idaho museum of natural history

idaho museum of natural history stands as a pivotal institution dedicated to preserving, studying,
and showcasing the rich natural heritage of the region. Located in Pocatello, Idaho, this museum
offers a comprehensive exploration of natural history, including paleontology, anthropology, and
geology. Visitors and researchers alike can engage with extensive exhibits and collections that
reflect the diverse ecosystems and cultural history of Idaho and the greater Intermountain West. The
Idaho Museum of Natural History serves not only as an educational resource but also as a center for
scientific research and community engagement. This article delves into the museum’s history, its key
exhibits, educational programs, and its role within the scientific community. The following sections
provide an in-depth overview and practical information about the Idaho Museum of Natural History.

e History and Mission of the Idaho Museum of Natural History
 Exhibits and Collections

e Educational Programs and Community Outreach

e Research and Scientific Contributions

e Visitor Information and Facilities

History and Mission of the Idaho Museum of Natural
History

Founding and Development

The Idaho Museum of Natural History was established to serve as a repository and educational
center for the natural and cultural history of Idaho and the surrounding regions. Founded in the
mid-20th century, the museum has evolved significantly over the decades, expanding its collections,
exhibit spaces, and research capabilities. Its establishment was driven by the need to preserve
invaluable paleontological and anthropological artifacts discovered in the Intermountain West.

Mission and Vision

The museum’s core mission is to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit natural history artifacts and
specimens to foster an understanding of Idaho’s geological and cultural legacy. It aims to engage the
public, educators, and researchers through dynamic exhibits, educational programs, and community
partnerships. The vision includes being a leading regional center that promotes scientific research,
cultural awareness, and environmental stewardship.



Exhibits and Collections

Paleontology Exhibits

The Idaho Museum of Natural History boasts an extensive collection of fossils that highlight the
prehistoric life of Idaho and the Intermountain West. These exhibits feature dinosaur skeletons,
ancient marine life, and Ice Age mammals, offering visitors a glimpse into the region’s distant past.
The paleontology section is designed to educate visitors about evolutionary biology and earth
sciences through interactive displays and detailed specimen presentations.

Anthropological and Cultural Artifacts

The museum’s anthropological collection showcases artifacts from Native American cultures
indigenous to Idaho and the surrounding areas. This includes tools, pottery, and clothing that
illustrate the rich cultural heritage and historical lifestyles of the region’s early inhabitants. These
exhibits provide context for understanding the human history intertwined with Idaho’s natural
environment.

Geological and Ecological Collections

Geological exhibits at the museum include mineral specimens, rock formations, and information on
Idaho’s diverse landscapes and ecosystems. The ecological displays focus on the flora and fauna
native to Idaho, emphasizing conservation and biodiversity. These collections help visitors
appreciate the complexity and beauty of the natural world in this part of the United States.

Key Features of the Museum Collections

e Over 500,000 artifacts and specimens covering paleontology, anthropology, and geology
e Interactive exhibits for all age groups
¢ Rotating special exhibits highlighting current research and discoveries

e Educational signage and multimedia presentations to enhance visitor understanding

Educational Programs and Community Outreach



School and Youth Programs

The Idaho Museum of Natural History offers tailored educational programs for school groups,
designed to align with curriculum standards in science and social studies. These programs include
guided tours, hands-on activities, and workshops that inspire curiosity and learning about natural
history topics. Youth engagement is a priority to foster the next generation’s interest in science and
history.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regularly scheduled lectures and workshops provide opportunities for the public to learn from
experts in fields such as paleontology, archaeology, and ecology. These events enhance community
knowledge and encourage active participation in natural history conservation and research efforts.

Community Partnerships and Events

The museum collaborates with local schools, universities, and cultural organizations to expand its
outreach and impact. Special events, such as fossil digs and cultural celebrations, are organized to
engage diverse audiences and promote lifelong learning.

Research and Scientific Contributions

Scientific Research Initiatives

The Idaho Museum of Natural History plays a significant role in regional and national research
projects. Its staff and affiliated researchers conduct studies in paleontology, anthropology, and
geology that contribute to the broader scientific understanding of the Intermountain West. The
museum'’s collections serve as invaluable resources for ongoing research and discovery.

Collaborations with Academic Institutions

Partnerships with Idaho State University and other academic entities enable collaborative research,
internships, and training opportunities. These collaborations help bridge the gap between academic
research and public education, enriching both scientific inquiry and community engagement.

Publication and Dissemination of Knowledge

The museum actively publishes research findings and participates in conferences, ensuring that new
knowledge generated through its collections and studies reaches the scientific community and the
public. These efforts reinforce the museum’s standing as a reputable center for natural history
scholarship.



