
ideas for black history month at
church

ideas for black history month at church provide meaningful opportunities for
congregations to honor and celebrate the rich heritage and contributions of
African Americans throughout history. These ideas not only foster awareness
but also inspire spiritual growth and community unity. Churches can
incorporate educational programs, worship services, cultural events, and
community outreach initiatives that highlight the faith, resilience, and
achievements of Black individuals. Engaging with historical narratives and
contemporary experiences can deepen understanding and appreciation within the
church community. This article explores a variety of impactful approaches to
commemorating Black History Month in a church setting, emphasizing
inclusivity, education, and celebration.

Educational Programs and Workshops

Worship Services and Sermons

Cultural Celebrations and Events

Community Outreach and Service Projects

Resource Development and Displays

Educational Programs and Workshops
Implementing educational initiatives during Black History Month at church
allows congregations to engage deeply with the historical and cultural
significance of African American heritage. These programs can provide
context, promote dialogue, and encourage reflection on the spiritual and
societal impact of Black leaders and communities.

Interactive History Workshops
Hosting interactive workshops focused on Black history can enhance learning
and participation. These workshops might include presentations on key
figures, events, and movements that shaped the African American experience,
with an emphasis on faith-based contributions.



Bible Studies Highlighting African American Leaders
Special Bible study sessions can spotlight the lives and spiritual journeys
of influential African American Christians, such as Harriet Tubman, Sojourner
Truth, or Martin Luther King Jr. This approach connects historical context
with scriptural teachings and contemporary faith practice.

Film Screenings and Discussions
Screening documentaries or films related to Black history followed by group
discussions can foster a deeper understanding and encourage meaningful
conversations about racial justice, faith, and perseverance.

Organize guest speakers or historians to offer lectures

Develop curriculum materials tailored to different age groups

Encourage youth participation through educational games and quizzes

Worship Services and Sermons
Incorporating Black History Month themes into worship services is a powerful
way to honor African American heritage within the spiritual life of the
church. Sermons, prayers, and music can reflect the struggles and triumphs of
Black Christians and inspire congregational unity.

Thematic Sermons
Pastors can deliver sermons that explore biblical themes of justice,
liberation, and hope through the lens of Black history. These messages can
highlight the faith and courage of African American leaders and communities
in overcoming adversity.

Incorporating African American Spirituals and Gospel
Music
Music plays a vital role in worship and cultural expression. Featuring
traditional spirituals, gospel songs, and contemporary Christian music by
Black artists during services enriches the worship experience and honors
Black cultural contributions.



Prayer Services and Liturgical Elements
Special prayer services dedicated to racial reconciliation, healing, and
gratitude can be included. Liturgical elements such as responsive readings or
scripture selections from African American-authored texts further deepen the
spiritual focus.

Invite Black worship leaders or choirs to participate

Highlight scriptural passages related to justice and equality

Use visual aids such as banners or artwork reflecting Black history
themes

Cultural Celebrations and Events
Celebratory events provide opportunities for the church community to
experience and appreciate African American culture in vibrant and engaging
ways. These activities can foster fellowship and cultural pride.

Black History Month Exhibitions
Organize exhibitions showcasing art, photography, historical artifacts, or
biographies of notable African Americans. This visual storytelling can
educate and inspire attendees throughout the month.

Community Potlucks Featuring African American
Cuisine
Hosting a potluck with traditional African American dishes offers a cultural
experience that encourages fellowship and sharing. Such events can also serve
as informal educational settings to discuss heritage and history.

Performances and Storytelling
Arrange for poetry readings, theatrical performances, or storytelling
sessions that celebrate Black history and culture. Engaging local artists or
church members in these presentations adds authenticity and connection.

Plan cultural fairs with booths representing different historical
periods



Include youth talent shows focused on Black history themes

Celebrate with dance or music workshops centered on African American
traditions

Community Outreach and Service Projects
Black History Month at church can extend beyond internal activities by
engaging in community outreach and service. These efforts demonstrate the
church’s commitment to social justice and support for the broader community.

Partnering with Local Organizations
Collaborate with local Black-led nonprofits, schools, or cultural centers to
support their initiatives. Joint events or volunteer opportunities can
strengthen community ties and amplify impact.

Service Projects Addressing Social Issues
Organize service activities such as food drives, clothing donations, or
mentoring programs aimed at addressing systemic inequalities affecting the
African American community. These projects embody the church’s mission of
compassion and justice.

