icon of jesus the teacher

icon of jesus the teacher holds profound significance in Christian theology and art, symbolizing
Christ’s role as the ultimate instructor and guide. This sacred representation emphasizes Jesus not
only as the Son of God but also as the divine educator who imparts wisdom, moral guidance, and
spiritual truth. The iconographic tradition captures this aspect through distinct visual elements, such
as gestures, inscriptions, and symbolic objects. Understanding the history, symbolism, and cultural
impact of the icon of Jesus the teacher provides insight into its enduring spiritual and artistic
relevance. This article explores the origins, features, theological interpretations, and modern
appreciation of the icon of Jesus the teacher, highlighting its place within Christian iconography and
devotional practice.

Historical Origins of the Icon of Jesus the Teacher

Symbolism and Visual Features

Theological Significance

Role in Christian Worship and Devotion

Modern Interpretations and Artistic Influence

Historical Origins of the Icon of Jesus the Teacher

The icon of Jesus the teacher emerges from early Christian art, rooted in the Byzantine tradition
where iconography flourished as a means of theological expression. Early depictions date back to the
4th and 5th centuries, coinciding with Christianity’s legalization and spread within the Roman Empire.
These icons served as visual catechisms, teaching the faithful about Christ’s nature and mission. The
portrayal of Jesus as a teacher often appeared in manuscripts, frescoes, and panel paintings,
emphasizing his role in delivering divine wisdom.

Byzantine Influence and Development

Byzantine iconographers developed a standardized depiction of Jesus the teacher characterized by
formalized gestures and attributes. The style aimed to communicate spiritual truths through symbolic
representation rather than realistic portraiture. The use of gold backgrounds and solemn expressions
conveyed sacredness and transcendence. This period established the foundational iconographic
elements that persisted in Eastern Orthodox and other Christian traditions.

Spread and Adaptation in Western Christianity

While the Byzantine style dominated Eastern Christianity, Western Christian art adapted the icon of
Jesus the teacher with regional variations during the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Western



depictions often integrated more naturalistic elements while maintaining the core symbolism of Jesus
as a source of wisdom. Illuminated manuscripts and altar paintings commonly featured Christ
teaching his disciples, reinforcing his instructional role.

Symbolism and Visual Features

The icon of Jesus the teacher incorporates specific symbols and visual cues designed to convey
theological meaning and spiritual authority. These elements work together to identify Christ as the
divine educator and to communicate his teachings to the viewer.

Hand Gestures and Posture

One of the most recognizable features is Jesus’ hand gesture, typically the right hand raised in a
blessing or teaching position. This gesture, known as the “Christ Pantocrator” sign, combines two or
three fingers to symbolize the Holy Trinity or the dual nature of Christ. The posture is often frontal and
symmetrical, emphasizing stability and authority.

Books and Scrolls

Jesus is frequently depicted holding a book or scroll, representing the Gospels or divine law. The open
or closed book symbolizes the revelation of God’s word and Christ’s role in interpreting and fulfilling
the Scriptures. This attribute reinforces his identity as the ultimate teacher and source of truth.

Inscriptions and Halo

Inscriptions such as “IC XC” (Jesus Christ) and phrases like “Teacher” or “Rabbi” are common in these
icons, directly labeling Christ’s identity. The halo, often inscribed with a cross, signifies holiness and
divine radiance. The halo’s detailed design, including Greek letters or geometric patterns, highlights
Christ’s sacred status.

Right hand raised in blessing or teaching gesture

Book or scroll symbolizing the Gospel or divine wisdom

Inscriptions identifying Jesus and his role

Halo with cross and sacred symbols

Symmetrical and frontal posture to denote authority



Theological Significance

The icon of Jesus the teacher encapsulates deep theological themes central to Christian belief. It
portrays Christ as the Logos, the divine Word incarnate who imparts eternal wisdom and moral
guidance. This representation underscores the belief that Jesus is both fully human and fully divine,
uniquely qualified to instruct humanity in the path of salvation.

