
icelandic women physical appearance

icelandic women physical appearance is a topic that has intrigued many due to
the distinctive and striking features often associated with women from
Iceland. Known for their unique genetic heritage and Nordic roots, Icelandic
women often exhibit a blend of characteristics that set them apart in terms
of beauty and physical traits. This article delves into the typical physical
appearance of Icelandic women, exploring common facial features, body types,
hair and eye colors, as well as how their environment and genetics influence
these traits. In addition, cultural factors and historical influences play a
significant role in shaping the overall look that is frequently attributed to
Icelandic women. Understanding these elements can provide a comprehensive
insight into their physical identity. The following sections will cover
detailed descriptions, genetic background, and common beauty standards
related to Icelandic women’s physical appearance.
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Distinctive Facial Features of Icelandic Women
Icelandic women physical appearance is often characterized by facial features
that reflect their Nordic ancestry combined with isolated genetic traits
unique to the Icelandic population. Their faces are typically well-defined,
exhibiting a harmonious blend of soft and angular elements.

Facial Structure
One of the most notable aspects of Icelandic women’s appearance is their
facial structure. Many have high cheekbones, which create a sculpted look
that is both elegant and distinctive. The jawline tends to be well-defined,
and the face shape often ranges from oval to slightly angular. This
combination lends a balanced and symmetrical appearance, which is frequently
admired in both local and international contexts.



Skin Tone and Complexion
The skin tone of Icelandic women usually leans towards fair to light, often
with a natural rosy or peach undertone. Due to the country’s northern
location and limited sun exposure, their skin is generally smooth and
delicate, although it can be prone to sensitivity or redness. The complexion
tends to be clear, contributing to the fresh and youthful appearance commonly
associated with Icelandic women physical appearance.

Common Hair and Eye Colors
Hair and eye colors are among the most immediately recognizable traits when
discussing Icelandic women physical appearance. The genetic makeup of the
Icelandic population has preserved many ancient Nordic and Celtic traits,
resulting in a distinct palette of natural colors.

Hair Color
Blonde hair is prevalent among Icelandic women, varying from light platinum
to darker golden shades. However, it is not uncommon to encounter women with
light brown or even reddish hair tones, reflecting the diverse genetic
heritage that includes Celtic influences. Icelandic women’s hair texture
typically ranges from straight to slightly wavy, contributing to their
classic Nordic aesthetic.

Eye Color
Eye color in Icelandic women is most commonly blue or green, often described
as striking or intense. These lighter eye colors are a hallmark of the
region’s genetic lineage. In some cases, gray or hazel eyes are present, but
blue and green remain dominant. The clarity and brightness of their eyes
often enhance the overall expressiveness of their facial appearance.

Typical Body Types and Stature
The physical stature of Icelandic women also reflects their adaptation to the
northern climate and lifestyle. Icelandic women physical appearance includes
body types that are generally well-proportioned and healthy, influenced by
both genetics and environmental conditions.

Height and Build
On average, Icelandic women tend to be of medium height, usually ranging
between 5 feet 4 inches (162 cm) and 5 feet 7 inches (170 cm). Their build is



often described as lean yet strong, a result of genetic predisposition
combined with the active lifestyle common in Iceland. Muscular definition,
especially in the legs and arms, is frequently evident, reflecting the
importance of outdoor activities in Icelandic culture.

Body Shape
In terms of body shape, Icelandic women generally have an hourglass or
rectangular figure. Their physique tends to balance curves with athleticism,
which supports both aesthetic appeal and functional strength. This blend is
typical among Nordic populations, where survival in harsh climates
historically required robust physical health.

Genetic and Environmental Influences
The unique physical traits of Icelandic women are deeply rooted in genetics
as well as environmental factors. Iceland’s geographic isolation has
preserved a relatively homogenous gene pool, which strongly influences their
physical appearance.

Genetic Heritage
Icelandic women inherit traits from a mixture of Norse and Celtic ancestors,
which accounts for the combination of features such as fair skin, light hair,
and blue or green eyes. The limited historical immigration and the isolated
nature of Iceland have resulted in a gene pool that is less diverse than many
other populations, leading to distinct and consistent physical
characteristics among Icelandic women.