Educational Scholarships and Support Programs
Establish scholarships or educational support for Black youth within the
community. Highlighting these programs during Black History Month raises
awareness and encourages congregational involvement.

Host community forums on racial reconciliation and equity

Develop mentorship programs connecting church members with youth

Encourage congregational participation in social justice advocacy

Resource Development and Displays
Creating and displaying educational resources within the church environment
helps sustain awareness and appreciation of Black history throughout the



month. These materials can serve as ongoing reference points for learning and
reflection.

Black History Month Bulletin Boards
Design bulletin boards featuring timelines, profiles of influential figures,
and key historical events. Placing these in common areas encourages casual
engagement and curiosity.

Reading Corners and Libraries
Curate collections of books, articles, and multimedia resources about African
American history and culture. Providing these materials for all ages supports
continuous education.

Digital Resource Sharing
Utilize church newsletters, email blasts, or social media to share articles,
videos, and event announcements related to Black History Month. This extends
reach and involvement beyond physical gatherings.

Create downloadable study guides and devotional materials

Encourage member contributions of stories or family histories

Highlight historical milestones relevant to the church’s own community

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some meaningful ways to celebrate Black
History Month at church?
Meaningful ways include hosting special worship services highlighting Black
spirituals and testimonies, organizing guest speakers or panels on Black
history and faith, and creating art or music projects that reflect Black
heritage.

How can churches incorporate Black History Month
into their sermons?
Churches can incorporate Black History Month by focusing sermons on



influential Black biblical figures, discussing themes of liberation and
justice in scripture, and highlighting the contributions of Black leaders in
the church’s history.

What activities can engage children in Black History
Month at church?
Activities for children can include storytelling sessions about notable Black
Christians, craft projects inspired by African art, singing traditional Black
spirituals, and interactive lessons on Black history and faith.

How can a church honor Black musicians and artists
during Black History Month?
A church can honor Black musicians and artists by featuring their work in
worship services, hosting concerts or art exhibits, inviting local Black
artists to share their talents, and incorporating their music and art into
church programs.

What are some ways to involve the entire
congregation in Black History Month celebrations?
Involve the congregation by organizing community service projects that
reflect Black leaders’ values, hosting potluck meals with African and
African-American dishes, encouraging members to share personal stories or
family histories, and facilitating group discussions on racial
reconciliation.

Can churches use Black History Month to promote
racial reconciliation and unity?
Yes, churches can use Black History Month to promote racial reconciliation by
facilitating open dialogues about race and justice, praying for healing and
unity, educating members on systemic racism, and committing to ongoing
diversity and inclusion efforts.

What resources are available for churches planning
Black History Month events?
Resources include curriculum guides from organizations like the NAACP or The
United Methodist Church, books and documentaries about Black Christian
history, downloadable worship materials, and online platforms offering lesson
plans and activity ideas.

How can churches celebrate Black History Month while



respecting cultural authenticity?
Churches can respect cultural authenticity by consulting with Black community
leaders, inviting authentic voices to lead or participate in events, avoiding
stereotypes, and ensuring that celebrations focus on genuine history, faith,
and contributions of Black people.

Additional Resources
1. “Lift Every Voice: Celebrating Black History in the Church”
This book offers a rich collection of sermons, prayers, and worship ideas
specifically designed for Black History Month observances in church settings.
It highlights notable African American religious leaders and their
contributions to faith and social justice. The book encourages congregations
to reflect on the spiritual heritage and resilience of the Black community.

2. “Faithful and Free: Stories of Black Saints and Servants”
A compilation of inspiring biographies of African American saints, ministers,
and laypeople who have shaped the Christian faith in America. Each story is
accompanied by discussion questions and suggested scripture readings for
group study. Ideal for church groups seeking to deepen their understanding of
Black Christian history during Black History Month.

3. “Songs of Freedom: Worship and Music for Black History Month”
This resource provides a curated selection of hymns, spirituals, and
contemporary gospel songs that honor the Black church tradition. It includes
historical context for each piece and ideas for incorporating music into
worship services and programs. Perfect for music ministry leaders and worship
planners.

4. “Black History, God’s Story: Biblical Reflections for Black History Month”
A devotional guide that connects biblical narratives with themes of
liberation, justice, and hope relevant to the Black experience. Readers are
encouraged to explore scripture through the lens of Black history and
culture. The book offers daily reflections suitable for individual or group
use during Black History Month.

