ice cream bike business

ice cream bike business is an innovative and increasingly popular venture that combines mobility, low
overhead costs, and the timeless appeal of ice cream. This business model offers entrepreneurs a unique
opportunity to serve frozen treats at parks, festivals, beaches, and other high-traffic outdoor locations. The
ice cream bike business is particularly attractive for those seeking flexibility, seasonal income, and a low
barrier to entry compared to traditional brick-and-mortar ice cream shops. This article explores various
aspects of starting and running a successful ice cream bike business, including market potential, equipment
choices, legal requirements, marketing strategies, and operational tips. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of what it takes to launch and sustain this refreshing business idea. Below is a detailed table

of contents to guide through the essential topics.
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Understanding the Ice Cream Bike Business Model

The ice cream bike business model revolves around offering frozen desserts via a mobile platform, typically
a specially designed tricycle or bicycle equipped with an insulated container or freezer. This setup allows
vendors to reach customers in various outdoor locations, providing convenience and a unique customer
experience. The mobility factor enables operators to adapt to demand patterns and attend events or crowded

public spaces without being tied to a fixed location.

Advantages of an Ice Cream Bike Business

There are several benefits to operating an ice cream bike business, making it an attractive entrepreneurial

option:



e Low startup costs: Compared to traditional ice cream shops, ice cream bikes require less capital

investment.

e Mobility and flexibility: The ability to move to different locations based on customer traffic and

events increases sales potential.
e Minimal overhead: There are no expenses related to rent, utilities, or extensive staffing.
¢ Seasonal opportunities: Summer months and special events provide peak sales periods.

¢ Unique branding possibilities: Customizable bikes allow for creative marketing and visual appeal.

Target Market and Customer Demographics

The primary customers of an ice cream bike business include families, children, tourists, and event
attendees. Locations such as parks, beaches, school zones, and outdoor festivals attract a high volume of
potential buyers. Understanding local demographics and foot traffic patterns is essential for selecting optimal

vending spots and maximizing daily sales.

Essential Equipment for an Ice Cream Bike Business

Successful operation requires specific equipment tailored to the needs of mobility, storage, and product
preservation. Choosing the right gear is crucial for maintaining product quality and ensuring operational

efficiency.

Types of Ice Cream Bikes

Ice cream bikes come in various configurations, including:

e Traditional tricycles: Equipped with a built-in insulated box or freezer compartment.

e Electric-assisted bikes: Provide motorized support for easier navigation, especially useful in hilly

areas or for longer routes.

o Custom-designed carts: Attached to bicycles or scooters, offering flexibility in design and storage



options.

Freezing and Storage Equipment

Maintaining the correct temperature for ice cream is critical. Options include:

e Electric freezers: Powered by batteries or portable generators to keep products frozen during

operation.
e Insulated coolers: Suitable for pre-packed ice cream and popsicles, requiring less power.

¢ Dry ice storage: A method used in some mobile vendors to maintain low temperatures without

electricity.

Additional Supplies and Accessories

Other essential items include:

¢ Serving utensils and cones

Cash box or mobile payment systems

Protective gear, such as gloves and aprons

Signage and branding materials

Cleaning and sanitation supplies

Legal and Regulatory Considerations

Launching an ice cream bike business requires compliance with local, state, and federal regulations.

Understanding these legal requirements helps avoid penalties and ensures smooth operations.



Licensing and Permits

Operators must typically obtain several permits before starting:

Business license: Registers the business with local authorities.

Food vendor permit: Authorizes the sale of food products in public spaces.

Health department approval: Ensures compliance with sanitation and food safety standards.

Mobile vending permit: Allows operating in designated public areas.

Health and Safety Regulations

Adherence to food safety protocols is mandatory. This includes:

Proper food storage and temperature control

Regular sanitation of equipment and utensils

Personal hygiene standards for vendors

Safe handling and disposal of waste

Insurance Requirements

Insurance coverage is recommended to protect against liabilities such as property damage, injuries, or
product-related claims. Common types include general liability and commercial vehicle insurance if the

bike is motorized.

Marketing Strategies for Ice Cream Bike Entrepreneurs

Effective marketing plays a pivotal role in attracting customers and building a loyal client base for an ice



cream bike business. Combining traditional and digital strategies enhances visibility and engagement.