Environmental Impact
Living in a northern climate with long, cold winters and limited sunlight
affects skin tone, hair health, and overall physical condition. The
environment encourages a healthy lifestyle that includes outdoor activities
such as hiking, skiing, and swimming, which help maintain the robust and
toned bodies typical of Icelandic women. Additionally, the diet rich in
seafood and natural products contributes to their clear skin and radiant
appearance.

Cultural Perceptions and Beauty Standards
Icelandic women physical appearance is also shaped by cultural ideals and
societal norms, which emphasize natural beauty and health over artificial
enhancements.



Emphasis on Natural Beauty
In Iceland, there is a strong cultural preference for maintaining a natural
look. Minimal makeup and understated fashion choices are common, highlighting
the innate features of Icelandic women. This approach aligns with the
appreciation for purity and simplicity deeply embedded in Icelandic culture.

Influence of Media and Fashion
Despite the cultural leanings towards natural beauty, Icelandic women have
also gained international recognition in modeling and fashion industries due
to their unique appearance. This exposure has contributed to a broader
appreciation of their physical traits and has influenced local beauty
standards to embrace both traditional and contemporary aesthetics.

Key Features Valued in Icelandic Society

Clear, healthy skin

Bright, expressive eyes

Strong, athletic physique

Natural hair colors and textures

Symmetrical and balanced facial features

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common physical features of Icelandic
women?
Icelandic women typically have fair skin, light-colored eyes (blue or green),
and blonde or light brown hair. They often have a naturally fresh and radiant
complexion.

Do Icelandic women have any distinctive facial
characteristics?
Many Icelandic women have high cheekbones, a straight nose, and a symmetrical
face, which are often considered distinctive and attractive features.



Is there a typical height range for Icelandic women?
Icelandic women generally have an average height ranging from about 5'4" to
5'7" (162 cm to 170 cm), which is fairly average compared to other European
countries.

How does the Icelandic climate affect the physical
appearance of women?
The cold, windy, and often harsh Icelandic climate contributes to Icelandic
women having resilient skin with a natural glow. They often take good care of
their skin to protect it from dryness and cold weather effects.

Are Icelandic women known for having a particular
body type?
Icelandic women tend to have athletic and healthy body types, often due to
their active lifestyle and emphasis on outdoor activities like hiking,
swimming, and sports.

How do Icelandic women typically style their hair?
Many Icelandic women prefer natural hairstyles, often embracing their
naturally blonde or light brown hair. Simple, low-maintenance styles are
common, though some also enjoy modern and trendy cuts.

Is makeup popular among Icelandic women?
Makeup use in Iceland is generally subtle and natural-looking, enhancing
rather than masking features. The focus is often on skincare and a fresh
appearance rather than heavy makeup.

Do Icelandic women have unique beauty standards
compared to other countries?
Icelandic beauty standards emphasize natural beauty, health, and an
unpretentious look. There is a cultural appreciation for simplicity and
authenticity in physical appearance.

How does genetics influence the physical appearance
of Icelandic women?
Icelandic women’s physical traits are influenced by the country’s relatively
isolated gene pool, which has preserved Nordic features like light hair and
eyes, fair skin, and distinct facial structures.



Additional Resources
1. Beauty of the North: Icelandic Women Through the Ages
This book explores the evolving standards of beauty among Icelandic women,
tracing influences from Viking heritage to modern times. It delves into
traditional hairstyles, clothing, and natural features that have defined
Icelandic femininity. Richly illustrated, it offers a visual journey through
the centuries.

2. Radiant Complexions: Skincare Secrets of Icelandic Women
Discover the skincare routines and natural remedies passed down through
generations of Icelandic women. This book highlights how the unique Icelandic
climate shapes their approach to beauty and skin health. Readers will find
practical tips inspired by nature’s pure ingredients.

3. Blonde and Bold: The Iconic Look of Icelandic Women
Focusing on the distinctive blonde hair and striking features common among
Icelandic women, this book examines genetic heritage and cultural pride. It
includes interviews with Icelandic models and beauty experts who share their
perspectives on maintaining this iconic look.