5. “Honoring Our Heritage: Black History Month Activities for Churches”
This practical guide presents a variety of interactive activities, including
storytelling, crafts, and community service projects, designed to engage all
ages within the church. It emphasizes the importance of learning,
remembrance, and celebration in fostering a deeper appreciation of Black
history. Ideal for children’s ministries and church event planners.

6. “The Black Church in America: Past, Present, and Future”
An informative text that explores the historical significance of the Black
church as a center for spiritual life, activism, and community building. It
provides insights into how the church has shaped African American identity
and social change. This book is a valuable resource for sermon preparation
and educational programs during Black History Month.



7. “Walking in Justice: Sermons and Reflections for Black History Month”
A collection of thought-provoking sermons and meditations that address themes
of justice, equality, and faith from the perspective of the Black church
tradition. The messages are designed to inspire action and reflection within
congregations. Suitable for pastors and church leaders looking for meaningful
content for February services.

8. “Children of the Promise: Black History Month Bible Stories for Kids”
This children’s book retells Bible stories with a focus on African and
African American cultural contexts and figures. It aims to teach young
readers about faith, resilience, and heritage in an accessible and engaging
way. Includes colorful illustrations and discussion prompts for families and
Sunday school teachers.

9. “From Slavery to Salvation: The Spiritual Journey of African Americans”
A historical and theological exploration of the African American spiritual
experience from slavery through the civil rights movement to contemporary
times. The book highlights key moments and figures that have shaped the Black
Christian faith. Perfect for adult study groups seeking to understand the
deep roots of Black spirituality during Black History Month.
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Reading, Recipes, Parties, Plays, and More! Carole Marsh, 2014-11-14 Check out the Celebrating
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  ideas for black history month at church: Resistance Stories from Black History for Kids Rann
Miller, 2023-03-07 Black history is a robust and multifaceted chapter in world history that is often
watered down. History books tend to highlight whitewashed versions of African enslavement, the
Civil Rights Movement, and other 'safe' topics that, while important, do not fully encapsulate the
experiences of the Black and African diaspora. By telling the stories that are often omitted from
history, Resistance Stories from Black History for Kids sets out to show that the Black experience is
not only defined by marching and boycotting, but also through rebellion and resistance. Learn about
little-known facets, events, and figureheads from Black history, including: Vicente Guerrero, the first
Black North American president; One Marie Judge and her escape to freedom from George
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Washington; Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the real reason he created Black History Month; The history
of the 'dap' and its roots in African tradition; Mansa Musa and his travels throughout the continent
of Africa; And many more exciting stories! Written by an expert educator highly experienced in
historical analysis and diversity, Resistance Stores from Black History for Kids is the ultimate lesson
in Black history that will empower and inspire the youth through its retellings of the stories often
left by the wayside.
  ideas for black history month at church: Empowering Black Youth of Promise Sandra L.
Barnes, Anne Streaty Wimberly, 2016-06-10 Informed by the experiences of 772 Black churches, this
book relies on a multidisciplinary, mixed-methodological lens to examine how today’s Black churches
address the religious and non-religious educational and broader socialization needs of youth.
Drawing from a cultural and ecological framework of village-mindedness, Barnes and Wimberly
examine the intersected nature of place, space, and race to propel a conversation about whether and
how the Black Church can become a more relevant and empowering presence for youth and the
Black community.
  ideas for black history month at church: Understanding African American Rhetoric
Ronald L. Jackson II, Elaine B. Richardson, 2014-05-22 This is an extraordinarily well-balanced
collection of essays focused on varied expressions of African American Rhetoric; it also is a critical
antidote to a preoccupation with Western Rhetoric as the arbiter of what counts for effective
rhetoric. Rather than impose Western terminology on African and African American rhetoric, the
essays in this volume seek to illumine rhetoric from within its own cultural expression, thereby
creating an understanding grounded in the culture's values. The consequence is a richly detailed
and well-researched set of essays. The contribution of African American rhetoric can no longer be
rendered invisible through neglect of its tradition. The essays in this volume neither seek to displace
Western Rhetoric, nor function as an uncritical paen to Afrocentricity and Africology. This volume is
both timely and essential; timely in advancing a better understanding of the richly textured history
that is expressed through African American discourse, and essential as a counterpoint to the
hegemonic influence of Greek and Roman rhetoric as the origin of rhetorical theory and practice.
Written in the spirit of a critical rhetoric, this collection eschews traditional focus on public address
and instead offers a rich array of texts, in musical and other forms, that address publics.
  ideas for black history month at church: Black and Mormon Newell G. Bringhurst, Darron
T. Smith, 2010-10-01 The year 2003 marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the lifting of the ban
excluding black members from the priesthood of the Mormon church. The articles collected in
Newell G. Bringhurst and Darron T. Smith's Black and Mormon look at the mechanisms used to keep
blacks from full participation, the motives behind the ban, and the kind of changes that have--and
have not--taken place within the church since the revelation responsible for its end. This challenging
collection is required reading for anyone concerned with the history of racism, discrimination, and
the Latter-day Saints.
  ideas for black history month at church: Celebrating Black Heritage Carole Marsh, 2002-12
Provides educational activities relating to African-American history, culture, and current events.
  ideas for black history month at church: The Black Christ Douglas, Kelly Brown, 2019-04-24
In this classic work, first published in 1994, Kelly Brown Douglas offers a compelling portrait of who
Jesus is for the Black community. Beginning with the early testimonies of the enslaved, through the
writings and thought of religious and literary figures, voices from the Civil Rights and Black Power
era, including Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X, up through the contemporary work of Black
and Womanist theologians, Douglas presents a living tradition that speaks powerfully to the message
of our day: Black Lives Matter.
  ideas for black history month at church: Urban Apologetics Eric Mason, 2021-04-06 Urban
Apologetics examines the legitimate issues that Black communities have with Western Christianity
and shows how the gospel of Jesus Christ—rather than popular, socioreligious alternatives—restores
our identity. African Americans have long confronted the challenge of dignity destruction caused by
white supremacy. While many have found meaning and restoration of dignity in the black church,



