
with using an encoder. Coverage of both common and complex procedures prepares you for
inpatient procedural coding using ICD-10-PCS. Illustrations and examples of key diseases help in
understanding how commonly encountered conditions relate to ICD-10-CM coding. Coding examples
and exercises let you apply concepts and practice coding with ICD-10-CM/PCS codes. Illustrated,
full-color design emphasizes important content such as anatomy and physiology and visually
reinforces key concepts. Coverage of medical records provides a context for coding and familiarizes
you with documents you will encounter on the job. Coverage of common medications promotes
coding accuracy by introducing medication names commonly encountered in medical records. NEW!
Zika virus coverage, NIHSS codes, and coding tips ensure you're learning the most up-to-date
coding information. UPDATED The latest ICD-10 codes and coding guidelines revisions ensure that
you have the most up-to-date information available. UPDATED Coding Medical and Surgical
Procedures chapter includes enhanced coverage and revised information. UPDATED! codes for
Pancreatitis, Diabetic Retinopathy, Fractures, GIST Tumors, Hypertension and Myocardial
Infarctions.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Workbook for ICD-10-CM/PCS Coding: Theory and
Practice, 2013 Edition - E-Book Karla R. Lovaasen, Jennifer Schwerdtfeger, 2016-07-28 - UPDATED!
Includes the latest ICD-10 code revisions to ensure you have the most up-to-date information
available.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: 101+ Primary Care Case Studies Sampath
Wijesinghe, 2024-12-10 Delivers real-life primary care case studies from more than 50 physician
assistants, nurse practitioners, and physicians! With a focus on illustrating care that is both
competent and compassionate, this workbook-style resource features 101 engrossing narrative case
studies that demonstrate how best to diagnose, treat, and manage a patient based on the history of
the illness, a review of systems, relevant patient history, and physical exam findings. Readers will
find probing questions within each case to help them determine differential and most likely
diagnoses, diagnostic tests to order, and appropriate patient management strategies using relevant
references. Each case study is organized to simulate the patient care journey from chief complaint to
outcome. The second edition not only updates cases to reflect newest guidelines and protocols but



also features 25 brand new cases and expands the body systems addressed including Psych-Mental
Health. Twenty-five cases are available online to faculty for student assignment. Covering conditions
across all organ systems and the lifespan, the workbook offers an authentic perspective on what to
expect in the patient care environment. It even includes information on pathophysiology and how to
use ICD-10 codes in documentation. Unique to the book is its emphasis on both the science and art
of medicine by including personal insights into quality and compassionate care. Serving a virtual
clinical preceptor, the workbook can be used independently or in a classroom setting. It is
accompanied by an online student supplement on Springer's Connect website providing answers and
rationale to all questions, real outcomes of the cases, and personal insights from case contributors.
New to the second Edition: Twenty-five completely new cases targeting the areas of Psych-Mental
Health, Cardiovascular, Neurology, Rheumatology and Infectious Disease Twenty-five additional
online cases are available exclusively to faculty for student assignment Updates and revises all cases
to reflect newest guidelines and protocols Key Features: Uses a consistent case study design and
critical thinking exercises to help students work step-by-step through patient scenarios Teaches
clinical and bedside manner skills imperative for delivering quality care Covers patients across the
lifespan Embedded in a humanistic approach to patient-centered care Addresses patient education,
medical and legal concerns, and interprofessional collaboration Includes online supplement with
answers to case study questions and patient management insights from contributors Provides
instructors with TOC accessible by chief complaint, diagnosis, patient population, and organ system