4. Nordic Elegance: Fashion and Appearance of Icelandic Women
Explore the minimalist yet elegant fashion sense that characterizes Icelandic
women’s physical appearance. The book discusses how Iceland’s environment
influences clothing choices and how traditional garments have inspired
contemporary fashion trends.

5. From Fjords to Face: The Natural Beauty of Icelandic Women
This book celebrates the natural, unadorned beauty of Icelandic women,
emphasizing their connection to the rugged landscape. It explores how outdoor
lifestyles contribute to their healthy physique and glowing skin, supported
by expert commentary.

6. Eyes Like the Aurora: Icelandic Women’s Unique Features
A detailed look at the captivating eye colors and facial features prevalent
among Icelandic women, often compared to the Northern Lights. The book
combines scientific insights with cultural stories to explain these
mesmerizing traits.

7. Strength and Grace: Physical Fitness and Appearance in Icelandic Women
Highlighting the importance of physical fitness, this book covers traditional
Icelandic sports and activities that shape women’s physiques. It also
discusses how modern wellness trends are embraced in Iceland to maintain
strength and grace.

8. Hair Stories: The Cultural Significance of Icelandic Women’s Hairstyles
This book uncovers the cultural meanings behind various hairstyles worn by
Icelandic women throughout history. It includes folklore, symbolism, and
contemporary styles, reflecting identity and social status.