others have found it in ethnocentric socioreligious groups and philosophies. These ideologies have
grown and developed deep traction in the black community and beyond. Revisionist history,
conspiracy theories, and misinformation about Jesus and Christianity are the order of the day. Many
young African Americans are disinterested in Christianity and others are leaving the church in
search of what these false religious ideas appear to offer, a spirituality more indigenous to their
history and ethnicity. Edited by Dr. Eric Mason and featuring a top-notch lineup of contributors,
Urban Apologetics is the first book focused entirely on cults, religious groups, and ethnocentric
ideologies prevalent in the black community. The book is divided into three main parts: Discussions
on the unique context for urban apologetics so that you can better understand the cultural
arguments against Christianity among the Black community. Detailed information on cults, religious
groups, and ethnic identity groups that many urban evangelists encounter—such as the Nation of
Islam, Kemetic spirituality, African mysticism, Hebrew Israelites, Black nationalism, and atheism.
Specific tools for urban apologetics and community outreach. Ultimately, Urban Apologetics applies
the gospel to black identity to show that Jesus is the only one who can restore it. This is an essential
resource to equip those doing the work of ministry and apology in urban communities with the best
available information.
  ideas for black history month at church: The International Holiday and Festival Primer
David DeRocco, Joan Dundas, Ian Zimmerman, 1996 The International Holiday & Festival Primer is a
two book series of reproducible low level ESL/EFL/Literacy reading and discussion texts. The books
are designed to help people learn about holy days and cultural festivals celebrated on this planet.
These books are a very good tool to help promote cultural awareness and cultural understanding! 17
important holy days, at least one from each major religion, are explained. The rest of the essays are
about cultural festivals, world-wide observances, national holidays, regional holidays and more.
  ideas for black history month at church: Common Core Standards and Black History
Month Pat Scales, 2014-02-04 DIVBlack History Month is a time when all Americans celebrate the
rich African American culture in our society. It was Carter G. Woodson, an African American
historian, who began a weeklong celebration, called Negro History Week, in 1926 as a way to honor
Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. Now schools, libraries, churches, and communities find
special ways to honor the contributions of African Americans during the month of February. One of
the best ways to celebrate is by reading books by and about African Americans. Virginia Hamilton’s
works are among the many children’s books that call upon readers to think about slavery, freedom,
and heritage. Through her stories, Hamilton instills cultural pride, as well as a sense of family and
the importance of friendship. Black History Month is a time to help young readers realize that these
universal themes transcend race and that through the power of story, all races are truly united./div
  ideas for black history month at church: Restoring At-Risk Communities John M. Perkins,
1996-02-01 This comprehensive handbook to urban ministry introduces and shows how to implement
a Christian community development program.
  ideas for black history month at church: Black History Month Resource Book Mary Ellen
Snodgrass, 1993 This book describes 333 activities for Black History Month, arranged in such
subject areas as art and architecture, cooking, genealogy, math, religion and ethics, sewing and
fashion, speech and drama, and storytelling. Each entry includes age or grade level or audience from
preschool to adult, a description, the procedure, a rough estimate of budget, a list of sources, and
alternative applications or activities. For example, Black Landmarks suggests organizing a display
featuring monuments significant to black history and provides a sample list. Sharing Words from
Different Worlds provides a list of Swahili terms and their meanings. Graphing Racial Data suggests
having students chart demographic data on African and African American peoples and suggests
sources for the data Several features add to the book's usefulness. An eight-page appendix lists
books, articles, publishers, films and videos, video distributors, dance ensembles, theater companies,
software packagers, computer networks, supplies, and resource centers that the editor found most
helpful in compiling this work. --From publisher's description.
  ideas for black history month at church: Educational Leadership Christa Boske,



