identity of a teacher

identity of a teacher is a multifaceted concept that encompasses the roles, responsibilities, values, and
personal attributes that define educators in their professional practice. Understanding this identity is crucial
for shaping effective teaching methods, fostering positive student relationships, and contributing to
educational development. The identity of a teacher is not static; it evolves through experiences, reflection,
and continuous learning. It involves a balance between subject matter expertise, pedagogical skills, and the
capacity to inspire and guide learners. This article explores the foundational elements that constitute the
identity of a teacher, including professional roles, ethical considerations, and the impact teachers have on
society. Additionally, it addresses how teachers’ identities influence classroom dynamics and educational
outcomes. The following sections provide a comprehensive examination of these dimensions to offer a

clearer understanding of what truly defines the identity of a teacher.

The Professional Roles of a Teacher

Core Values and Ethics in Teaching

Personal Attributes Shaping Teacher Identity

The Impact of Teacher Identity on Student Learning

Challenges and Evolution of Teacher Identity

The Professional Roles of a Teacher

The identity of a teacher is significantly shaped by the various professional roles they assume within
educational settings. Teachers are not only instructors but also facilitators, mentors, assessors, and advocates
for student success. Each role demands a unique set of skills and approaches that contribute to a teacher’s

professional identity.

Instructor and Curriculum Facilitator

As instructors, teachers are responsible for delivering curriculum content effectively to students. This role
requires mastery of subject knowledge and the ability to convey information in ways that engage diverse
learners. Facilitating curriculum involves adapting teaching strategies and materials to meet educational

standards while addressing individual student needs.



Mentor and Guide

Beyond academic instruction, teachers serve as mentors who support the social and emotional development
of students. This role emphasizes building trust, encouraging positive behavior, and fostering a supportive
learning environment. The mentor identity highlights the relational aspect of teaching, crucial for student

motivation and well-being.

Assessor and Evaluator

Assessment is a critical role that influences a teacher’s approach to instruction and feedback. Teachers
develop tools and methods to evaluate student learning, providing constructive feedback to promote
growth. Their identity as assessors involves fairness, accuracy, and the ability to use assessment data to

inform teaching practices.

Advocate and Leader

Teachers often act as advocates for their students, addressing educational equity and promoting access to
resources. Leadership within schools and communities also forms part of a teacher’s identity, contributing to

policy discussions and fostering collaborative environments that enhance educational outcomes.

Core Values and Ethics in Teaching

The identity of a teacher is deeply rooted in core values and ethical principles that guide professional
conduct and decision-making. These values influence how teachers interact with students, colleagues, and

the wider community.

Commitment to Student Success

At the heart of teaching is a commitment to supporting each student’s academic and personal growth.
Teachers prioritize creating inclusive, respectful, and stimulating environments that encourage lifelong

learning and curiosity.

Integrity and Professional Responsibility

Integrity involves honesty, fairness, and accountability. Teachers uphold professional standards by
maintaining confidentiality, respecting diversity, and engaging in continuous professional development to

improve their practice.



Respect for Diversity and Inclusion

Teachers embrace cultural, linguistic, and individual differences by fostering inclusive classrooms where all
students feel valued. This ethical commitment shapes a teacher’s identity as an equitable educator who

champions diversity.

Personal Attributes Shaping Teacher Identity

Beyond professional roles and values, personal attributes play a pivotal role in forming the identity of a
teacher. These characteristics influence how teachers connect with students and manage classroom

dynamics.

Empathy and Emotional Intelligence

Empathy enables teachers to understand and respond to the emotional needs of their students. High
emotional intelligence allows teachers to navigate conflicts, motivate learners, and create a positive

classroom atmosphere.

Adaptability and Creativity

Effective teachers exhibit adaptability by modifying lesson plans and teaching methods to accommodate
diverse learning styles and changing educational demands. Creativity enhances their ability to engage

students through innovative activities and problem-solving approaches.

Patience and Perseverance

Patience is essential for handling challenges such as behavioral issues or learning difficulties. Perseverance
reflects a teacher’s dedication to overcoming obstacles and striving for continuous improvement in teaching

outcomes.

The Impact of Teacher Identity on Student Learning

The identity of a teacher profoundly affects student engagement, motivation, and achievement. How
teachers perceive themselves and their roles shapes their instructional methods and interactions with

learners.