9. Timeless Beauty: Aging Gracefully in Icelandic Women



Focusing on how Icelandic women approach aging and maintain their appearance,
this book offers insights into lifestyle, diet, and mindset. It features
personal stories and expert advice on embracing natural beauty at every stage
of life.
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  icelandic women physical appearance: Icelandic Utopia in Victorian Travel Literature
Dimitrios Kassis, 2016-05-11 This book focuses on Iceland as a nineteenth-century utopian locus in
the light of racial theories attached to the country’s national framework. In particular, it investigates
the ways in which five nineteenth-century travellers define their national identity and gender in
relation to Iceland during the Victorian period, during which European nationalism emerges as an
idea of paramount importance. Owing to the gradual contemplation of this peripheral word as the
cradle of the Germanic nations, Victorian travel writers endeavoured to reconstruct the image of
Iceland in accordance with the racial theoretical framework that underlay the nineteenth-century
British nation-building agenda.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Popular Romance in Iceland Sheryl McDonald
Werronen, 2025-10-01 A late medieval Icelandic romance about the 'maiden-king' of France, Nítída
saga generated interest in its day and grew in popularity in post-Reformation Iceland, yet until now
it has not received the comprehensive scholarly analysis that it much deserves. Analysing this saga
from a variety of perspectives, this book sheds light on the manner in which Nítída saga explores
and negotiates the romance genre from an Icelandic perspective, showcasing this exciting saga's
strong female characters, worldviews, and long manuscript tradition. Beginning with Nítída saga's
manuscript context, including its reception and transformation in early modern Iceland, this study
also discusses how Nítída saga was influenced by, and also later influenced, other Icelandic
romances. Considering the text as literature, discussion of its unusual depiction of world geography,
as well as the various characters and their relationships, provides insights into medieval Icelanders'
ideas about themselves and the world they lived in, including questions about Icelandic identity,
gender, female solidarity, and the literary genre of romance itself. The book also includes a newly
revised reading edition and translation of Nítída saga.
  icelandic women physical appearance: The Nordic Model and Physical Culture Mikkel Tin,
Frode Telseth, Jan Ove Tangen, Richard Giulianotti, 2019-11-26 This book examines the
relationships between the Nordic social democratic welfare system (‘The Nordic Model’) and
physical culture, across the domains of sport, education, and public space. Presenting important new
empirical research, it helps us to understand how the paradoxical blend of social democracy and
liberalism in the Nordic countries influences physical culture, which in turn contributes to a quality
of life that ranks highest in the world. Drawing on perspectives from sociology, cultural studies,
history, education, political science, outdoor studies, and urban studies, the book explores topics
such as dance education for sport students, doping in cross-country skiing, outdoor education, the
active body, and the ideology of public parks. It includes research material from across the region,
including Norway, Sweden, Iceland, Finland, and Denmark. This is fascinating reading for anyone
with an interest in physical culture, sport studies, leisure studies, or outdoor studies, as well as
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sociologists or political scientists with an interest in Nordic politics, culture, and society.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Women in Old Norse Literature J. Friðriksdóttir,
2013-03-12 Old Norse texts offer different ideas about what it is to be female, presenting women in
diverse social and economic positions. This book analyzes female characters in medieval Icelandic
saga literature, and demonstrates how they engaged with some of the most contested values of the
period, revealing the anxieties of both the authors and audiences.
  icelandic women physical appearance: How Iceland Changed the World Egill Bjarnason,
2021-05-11 [A] joyously peculiar book. -- The New York Times ‘Bjarnason’s intriguing book might be
about a cold place, but it’s tailor-made to be read on the beach.’ –New Statesman The untold story of
how one tiny island in the middle of the Atlantic has shaped the world for centuries. The history of
Iceland began 1,200 years ago, when a frustrated Viking captain and his useless navigator ran
aground in the middle of the North Atlantic. Suddenly, the island was no longer just a layover for the
Arctic tern. Instead, it became a nation whose diplomats and musicians, sailors and soldiers,
volcanoes and flowers, quietly altered the globe forever. How Iceland Changed the World takes
readers on a tour of history, showing them how Iceland played a pivotal role in events as diverse as
the French Revolution, the Moon Landing, and the foundation of Israel. Again and again, one humble
nation has found itself at the frontline of historic events, shaping the world as we know it, How
Iceland Changed the World paints a lively picture of just how it all happened.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Sisters or Strangers? Marlene Epp, Franca Iacovetta,
2016-01-01 Spanning more than two hundred years of history, from the eighteenth century to the
twenty-first, Sisters or Strangers? explores the complex lives of immigrant, ethnic, and racialized
women in Canada. Among the themes examined in this new edition are the intersection of race,
crime, and justice, the creation of white settler societies, letters and oral histories, domestic labour,
the body, political activism, food studies, gender and ethnic identity, and trauma, violence, and
memory. The second edition of this influential essay collection expands its chronological and
conceptual scope with fifteen new essays that reflect the latest cutting-edge research in Canadian
women's history. Introductions to each thematic section include discussion questions and
suggestions for further reading, making the book an even more valuable classroom resource than
before.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Two Days of the Adder Ken Byrns, 2007-03 The body
plunged from the brink of the precipice into the depths of the chasm, landing on the jagged rock at
the edge of the river, a rushing torrent that would drown out the sounds of the impact or cries of
anguish, if there were any. Now, only the gods of the Aegean, whether Greek or Roman, Christian or
Moslem, would know what had happened.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Intersecting Worlds Jenna Grace Sciuto, 2025-01-15
Intersecting Worlds: Colonial Liminality in US Southern and Icelandic Literatures recalibrates
readings of US southern and American writers by exploring comparable depictions of race,
colonialism, Whiteness, gender, and sexuality in Icelandic literature. This book explores the
liminality, ambiguity, and general unease that result when postcolonial theories are applied to both
Iceland and the US South. It investigates the parallels and also the limitations to such comparisons
with the labels and binaries created to represent colonial dynamics flattening the complex
positionings of Iceland and the US South. Iceland, an independent nation since 1944, has a complex
colonial history. As a former dependency of Denmark that endured a US military presence from 1941
to 2006, Iceland’s global positioning invites comparisons to formerly colonized spaces. At the same
time, Iceland’s history and geopolitical location differ from other colonized nations, which were
subject to brutal violence and dehumanizing practices. This comparative project investigates
Iceland’s colonial liminality and draws connections to the colonial ambiguity of the US South,
depicted as colonized by the federal government during Reconstruction and the site of the
colonization of the Black population through slavery and its later iterations. Exploring the work of
US southern writers, like William Faulkner, Gayl Jones, Jean Toomer, and Carson McCullers,
alongside twentieth-century Icelandic novelists, including Halldór Laxness, Svava Jakobsdóttir,