Christ as the Logos and Divine Wisdom

In Christian theology, Jesus is identified as the Logos, meaning “Word” or “Reason,” through whom all
things were made. The icon reinforces this concept by visually affirming Christ’s role in revealing
God’s wisdom. The teacher icon invites believers to seek knowledge not merely as intellectual pursuit
but as a transformative encounter with divine truth.

Authority and Teaching Mission

The authoritative posture and blessing gesture emphasize Jesus’ role as the authoritative teacher
whose words carry divine power. This theological understanding affirms that Christ’s teachings are
the foundation of Christian doctrine and moral life. The icon serves as a reminder of the Church’s
mission to transmit this teaching faithfully.

Role in Christian Worship and Devotion

The icon of Jesus the teacher plays a vital role in liturgical settings, private devotion, and religious
education. It functions as both an object of veneration and a visual aid for contemplation and
instruction.

Use in Liturgical Contexts

In Eastern Orthodox and some Eastern Catholic churches, icons of Jesus the teacher are prominently
displayed in iconostases and chapels. They are focal points during worship services, helping the
faithful to focus their prayers and reflect on Christ’s teachings. The icon is often kissed or bowed to as
a sign of reverence.

Educational and Catechetical Tool

Icons have historically been used as teaching tools, especially in times and places where literacy was
limited. The icon of Jesus the teacher visually communicates key theological concepts and encourages
believers to emulate Christ's example. It remains a valuable resource in Christian education and
formation.



Modern Interpretations and Artistic Influence

Contemporary artists and theologians continue to engage with the icon of Jesus the teacher, exploring
its relevance and adapting its imagery for new contexts. The icon’s timeless symbolism inspires a
range of creative expressions across denominations and cultures.

Contemporary Artistic Renditions

Modern iconographers often blend traditional techniques with innovative styles to renew the icon’s
visual impact. These works maintain the essential symbolic elements while incorporating diverse
cultural aesthetics, making the icon accessible to a global audience.

Influence Beyond Religious Art

The image of Jesus as a teacher has influenced literature, film, and popular culture, symbolizing
wisdom, compassion, and moral leadership. This broader cultural resonance underscores the icon’s
enduring power as a symbol of guidance and enlightenment.

1. Historical foundation in Byzantine and Western Christian art

2. Distinctive symbolism including hand gestures, books, and inscriptions

3. Deep theological meanings centered on Christ’s role as the Logos and teacher
4. Integral function in worship, veneration, and religious education

5. Ongoing reinterpretation and relevance in contemporary art and culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Icon of Jesus the Teacher in
Christian art?

The Icon of Jesus the Teacher represents Christ as the Divine Instructor, emphasizing His role in
imparting divine wisdom and truth to humanity. It highlights His authority in teaching and guiding
believers in faith.

How is Jesus typically depicted in the Icon of Jesus the
Teacher?

Jesus is usually depicted holding a book or scroll, symbolizing the Scriptures or the Word of God, and
often making a blessing gesture. His expression is compassionate and wise, reflecting His role as a



teacher.

What symbols are commonly found in the Icon of Jesus the
Teacher?

Common symbols include the open or closed Gospel book, the hand gesture of blessing, a halo with a
cross, and sometimes Greek letters that signify 'Jesus Christ' and ‘Teacher' or '‘Logos' (Word).

Why do Orthodox Christians venerate the Icon of Jesus the
Teacher?

Orthodox Christians venerate this icon because it represents Christ’s divine wisdom and His role in
educating the faithful through His teachings, thus inspiring believers to seek spiritual knowledge and
live according to His word.

In which churches is the Icon of Jesus the Teacher most
commonly found?

This icon is most commonly found in Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, and Eastern Catholic
churches where iconography plays a significant role in worship and liturgical tradition.

What is the historical origin of the Icon of Jesus the Teacher?

The Icon of Jesus the Teacher dates back to early Christian art, evolving through Byzantine
iconography where Christ was depicted as the Pantocrator and the Divine Teacher, emphasizing His
authority and wisdom.

How does the Icon of Jesus the Teacher differ from other icons
of Christ?

