
idexx snap felv/fiv test instructions
idexx snap felv/fiv test instructions provide essential guidance for veterinarians and veterinary
technicians performing this rapid diagnostic assay to detect feline leukemia virus (FeLV) and feline
immunodeficiency virus (FIV) infections. This article thoroughly covers the proper procedure,
preparation, and interpretation necessary to ensure accurate and reliable results. Understanding the
idexx snap felv/fiv test instructions is critical to effective feline health management and timely
diagnosis. The test’s design facilitates quick results from whole blood, plasma, or serum samples,
making it a valuable tool in clinical settings. Along with detailed procedural steps, this article
explores quality control, troubleshooting, and safety considerations. The aim is to equip veterinary
professionals with comprehensive knowledge for optimal use of the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test.
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Understanding the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test
The IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test is a rapid, in-clinic immunoassay designed to detect the presence of
FeLV antigen and FIV antibodies in feline blood samples. This dual detection test allows
simultaneous screening for both viruses from a single specimen. The test utilizes enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) technology combined with a SNAP device, enabling easy visualization
of results within minutes. Accurate detection of FeLV and FIV is vital for prognosis, treatment
planning, and preventing disease transmission among cats. The test’s sensitivity and specificity have
been clinically validated, making it a trusted resource in veterinary diagnostics. Understanding the
principles behind the test and its components is fundamental before performing the procedure.

Test Purpose and Clinical Significance
The IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test is intended to identify FeLV antigens in blood and FIV antibodies,
which indicate exposure or infection. FeLV is a retrovirus causing immunosuppression, anemia, and
lymphoma in cats, while FIV compromises immune function similarly to HIV in humans. Early
detection via the SNAP test supports timely intervention and management strategies to improve
feline health outcomes. Additionally, screening helps control the spread of these viruses in multi-cat
environments such as shelters and catteries.



Principle of the SNAP Test
The test operates on an ELISA format, where viral antigens or antibodies bind to specific capture
reagents immobilized within the SNAP device. After sample application and incubation steps,
enzyme conjugates generate a colorimetric reaction visible as a positive indicator on the test
membrane. The SNAP device’s unique activation mechanism allows for controlled reagent mixing
and timed incubation, enhancing test reliability and ease of use. This design supports a rapid
turnaround time, typically under 10 minutes.

Preparation and Required Materials
Proper preparation is essential for accurate execution of the idexx snap felv/fiv test instructions. This
section outlines all necessary materials and pre-test steps to ensure a smooth testing process.

Materials Included in the Test Kit
The IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test kit typically contains the following components:

SNAP device with integrated test membrane

Sample diluent reagent

Positive and negative control reagents

Disposable sample pipettes or droppers

Instructions for use leaflet

Additional Equipment Needed
Beyond the kit contents, the following are required to perform the test:

Blood collection supplies (needles, syringes, or capillary tubes)

Microcentrifuge tubes if using plasma or serum

Timer or stopwatch

Gloves and personal protective equipment

Waste disposal container



Sample Collection and Handling
Blood samples can be collected via venipuncture or capillary sampling. Whole blood, plasma, or
serum may be used as test specimens. It is critical to avoid hemolysis or contamination during
collection. Samples should be processed promptly to maintain integrity. If plasma or serum is used,
centrifuge the blood sample according to standard protocols and handle the specimens under
aseptic conditions. Proper labeling and documentation of samples are also necessary for accurate
record-keeping.

Step-by-Step Testing Procedure
Following the idexx snap felv/fiv test instructions precisely ensures reliable results. The procedure is
straightforward but requires attention to timing and technique.

Sample Dilution
Add the recommended volume of blood, plasma, or serum sample to the sample diluent. This step
typically involves mixing one part sample with the diluent to prepare it for application onto the
SNAP device. Thorough but gentle mixing is essential to avoid bubble formation, which can interfere
with test performance.