2013-02-01 Educational Leadership: Building Bridges Among Ideas, Schools, and Nations breaks
new ground by connecting many ideas to educational leadership that have traditionally been
discussed as part of leaders’ contexts by connecting them and showing how international issues can
unite scholars and educators in action. The book draws on the authors’ extensive experiences in U.S.
public schools, research in the field of educational leadership, and programmatic practices to
prepare school leaders to commit themselves to social justice. The book provides a forum for this
important work in the ongoing conversation about equity and excellence in education, and the
role(s) leadership can assume in building bridges among ideas, people, and educational
organizations. Chapters center on creating spaces for vigorous dialogue. Authors call upon scholars
and practitioners to reconsider their intent to empower those who live on the margins. The dynamic
approaches discussed throughout the book urge school leaders, teachers, school community
members, and those who prepare administrators to look within and build bridges between
themselves and those they serve.
  ideas for black history month at church: Good News Barb Hilliard, Sandy Trimble, 2001
Designed for K-5 classrooms, these creative bulletin board ideas link Bible themes to classwork. The
authors have created 110 different concepts, with complete instructions and illustrations. Following
the school year, the bulletin boards can be used as springboards to promote discussion and as
reminders of the central message in a particular lesson. The authors have also outlined ideas for
classroom activities, suggestions for appropriate books, field trip ideas, party plans, cooperative
learning activities, and Web sites. Faith lessons are generously sprinkled throughout. A section
called Bible Heroes from A to Z provides brief retellings of heroic deeds that bring Bible heroes to
life. Even students who know their Bible well will enjoy these 5-minute short stories. The Bible has
been a teaching tool since it was written, and Good News: Thematic Bulletin Boards for Christian
Classrooms makes it easy.
  ideas for black history month at church: Encyclopedia of African American Society
Gerald D. Jaynes, 2005-02-01 Do your students or patrons ever ask you about African Americans in
sports? How about African American Academy Award winners? Or perhaps you′re asked about more
complex social issues regarding the unemployment rate among African Americans, or the number of
African American men on death row? If these questions sound familiar, the Encyclopedia of African
American Society is a must-have for your library. This two-volume reference seeks to capture the
ways in which the tenets and foundations of African American culture have given rise to today′s
society. Approaching the field from a street level perspective, these two volumes cover topics of
universal interest in America: rap music, sports, television, cinema, racism, religion, literature, and
much more. The Encyclopedia of African American Society is also the first comprehensive yet
accessible reference set in this field to give voice to the turbulent historical trends–slavery,
segregation, separate but equal–that are often ignored in favor of mere facts. This is a definitive,
reliable, and accessible entry point to learning the basics about African American society. The
encyclopedia is anchored by alphabetically arranged essays on such topics as abolitionism,
affirmative action, and the civil rights movement. More than just a who′s who, these volumes
emphasize social issues and events—those filled with significance and consequence through history.
Civil Rights, economic growth, law and justice, and politics—with all of their numerous
subcategories—receive substantial coverage. The encyclopedia naturally contains hundreds of
articles on notable African Americans (Martin Luther King, Jr., Jackie Robinson, Miles Davis),
groundbreaking events (Emancipation Proclamation, Los Angeles Riots), sports and culture (Rap
Music, Jazz), and significant heritage sites (Apollo Theater). This much needed two-volume
encyclopedia should become a staple in collections at school, public, and academic libraries. Readers
of all ages, backgrounds, and ethnic or racial groups will find fascinating material on every page.
Key Features Nearly 700 signed articles Almost 50 photographs Complete list of African Americans
in sports Halls of Fame Cross-referenced for easy links from one topic to another Reader′s guide
facilitates easy browsing for relevant articles Clear, accessible writing style appropriate for high
school and college students and interested lay readers Comprehensive index and bibliography