Unlike icons depicting Christ as the Savior or the Pantocrator, the Icon of Jesus the Teacher
specifically focuses on His role as a teacher, often highlighting the Gospel book and a teaching
gesture, emphasizing His instructional mission.

Can the Icon of Jesus the Teacher be used for personal
devotion?

Yes, many believers use the Icon of Jesus the Teacher for personal prayer and meditation to deepen
their understanding of Christ’s teachings and to seek guidance in their spiritual journey.

What prayers are associated with the Icon of Jesus the
Teacher?

Prayers that focus on wisdom, understanding, and guidance in Christ’s teachings are commonly
associated, such as the Prayer for Wisdom or the Jesus Prayer, often recited before or while
contemplating the icon.



How can one properly care for and display the Icon of Jesus
the Teacher?

Icons should be kept in a clean, respectful place, ideally in a home prayer corner or church setting,
away from direct sunlight and moisture. They can be venerated with candles and incense, and treated
with reverence as sacred art.

Additional Resources

1. The Icon of Christ the Teacher: Theology and Spirituality

This book explores the rich theological significance behind the iconography of Jesus as the Teacher. It
delves into the spiritual symbolism present in traditional depictions, highlighting how the image
serves as a visual sermon and a tool for meditation. Readers gain insight into the biblical foundations
and the historical development of this sacred art form.

2. Jesus the Teacher: Icons and Interpretations in Christian Art

Focusing on the portrayal of Jesus as a teacher in Christian iconography, this volume examines
various artistic representations from the early church to modern times. It discusses stylistic elements,
cultural influences, and the evolving role of the icon in worship and education. The book also includes
high-quality images and detailed analyses of prominent icons.

3. The Wisdom of Christ: Icons of Jesus the Teacher in Eastern Orthodoxy

This book provides an in-depth look at the Eastern Orthodox tradition of depicting Jesus as the
Teacher. It explains the theological meanings behind specific iconographic features and how they
relate to Orthodox teachings on wisdom and knowledge. The text serves as both a devotional guide
and an academic resource.

4. Christ the Teacher: Iconography and Its Impact on Christian Education

Exploring the intersection between sacred art and pedagogy, this work investigates how the icon of

Jesus the Teacher has influenced Christian education throughout history. It covers the use of icons in
classrooms, catechesis, and monastic instruction. The book highlights the enduring power of images
in conveying spiritual truths.

5. Icons of Jesus: The Teacher and the Word Made Flesh

This title focuses on the dual identity of Jesus as both the divine Word and the earthly Teacher, as
expressed in iconography. It analyzes key icons that capture this theological duality, emphasizing
their role in liturgy and personal devotion. The author offers reflections on how these images inspire
faith and learning.

6. The Teacher’s Face: Artistic Expressions of Jesus in Iconography

An art historian’s perspective on the various ways Jesus is depicted as a teacher across cultures and
epochs, this book showcases the diversity and unity found in iconographic traditions. It discusses
symbolism, stylistic nuances, and the spiritual messages conveyed through facial expressions and
gestures in icons.

7. Jesus the Teacher in Byzantine Icons: A Historical Study

This scholarly work traces the origins and development of the Jesus the Teacher icon in Byzantine art.
It situates the icon within the broader context of Byzantine theology, politics, and culture, providing
readers with a comprehensive understanding of its significance. The book includes numerous



illustrations and critical commentary.

8. Icons as Windows to the Divine: The Teacher Christ in Christian Tradition

This book explores the concept of icons as portals to spiritual realities, focusing specifically on the
image of Christ the Teacher. It discusses how believers engage with the icon for prayer, instruction,
and contemplation. The author integrates theological insights with practical guidance for icon
veneration.

