
icd 10 code for history of meningioma
resection
icd 10 code for history of meningioma resection is a critical medical coding element
used to document and classify patients who have undergone surgical removal of
meningiomas. Meningiomas are tumors that arise from the meninges, the membranes that
surround the brain and spinal cord. Accurately coding the history of meningioma resection
is essential for proper medical record-keeping, billing, and epidemiological tracking. This
article explores the specific ICD-10 code applicable to history of meningioma resection, its
clinical significance, coding guidelines, and related considerations. Additionally, it
discusses meningioma characteristics, surgical approaches, and the importance of precise
documentation in healthcare settings. Medical professionals, coders, and healthcare
administrators will find this comprehensive guide valuable for understanding and
implementing the correct ICD-10 coding practices related to meningioma resection
history.
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Understanding the ICD-10 Code for History of
Meningioma Resection

The ICD-10 code for history of meningioma resection falls under the category of Z codes,
which are used to indicate factors influencing health status and contact with health
services. Specifically, the code Z98.890—“Other specified postprocedural states”—is
commonly utilized to denote a history of a surgical procedure, such as meningioma
resection. This code indicates that the patient has undergone a significant prior procedure
but does not currently have an active disease process related to that procedure.

Specific ICD-10 Code Details

The ICD-10-CM coding system does not have a unique, dedicated code for “history of
meningioma resection” exclusively. Instead, coders use general postprocedural history



codes combined with documentation indicating meningioma. For example:

Z98.890 – Other specified postprocedural states

Z85.828 – Personal history of other malignant neoplasm of brain and nervous system
(if the meningioma was malignant)

When coding, it is essential to review the patient’s medical record thoroughly to determine
if the meningioma was benign or malignant and whether the coding should reflect a
history of neoplasm or simply a history of surgery.

Clinical Overview of Meningiomas

Meningiomas are tumors that develop from the meninges, the protective membranes
covering the brain and spinal cord. They are generally slow-growing and often benign but
can sometimes exhibit malignant features. Understanding the clinical nature of
meningiomas helps inform the coding and documentation process related to their
resection history.

Types and Characteristics of Meningiomas

Meningiomas are classified based on their histological grade, location, and behavior. The
World Health Organization (WHO) classifies meningiomas into three grades:

Grade I: Benign meningiomas, representing the majority of cases.1.

Grade II: Atypical meningiomas with a higher risk of recurrence.2.

Grade III: Malignant or anaplastic meningiomas, which are aggressive and invasive.3.

The surgical resection of meningiomas depends on tumor size, location, and grade.
Complete removal can often be curative, but follow-up and monitoring remain important
due to the risk of recurrence.

Surgical Approaches to Meningioma Resection

Surgical resection is the primary treatment modality for meningiomas that are
symptomatic or increasing in size. Common surgical approaches include craniotomy and



minimally invasive techniques, depending on tumor location and patient health status. The
history of such a procedure is medically significant and must be accurately coded.

Medical Coding Guidelines and Best Practices

Accurate ICD-10 coding for history of meningioma resection requires adherence to
established medical coding guidelines. This ensures proper classification, facilitates
insurance reimbursement, and supports clinical data analysis.

Guidelines for Using History Codes

When a patient has undergone meningioma resection and is currently free of active
disease, coders should apply “history of” codes. These codes indicate prior conditions or
procedures without implying current active pathology. The following best practices are
recommended:

Use Z98.890 for postprocedural history when no specific code exists for the surgical
history.

Apply Z85.828 if the meningioma was malignant and documentation supports a
history of malignancy.

Include any relevant codes for residual effects or complications if applicable.

Always verify the most recent ICD-10-CM manual or official coding guidelines for
updates.

Documentation Requirements for Accurate Coding

Accurate coding depends heavily on thorough and precise documentation by healthcare
providers. Essential elements that must be documented include:

Confirmation of meningioma diagnosis and histological classification.

Date and type of surgical resection performed.

Postoperative status and any ongoing symptoms or complications.

Clarification of benign versus malignant nature of the tumor.



Clear documentation allows coders to assign the most appropriate ICD-10 code reflecting
the patient’s current health status and surgical history.

Importance of Accurate Documentation

Accurate documentation of the history of meningioma resection is crucial for multiple
reasons. It impacts clinical care decisions, insurance claims, quality reporting, and
research data quality. This section highlights the significance of precise medical record-
keeping related to meningioma surgery history.

Clinical Implications

Knowledge of a patient’s history of meningioma resection informs ongoing clinical
management, including monitoring for tumor recurrence or late postoperative
complications. It also guides decisions regarding imaging, follow-up appointments, and
potential adjuvant therapies.

Financial and Administrative Considerations

Correct ICD-10 coding based on detailed documentation ensures appropriate
reimbursement from payers and minimizes claim denials. It also supports compliance with
healthcare regulations and coding standards, reducing audit risks.

Common Challenges in Coding Meningioma
History

Coding the history of meningioma resection can present challenges due to variations in
documentation, tumor classification, and coding system limitations. Understanding these
challenges helps improve accuracy and coding efficiency.

Ambiguities in Medical Records

Sometimes, medical records may lack sufficient detail regarding the nature of the
meningioma, the completeness of resection, or postoperative outcomes. Such ambiguities
can complicate the selection of the correct ICD-10 code and necessitate queries to
healthcare providers.