Branding and Visual Appeal

Strong branding differentiates the business in competitive markets. Elements to consider include:

¢ Eye-catching bike design and color schemes
¢ Logo and signage that reflect the product and target audience

o Consistent messaging across all marketing materials

Location-Based Marketing

Choosing strategic locations maximizes exposure. Successful tactics include:

¢ Setting up near parks, playgrounds, and tourist spots
¢ Participating in local festivals, fairs, and community events

¢ Collaborating with schools or sports venues for special promotions

Social Media and Online Presence

Utilizing social media platforms helps engage customers and announce locations or promotions. Key

approaches include:

¢ Posting regular updates with photos and videos
¢ Encouraging customer reviews and testimonials

¢ Running contests or giveaways to increase follower engagement



Operational Tips for Running a Successful Ice Cream Bike

Business

Efficient management and operational practices are vital for profitability and sustainability in the ice cream

bike business. These tips provide guidance for daily activities and long-term success.

Inventory Management

Balancing stock levels to meet demand without excess waste is crucial. Recommendations include:

e Analyzing sales patterns to forecast inventory needs
¢ Keeping a variety of popular flavors and options

e Regularly checking product expiration dates and storage conditions

Customer Service Excellence

Providing friendly, prompt, and hygienic service encourages repeat business. Key practices involve:

e Engaging with customers politely and enthusiastically
e Maintaining cleanliness and presentation standards

¢ Responding swiftly to customer feedback or concerns

Seasonal and Weather Considerations

Weather significantly impacts ice cream sales. Operators should:

¢ Plan for peak seasons, typically late spring to early fall



¢ Have contingency plans for rainy or cold days

¢ Explore off-season opportunities such as catering private events

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an ice cream bike business?

An ice cream bike business involves selling ice cream from a mobile bike cart, allowing operators to reach

customers in various locations such as parks, events, and busy streets.

How much does it cost to start an ice cream bike business?

Starting an ice cream bike business typically costs between $2,000 and $10,000, depending on the type of

bike, equipment, permits, and initial inventory.

What are the benefits of running an ice cream bike business?

Benefits include low startup costs, mobility to reach different customer locations, flexibility in working

hours, and the ability to capitalize on seasonal demand.

Do I need a license or permit to operate an ice cream bike business?

Yes, most cities require vendors to have permits or licenses to sell food in public spaces. This can include

health permits, vending permits, and business licenses.

‘What types of ice cream are best to sell from a bike?

Popular options include pre-packaged ice cream bars, soft-serve ice cream with a portable machine, gelato,

popsicles, and frozen yogurt, depending on your equipment and target market.

How can I attract customers to my ice cream bike?

Attract customers by choosing high-traffic locations, using colorful branding and signage, offering unique or

gourmet flavors, running promotions, and engaging with customers on social media.

What are the challenges of running an ice cream bike business?

Challenges include dealing with weather conditions, maintaining proper food safety standards, managing

inventory and melt rates, finding profitable locations, and obtaining necessary permits.



How can technology help an ice cream bike business?

Technology can assist with mobile payment options, social media marketing, GPS tracking to inform

customers of your location, and inventory management to reduce waste.

Is an ice cream bike business profitable year-round?

Profitability can be seasonal, with higher sales in warmer months. However, some operators diversify

offerings or target indoor events to maintain income during colder seasons.

What are some creative marketing ideas for an ice cream bike business?

Creative marketing ideas include partnering with local events, offering loyalty programs, collaborating

with other local businesses, hosting themed days, and leveraging social media challenges or giveaways.

Additional Resources

1. Rolling Scoops: How to Start and Grow Your Ice Cream Bike Business

This book offers a comprehensive guide for entrepreneurs interested in launching an ice cream bike
business. It covers essential topics such as choosing the right bike, sourcing quality ingredients, and
effective marketing strategies. Readers will also find tips on navigating permits and health regulations. A

perfect starter manual for turning a sweet dream into a profitable venture.

2. The Mobile Treat: Mastering the Art of Ice Cream Bike Sales
Focusing on sales techniques and customer engagement, this book helps ice cream bike operators maximize
their daily earnings. It explores location scouting, upselling tactics, and building a loyal customer base.