9. The Living Word: Iconic Images of Jesus the Teacher in Contemporary Christianity

Examining modern reinterpretations of the Jesus the Teacher icon, this book highlights how
contemporary artists and theologians renew this ancient image for today’s faithful. It addresses
themes of relevance, cultural adaptation, and ecumenical dialogue, demonstrating the icon’s ongoing
vitality in Christian life and worship.
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icon of jesus the teacher: Eastern Orthodox Christianity and American Higher Education Ann
Mitsakos Bezzerides, Elizabeth H. Prodromou, 2017-01-15 Over the last two decades, the American

academy has engaged in a wide-ranging discourse on faith and learning, religion and higher
education, and Christianity and the academy. Eastern Orthodox Christians, however, have rarely
participated in these conversations. The contributors to this volume aim to reverse this trend by
offering original insights from Orthodox Christian perspectives that contribute to the ongoing
discussion about religion, higher education, and faith and learning in the United States. The book is
divided into two parts. Essays in the first part explore the historical experiences and theological
traditions that inform (and sometimes explain) Orthodox approaches to the topic of religion and
higher education—in ways that often set them apart from their Protestant and Roman Catholic
counterparts. Those in the second part problematize and reflect on Orthodox thought and practice
from diverse disciplinary contexts in contemporary higher education. The contributors to this volume
offer provocative insights into philosophical questions about the relevance and application of
Orthodox ideas in the religious and secular academy, as well as cross-disciplinary treatments of
Orthodoxy as an identity marker, pedagogical framework, and teaching and research subject.

icon of jesus the teacher: A Collar Well Worn Rev. Paul F. McDonald, 2017-04-29 A Collar
Well Worn is the work of an ninety year old Catholic priest who spent more than thirty years each in
civilian ministry and another thirty years as an Air Force chaplain. Rev. Paul F. McDonald has
knitted together sixty years of events from the 20th century, by describing stories about those
periods, the geography and history of places where he lived and served, some of the notable people
he had known during fifteen assignments and a few dozen temporary duty assignments in Western
Europe, the Pacific region, and the United States. He served the Catholic Church and his Country,
during and after the dynamic times of the Second Vatican Council, 1962-65, during this time he
listened to his people in a collaborative ministry in bringing about the necessary pastoral and
liturgical changes. Such reforms, and others, continue to shape a revitalized church, and a resilient
people who feel empowered as the 'people of God' to work with all people of good will. Surely, such
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an abundance of experiences provide a panorama of a life's journey in the service of God, Church,
and Country, during which time he was proud to wear A Collar Well Worn.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Eastern Catholic Churches Joan L. Roccasalvo, 1992 These
essays offer ministers of the Church -- priests, religious, and laity -- the most up-to-date liturgical
scholarship so that they may look ahead to the needs of their assemblies.

icon of jesus the teacher: Jesus in History, Thought, and Culture Leslie Houlden,
2003-12-08 This unique multidisciplinary study views Jesus as one of the most central figures in
history with a wide-ranging impact on society, literature, art, and philosophy. Jesus in History,
Thought, and Culture distills 2,000 years of thinking about Jesus into two intriguing volumes. In
more than 200 A-Z entries, internationally recognized scholars summarize views of Jesus from the
Gospel writers to contemporary theologians. Not only does the book explore Christian liturgy and
worship—including the long-lasting 4th- and 5th-century schisms over whether Jesus is human or
divine—but it examines the position of Jesus in the traditions of other world religions, such as
Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism. Even outside religion, little has been untouched by Jesus's influence.
Jesus affected social and political theory in his time and continues to do so today. The encyclopedia
also explores his changing image in art, sculpture, music, and literature, pulling disparate fields of
study into one powerful resource. Scholars, students of theology and world religions, and other
interested readers will all welcome this unique resource.

icon of jesus the teacher: Our Catholic Faith - Teacher's Manual Michael Pennock, 2005-11
This Teacher's Wraparound Edition (TWE) includes the pages of the Student Text in reduced size
with lessons wrapped around the margins of those pages. In the bottom gutter additional resources
for the teacher are included.