Guðbergur Bergsson, and Fríða Áslaug Sigurðardóttir, on both thematic and aesthetic levels reveals
much about each region’s history and the complexity of colonial dynamics. Intersecting Worlds
centers layers of Whiteness in both national and transnational contexts, challenges ideas of Nordic
and US southern exceptionalism, and exposes the complex impacts of colonialism in the Global
North and the Global South, as depicted in twentieth-century literature.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Iceland Andrew Evans, 2014-08-01 A brand new
edition of the most in-depth guide available to Iceland, containing both the remotest offshore islands
and the ins and outs of Reykjavik's music scene.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Plain and Ugly Janes Charlotte M. Wright, 2014-01-14
If beauty is truth, is ugliness falsehood and deception? If all art need concern itself with is beauty,
what need have we to explore in our literature the nature and consequences of ugliness? In Plain
and Ugly Janes, Charlotte Wright defines and explores the ramifications of a new character type in
twentieth-century American literature, the ugly woman, whose roots can be traced to the Old
Maid/Spinster character of the nineteenth century. During the 1970's, stories began to appear in
which the ugly woman is a figure of power-heroic not in the traditional old maid's way of quiet,
passive...
  icelandic women physical appearance: Women and Weapons in the Viking World Leszek
Gardela, 2021-09-02 “Invigorating . . . Gardeła reappraises the connections between women and
violence in an early-medieval society that has left few texts to guide us.” —Studies in Late Antiquity
This book sets out to investigate the idea of “the armed woman” in the Viking Age through a
comprehensive and cross-cultural approach and weaves a nuanced picture of women’s lives in the
Viking world. The Viking Age (c. AD 750–1050) is conventionally portrayed as a tumultuous time
when hordes of fierce warriors from Scandinavia wreaked havoc across the European continent and
when Norse merchants traveled to distant corners of the world in pursuit of slaves, silver and exotic
commodities. Until fairly recently, Norse society during this pivotal period in world history has been
characterized as male-dominated, with women’s roles dismissed or substantially downplayed. There
is, however, ample textual and archaeological evidence to suggest that many of the most spectacular
achievements of Viking Age Scandinavians—in craftsmanship, exploration, cross-cultural trade,
warfare and other spheres of life—would not have been possible without the active involvement of
women, and that, both within the walls of the household and in the wider public arena, women’s
voices were heard, respected and followed. Lavishly illustrated, this pioneering book explores the
stories of the female warrior and women’s links with the martial sphere of life in the Viking Age,
using literature and archaeological evidence from Scandinavia and the wider Viking world to
examine the motivations and circumstances that led women to engage in armed conflict.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Representations of the North in Victorian Travel
Literature Dimitrios Kassis, 2015-02-05 Travel literature has always been associated with the
construction of utopias which were founded on the idea of unknown lands. During their journeys in
foreign lands, British travellers tended to formulate various critical opinions based on their
background knowledge of the country visited. Their attempts to interpret other nations were often
misinterpretations of the peoples in question as the Other. At the close of the eighteenth century,
when Grand Tourism started to fade away and travelling became a mainstream activity for the
middle-class Briton, travel writers attempted to identify with.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Horse and Rider in the late Viking Age Anne
Pedersen, Merethe Schifter Bagge, 2021-06-11 Papers from a conference Skanderborg 27-28th of
June 2019 An equestrian burial from the 10th century with an exceptionally elaborate horse harness
was discovered at Fregerslev near Skanderborg in eastern Jutland, Denmark in 2012. This formed
the starting point for the Fregerslev Research Project initiated by Museum Skanderborg in 2017.
Two years later, the museum held a conference to present the preliminary results of the project. A
group of researchers from neighbouring countries were invited to provide a wider international
context for a discussion of the social, political, cultural and religious background of the Fregerslev
burial. With 21 articles, Horse and Rider in the late Viking Age presents the outcome of the