Additionally, it includes real-life success stories to inspire and motivate readers.

3. Pedal & Scoop: The Entrepreneur's Guide to Ice Cream Biking

Ideal for those who want to blend passion with business, this guide walks readers through the operational
aspects of running an ice cream bike. From bike maintenance and logistics to managing inventory and
seasonal challenges, it delivers practical advice. The book also emphasizes sustainability and eco-friendly

practices.

4. Scoops on Wheels: Creative Marketing Strategies for Ice Cream Bike Vendors
A focused resource on branding and marketing, this book helps ice cream bike owners stand out in
competitive markets. It covers social media campaigns, community events participation, and partnerships

with local businesses. Readers will learn how to create memorable experiences that drive repeat business.

5. The Sweet Ride: Designing and Customizing Your Ice Cream Bike
This title dives into the aesthetics and functionality of ice cream bikes, guiding entrepreneurs on how to

build or select the perfect vehicle. It discusses design elements that attract customers and enhance



operational efficiency. Illustrations and case studies provide inspiration for customization.

6. Cold Profits: Financial Planning for Ice Cream Bike Startups
Targeting the financial side, this book helps aspiring owners with budgeting, pricing strategies, and profit
maximization. It also covers funding options and cost-saving measures specific to the mobile ice cream

business. A valuable tool for maintaining financial health and growth.

7. The Ice Cream Bike Cookbook: Recipes and Tips for Delicious Mobile Treats
Beyond business, this book offers a collection of popular and innovative ice cream recipes tailored for mobile
vending. It includes tips on ingredient sourcing and storage to maintain quality on the go. Ideal for

operators who want to delight customers with unique flavors.

8. Seasonal Scoops: Navigating Weather and Trends in the Ice Cream Bike Industry
This guide addresses the challenges of seasonality and changing consumer preferences. It provides strategies
for adapting menus, marketing efforts, and routes to maintain steady sales year-round. The book also

highlights emerging trends to keep businesses fresh and competitive.

9. Community Scoops: Building Relationships and Giving Back with Your Ice Cream Bike

Emphasizing social impact, this book encourages owners to engage with their communities through events,
charity partnerships, and educational programs. It illustrates how community involvement can boost brand
reputation and customer loyalty. Readers will find practical advice for making their business a local

favorite.
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ice cream bike business: The Unfortunate Miss Fortunes Jennifer Crusie, Eileen Dreyer, Anne
Stuart, 2024-09-04 Three magical sisters meet their true loves—in a wicked scheme to take their
powers—in this sexy romantic fantasy from a trio of beloved authors. When she was sixteen, Dee
Fortune kidnapped her two younger sisters and ran from danger. Now twenty-nine, she's still trying
to control her shape-shifting power, which is no easy task when Danny James shows up one Friday
morning with his deadly smile and dangerous questions about the past. Dee's sister Lizzie is
determined to save her family from financial ruin by turning straw into gold; now if she could only
stop turning forks into bunnies. Then Elric, a sorcerer, appears one Friday annoyed with the chaos
Lizzie is creating in the universe and in his heart . . . While Mare, the youngest Miss Fortune, towers
above her sisters, her telekinetic power is dwarfed by their gifts. She spends her days at Value Video
and her nights contemplating the futility of her existence. But then a gorgeous Value Video VP and
Mare's long lost love turn up...and they all turn up the heat on a weekend that no Fortune will soon
forget!
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ice cream bike business: The Brink's Truck Burst Open on Wall Street! A Holistic Approach to
Finding the Easy Money in Common Stocks Jay Walker, 2005-11 This book is about how to
outperform the stock market, at reduced risk. It is written in a straightforward style so the average
person will be able to use the same tools and techniques used by sophisticated Wall Street investors.