icon of jesus the teacher: Love and Mercy Teacher's Guide Sophia Institute for Teachers ,
2015-10-06 This full-color teacher's guide features 12 ready-to-use lesson plans that will bring
vividly to life the limitless of God's mercy throughout Salvation History, while showing young people
how to integrate the corporal and spiritual works of mercy into everything they believe and do as
Catholics. Each self-contained lesson is teacher-written, classroom-tested, and scholar-reviewed, and
provides an easier and more effective way to engage your students with God's mercy. To help you
differentiate instruction, this guide includes lessons at three grade levels. Each lesson is clearly
marked with an intended audience and reading level. Based on the students you have from class to
class and year to year, you can decide which resources to use with which students. Each lesson is
designed in a flexible, modular format, and includes: Connections to the Catechism of the Catholic
ChurchLearning goals and connections to the Catechism of the Catholic ChurchBiblical
touchstonesComprehension and critical thinking questionsWarm-up / bell workMain activity such as
primary source analysis, role-playing, structured debate, and many othersHomework and extension
optionsBulletin Board extension options for elementary lessons The veteran schoolteachers who
wrote the twelve lessons included here know firsthand your needs in the classroom. Even the layflat
binding makes it easy for you to photocopy all the provided handouts and activities. Lessons include:
Unit One: God's Mercy Revealed in Salvation History Lesson 1: Understanding Mercy and
CovenantsLesson 2: God's Mercy Revealed in the Covenant with AdamLesson 3: God's Mercy in the
Covenant with NoahLesson 4: The Plan of Mercy Inaugurated: The Covenant with Abrahamlesson 5:
God's Mercy Tested: The Covenant with MosesLesson 6: God's Mercy Persists: The Covenant with
DavidLesson 7: God's Plan for Mercy Comes to Fulfillment: The New Covenant in Christ Unit Two:
Experiencing and Living Mercy Lesson 8: Exploring the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy with
Sacred ArtLesson 9: Introduction to the Corporal and Spiritual Works of MercyLesson 10: Jesus
Teaches us How to Live the Works of MercyLesson 11: Mercy's Work of Showing God's LoveLesson
12: Saints of MercyAppendix B: Teacher Toolkit: Special Projects for Entering into the Story of
Salvation Includes 20 Saint Cards with short, engaging biographies of: St. Margaret Mary
AlacoqueSt. BernadetteSt. Catherine of SienaSt. Peter ClaverServant of God Dorothy DaySt. Vincent
de PaulBl. Pier Giorgio FrassatiSt. FaustinaSt. Ignatius of LoyolaPope St. John Paul IISt. Maximilian
KolbeSt. Maria GorettiSt. Martin of ToursMary, Mother of MercySt. Peter NalascoSt. Teresa of