Building Trust and Classroom Climate

A strong teacher identity that includes relational skills fosters trust between students and educators.
Positive classroom climates promote student participation, reduce anxiety, and encourage academic risk-

taking.

Modeling Lifelong Learning

Teachers who view themselves as lifelong learners inspire students to adopt similar attitudes toward
education. Demonstrating curiosity and a growth mindset encourages students to embrace challenges and

persist in their studies.

Encouraging Student Autonomy

Teachers who identify as facilitators empower students to take ownership of their learning. This approach
nurtures critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and independent learning habits essential for academic

success.

Challenges and Evolution of Teacher Identity

The identity of a teacher is dynamic, evolving in response to personal experiences, educational reforms,

and societal changes. Several challenges influence this ongoing development.

Balancing Multiple Roles and Expectations

Teachers often juggle competing demands, such as administrative tasks, standardized testing pressures, and
diverse student needs. Navigating these challenges requires flexibility and resilience, which shape their

professional identity.

Adapting to Technological Advances

The integration of technology in education demands that teachers continuously update their skills and
pedagogical approaches. Embracing digital tools influences how teachers view their role and effectiveness

in contemporary classrooms.



Engaging in Reflective Practice

Reflective practice allows teachers to critically assess their beliefs, methods, and outcomes. This process

supports identity growth by fostering self-awareness and commitment to professional excellence.

¢ Understanding the multifaceted nature of teacher identity
¢ Recognizing the importance of ethical and personal attributes
e Appreciating the impact on student learning and classroom culture

¢ Addressing challenges through adaptability and continuous growth

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines the identity of a teacher in modern education?

The identity of a teacher in modern education is defined by their role as a facilitator of learning, mentor,
and lifelong learner who adapts to diverse student needs and integrates technology and innovative teaching

methods.

How does a teacher's personal values influence their professional identity?

A teacher's personal values shape their approach to teaching, classroom management, and relationships with

students, thereby influencing their professional identity and effectiveness.

In what ways does cultural background impact a teacher's identity?

Cultural background impacts a teacher's identity by informing their perspectives, communication styles,

and sensitivity to cultural diversity, which can enhance inclusivity and understanding in the classroom.

Why is reflective practice important for the development of a teacher's
identity?

Reflective practice allows teachers to critically assess their teaching methods, beliefs, and experiences,

fostering continuous growth and a deeper understanding of their professional identity.



How does the use of technology influence the identity of a teacher today?

The integration of technology reshapes a teacher's identity by expanding their instructional strategies,

enabling personalized learning, and requiring digital literacy as a core competency.

‘What role does emotional intelligence play in shaping a teacher's
identity?

Emotional intelligence helps teachers manage their emotions, understand students' feelings, and build

positive relationships, which are essential aspects of their professional identity.

How can teachers maintain their professional identity amidst changing
educational policies?

Teachers can maintain their professional identity by staying informed about policy changes, advocating for

their values, adapting practices thoughtfully, and collaborating with peers for support.

‘What impact does teacher identity have on student learning outcomes?

A strong, positive teacher identity fosters student engagement, motivation, and trust, which contribute

significantly to improved student learning outcomes and classroom climate.

Additional Resources

1. Teacher Identity and Professional Development
This book explores the evolving nature of teacher identity in the context of ongoing professional growth. It
discusses how teachers' self-perceptions influence their practice and how continuous learning shapes their

roles. The text offers practical strategies for educators to reflect on and develop their professional identities.

2. Constructing Teacher Identity in Contemporary Classrooms

Focusing on the dynamic classroom environment, this book examines how teachers negotiate their
identities amid changing educational landscapes. It highlights the impact of cultural, social, and institutional
factors on teacher identity formation. Case studies provide insights into real-world challenges faced by

educators.

3. The Reflective Teacher: Identity and Practice
This book delves into the relationship between reflective practice and teacher identity. It encourages
educators to critically analyze their beliefs, values, and experiences to better understand their professional

selves. Through reflective exercises, teachers can align their identities with their instructional approaches.

4. Teacher Identity in a Multicultural Society



Addressing diversity in the classroom, this book discusses how teachers develop and adapt their identities in
multicultural settings. It emphasizes the importance of cultural competence and inclusivity in shaping
effective teaching identities. Readers gain awareness of the complexities involved in serving diverse

student populations.