Visitor Information and Facilities

Location and Hours

The Idaho Museum of Natural History is conveniently located on the campus of Idaho State
University in Pocatello. It is accessible to both local residents and travelers exploring the region. The
museum maintains regular operating hours throughout the week, with special hours during holidays
and events.

Visitor Amenities

The museum offers a range of amenities to enhance the visitor experience. These include accessible
exhibit spaces, a gift shop featuring educational materials and souvenirs, and a research library
available by appointment. The facility is designed to accommodate visitors of all ages and abilities.

Admission and Group Visits

Admission fees are structured to encourage widespread access, with discounts available for
students, seniors, and groups. Educational institutions can arrange group visits with advance
scheduling to ensure tailored experiences and guided tours.

Tips for Visitors

e Check the museum’s official schedule for special exhibits and events before planning a visit
e Allow at least two hours to fully explore the permanent and temporary exhibits
e Participate in educational programs to maximize learning opportunities

e Utilize guided tours for in-depth understanding of the collections

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main exhibits at the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?
The Idaho Museum of Natural History features exhibits on regional archaeology, paleontology,

geology, and natural history, including dinosaur fossils, Native American artifacts, and displays
about the Snake River Plain.



Where is the Idaho Museum of Natural History located?

The Idaho Museum of Natural History is located on the campus of Idaho State University in
Pocatello, Idaho.

What are the opening hours of the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?
The museum is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM, and closed on

Sundays and Mondays. Hours may vary on holidays, so checking the official website before visiting is
recommended.

Are there any special events or programs at the Idaho Museum
of Natural History?

Yes, the museum hosts a variety of special events, educational programs, workshops, and temporary
exhibits throughout the year aimed at engaging visitors of all ages.

Is the Idaho Museum of Natural History suitable for children?

Absolutely, the museum offers interactive exhibits and educational programs designed to be family-
friendly and engaging for children.

How much does it cost to visit the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?

Admission prices are generally affordable, often with free entry for Idaho State University students
and children under a certain age. It's best to check the museum’s website for the most current
admission fees.

Can visitors participate in fossil digs or archaeological
activities at the Idaho Museum of Natural History?

The museum occasionally offers volunteer opportunities and special programs where visitors can
learn about paleontology and archaeology, including supervised fossil digs or artifact handling
sessions.

Does the Idaho Museum of Natural History have a gift shop?

Yes, the museum features a gift shop where visitors can purchase educational books, souvenirs, and
unique items related to natural history and regional culture.

How can I support or donate to the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?

Supporters can donate online through the museum’s website, become members, or participate in
fundraising events to help support the museum’s exhibits, research, and educational programs.



Additional Resources

1. Exploring the Idaho Museum of Natural History: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the exhibits and collections housed within the Idaho Museum of
Natural History. It provides visitors with detailed descriptions of the museum’s key displays,
including paleontology, anthropology, and regional natural history. Richly illustrated, it serves as
both a guidebook and an educational resource.

2. Fossils of Idaho: Discoveries from the Idaho Museum of Natural History

Focusing on the museum’s extensive fossil collection, this book explores the prehistoric life that
once inhabited the region. It highlights significant paleontological finds and explains their
importance in understanding Idaho’s ancient ecosystems. This volume is perfect for fossil
enthusiasts and students alike.

3. Cultural Treasures of Idaho: Artifacts and Stories from the Museum of Natural History

Delve into the rich cultural heritage of Idaho through the museum’s anthropological exhibits. This
book showcases Native American artifacts, early settler items, and historical narratives that reveal
the diverse human history of the area. It provides context and background to the museum’s cultural
collections.

4. Wildlife of the Gem State: Natural History Exhibits at the Idaho Museum

Highlighting the flora and fauna of Idaho, this book complements the museum’s natural history
exhibits. It features detailed descriptions and photographs of native species, their habitats, and
ecological significance. Readers gain a greater appreciation for Idaho’s biodiversity and
conservation efforts.

5. Geology of Idaho: Insights from the Museum of Natural History

This volume explores Idaho’s unique geological formations as presented in the museum'’s exhibits. It
explains the state’s volcanic activity, mountain-building processes, and mineral resources. The book
is designed for geology students, educators, and curious readers interested in earth sciences.

6. Interactive Learning at the Idaho Museum of Natural History

Focusing on the educational programs and interactive exhibits, this book highlights how the museum
engages visitors of all ages. It discusses hands-on activities, workshops, and special events that
promote learning about natural history in an accessible way. Ideal for educators and families
planning a visit.

7. Preserving the Past: Conservation Efforts at the Idaho Museum of Natural History

This book details the museum’s role in preserving Idaho’s natural and cultural heritage. It covers
conservation techniques, restoration projects, and the challenges faced in maintaining delicate
artifacts and specimens. Readers will appreciate the behind-the-scenes efforts that keep the
museum’s collections intact.