conference. Part I describes the excavation of the Fregerslev burial and its contents. The finds,
particularly the harness fittings and the remains of a quiver of arrows, and the results of a wide
range of scientific analyses demonstrate what a remarkable burial this once was. The excavation
methods and documentation procedures, the sampling strategies, and the following conservation
and preservation of the finds, give an idea of the many new approaches, which may be useful when
dealing with a decomposed grave in the future. Part II and Part III present new research on
10th-century equestrian burials and their significance in contemporary society from a variety of
countries across Central and Northern Europe.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Power, Construction and Meaning in Festivals
Allan Jepson, Alan Clarke, 2017-11-10 Whether through education, sport or festivity, events form the
basis on which we attribute cultural meaning, significance and value to our lives. In this light,
community events have the potential to create positive and negative social, cultural, economic and
environmental impacts within the community across a wide variety of genres and platforms. This
book offers a deeper and more critical insight into the relationships, dynamics and planning
processes of festivals and events and the impact this has upon authenticity, cultural consumption
and the local communities they serve. It does so by looking at a range of key debates in power
theory, event planning and design, event construction, experience and meaning, authenticity,
sustainability, social inclusion, accessibility and sponsorship engagement. International case studies
are embedded within the chapters, examining the role of stakeholders, local communities,
organisers, local governments and infrastructure. This critical event studies text is interdisciplinary
and will make valuable reading for students and researchers who are interested in the relationships
and dynamics involved in the construction and planning of festivals and events, their immediate
impact and their significance for the future.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Icelandic Art Today Christian Schoen, Halldór Björn
Runólfsson, 2009 Edited by Christian Schoen. Text by Halldor Bjorn Runolfsson, Hafgor Yngvason.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Old Norse Images of Women Jenny Jochens,
2016-11-11 Working from the Poetic Edda, the Prose Edda, and Old Norse prose narratives and
laws, Jenny Jochens argues for an underlying cultural continuum of a pagan pantheon and a set of
heroic figures shared by the Germanic tribes in Europe, Britain, Scandinavia, and Iceland from A.D.
500 to 1500. Old Norse Images of Women explores the female half of this legacy, which involves
images both divine and human. In a society marked by sharp gender divisions, women were
frequently portrayed as one of four conventional types. The warrior woman was exemplified by the
valkyrie, sheildmaiden, or maiden king. The wise woman was a prophetess or sorceress. The avenger
is best seen in Gudrun, whose focus of revenge shifted from husband to brothers. Last, there were
the whetters or inciters, who appear both in the Continental setting as Brynhildr and as ubiquitous
figures in medieval Icelandic literature, ranging from Norwegian queens to humble milkmaids.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Narrative in the Icelandic Family Saga Heather
O'Donoghue, 2021-01-28 Representative of a unique literary genre and composed in the 13th and
14th centuries, the Icelandic Family Sagas rank among some of the world's greatest literature. Here,
Heather O'Donoghue skilfully examines the notions of time and the singular textual voice of the
Sagas, offering a fresh perspective on the foundational texts of Old Norse and medieval Icelandic
heritage. With a conspicuous absence of giants, dragons, and fairy tale magic, these sagas reflect a
real-world society in transition, grappling with major new challenges of identity and development. As
this book reveals, the stance of the narrator and the role of time – from the representation of
external time passing to the audience's experience of moving through a narrative – are crucial to
these stories. As such, Narrative in the Icelandic Family Saga draws on modern narratological
theory to explore the ways in which saga authors maintain the urgency and complexity of their
material, handle the narrative and chronological line, and offer perceptive insights into saga society.
In doing so, O'Donoghue presents a new poetics of family sagas and redefines the literary rhetoric of
saga narratives.
  icelandic women physical appearance: Civil Rights Journal , 1997



  icelandic women physical appearance: Chamber's Journal of Popular Literature, Science
and Arts , 1875
  icelandic women physical appearance: Undisciplined Women Pauline Greenhill, Diane Tye,
1997-09-22 Contributors demonstrate that informal traditional and popular expressive cultural forms
continue to be central to Canadians' gender constructions and clearly display the creation and
re-creation of women's often subordinate position in society. They not only explore positive and
negative images of women - the witch, the Icelandic Mountain Woman, and the Hollywood killer
dyke - but also examine how actual women - taxi drivers, quilters, spiritual healers, and storytellers -
negotiate and remake these images in their lives and work. Contributors also propose models for
facilitating feminist dialogue on traditional and popular culture in Canada. Drawing on perspectives
from women's studies, folklore, anthropology, sociology, art history, literature, and religious studies,
Undisciplined Women is an insightful exploration of the multiplicity of women's experiences and the
importance of reclaiming women's cultures and traditions.
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