AvilaSt. Therese of LisieuxBl. Miguel ProSt. John VianneySt. Francis Xavier

icon of jesus the teacher: Global Perspectives on Catholic Religious Education in Schools
Michael T. Buchanan, Adrian-Mario Gellel, 2019-03-01 This book shares global perspectives on
Catholic religious education in schools, chiefly focusing on educational and curriculum issues that
take into account the theology and the pedagogy which support learning in connection with Catholic
religious education. Further, it offers insights into the distinctive contribution that Catholic religious
education makes to religious education and education in general across diverse schooling contexts.
Bringing together insights from leading scholars and experts on Catholic religious education around
the globe, the book offers an essential reference guide for all those involved in researching, planning
and designing curricula for Catholic religious education, as well as developing related theories in the
field.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Beatitudes Teacher's Guide Sophia Institute for Teachers,
2015-05-25 This full-color book features 13 ready-to-use lesson plans on the Beatitudes. By using
these lessons, you will help your students come to see that Jesus Christ is the only way to personal
freedom, happiness, and holiness. Every self-contained lesson in this guide is teacher-written,
classroom-tested, and scholar-reviewed, and gives you everything you need to help guide your
students understand the true meaning of Jesus' most important teachings. To help you differentiate
instruction, this guide includes lessons at three grade levels. Each lesson is clearly marked with an
intended audience/reading level. Based on the students you have from class to class/year to year,
you can decide which resource(s) to use with which students. Each lesson is designed in a flexible,
modular format, and includes: Essential questionsConnections to the Catechism of the Catholic
ChurchAccessible and engaging background readingBiblical touchstonesComprehension and critical
thinking questionsWarm-up / bell workMain activity such as primary source analysis, role-playing,
structured debate, and many othersHomework and extension optionsBulletin Board extension
options for elementary lessons The veteran schoolteachers who wrote the twelve lessons included
here know firsthand your needs in the classroom. Even the layflat binding makes it easy for you to
photocopy all the provided handouts and activities. Lessons Unit One: Foundations of Christian
Moral Theology Our Eternal End is in HeavenRules and FreedomConscience: God's Voice in Our
HeartsVocation: The Universal Call to HolinessWhat Is God Calling Me to Do?The Role of
FeelingsThe Reality of Sin and the Necessity of Virtue Obedience Unit Two: Living the Life of Christ
Jesus Teaches Us How to LiveThe Beatitudes and Moral ChoicesWho Are the Blessed?The Beatitudes
and the SaintsRejoice and Be Glad: The Poem of the Beatitudes This resource facilitates experiential
learning with sacred art including works by: MichelangeloHartman SchedeCaravaggioEl GrecoJames
TissotFra AngelicoLeonardo Da VinciAnd many others Your students will read and analyze primary
sources from writers including: St. Thomas AquinasGaudium et SpesSt. Gregory the Greatjohn
Henry Cardinal NewmanPope FrancisSt. AugustineSt. Paul of the CrossMark TwainAnd many others
In addition to Biblical touchstones in every lesson, your students will study in-depth and apply their
knowledge of scripture passages including: John 8:31-32Genesis 2:7Matthew 22:37-39Galatians
5:1Exodus 10:15Exodus 20:12Leviticus 19:12Luke 1:39-45]eremiah 31:33Proverbs 3:5-62 Timothy
1:13-14Psalm 119:104-1061 Thessalonians 2:13Matthew 26:36-46Luke 22:39-46Romans
13:14Jeremiah 17:9-10Matthew 7:25-27Mark 7:21-23John 19:25-27Genesis 31 Samuel 17Luke
1:26-30Genesis 3:1-13; 15-19Genesis 12:1-9; 17:1-82 Samuel 11:1 to 12:18aMatthew 17:1-9Matthew
25:31-462 Thessalonians 3:13Luke 18:35-43Matthew 14:15-21Luke 10:39-37Matthew 8:1-3Mark
5:2-15]John 8:1-11Matthew 5:3-10; 43-48Matthew 7:2-5Matthew 15: 17-18; 21-22 Includes Saint
Biography Cards at two reading levels. St. Joan of ArcSt. Francis of AssisiSt. AugustineSt. Teresa of
AvilaBl. Chiara Luce BadanoSt. Andre BessetteSt. Rose Philippine DuchesneSt. Josemaria EscrivaSt.
Maximilian KolbeSt. Therese of LisieuxSt. Gianna Beretta MollaSt. MonicaSt. Thomas MoreSt.
PaulSt. Pope John Paul IISt. PeterBl. Miguel Pro JuarezSt. Dominic SavioSt. StephenBl. Teresa of
Calcutta

icon of jesus the teacher: The Glenstal Book of Icons Gregory Collins, 2002 From the same
Irish monastery that gave us the best-selling The Glenstal Book of Prayer, with over 150, -000 copies