ice cream bike business: The Unauthorized Guide To Doing Business the Duncan Bannatyne
Way Liz Barclay, 2010-06-15 Straight-talking Dragons' Den star, Duncan Bannatyne, started it all
with a single ice cream van and now manages a portfolio of leisure businesses and a high profile
media career. So how did one of the UK's most successful serial entrepreneurs go from
trouble-making schoolboy to OBE; from unemployment benefit claimant to multi-millionaire? The
Unauthorized Guide to Doing Business the Duncan Bannatune Way draws out the universal lessons
from Duncan Bannatyne's remarkable success and identifies 10 strategies for running a business
that can be applied to any business or career: Anyone can do it Know yourself and fill in the gaps
The right ideas are everywhere you look Don't skimp on the research Plan your enterprise Never
mind the atrium! Have the right people by your side Make money, expand rapidly, then make more
money Put your name over the door Give it all away before you die Want to be the best? The secrets
of phenomenal success are in your hands. Check out the other Unauthorized Guides in this series:
Richard Branson; Alan Sugar; Jamie Oliver; Bill Gates; and Philip Green.

ice cream bike business: Winning With Strategic Marketing David Altounian, Mike Cronin,
2023-12-28 This book provides a comprehensive guide to marketing for leaders of small and
midsized businesses, empowering them to expand and evolve their enterprises. It offers a framework
to create a fundamental marketing plan that helps business leaders understand and thrive in a
competitive environment. The framework offers a step-by-step process to build a plan that will
enable readers to acquire new customers, maintain existing clientele, anticipate competitors' moves,
showcase product uniqueness, grasp pricing strategies, refine branding messages, and select
appropriate metrics to evaluate progress. By adhering to our straightforward approach, readers will
learn how to develop a marketing strategy that will help generate sales, profit, and customer
satisfaction.

ice cream bike business: The New Entrepreneurs Allan Gould, 1986

ice cream bike business: Building Rural Community Resilience Through Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Charlie French, 2022-02-27 Drawing from empirical analyses, case studies, and
a synthesis of best practices, this book explores how innovation manifests itself in rural places and
how it contributes to entrepreneurial development and resilience. Innovation in rural places may
come about as a result of new forms of collaboration; policies that leverage rural assets and address
critical service or product gaps; novel strategies for accessing financial capital; infusion of arts into
aspects of community life; and cultivation of networks that bridge entrepreneurs, organizations, and
institutions. The chapters illustrate how a number of innovation-related characteristics relate to
economic vibrancy in rural places such as a strong connection to the arts, adaptive and sustainable
use of natural resources, value-chain integrated food systems, robust bridging social capital
networks, creative leveraging of technology, and presence of innovation-focused entrepreneurs.
Through exploration of these and other topics, this book will provide insights and best practices for
rural community and economic development scholars and practitioners seeking to strengthen the
rural innovation ecosystem.

ice cream bike business: Personal Electric Vehicles - IEVs Dale Stubbart, I call Personal
Electric Vehicles IEVs. That’s because people want their Electric Vehicle to be more personal. They
want it to resonate with who they are (I). Can you blame them? Some call these vehicles
micromobility. An IEV is like your alter ego. For some people, this would be a Tesla or a Nissan Leaf.
But, IEVs are more personal. That means they’re typically smaller. Often they’re smaller or not much
bigger than the driver / rider. Ask yourself these questions. If [ put wheels on my feet and added
some batteries for electricity, what would I transform into? How fast would I be able to go? And, how
much fun could I have getting there? That’s the IEV for you. What is a Personal Electric Vehicle
(IEV)? How am I defining them? #1 It’s Fully Electric: I won’t be including any Hybrid Vehicles



which use fossil fuels. #2 It’s Personal: This vehicle not only gets you around, it is the definition of
who you are. #3 It’s Usually for One Person: One part of whether a vehicle is personal or not, is its
capacity. While personal seems to imply one person, I'm going to include vehicles which hold two.
You might normally be the only person in or on your vehicle. However, every so often, you might
want to or need to, take someone else along. Perhaps you never go anywhere without your BFF. So,
what kind of vehicles are we talking about here? Electric Skateboards, e-bikes, Micro cars and many
more. I cover I[EVs that travel on the ground - on the street and off-road. I cover those that go in and
under the water and those which fly. I look at vehicles which are used on the farm and in the
warehouse. The best part, is that I help you create an evaluation check-list for when you buy your
IEV - the personal electric vehicle that is you.

ice cream bike business: GCSE Business Studies Diane Wallace, Stephanie Wallace, 2001 This
student book supports the ICAA/CCEA GCSE business studies specification. There are questions
throughout to test students' understanding and to reinforce their learning. The text uses case
studies to bring the world of business to life.