5. Negotiating Teacher Identity: Voices from the Classroom
This collection presents narratives from teachers discussing their personal journeys in forming their
professional identities. It reveals the tensions and triumphs experienced as educators balance personal beliefs

with institutional demands. The book offers a nuanced understanding of identity negotiation in education.

6. Teacher Identity and Agency in Professional Practice

Exploring the concept of agency, this book examines how teachers assert their professional identities
through decision-making and classroom actions. It highlights the interplay between individual autonomy
and systemic constraints. Educators learn how to empower themselves and advocate for their professional

roles.

7. The Social Construction of Teacher Identity
This text investigates how social interactions and societal expectations contribute to the formation of teacher
identity. It critiques traditional views and presents identity as fluid and context-dependent. The book

encourages educators to consider external influences on their professional self-concept.

8. Identity, Culture, and Teacher Education

Focusing on pre-service teacher education, this book addresses how cultural backgrounds and experiences
shape emerging teacher identities. It offers frameworks for teacher educators to support identity
development during training. The work underscores the significance of cultural awareness in teacher

preparation.

9. Becoming a Teacher: Exploring Identity and Development

This book traces the developmental stages of teacher identity from initial training through early career
experiences. It highlights challenges such as self-doubt and adaptation to professional roles. Through
reflective insights, it provides guidance for new teachers striving to establish a confident and authentic

identity.
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Understanding Teacher Identity: The Complexities of Forming an Identity as Professional Teacher
introduces the reader to a collection of research-based works by authors that represent current
research concerning the complexities of teacher identity and the role of teacher preparation
programs in shaping the identity of teachers. Important to teacher preparation, as a profession, is a
realization that the psychological, philosophical, theoretical, and pedagogical underpinnings of
teacher identity have critical importance in shaping who the teacher is, and will continue to become
in his/her practice. Teacher identity is an instrumental factor in teachers’ and the students’ success.
Chapter One opens the book with a focus on the development of teacher identity, providing an
introduction to the book and an understanding of the growing importance of identity in becoming a
teacher. Chapters Two-Nine present field-based research that examines the complexities of teacher
identity in teacher preparation and the importance of teacher identity in the teaching and learning
experiences of the classroom. Finally, Chapter Ten presents an epilogue focusing on teacher identity
and the importance, as teacher educators and practitioners, of making sense of who we are and how
identity plays a critical role in the preparation and practice of teachers.

identity of a teacher: Research on Teacher Identity Paul A. Schutz, Ji Hong, Dionne Cross
Francis, 2018-07-11 Understanding teachers’ professional identities and their development is key to
unpacking teachers’ professional lives, the quality of their instruction, their motivation and
commitment to teach, and their career decision-making. This book features a number of scholars
from around the world who represent a variety of disciplines, scientific paradigms, and inquiry
methods in researching teacher identity. By bringing these chapters together, this volume initiates
active scholarly conversations and extends the boundaries of teacher identity research and practice.
This collection of chapters provides significant insight into teacher identity and will be essential
reading for pre-service and in-service teachers, teacher educators, school administrators,
professional developers, and policy makers at various levels.

identity of a teacher: Teaching for Success Brad Olsen, 2016-01-08 This book focuses on the
process of becoming a teacher and on how to teach well in this contemporary age. Wrapping its
discussions around the core concept of teacher identity, the book introduces a model of teacher
learning that illuminates how you can systematically examine your own personal and professional
teaching influences and work to arrange, adjust, and assemble them in conjunction with educational
research into a coherent, unique, successful whole. The book demonstrates the many ways your
personal self and professional self become integrated into your teaching work. Features of this book:

identity of a teacher: Teaching Selves Jane Danielewicz, 2001-07-19 Through the experiences
of six students who wish to become high school teachers, this book explores the process of what it
means to be a teacher and proposes ten principles for identity development.

identity of a teacher: Shaping a Professional Identity F. Michael Connelly, D. Jean Clandinin,
1999 Working with a group of teacher researchers, Connelly and Clandinin address the question of
how professional identities are formed. The volume includes richly textured stories of professional
lives in teacher, administrative, and curriculum-making settings. These thoroughly readable,
autobiographical depictions help unravel the narrative interweavings of professional contexts,
teacher knowledge, and teacher identity. Authors' insightful interpretations of these stories provide
valuable implications for teacher education, professional development, and progressive school
change.