sold worldwide! The Glenstal Book of Icons presents meditations and prayers on a selection of icons
from the Glenstal Abbey Icon Chapel. The process is that of lectio divina, where the icon itself is the
text to be read and considered, leading to a meditation on the text - or icon - which in turn leads to
prayer. Each icon is reproduced in full color. A substantial introduction places the icon in its context
in Eastern Christianity, looks at the theology of icons and then at the Eastern approach to praying
with icons. Special emphasis is given to The Jesus Prayer which is then used in various forms
throughout the meditations which follow. Gregory Collins, OSB, is a monk of Glenstal Abbey, Ireland.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Fourth Way Up Anatoly Arlashin, 2025-05-31 Get ready for
unique insights into the Fourth Way—ideas never before published. This book offers a deep dive into
objective cosmic laws and esoteric practices. It meticulously outlines the law of three and the law of
octaves. Here, you will find a revolutionary understanding of the enneagram—the version Gurdjieff
initially presented, which starkly contrasts with commonly accepted interpretations. Beyond
theoretical exposition, the book offers abundant examples. It emphasizes the practice of
self-remembering as a realization of oneself as a spirit and provides many practical exercises to
develop the motor, intellectual, and emotional centers. Additionally, the work offers an overview of
meditation techniques and esoteric practices for the development of altered states of
consciousness—methods taught exclusively by Gurdjieff in Russia, not in the West. The book
explains how negative emotions, such as fear, significantly hinder the development of consciousness
and can lead to dangerous consequences, particularly when an individual attempts to activate
kundalini. This textbook on the Fourth Way offers updated explanations applicable to modern reality
and helpful to anyone on a spiritual path, not just Fourth Way followers.

icon of jesus the teacher: Ministry Matters Michael Plekon, 2024-06-20 Congregations are
shrinking and in decline. Fewer people are part of communities of faith. Michael Plekon's previous
book, Community as Church, Church as Community, traced the factors behind this as well as the
resurrection of parishes that have reimagined themselves in diverse ways. Pastors have played
essential roles in such transformation. But where are the ordained today? Ministry Matters is a
sustained meditation on the vocation, lives, and work of pastors today. We listen to an ecumenical
group of exceptional pastor-theologians on how pastors live and serve. These include George Keith,
Nicholas Afanasiev, Barbara Brown Taylor, C. Andrew Doyle, Andrew Root, Sarah Coakley, Samuel
Wells, Rowan Williams, Henri Nouwen, Pope Francis, David Barnhart, and Will Willimon, with
commentary from Michael Plekon, who has served as priest in both western and eastern churches
for over forty years. Many years of pastoral experience are shared here, providing a feast of
reflection on the shepherds of God's flock.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Meaning of Icons Léonide Ouspensky, Vladimir Lossky, 1982
The nature of the icon cannot be grasped by means of pure art criticism, nor by the adoption of a
sentimental point of view. Its forms are based on the wisdom contained in the theological and
liturgical writings of the Eastern Orthodox Church and are imtimately bound up with the experience
of the contemplative life. The present work is the first of its kind to give a reliable introduction to the
spiritual background of this art. The introduction into the meaning and language of the icons by
Ouspensky imparts to us in an admirable way the spiritual conceptions of the Eastern Orthodox
Church which are often so foreign to us, but without the knowledge of which we cannot possibly
understand the world of the icon. -- Back cover.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Open Door: Entering the Sanctuary of Icons and Prayer
Frederica Mathewes-Green, 2008-05-01 Discover how icons can become part of your own life of
prayer. Encounter twelve of the world’s most significant Orthodox icons with one of today’s
best-loved spiritual writers as your guide. “The Open Door provides an open window into a radically
different approach to spiritual formation, one that is more ancient/Eastern than modern/Western,
one that feels refreshingly new as well as seasoned, rich, and time-tested.” —Brian McLaren, author
of Everything Must Change and A Generous Orthodoxy

icon of jesus the teacher: The Bible Teacher’s Companion Peter Worrall, 2022-10-17 This
book is for people who want to teach the Bible in a K-12 setting. Some people are Bible students but



they do not know the intricacies of teaching. This book is for you. Some people are trained teachers,
but they do not know how to handle the Bible well. This book is for you. Some people have seen the
kind of curriculum that is produced by large corporations, but they know their students need a more
personal approach. This book is for you. Use this book to help you plan a unit for students that you
teach. When you are done, see how it goes! Correct the unit. Write others. You can become a great
Bible teacher!