ice cream bike business: Valuing Digital Business Designs and Platforms Thorsten Feix,
2021-09-15 This book develops an interwoven framework for the strategic and financial valuation of
digital business designs and platform companies which became game changers for a multitude of
ecosystems in the 21st century. But, also incumbents of traditional industries are challenged by
those digital natives and have therefore either to revitalize their business design or facing the risk to
be marginalized. The business design twin of innovation is resilience to create lasting competitive
advantage and capture value for the post-pandemic world of the 20s. The ultimate idea of the book
rests on the hypothesis that only the combination of business design analytics - 10C Business Design
and the 8 strategic levers of platform strength - with intense financial modeling - Reverse DCF -
enables a true understanding of the competitive advantage and value of such business designs.
Based on a tailored strategic-financial conceptual framework a set of high-profile, new case studies
will highlight the working principles and application of the concept.

ice cream bike business: Annual Report - U. S. Small Business Administration United States.
Small Business Administration, 1987

ice cream bike business: Urban Mobility Shauna Brail, Betsy Donald, 2024-08-30 Urban
Mobility sheds light on mobility in twenty-first-century Canadian cities. The book explores the
profound changes associated with technological innovation, pandemic-induced impacts on travel
behaviour, and the urgent need for mobility to respond meaningfully to the climate crisis. Featuring
contributions from leading Canadian and American scholars and researchers, this edited collection
traverses disciplines including geography, engineering, management, policy studies, political
science, and urban planning. Chapters illuminate novel research findings related to a variety of
modes of mobility, including public transit, e-scooters, bike-sharing, ride-hailing, and autonomous
vehicles. Contributors draw out the connections between urban challenges, technological change,
societal need, and governance mechanisms. The collection demonstrates why the smart phone,
COVID-19, and climate present a crucial lens through which we can understand the present and
future of urban mobility. The way we move in cities has been disrupted and altered because of
technological innovation, the lingering impacts of COVID-19, and efforts to reduce transport-related
emissions. Urban Mobility concludes that the path forward requires good public policy from all
levels of government, working in partnership with the private sector and non-profits to direct and
address the best urban mobility framework for Canadian cities.

ice cream bike business: Hello, Bicycle Anna Brones, 2016-06-07 An inspirational and
encouraging illustrated guide to the world of bicycles and cycling, with practical information on bike
buying, riding, repairs, and maintenance as well as countless suggestions on how to better enjoy
your wheels, from packing a bike picnic to crafting art projects using spare parts. Believe or not,
anyone can be great at cycling. Let Hello, Bicycle empower you. Riding a bike is one of life’s simple
joys—it’s fun, freeing, and good for the planet and our health. Hello, Bicycle is a practical guide to
the bike life with real-world advice, covering everything you need to know to up your bicycling game



and ride with confidence and style. Filled with everything you need to know about: ¢« Buying new,
used, and custom bikes ¢ Making the switch to bike commuting ¢ Riding, locking, and storing your
bike ¢ Maintaining your bike at home (and what your mechanic should handle) ¢ Picnicking,
traveling, camping, and touring by bicycle ¢ Creating DIY bike projects * And much more! Adorable
illustrations and friendly tips will make even the most daunting cycling endeavors seem doable! This
inspiring, giftable, informative, and fun handbook offers something for cyclists of all types, whether
you're new to biking, looking to get back into it, or a seasoned rider who wants to take it to the next
level.

ice cream bike business: Your Unseen Enemy Revealed Dr. Maria Krinock, 2016-03-16 Over
16 years agao, I woke up one morning in Anchorage, Alaska with an overwhelming presence in the
room. Although I couldn't see anyone, I could swear there was another person in the room besides
myself. This presence was forcing me to pick up a gun and point it at my head. In this book you will
find the life story of how Dr. Maria Krinock overcame suicide, addiction, depression and sexual
abuse. In this book Dr. Maria exposes the real enemy and teaches how to overcome this enemy by
nothing less than the Word of God. If you need deliverance and healing in any area of your life, then
this book is for you! Do not wait another day for your freedom! More info on book at:
www.YourUnseenEnemyRevealed.com

ice cream bike business: For Power or Love, Book 2 R D Power, 2013-01-29 Taking up
where volume 1 left off, volume 2 of For Power or Love follows the comical and tragical exploits of
Kerry and Josh as they run from the law that wants to imprison them and from the rich and corrupt
Davenport brothers who want to kill them. Can Kerry and Josh get the truth out--a truth that would
ruin the Davenports--or will the Davenports silence them forever?