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Learning to Code with ICD-9-CM for Health
Information Management and Health Services Administration 2007 Thomas ]. Falen, Aaron
Liberman, 2006-12-01 Updated to include the new and revised ICD-9-CM codes for 2007, this
comprehensive, system-based text teaches the essential ICD-9-CM coding skills needed in medical
coding and billing careers. The text provides an overview of ICD-9-CM guidelines on coding practice
and introduces students to medical records, including how to locate information and code accurately
and efficiently. The book covers symptoms, signs, diagnoses, procedures, and their ICD-9-CM codes
by system, and uses actual medical records to show how to code conditions and procedures. A
section explains how the coding process affects reimbursement and health services administration.
Each chapter includes coding practice exercises.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Essentials of Human Diseases and Conditions -
E-Book Tracie Fuqua, 2024-10-15 Enhance your patient care with this concise, comprehensive guide
to diseases and medical conditions! Essentials of Human Diseases and Conditions, 8th Edition
provides a basic knowledge of hundreds of diseases and disorders commonly seen in healthcare
settings. Easy-to-understand, easy-to-use information traces the progression of each disease by body
system, from signs and symptoms to diagnosis, treatment options, prognosis, and patient education.
This edition adds new content on respiratory diseases like SARS-CoV-2, the latest diagnostic and
treatment modalities, and new drug treatments. From noted Medical Assisting educator Tracie
Fuqua, this practical textbook and handbook prepares you for success in the classroom, on board
exams, and as a medical assistant or health professional. - NEW! Content alignment with the 2022
revised competencies for Medical Assisting Education set forth by CAAHEP. - NEW section on
supportive care expands the discussion of topics such as home health, palliative, emotional and
family guidance, and hospice, for conditions for which there are no cures. - NEW content includes
the latest diagnostic measures and treatment modalities, as well as updates on common and new
drug treatments. - NEW content on respiratory diseases and conditions includes SARS-CoV-2 and its
variants. - NEW! Multiple-choice quiz questions at the end of each chapter provide practice for
classroom and board exams. - More than 500 high-quality medical illustrations and clinical photos
(many are new or updated) clarify difficult concepts and depict medical conditions. - Concise,
consistent monograph-style presentation features body-system chapters that discuss each disease
and its description, signs and symptoms, diagnosis, treatment options, prognosis, prevention, and
patient teaching. - Critical thinking and real-life application is promoted through Challenge
scenarios with questions, Critical Thinking Exercises, and Enrichment boxes. - Alert! boxes provide




clinical tips, including safety precautions and best practices. - ICD-10 codes with each disease
provide practice in identifying the appropriate insurance codes. - Learning features in each chapter
simplify your study with a chapter outline, learning objectives, and key terms. - Learning resources
on the Evolve website include multiple-choice and critical thinking questions. - Student workbook
includes a wealth of review exercises and practice activities to reinforce your understanding of
important concepts from the text. Available separately.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: The Next Step: Advanced Medical Coding and
Auditing, 2013 Edition Carol J. Buck, 2013 Learning advanced medical coding concepts is easy with
Carol ]J. Buck's proven, step-by-step method! The Next Step: Advanced Medical Coding and Auditing,
2013 Edition provides an in-depth understanding of physician-based medical coding and coding
services such as medical visits, diagnostic testing and interpretation, treatments, surgeries, and
anesthesia. Patient cases reflect actual medical records - with personal details changed or removed -
and give you real-world experience coding from physical documentation with advanced material.
Enhance your clinical decision-making skills and learn to confidently pull the right information from
documents, select the right codes, determine the correct sequencing of those codes, properly audit
cases, and prepare for the transition to ICD-10-CM with the help of Carol J. Buck! Auditing cases in
every chapter offer realistic experience with auditing coded reports. UNIQUE! Evaluation and
Management (E/M) Audit Forms, developed to determine the correct E/M codes, simplify the coding
process and help you ensure accuracy. Dual Coding prepares you for the switch to ICD-10 by
accompanying all ICD-9 answers with corresponding codes from ICD-10-CM. Realistic patient cases
simulate the professional coding experience by using actual medical records (with personal patient
details changed or removed), allowing you to practice coding with advanced material. UNIQUE!
Netter anatomy plates in each chapter help you understand anatomy and how it affects coding. From
the Trenches boxes in each chapter highlight real-life medical coders and provide practical tips,
advice, and encouragement. More than 175 illustrations and a full-color design make advanced
concepts more accessible and visually engaging. Stronger focus on auditing cases prepares you to
assign correct codes to complicated records, as well as audit records for accuracy. Updated content
presents the latest coding information so you can practice with the most current information
available.

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Learning to Code with Icd-9-Cm for Health
Information Management and Health Services Administration 2006 Thomas ]J. Falen, Aaron
Liberman, 2005-12-01

icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy: Mastering Medical Coding - E-Book Marsha
Diamond, 2006-06-02 Expansion of ICD-9-CM information. - Sample patient charts include
explanatory notes. - A simulated medical practice (identified as Godfrey Regional) lets you study in a
real-world scenario. - Key Terms lists highlight the most important vocabulary and content. - More
exercises!
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