8. Idaho’s Ice Age: Exhibits from the Museum of Natural History

Explore the Ice Age period through the museum’s specialized exhibits focusing on glaciers,
megafauna, and climate changes in Idaho. The book provides scientific insights into how the Ice Age
shaped the region’s landscape and ecosystems. Illustrated with fossil images and reconstructions, it
offers a fascinating glimpse into the past.

9. The Story of the Idaho Museum of Natural History: History and Development
This book traces the founding, growth, and evolution of the Idaho Museum of Natural History. It



highlights key moments, influential figures, and the museum’s expanding role in education and
research. A must-read for those interested in institutional history and museum studies.
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much of which is innovative in the field of palaeontology. For instance, whereas earlier
palaeontological studies emphasized basic morphologic description and taxonomic classification,
modern studies attempt to examine the role and nature of dinosaurs as living animals. More than
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blocks of knowledge, including facts about dinosaur anatomy and taxonomic relationships. One of
the purposes of this volume is to unravel some of the problems surrounding dinosaur systematics
and to increase our understanding of dinosaurs as a biological species. Dinosaur Systematics
presents a current overview of dinosaur systematics using various examples to explore what is a
species in a dinosaur, what separates genders in dinosaurs, what morphological changes occur with
maturation of a species, and what morphological variations occur within a species.
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Alabama ¢ Arkansas ¢ Florida ¢ Georgia ¢ Kentucky ¢ Louisiana ¢ Mississippi * Missouri * North
Carolina * South Carolina ¢ Tennessee ¢ Virginia * West Virginia Whether you're digging for the
first time or are an experienced rockhound or “prospector,” with a simple rock hammer and a little
luck, you too can strike it rich ... or at the very least, have fun trying. This guide offers you
easy-to-use information on the ins and outs of “fee dig” mining, complete with locations, costs, tips
on technique, entertaining legends and important information on everything from safety kits to the
location of the nearest restrooms. Included are resources for use in identifying your finds, exploring
the lapidary arts, and further pursuing an exciting—and possibly profitable—hobby. Equipment and
Clothing: What you need and where to find it (or how to make it yourself). Mining Techniques:
Step-by-step instructions on panning for gold, sluicing for gems and other methods. Gem and
Mineral Sites: Directions and maps, hours, fees and equipment needed. Also includes info on guide
services, local camping facilities and more. Museums and Mine Tours: Where to visit commercial
and historical mines, as well as museums with exhibits of gems and minerals (for help in learning
what to look for). Special Events and Tourist Information: Listings of regional events involving gems
and minerals, and sources of general travel and tourism information for every state. Other Features:
Where to find your birthstone ... your anniversary stone ... your zodiac stone; Index by State; Index
by Gem/Mineral; U.S. State Gems & Minerals Chart; and more!

idaho museum of natural history: Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science
National Science Resources Center of the National Academy of Sciences and the Smithsonian
Institution, 1996-04-28 What activities might a teacher use to help children explore the life cycle of
butterflies? What does a science teacher need to conduct a leaf safari for students? Where can
children safely enjoy hands-on experience with life in an estuary? Selecting resources to teach
elementary school science can be confusing and difficult, but few decisions have greater impact on
the effectiveness of science teaching. Educators will find a wealth of information and expert
guidance to meet this need in Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science. A completely
revised edition of the best-selling resource guide Science for Children: Resources for Teachers, this
new book is an annotated guide to hands-on, inquiry-centered curriculum materials and sources of
help in teaching science from kindergarten through sixth grade. (Companion volumes for middle and
high school are planned.) The guide annotates about 350 curriculum packages, describing the
activities involved and what students learn. Each annotation lists recommended grade levels,
accompanying materials and kits or suggested equipment, and ordering information. These 400
entries were reviewed by both educators and scientists to ensure that they are accurate and current
and offer students the opportunity to: Ask questions and find their own answers. Experiment
productively. Develop patience, persistence, and confidence in their own ability to solve real
problems. The entries in the curriculum section are grouped by scientific areaa€Life Science, Earth
Science, Physical Science, and Multidisciplinary and Applied Sciencea€and by typea€core materials,
supplementary materials, and science activity books. Additionally, a section of references for
teachers provides annotated listings of books about science and teaching, directories and guides to
science trade books, and magazines that will help teachers enhance their students' science
education. Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science also lists by region and state about
600 science centers, museums, and zoos where teachers can take students for interactive science
experiences. Annotations highlight almost 300 facilities that make significant efforts to help
teachers. Another section describes more than 100 organizations from which teachers can obtain
more resources. And a section on publishers and suppliers give names and addresses of sources for
materials. The guide will be invaluable to teachers, principals, administrators, teacher trainers,
science curriculum specialists, and advocates of hands-on science teaching, and it will be of interest
to parent-teacher organizations and parents.