ice cream bike business: McLean V. Department of Revenue of the State of Illinois , 1998

ice cream bike business: Managing Business with Electronic Commerce: Issues and Trends
Gangopadhyay, Aryya, 2001-07-01 This book addresses the importace of e-commerce from
developing Web-based systems and pricing to payment systems and budgeting.

ice cream bike business: Ultimate Small Business Marketing Guide James Stephenson,
2007-01-01 The second edition of this comprehensive guide introduces new marketing, advertising,
sales and public relations techniques to the 1,500 proven ideas from the first edition. It adds dozens
of new high-tech strategies required to stay one step ahead in today’s highly competitive global
marketplace. Off- and online resources have been updated and new ones—including blogs and new
websites—have been added.

ice cream bike business: The Company of Girlfriend Prince Agnani, 2020-10-23 IT’S NOT
ABOUT THE DESTINATION, BUT ABOUT THE JOURNEY... And your Journey becomes Memorable
not just because of Beautiful Roads, but because of The Company you choose to Travel with...” Hi, I
am Armaan (19 years) from Nagpur & I belong to a rich & royal family. In a chapter of Life, I met a
companion Mahi (22 years). She is very attractive & beautiful. Soon, I started liking her. Mahi also
started liking me. Within a short span of time, life brought us very much closer to each other. And
soon that liking started walking on the path of love. BUT something happened that suddenly
separated us miles away; within a few moments. What is that something? Then did we meet after
that? Welcome to The World OF Love, where pain is complimentary with pleasure and happiness.
Mabhi tries very hard to drift away from Armaan. But will Armaan let his first love go away so easily?
What will he do to save his first love? Will life separate them, or will their families do? Or will their
studies separate them? Or will they be together forever? This story is all about his love, his feelings
for his girl, his emotions towards her, and his heart touching efforts he puts in to bring his Girlfriend
Back. The company of Girlfriend! is a deeply sensitive story which redefines the teenage College
Love...

ice cream bike business: Edexcel Business A Level Year 1 Tan Marcouse, Andrew Hammond,
Nigel Watson, 2015-07-24 Exam Board: Edexcel Level: AS/A-level Subject: Business First Teaching:
September 2015 First Exam: June 2016 Topics are broken down to short, clear chapters, that are all
structured in the same way, so students can build their understanding with ease - Covers each




syllabus area in the detail you need, with exercises that have enough depth and variety to give full
class and homework coverage - Brings the business world into the classroom with real examples
used extensively throughout the text, in extra cases and in end-of-chapter exercises - Features to
help reinforce student understanding - in every chapter there's Real Business, an Evaluation and
Logic Chain, but also the brand new '5 Whys and a How' which will help students tackle exam
questions

ice cream bike business: Applied Marketing Rochelle Grayson, Daniel Padgett, Andrew
Loos, 2021-06-21 Tomorrow’s professionals need a practical, customer-centric understanding of
marketing’s role in business and critical thinking skills to help their organizations succeed. Applied
Marketing, 1st Canadian Edition helps students learn practical, modern marketing concepts
appropriate for the principles of marketing course by applying them to the latest business scenarios
of relatable brands like This Bar Saves Lives and GoPro. This comprehensive yet concise text is
co-authored by Professors Rochelle Grayson and Daniel Padgett and practitioner Andrew Loos, and
blends current academic theory with an agency-owner perspective to help students get an insider's
look at how top businesses operate. With many Canadian specific examples created specifically for
this course, students can relate concepts learned in the classroom to marketing topics and events
taking place in their backyard.
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How an ice cream obsessive re-created the Choco Taco (12h) Tyler Malek is widely considered
an ice cream savant. But in the spring of 2024, he thought he might have met his match
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Ice cream trucks in Central Park bike lanes get chilly reception from councilmember
(Gothamist2mon) Ice cream trucks illegally parked in or along busy bike lanes on Central Park West
and Central Park South are endangering customers and cyclists alike, a local councilmember says.
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