Loading the SNAP Device
Dispense the diluted sample into the sample well on the SNAP device. Ensure the sample fully
absorbs into the membrane. Avoid overfilling or underfilling, as incorrect sample volume can affect
the test's accuracy. Use supplied pipettes or droppers to control the volume precisely.

Activating and Incubating the Test
After sample application, activate the SNAP device by pressing the activation button or lever as
instructed. This step releases conjugate reagents, initiating the enzyme-substrate reaction. Place the
device on a flat surface and incubate for the time specified in the instructions, usually around 8 to 10
minutes. Do not move or disturb the device during incubation to prevent invalid results.

Reading the Results
After incubation, observe the test and control spots on the SNAP membrane. The control spot must
always develop color to confirm the test validity. The presence of color at the test spots indicates
either FeLV antigen or FIV antibody detection. Interpretation criteria must be adhered to carefully,
as faint lines can occur. Results should be recorded immediately.



Interpreting Test Results
Accurate interpretation of the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test results is critical for clinical decision-
making. Understanding the meaning of various outcomes aids in diagnosis and treatment planning.

Positive Results
A visible color change at the FeLV antigen or FIV antibody test spot indicates a positive result for
that specific infection. Positive results suggest current infection or exposure. For FeLV, antigen
presence usually correlates with active viremia, while FIV antibody detection indicates exposure or
infection. Confirmatory testing may be required in some cases depending on clinical context.

Negative Results
No color development at test spots, combined with a positive control spot, indicates a negative
result. This means no detectable FeLV antigen or FIV antibody is present in the sample at the time
of testing. Negative results reduce the likelihood of infection but do not completely exclude early or
latent infection phases. Repeat testing may be recommended if clinical suspicion persists.

Invalid Results
If the control spot fails to develop color, the test is invalid and must be repeated with a new device
and sample. Invalid results can arise from procedural errors, reagent issues, or sample quality
problems.

Quality Control and Troubleshooting
Maintaining quality control is essential to ensure the reliability of the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test
results. This section highlights important quality assurance measures and common troubleshooting
tips.

Use of Controls
Perform positive and negative control tests regularly according to manufacturer recommendations.
Controls verify reagent integrity and procedural accuracy. Control results must be documented and
reviewed routinely as part of quality management.

Common Issues and Solutions

Weak or no color on control spot: Check reagent expiration dates, storage conditions, and
ensure proper activation steps.



Sample hemolysis: Use fresh, properly collected samples to avoid interference.

Incorrect sample volume: Use calibrated pipettes and follow volume instructions carefully.

Environmental factors: Conduct testing at room temperature within recommended ranges.

Safety and Handling Guidelines
Safe handling of biological specimens and test reagents is mandatory when performing the IDEXX
SNAP FeLV/FIV test. Following established biosafety protocols protects personnel and prevents
cross-contamination.

Personal Protective Equipment
Wear gloves, lab coats, and eye protection as appropriate. Change gloves between samples and wash
hands thoroughly after testing. Avoid direct contact with blood samples and reagents.

Disposal of Biohazardous Waste
Dispose of used SNAP devices, pipettes, and sample materials in designated biohazard containers.
Follow local regulations for biomedical waste management. Proper disposal minimizes
environmental contamination and exposure risks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test used for?
The IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test is used to quickly detect the presence of feline leukemia virus (FeLV)
antigen and feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) antibodies in cats, helping veterinarians diagnose
these common feline diseases.

How do I prepare the sample for the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV
test?
The test requires a blood sample, typically whole blood, plasma, or serum. Collect the sample
aseptically, following standard veterinary blood collection procedures, and ensure it is fresh for
accurate results.

What are the step-by-step instructions to perform the IDEXX



Snap FeLV/FIV test?
1. Add the sample to the sample well on the device. 2. Press the activation button to start the
reaction. 3. Wait for the specified time (usually 8 minutes). 4. Read the results by checking the
presence of control and test spots as per the instructions.

How long does it take to get results from the IDEXX Snap
FeLV/FIV test?
Results are typically available within 8 minutes after activating the test, allowing for rapid diagnosis
in a clinical setting.

