
idaho department of education certification

idaho department of education certification is an essential credential for educators seeking to teach in the
state of Idaho. This certification ensures that educators meet specific standards of knowledge, skills, and
professional conduct established by the Idaho State Department of Education. For individuals aiming to work in
public schools, understanding the requirements, application process, and types of certifications available is
crucial. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Idaho Department of Education certification
process, eligibility criteria, renewal procedures, and additional endorsements. Whether you are an aspiring
teacher, administrator, or specialist, this guide will help clarify the pathway to becoming a certified educator
in Idaho. The following sections detail the necessary steps and considerations for obtaining and maintaining
Idaho teaching credentials.
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Overview of Idaho Department of Education Certification

The Idaho Department of Education certification system is designed to regulate and standardize the
qualifications of educators working within the state's public education system. Certification validates that
educators possess the necessary academic background, practical experience, and ethical standards to provide
quality education. The department manages all aspects of certification, including initial issuance, renewals,
and endorsements for specialized teaching roles. The certification process aligns with state and federal
education regulations, ensuring that Idaho educators meet national benchmarks for teacher quality and
effectiveness.

Purpose and Importance

Certification serves multiple purposes: protecting student welfare, ensuring instructional quality, and
maintaining professional standards among Idaho educators. By requiring certification, the Idaho Department of
Education helps guarantee that teachers and school personnel are competent and qualified. This commitment
supports improved student outcomes and fosters trust in the public education system.

Eligibility Requirements

To obtain Idaho Department of Education certification, candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria
established by the state. These requirements vary depending on the type of certification sought but generally
include educational qualifications, background checks, and testing.



Educational Qualifications

Applicants typically must hold at least a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution. For teaching
certification, completion of a state-approved teacher preparation program is required. Alternative pathways
may exist for individuals with subject-area expertise or those transitioning from other careers.

Background Checks and Legal Requirements

All candidates must pass a criminal background check to ensure the safety of students. Fingerprinting and
submission of relevant documentation are mandatory parts of the application process. Additionally,
applicants must demonstrate good moral character and meet any health or immunization requirements
stipulated by the state.

Testing and Assessments

The Idaho Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT) or Praxis exams are commonly required to assess content
knowledge and pedagogical skills. Specific score thresholds must be met to qualify for certification. Some
specialized certifications may require additional assessments.

Types of Certifications Offered

The Idaho Department of Education offers a variety of certification types to accommodate diverse roles within
the educational system. Understanding these categories helps candidates select the appropriate credential for
their career goals.

Professional Teaching Certificates

These are the standard certifications for classroom teachers in Idaho. They are issued at various levels,
including:

Initial Certificate – for first-time teachers

Standard Certificate – issued after successful completion of initial teaching and experience requirements

Advanced Certificate – for teachers who demonstrate advanced competencies and leadership

Administrative and Specialized Certifications

Educators pursuing roles in school administration, counseling, or specialized instructional areas can obtain
certifications tailored to those positions. Examples include principal certification, school counselor
certification, and special education endorsements.

Application Process

Applying for Idaho Department of Education certification involves several steps designed to verify
qualifications and ensure compliance with state regulations. The process is managed through the Idaho State
Department of Education’s certification system.



Gathering Required Documentation

Applicants must prepare official transcripts, verification of teacher preparation program completion, test
scores, background check results, and identification documents. Having these materials ready expedites the
application review.

Submission and Fees

Applications are submitted online through the Idaho Certification Information System (CIS). A non-refundable
application fee is required at the time of submission. Payment options and fee schedules are provided on the
department’s website.

Review and Issuance

Once submitted, applications undergo a thorough review to confirm eligibility. If approved, applicants receive
their certification electronically or by mail. Processing times can vary depending on application volume and
completeness.

Renewal and Continuing Education

Maintaining Idaho Department of Education certification requires periodic renewal and professional development.
Renewal ensures that educators remain current with educational best practices and state requirements.

Renewal Cycle

Most teaching certificates in Idaho must be renewed every five years. Educators should monitor their
certification expiration dates and initiate renewal well in advance to avoid lapses.

Continuing Education Requirements

Renewal typically involves completing a specified number of professional development hours. These may include
workshops, courses, or other approved learning activities related to teaching effectiveness and student
achievement.

Renewal Process

Renewal applications are submitted online through the Idaho Certification Information System. Documentation
of completed professional development and payment of renewal fees are required components of the process.