Limitations of ICD-10 Coding System

The ICD-10 system does not provide a dedicated code solely for history of meningioma
resection, requiring use of more generalized postprocedural history codes. This can make
precise coding more difficult and may require additional documentation to clarify the
patient’s status.

Strategies to Overcome Coding Challenges

Encourage detailed clinical documentation to support coding decisions.

Consult coding manuals and official guidelines regularly.

Use clinical queries when necessary to clarify ambiguous documentation.

Stay updated on coding revisions and best practices through professional education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of meningioma
resection?
The ICD-10 code for history of meningioma resection is Z85.828, which indicates a
personal history of other malignant neoplasm of the brain and nervous system.

Is there a specific ICD-10 code for history of
meningioma resection?
Yes, the specific ICD-10 code used is Z85.828, which covers personal history of malignant
neoplasms of the brain, including meningioma resection history.

Can the ICD-10 code Z85.828 be used for benign
meningioma history?
Z85.828 is generally used for malignant neoplasms. For benign meningioma history, a
different code such as Z86.79 (personal history of other diseases of the nervous system)
may be more appropriate, but clinical documentation should guide coding.



How do you code a patient with a history of meningioma
resection during follow-up care?
Use the ICD-10 code Z85.828 to indicate the patient's personal history of brain neoplasm,
including meningioma, during follow-up care or surveillance.

What ICD-10 code should be used if meningioma was
completely resected and patient is currently disease-
free?
The appropriate code is Z85.828 to document the personal history of meningioma
resection, even if the patient is currently disease-free.

Is there an ICD-10 code for sequelae of meningioma
resection?
Yes, sequelae from meningioma resection, such as neurological deficits, should be coded
with appropriate codes for the specific sequelae (e.g., G81.9 for hemiplegia) alongside
Z85.828 for history of meningioma.

Can Z85.828 be used for coding history of brain tumor
resection other than meningioma?
Yes, Z85.828 is a general code for personal history of malignant neoplasm of brain and
nervous system and can be used for other brain tumor resections as well.

What is the difference between ICD-10 codes Z85.828
and Z86.79 regarding meningioma history?
Z85.828 is used for history of malignant brain tumors, while Z86.79 covers personal
history of other nervous system diseases, which may be used if the meningioma was
benign or non-malignant.

Should the primary diagnosis code for meningioma be
replaced with Z85.828 after resection?
Yes, once meningioma has been completely resected and there is no active disease, the
diagnosis code should be replaced with Z85.828 to indicate history of the condition rather
than active disease.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding ICD-10 Coding for Neurosurgical Procedures
This comprehensive guide covers the essentials of ICD-10 coding specifically tailored for
neurosurgical interventions, including meningioma resections. It explains coding



conventions, guidelines, and common pitfalls to avoid. Perfect for medical coders and
healthcare professionals aiming to improve accuracy in neurosurgical documentation.

2. Clinical Neurosurgery: Diagnosis and Management of Brain Tumors
Focusing on brain tumors such as meningiomas, this book provides detailed insights into
diagnosis, treatment options, and surgical techniques. It also discusses postoperative care
and potential complications. The text is valuable for neurosurgeons, oncologists, and
medical students.

3. Medical Coding Workbook for ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS
This workbook offers practical exercises and case studies related to ICD-10 coding,
including scenarios involving meningioma resections. It helps learners apply coding rules
in real-world contexts, enhancing their proficiency. The interactive format supports self-
study and classroom use.

4. Meningiomas: Surgical Approaches and Outcomes
A detailed exploration of meningioma surgery, this book covers preoperative evaluation,
surgical techniques, and postoperative management. It reviews outcomes and advances in
minimally invasive approaches. Neurosurgeons and residents will find it an essential
resource.

5. ICD-10 Coding Handbook for Oncology
This handbook provides in-depth explanations of ICD-10 codes related to oncological
conditions, including brain tumors like meningiomas. It highlights the importance of
accurate coding for treatment history, such as meningioma resections, to support billing
and clinical documentation. Oncology coders will benefit from its clear examples and tips.

6. Brain Tumors: A Multidisciplinary Approach
Covering the spectrum of brain tumor management, this book integrates perspectives
from neurosurgery, radiology, pathology, and oncology. It discusses meningiomas
extensively and addresses post-surgical follow-up and coding considerations. The
multidisciplinary focus aids comprehensive patient care.

7. Essentials of Medical Coding: ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS
Designed for beginners and intermediate coders, this book breaks down the complexities
of ICD-10 coding, including codes related to neurosurgical procedures like meningioma
resections. It includes examples, tips, and updates on coding standards. Ideal for coders
seeking a solid foundation.

8. Neurosurgical Case Studies: Coding and Compliance
This collection of case studies highlights real-world scenarios involving neurosurgical
procedures such as meningioma resections. It emphasizes correct ICD-10 coding and
compliance with healthcare regulations. Coders and compliance officers will find practical
guidance here.

9. Postoperative Care and Rehabilitation After Brain Tumor Surgery
Focusing on the recovery phase following surgeries like meningioma resections, this book
discusses rehabilitation strategies, complications, and long-term outcomes. It also touches
on documenting patient history accurately, including relevant ICD-10 codes. Healthcare
providers involved in postoperative care will find it invaluable.
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procedures that the coder will most likely encounter on the job and on the exam. At the end of
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