identity of a teacher: Teacher Identity and the Struggle for Recognition Patrick M. Jenlink,
2014-04-09 Teacher identity is shaped by recognition or its absence, often by misrecognition of
others. Recognition as a teacher, or the strong and complex identification with one’s professional
culture and community, is necessary for a positive sense of self. Increasingly, teachers are entering
educational settings where difference connotes not equal, better/worse, or having more/less power
over resources. Differences between discourses of identity are braided at many points with a
discourse of racism, both interpersonal and structural. Teacher Identity and the Struggle for
Recognition examines the nature of identity and recognition as social, cultural, and political
constructs. In particular, the contributing authors to the book present discussions of the professional



work necessary in teacher preparation programs concerned with preparing teachers for the
complexities of teaching in schools that mirror an increasingly diverse society. Importantly, the
authors illuminate many of the often problematic structures of schooling and the cultural politics
that work to define one’s identity - drawing into specific relief the nature of the struggle for
recognition that all face who choose to entering teaching as a profession.

identity of a teacher: Teacher Identity Discourses Janet Alsup, 2006-08-15 In this book,
Janet Alsup reports and theorizes a multi-layered study of teacher identity development. The study,
which followed six pre-service English education students, was designed to investigate her
hypothesis that forming (or failing to form) a professional identity is central in the process of
becoming an effective teacher. This work addresses the intersection of various types of discourse
within the process of professional identity development, emphasizes that the intersection of the
personal and professional in teacher identity formation is more complex than is acknowledged in
typical methods classes, and accents the need for teacher educators to take steps to facilitate such
integration. Specific suggestions for methods courses are presented that teacher educators can use
as is or adapt to their own contexts. Teacher Identity Discourses: Negotiating Personal and
Professional Spaces speaks eloquently to faculty, researchers, and graduate students across the field
of teacher education.

identity of a teacher: Shaping the Teacher Identity Kwame Sarfo-Mensah M Ed, 2018-12-08 In
the world of education, the most effective educators pride themselves on their special ability to
positively impact the impressionable minds of their students. They are able to justify their
effectiveness through their students' standardized test scores and other forms of data. Indeed, these
are legitimate ways to measure a teacher's effectiveness in the classroom but they don't tell the full
story. There is something to be said about the specific attributes a teacher possesses in order to be
effective in the classroom. What are those intangible qualities that define the success of that
teacher? The response to that question will consequently lead to an even deeper question -- how did
that teacher acquire and develop these special qualities? That question can be best answered by
exploring the source of their teacher identity. Through this exploration, one will discover that the
teacher's identity is directly and indirectly shaped by their unique life experiences and the valuable
lessons they have learned from those experiences. Shaping the Teacher Identity guides the reader
through a self-exploration of their life and helps them extract the inherent qualities that uniquely
define who they are as educators.

identity of a teacher: Studying Science Teacher Identity Lucy Avraamidou, 2016-04-11 The
overarching goal of this book volume is to illuminate how research on science teacher identity has
deepened and complicated our understanding of the role of identity in examining teacher learning
and development. The collective chapters, both theoretical and empirical, present an array of
conceptual underpinnings that have been used to frame science teacher identity, document the
various methodological approaches that researchers have implemented in order to study science
teacher identity within various contexts, and offer empirical evidence about science teacher identity
development. The findings of the studies presented in this volume support the argument that teacher
identity is a dynamic, multidimensional and comprehensive construct, which provides a powerful
lens for studying science teacher learning and development for various reasons. First, it pushes our
boundaries by extending our definitions of science teacher learning and development as it proposes
new ways of conceptualizing the processes of becoming a science teacher. Second, it emphasizes the
role of the context on science teacher learning and development and pays attention to the
experiences that teachers have as members of various communities. Third, it allows us to examine
the impact of various sub-identities, personal histories, emotions, and social markers, such as
ethnicity, race, and class, on science teachers’ identity development. The book aims at making a
unique and deeply critical contribution to notions around science teacher identity by proposing fresh
theoretical perspectives, providing empirical evidence about identity development, offering a set of
implications for science teacher preparation, and recommending directions for future research.

identity of a teacher: The Professional Identity of Teacher Educators Ronnie Davey,