What do the control and test spots indicate on the IDEXX Snap
FeLV/FIV test?
The control spot confirms the test is working properly. The FeLV test spot indicates the presence of
feline leukemia virus antigen, and the FIV test spot indicates the presence of feline
immunodeficiency virus antibodies. Presence of these spots indicates a positive result.

Can the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test be used on cats of all ages?
Yes, the test can be used on cats of all ages, including kittens; however, results should be
interpreted carefully in very young kittens due to possible maternal antibody interference.

What should I do if the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test control spot
does not appear?
If the control spot does not appear, the test is invalid. Repeat the test with a new device and sample
to ensure accurate results.

Are there any storage requirements for the IDEXX Snap
FeLV/FIV test kits?
Yes, the test kits should be stored at room temperature, away from direct sunlight and moisture, and
used before the expiration date to maintain test accuracy.

Can the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test detect both FeLV antigen
and FIV antibodies simultaneously?
Yes, the IDEXX Snap FeLV/FIV test is designed to detect FeLV antigen and FIV antibodies
simultaneously from a single blood sample, providing a quick and comprehensive screening.

Additional Resources
1. IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test: Comprehensive User Guide
This book offers a detailed walkthrough of the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test procedure. It covers



preparation, sample collection, test execution, and interpretation of results. Perfect for veterinary
professionals seeking to ensure accuracy and reliability in feline leukemia and immunodeficiency
virus testing.

2. Practical Veterinary Diagnostics: Using the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test
Designed for veterinarians and technicians, this guide explains the practical aspects of using the
IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test in clinical settings. It includes troubleshooting tips, case studies, and
best practices for maintaining test integrity. The book emphasizes proper handling and timely
diagnosis to improve feline health outcomes.

3. Feline Infectious Diseases: Diagnostic Techniques and IDEXX SNAP Test Applications
This resource explores the broader context of feline infectious diseases with a focus on diagnostic
tools like the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test. It discusses the biology of FeLV and FIV, clinical signs,
and the role of rapid testing in disease management. Veterinary students and practitioners will find
it an invaluable reference.

4. Step-by-Step Guide to IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Testing for Veterinary Technicians
A user-friendly manual tailored for veterinary technicians, this book breaks down each step of the
IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test with clear instructions and illustrative images. It highlights common
errors to avoid and emphasizes quality control measures. The guide helps ensure that tests are
performed efficiently and accurately.

5. Interpreting IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test Results: A Clinical Approach
Focusing on the interpretation of test outcomes, this book aids veterinarians in making informed
clinical decisions based on IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV results. It explains positive, negative, and
inconclusive results, including follow-up protocols and confirmatory testing. The guide supports
improving diagnostic confidence and patient care.

6. Advances in Rapid Feline Virus Testing: The IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test Explained
This publication delves into the technological advancements behind rapid feline virus testing, with
an emphasis on the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test. It covers the science of assay development,
sensitivity, specificity, and comparative analysis with other testing methods. Ideal for veterinary
researchers and diagnosticians.

7. Quality Assurance and Best Practices for IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Testing
A focused manual on maintaining high standards during IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV testing, this book
addresses laboratory protocols, sample handling, and environmental considerations. It provides
guidelines to minimize errors and enhance test reliability. Veterinary clinics aiming for accreditation
will find it especially useful.

8. Veterinary Clinic Workflow Optimization: Incorporating the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV Test
This book discusses integrating the IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV test smoothly into veterinary clinic
workflows. It suggests scheduling, staff training, inventory management, and client communication
strategies. The aim is to streamline operations while ensuring timely and accurate infectious disease
screening.

9. Feline Health Monitoring: Using IDEXX SNAP Tests for FeLV and FIV Prevention
Focusing on preventive veterinary medicine, this guide highlights the role of IDEXX SNAP FeLV/FIV
testing in routine health monitoring. It reviews vaccination protocols, risk assessment, and early
detection benefits. The book encourages proactive approaches to feline infectious disease
management.
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