Topics Covered Concepts and Theories Fine Arts, Theater, and Entertainment Health and Education
History and Heritage Literature Media Movements and Events Music and Dance Organizations and
Institutions Places Politics and Policy Popular Culture Religion and Beliefs The Road to Freedom
Science, Technology, and Business Social Issues Special Populations Sports Advisory Board Sherri L.
Barnes, Davidson Library, University of California, Santa Barbara W. Maurice Shipley, Ph.D., Ohio
State University William H. Wiggins, Jr., Ph.D., Indiana University
  ideas for black history month at church: The Kids Book of Black Canadian History
Rosemary Sadlier, 2010-08 Learn the important role Black Canadian's have played, and will continue
to play, in the development of Canada.
  ideas for black history month at church: Breaking Bread bell hooks, Cornel West,
2016-11-10 In this provocative and captivating dialogue, bell hooks and Cornel West come together
to discuss the dilemmas, contradictions, and joys of Black intellectual life. The two friends and
comrades in struggle talk, argue, and disagree about everything from community to capitalism in a
series of intimate conversations that range from playful to probing to revelatory. In evoking the act
of breaking bread, the book calls upon the various traditions of sharing that take place in domestic,
secular, and sacred life where people come together to give themselves, to nurture life, to renew
their spirits, sustain their hopes, and to make a lived politics of revolutionary struggle an ongoing
practice. This 25th anniversary edition continues the dialogue with In Solidarity, their 2016
conversation at the bell hooks Institute on racism, politics, popular culture and the contemporary
Black experience.
  ideas for black history month at church: The Apprenticeship of Sin: A Journey from Promise,
Through Prison, To Purpose Pili C. Greenfield, Sr, 2017-09-12 Keenly analytical and detail-driven
writing that provides an unusually candid window to the events and influences that occurred before
he served his time and in doing so offers a prescient warning to the political leaders, non-profit
organizations, law enforcement personal, church congregations and neighborhood teachers of
today-who often struggle to understand how to stop the overlapping and never-ending cycles of
generational violence and disrupted growth that not only hold back- but ruthlessly decimate- entire
generations of African-American families and friends
  ideas for black history month at church: Doing Nothing Is No Longer an Option Jenny
Booth Potter, 2022-10-25 Jenny Booth Potter knew as a young adult that racism could no longer be
tolerated. But what exactly could she do? With candor and humility, Jenny shares her journey of
growing in awareness, reckoning with her own white privilege, and learning how to be an antiracism
advocate. For anyone overwhelmed by the enormity of racism, this book shows what everyday
antiracism looks like.
  ideas for black history month at church: Prejudice Across America James Waller, 2000 The
experiences of a teacher and his white students on a nationwide trek toward racial understanding In
1998 James Waller took twenty-one white college students from Washington state on a month-long
journey. Prejudice Across America is the record of their interaction with the American Indian, Asian
American, African American, Hispanic, and Jewish experiences nationwide. Few books have so
directly and humanly captured the moment when whites confront the realities of those living as a
minority in America. Waller reports here on this innovative and award-winning trek. In Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Chicago, Memphis, New Orleans, Birmingham, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C., his
students hear both the official story of prejudice and the street story from people living and dealing
with racism on a daily basis. Prejudice Across America is as much the journal of these travelers and
what they face as it is a sweeping, up-close survey of the nation's racial landscape. The students
walk the cheerless halls of a South Side housing project in Chicago, experience the agitated
aftermath of the Olympic Games in Atlanta, and attend a briefing with President Clinton's Initiative
on Race. All along the way, they hold wide-ranging group discussions and experience the
unpredictable adventure of traveling by train, plane, and public transit. Drawing on student journals
and on interviews with community leaders and activists throughout the country, Waller paints a
compelling and provocative portrait of the nation's prejudice. In addition, Prejudice Across America



includes analyses of the obstacles to reconciliation in each of the cities on the tour's itinerary. As
they travel, students confront the thorny issues of race in America, face down stereotypical
thoughts, prejudicial attitudes and discriminatory behaviors, and uncover more tough questions than
easy answers. As Waller and another group of students prepare for a similar trek in 2001, Prejudice
Across America will allow readers to join them in introspection and self-discovery in the urban
reality of an America where diversity isn't simply a buzzword, but a way of life. James Waller is a
professor of psychology at Whitworth College in Spokane, Washington. He has also published Face
to Face: The Changing State of Racism Across America (1998).
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