2013-02-18 The Professional Identity of Teacher Educators offers a contemporary study of teacher
education in a period of huge international, institutional and professional change. The book explores
the experiences, understandings, and beliefs that guide the professional practices of teacher
educators, and paints a picture of a profession that offers huge rew

identity of a teacher: Handbook of Research on Language Teacher Identity Karpava,
Sviatlana, 2023-03-13 In today’s educational world, it is crucial for language teachers to
continuously evolve in order to best serve language learners. Further study on the best practices
and challenges in the language classroom is crucial to ensure instructors continue to grow as
educators. The Handbook of Research on Language Teacher Identity addresses new developments in
the field of language education affected by evolving learning environments and the shift from
traditional teaching and assessment practices to the digital-age teaching, learning, and assessment.
Ideal for industry professionals, administrators, researchers, academicians, scholars, practitioners,
instructors, and students, this book aims to raise awareness regarding reflective practice and
continuous professional development of educators, collaborative teaching and learning, innovative
ways to foster critical (digital) literacy, student-centered instruction and assessment, development of
authentic teaching materials and engaging classroom activities, teaching and assessment tools and
strategies, cultivation of digital citizenship, and inclusive learning environments.

identity of a teacher: Language Teacher Identity in TESOL Bedrettin Yazan, Kristen
Lindahl, 2020-04-22 This volume draws on empirical evidence to explore the interplay between
language teacher identity (LTI) and professional learning and instruction in the field of TESOL. In
doing so, it makes a unique contribution to the field of language teacher education. By
reconceptualizing teacher education, teaching, and ongoing teacher learning as a continuous,
context-bound process of identity work, Language Teacher Identity in TESOL discusses how teacher
identity serves as a framework for classroom practice, professional, and personal growth. Divided
into five sections, the text explores key themes including narratives and writing; multimodal spaces;
race, ethnicity, and language; teacher emotions; and teacher educator-researcher practices. The 15
chapters offer insight into the experiences of preservice teachers, in-service teachers, and teacher
educators in global TESOL contexts including Canada, Japan, Korea, Norway, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. This text will be an ideal resource for researchers,
academics, and scholars interested in furthering their knowledge of concepts grounding LTI, as well
as teachers and teacher educators seeking to implement identity-oriented approaches in their own
pedagogical practices.

identity of a teacher: Millennial Teacher Identity Discourses Janet Alsup, 2019-02-04 Over ten
years after the original edition of Teacher Identity Discourses, Janet Alsup revisits her work with a
new research study examining the characteristics of the millennial teachers now beginning to
populate K-12 classrooms. Building off the first edition, this text is based on a qualitative,
interview-based research study, and provides a contemporary look at how millennial teachers
experience professional identity growth through language use. This innovative research investigates
how formation of a professional identity is central in the process of becoming an effective teacher.
Updated with new analyses of teacher identity discourses, the second edition covers themes that still
resonate today and provides practical suggestions and sample assignments for teacher educators to
use or adapt in methods courses.

identity of a teacher: Finding the Teacher Self Eric Shyman, 2020-04-08 Finding the Teacher
Self offers a foundation to begin and sustain a discussion with preservice and in-service teachers
about the role of teacher identities in the classrooms, what their teacher identity is, and how they
can continue to develop it. The book is intended to create a backdrop to deepen conversations with
and between teachers and administrators on topics that are often avoided or devalued in the
contemporary education discourse. Through the delineation of background information from
scholarly sources and related discussion prompts and questions, real and constructive conversation
can be fostered across the educational landscape including undergraduate and graduate classes,
faculty meetings, professional development workshops, or ongoing district-based or school-based




reflective teaching projects.

identity of a teacher: (Re)narrating Teacher Identity Audrey Lensmire, Anna Schick, 2017
With surprising candor, the authors of (Re)narrating Teacher Identity: Telling Truths and Becoming
Teachers crack open what it means to become and be a teacher in the twenty-first century United
States. In an effort to dig deeper into the challenge of teaching, four new teachers engaged in a
summer writers workshop. Drawing from the work of Barbara Kamler (2001), the teachers used
artifacts such as school graffiti and text messages to reposition and (re)narrate their identities as
teachers. In braving truth-telling, the authors built a collective well-being. These stories are an
important resource for novice teachers, experienced teachers, and teacher educators alike for
disrupting dominant teacher narratives and moving towards alternatives.