Additional Endorsements and Specializations

Educators may pursue endorsements to expand their certification scope and enhance their career opportunities.
Endorsements allow teachers to qualify for additional subject areas or specialized instructional roles.



Common Endorsements

Special Education

Reading Specialist

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Gifted and Talented Education

School Counseling

Requirements for Endorsements

Obtaining an endorsement usually requires additional coursework, testing, or demonstration of relevant
experience. The Idaho Department of Education provides detailed guidelines for each endorsement category.

Resources and Support for Educators

The Idaho Department of Education offers numerous resources to assist educators throughout the
certification process and their professional careers. These supports facilitate compliance with certification
standards and promote continuous improvement.

Advisory Services

Applicants and certified educators can access guidance from certification specialists to clarify requirements
and resolve application issues. Personalized support helps navigate complex certification pathways.

Professional Development Opportunities

The department collaborates with educational institutions and professional organizations to offer
workshops, seminars, and training sessions that meet renewal requirements and enhance instructional skills.

Online Portals and Tools

The Idaho Certification Information System provides a centralized platform for application submission, status
tracking, and renewal management. This digital tool streamlines administrative tasks for educators and
administrators alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements for teacher certification through the Idaho
Department of Education?

To obtain teacher certification in Idaho, candidates must hold at least a bachelor's degree from an accredited



institution, complete an approved educator preparation program, pass required content and pedagogy exams,
and submit an application to the Idaho Department of Education.

How can I apply for an Idaho teaching certificate?

You can apply for an Idaho teaching certificate by completing an online application through the Idaho
Department of Education's certification portal, submitting all required documentation including transcripts,
exam scores, and background checks, and paying the applicable fees.

What types of educator certificates does the Idaho Department of
Education offer?

The Idaho Department of Education offers several types of educator certificates including Standard
Certificates for classroom teachers, Provisional Certificates for those completing requirements, Specialist
Certificates for specialized roles, and Substitute Certificates for substitute teaching.

How long is an Idaho teaching certificate valid, and how do I renew it?

An Idaho teaching certificate is typically valid for five years. To renew, educators must complete required
continuing education credits or professional development and submit a renewal application through the Idaho
Department of Education before the certificate expires.

Can out-of-state teachers get certified in Idaho?

Yes, out-of-state teachers can apply for certification in Idaho through reciprocity. They must provide proof
of valid certification from another state, meet Idaho’s content and professional standards, and complete an
application with the Idaho Department of Education.

What exams are required for Idaho teacher certification?

Idaho requires candidates to pass the Praxis content exams relevant to their teaching field and the Praxis
Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) exam to demonstrate pedagogical knowledge, unless exempted by
alternative pathways.

Where can I find resources and support for Idaho teacher certification?

Resources and support for Idaho teacher certification are available on the Idaho Department of Education
website, including certification guides, application instructions, FAQs, and contact information for the
certification office for personalized assistance.

Additional Resources
1. Idaho Department of Education Certification Handbook
This handbook provides a comprehensive overview of the certification process for educators in Idaho. It details
the necessary requirements, application procedures, and renewal guidelines. Ideal for prospective teachers, it
also includes updates on state policies and professional standards.

2. Preparing for Idaho Educator Certification Exams
A focused guide designed to help candidates prepare for the various certification exams required by the Idaho
Department of Education. The book includes practice questions, test-taking strategies, and content reviews
aligned with state standards. It serves as a valuable resource for ensuring success on certification
assessments.

3. Idaho Teacher Licensing and Professional Standards



This book explores the professional standards and ethical guidelines mandated by the Idaho Department of
Education. It discusses the roles and responsibilities of licensed educators and provides insights into maintaining
certification through professional development. Educators will find practical advice for career growth and
compliance.

4. Steps to Idaho Substitute Teacher Certification
A step-by-step guide for individuals seeking substitute teacher certification in Idaho. This book outlines
eligibility criteria, application processes, and classroom management tips tailored for substitute educators. It
also highlights state regulations and best practices for effective substitute teaching.

5. Idaho Special Education Certification Guide
Targeted at educators aiming to specialize in special education within Idaho, this book covers certification
requirements specific to this field. It includes strategies for working with diverse learners, legal mandates, and
resources for ongoing professional development. The guide supports educators in meeting state certification
criteria and improving student outcomes.