icon of jesus the teacher: Mary According to Women Carol Frances Jegen, 1985 Mary
According to Women presents a contemporary study of the woman of Nazareth who changes the
course of human history. The seven chapters develop familiar titles of Mary in the context of the
Vatican II Church, particularly its emphasis of justice and peace. Following the lead of the second
Vatican Council in its historic document, Lumen Gentium, the book develops implications of the
Council's treatment of Mary in the mystery of Christ and the Church, of one who is truly involved in
the lives and struggles of Christians today. Significantly, the book is written by women whose
experience and insight give new perspective to a revitalized appreciation and love of Mary.

icon of jesus the teacher: Saints and Their Symbols Fernando Lanzi, Gioia Lanzi, 2004 Images
that tell the story of salvation illustrate saints in various scenes. They are often depicted by an
emblem or icon. It used to be that we knew enough about the saints to recognize them in images or
artworks without much trouble, but it is becoming a struggle. understanding the saints. This text
explains such things as why so many of the saints appear in images with Jesus and the Virgin Mary,
yet remain unnamed, which symbols are associated with each saint, and what their roles were in
Christian salvation. work of popular religious culture and anthropology.

icon of jesus the teacher: Eyes to See Mary E. Green, 2014-10 Eyes to See: The Redemptive
Purpose of Icons offers the discovery of life-giving spiritual insights found through learning to read
the language of religious icons. Written especially for those whose traditions have not included
icons, this book introduces eight icons written (painted) by the author. Historical notes, explanation
of symbolism, related scriptures for interpretation, and a reflection for each icon deepens
understanding and appreciation for the ancient holy images of the Church. The book is eight
chapters in length, each describing one of the eight full-color icon plates in the insert.

icon of jesus the teacher: Part of the One Church? Roger Greenacre, 2014-06-04 Offers a
classical understanding of the Church of England’s identity and its place as part of the wider
Church. It explores the theological principles behind Anglo-Catholic views of the ordination of
women, articulating with creative courtesy the theological and ecclesiological reasoning why so
many cannot accept it.

icon of jesus the teacher: The Image of Christ in Russian Literature John Givens,
2018-05-29 Vladimir Nabokov complained about the number of Dostoevsky's characters sinning their
way to Jesus. In truth, Christ is an elusive figure not only in Dostoevsky's novels, but in Russian
literature as a whole. The rise of the historical critical method of biblical criticism in the nineteenth
century and the growth of secularism it stimulated made an earnest affirmation of Jesus in literature
highly problematic. If they affirmed Jesus too directly, writers paradoxically risked diminishing him,
either by deploying faith explanations that no longer persuade in an age of skepticism or by reducing
Christ to a mere argument in an ideological dispute. The writers at the heart of this study
understood that to reimage Christ for their age, they had to make him known through indirect, even
negative ways, lest what they say about him be mistaken for cliché, doctrine, or naive apologetics.
The Christology of Dostoevsky, Leo Tolstoy, Mikhail Bulgakov, and Boris Pasternak is thus apophatic
because they deploy negative formulations (saying what God is not) in their writings about Jesus.
Professions of atheism in Dostoevsky and Tolstoy's non-divine Jesus are but separate negative paths
toward truer discernment of Christ. This first study in English of the image of Christ in Russian
literature highlights the importance of apophaticism as a theological practice and a literary method
in understanding the Russian Christ. It also emphasizes the importance of skepticism in Russian
literary attitudes toward Jesus on the part of writers whose private crucibles of doubt produced
some of the most provocative and enduring images of Christ in world literature. This important study



will appeal to scholars and students of Orthodox Christianity and Russian literature, as well as
educated general readers interested in religion and nineteenth-century Russian novels.

icon of jesus the teacher: Icon in Canada Robert B. Klymasz, 1996-01-01 Separated from its
origins in the Old World, east Christian iconography in Canada has come to enjoy a popular
following from coast to coast. With its fourteen chapters the present volume documents this living
tradition from a variety of perspectives to offer the first national survey of its kind. Here, for the first
time, folklorists join with art historians, anthropologists, a scientist, a theologian, enthusiasts, and
iconographers to underscore the richness of a phenomenon that continues to captivate large
segments of the country’s population. Published in English.
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