identity of a teacher: Identity and Teacher Professional Development Maria Antonietta
Impedovo, 2021 This book addressed teachers' necessity to be able to respond to the new needs and
demands caused by an ever-evolving educational system, as recognized in the national and
international policy and research literature. The book proposes an analysis of the features that shape
the journey of the teacher profession and professionalism, a journey which needs to be collaborative,
agentive and dialogical: * Collaborative in changing the personal and professional teacher
development from an individual and solitude process toward a joint discovery with mutual
enrichment and shared directionality; * Agentive in the ability to activate internal and external
resources for an individual, productive and communicative transformation; ¢ Dialogical in the ability
to enrich the personal narrative with the voices of others and opening spaces for dialogue and
listening. The seven chapters are structured in a way that gives flow and pace to the unfolding story
of the developing teacher identity and is informed by a whole range of research and literature. This
book serves as a reference point for teacher-students, in-service teachers and teacher educators who
are interested in their professional development and looking for new perspectives. It also offers
some helpful insights for administrators who need to make ICT decisions on course development in
teacher education.

identity of a teacher: Criticality, Teacher Identity, and (In)equity in English Language
Teaching Bedrettin Yazan, Nathanael Rudolph, 2018-03-26 This edited volume, envisioned through a
postmodern and poststructural lens, represents an effort to destabilize the normalized “assumption”
in the discursive field of English language teaching (ELT) (Pennycook, 2007), critically-oriented and
otherwise, that identity, experience, privilege-marginalization, (in)equity, and interaction, can and
should be apprehended and attended to via categories embedded within binaries (e.g., NS/NNS;
NEST/NNEST). The volume provides space for authors and readers alike to explore fluidly
critical-practical approaches to identity, experience, (in)equity, and interaction envisioned through
and beyond binaries, and to examine the implications such approaches hold for attending to the
contextual complexity of identity and interaction, in and beyond the classroom. The volume
additionally serves to prompt criticality in ELT towards reflexivity, conceptual clarity and
congruence, and dialogue.

identity of a teacher: Advances and Current Trends in Language Teacher Identity
Research Yin Ling Cheung, Selim Ben Said, Kwanghyun Park, 2014-12-05 This book presents the
latest research on understanding language teacher identity and development for both novice and
experienced researchers and educators, and introduces non-experts in language teacher education
to key topics in teacher identity research. It covers a wide range of backgrounds, themes, and
subjects pertaining to language teacher identity and development. Some of these include the effects
of apprenticeship in doctoral training on novice teacher identity; the impacts of mid-career
redundancy on the professional identities of teachers; challenges faced by teachers in the
construction of their professional identities; the emerging professional identity of pre-service
teachers; teacher identity development of beginning teachers; the role of emotions in the
professional identities of non-native English speaking teachers; the negotiation of professional
identities by female academics. Advances and Current Trends in Language Teacher Identity
Research will appeal to academics in ELT/TESOL/applied linguistics. It will also be useful to those




who are non-experts in language teacher education, yet still need to know about theories and recent
advances in the area due to varying reasons including their affiliation to a teacher training institute;
needs to participate in projects on language teacher education; and teaching a course for pre-service
and in-service language teachers.

identity of a teacher: Cases on Teacher Identity, Diversity, and Cognition in Higher
Education Breen, Paul, 2014-04-30 As our world becomes increasingly diverse and
technologically-driven, the role and identities of teachers continues to change. Cases on Teacher
Identity, Diversity, and Cognition in Higher Education seeks to address this change and provide an
accurate depiction of the teaching profession today. This thought-provoking collection of cases
covers a range of educational contexts from preschool teaching in Europe to higher education in
Australia and North America, and draws on expert knowledge of these diverse contexts, centered on
a common theme of teacher identity. This book can be used by teacher educators and trainee
teachers, as well as those who have an interest in social research into teaching.

identity of a teacher: Language Teacher Educator Identity Gary Barkhuizen, 2021-03-18
The author examines who language teacher educators are in the field of language teaching and
learning. This includes a description of the different types of language teacher educators working in
a range of professional and institutional contexts, an analysis of the reflections of a group of
experienced English teacher educators working in Colombia and enrolled in a doctoral program to
continue their professional development, and an exposition of the work that language teacher
educators do, particularly in the domains of pedagogy, research, and service and leadership
(institutional and community). All of this is done with the aim of understanding the identities that
language teacher educators negotiate and are ascribed in their working contexts. The author
emphasizes the need for research to pay attention to the lives and work of language teacher
educators, and offers forty research questions as an indication of possible future research directions.
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