6. Idaho School Counseling Certification Essentials
This resource focuses on the certification pathway for school counselors in Idaho. It explains the educational
prerequisites, testing requirements, and practical experiences needed to obtain certification. The book also
discusses the counselor’s role in supporting student academic and emotional well-being.

7. Idaho Educational Leadership Certification Manual
Designed for aspiring school administrators, this manual covers the certification process for educational
leadership roles in Idaho. It addresses qualifications, examination content, and leadership competencies. Readers
will find guidance on navigating state requirements and excelling in administrative positions.

8. Idaho Career and Technical Education (CTE) Certification Guide
This guide provides an overview of certification requirements for educators in Idaho’s Career and Technical
Education programs. It includes information on credentialing, program standards, and instructional strategies
relevant to CTE teachers. The book also emphasizes aligning teaching practices with Idaho’s workforce needs.

9. Continuing Education and Renewal for Idaho Educators
Focusing on the ongoing requirements for maintaining educator certification in Idaho, this book outlines
continuing education options and renewal procedures. It highlights approved professional development
activities and the documentation needed for recertification. Educators will benefit from tips on staying current
with state regulations and enhancing their skills.
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Eighty-second Edition, 2017-2018 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2017-10-27 Why do we need such a
book of requirements in our electronic age? Since a concise, accessible summary of relevant
information is not consistently available on the Web sites of individual states, this balcony view
compilation of state certification regulations enables readers to access and compare information
either about different positions within a single state or about a single position in different states.
Given the differences in information and formats of the state Web sites, this annual volume
continues to offer the most complete and timely listings of the requirements for certification of a
wide range of professionals at the elementary and secondary school levels available in a single
volume. -- Provided by publisher.
  idaho department of education certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Eighty-Third Edition,
2018–2019 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2018-11-26 This annual volume offers the most complete and
current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at
the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  idaho department of education certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Seventy-seventh
Edition, 2012-2013 Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2012-10-15 This annual volume offers the most complete and
current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at
the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  idaho department of education certification: Certification of Professional Personnel
Idaho. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1972
  idaho department of education certification: Career Opportunities in Education and Related
Services, Second Edition Susan Echaore-McDavid, 2010-04-21 Presents opportunities for
employment in the field of education listing over ninety job descriptions, salary range, education and
training requirements, and more.
  idaho department of education certification: Certification Requirements for School
Personnel , 1955
  idaho department of education certification: Requirements for Certification of
Teachers, Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Ninth Edition, 2024–2025 Alain Park, 2024-11-07 The authoritative annual guide to the
requirements for certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current
listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the
elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  idaho department of education certification: A Manual on Certification Requirements for
School Personnel in the United States , 1959
  idaho department of education certification: Teacher Training David B. Pushkin, 2001-11-20
A critical and thought-provoking examination of the teaching profession, from academic preparation
and training to opportunities for professional advancement. Even if math teachers had degrees in
mathematics and more physics teachers majored or minored in physics, how would that address
behavioral problems, emotionally disturbed children, apathetic parents, and decaying school
buildings? How would requiring teachers to have degrees in their content areas attract
better-qualified teachers? In what ways would such degrees make teachers better qualified and
suited for classrooms? In this volume, education professor Dave Pushkin, a former high school and
community college chemistry and physics teacher, probes beneath the surface of easy answers to
determine what the problem with education really is. Tired of being stressed out and burned out
doing things he was never trained to do, he examines everything from student teaching and
certification to hiring and teaching outside one's own field.
  idaho department of education certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,



Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, 2005-2006,
Seventieth Edition Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2005-09 This annual volume, conveniently organized by state,
offers the most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of
educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Changes to requirements resulting
from the federal No Child Left Behind Act, paired with state budget deficits and understaffed
certification offices, have made it especially difficult to access this information. Now more than ever,
Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed knowledge available in
one straightforward volume.
  idaho department of education certification: Bulletin , 1929
  idaho department of education certification: State Legal Standards for the Provision of
Public Education Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, 1978
  idaho department of education certification: Idaho Bulletin of Education Idaho. State
Board of Education, 1918
  idaho department of education certification: Financial Assistance by Geographic Area ,
1978
  idaho department of education certification: Requirements for Certification of
Teachers, Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Eighth Edition, 2023-2024 Alain Park, 2023-11-09 The authoritative annual guide to the
requirements for certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current
listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the
elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  idaho department of education certification: Journal of the National Education Association ,
1921
  idaho department of education certification: Resources in Education , 2001
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