idaho museum of natural history: Restoring a Presence Peter Nabokov, Lawrence Loendorf,
2016-01-18 Placing American Indians in the center of the story, Restoring a Presence relates an
entirely new history of Yellowstone National Park. Although new laws have been enacted giving
American Indians access to resources on public lands, Yellowstone historically has excluded Indians



and their needs from its mission. Each of the other flagship national parks—Glacier, Yosemite, Mesa
Verde, and Grand Canyon—has had successful long-term relationships with American Indian groups
even as it has sought to emulate Yellowstone in other dimensions of national park administration. In
the first comprehensive account of Indians in and around Yellowstone, Peter Nabokov and Lawrence
Loendorf seek to correct this administrative disparity. Drawing from archaeological records, Indian
testimony, tribal archives, and collections of early artifacts from the Park, the authors trace the
interactions of nearly a dozen Indian groups with each of Yellowstone’s four geographic regions.
Restoring a Presence is illustrated with historical and contemporary photographs and maps and
features narratives on subjects ranging from traditional Indian uses of plant, mineral, and animal
resources to conflicts involving the Nez Perce, Bannock, and Sheep Eater peoples. By considering
the many roles Indians have played in the complex history of the Yellowstone region, authors
Nabokov and Loendorf provide a basis on which the National Park Service and other federal
agencies can develop more effective relationships with Indian groups in the Yellowstone region.

idaho museum of natural history: Clovis Ashley M. Smallwood, Thomas A. Jennings,
2014-12-08 New research and the discovery of multiple archaeological sites predating the
established age of Clovis (13,000 years ago) provide evidence that the Americas were first colonized
at least one thousand to two thousand years before Clovis. These revelations indicate to researchers
that the peopling of the Americas was perhaps a more complex process than previously thought. The
Clovis culture remains the benchmark for chronological, technological, and adaptive comparisons in
research on peopling of the Americas. In Clovis: On the Edge of a New Understanding, volume
editors Ashley Smallwood and Thomas Jennings bring together the work of many researchers
actively studying the Clovis complex. The contributing authors presented earlier versions of these
chapters at the Clovis: Current Perspectives on Chronology, Technology, and Adaptations
symposium held at the 2011 Society for American Archaeology meetings in Sacramento, California.
In seventeen chapters, the researchers provide their current perspectives of the Clovis
archaeological record as they address the question: What is and what is not Clovis?

idaho museum of natural history: Northeast Treasure Hunter's Gem & Mineral Guide (5th
Edition) Kathy J. Rygle, Stephen F. Pedersen, 2011-06-02 Learn Where & How to Dig, Pan and Mine
Your Own Gems & Minerals NORTHEAST Connecticut Delaware District of Columbia Indiana Illinois
Maine Massachusetts Maryland Michigan New Hampshire New Jersey New York Ohio Pennsylvania
Rhode Island Vermont Wisconsin Whether you're digging for the first time or are an experienced
rockhound or “prospector,” with a simple rock hammer and a little luck, you too can strike it rich ...
or at the very least, have fun trying. This guide offers you easy-to-use information on the ins and outs
of “fee dig” mining, complete with locations, costs, tips on technique, entertaining legends and
important information on everything from safety kits to the location of the nearest restrooms.
Included are resources for use in identifying your finds, exploring the lapidary arts, and further
pursuing an exciting—and possibly profitable—hobby. Equipment and Clothing: What you need and
where to find it (or how to make it yourself). Mining Techniques: Step-by-step instructions on
panning for gold, sluicing for gems and other methods. Gem and Mineral Sites: Directions and maps,
hours, fees and equipment needed. Also includes info on guide services, local camping facilities and
more. Museums and Mine Tours: Where to visit commercial and historical mines, as well as
museums with exhibits of gems and minerals (for help in learning what to look for). Special Events
and Tourist Information: Listings of regional events involving gems and minerals, and sources of
general travel and tourism information for every state. Other Features: Where to find your
birthstone ... your anniversary stone ... your zodiac stone; Index by State; Index by Gem/Mineral;
U.S. State Gems & Minerals Chart; and more!

idaho museum of natural history: Adult Museum Programs Bonnie Sachatello-Sawyer,
Robert A. Fellenz, Hanly Burton, Laura Gittings-Carlson, Janet Lewis-Mahony, 2002-09-10 Bonnie
Sachatello-Sawyer and her co-authors have taken an important study and turned it into an
intriguing, readable, and practical book. Adult learners provide a unique opportunity for museum
educators. But what are adult learners looking for? What motivates them to take a class or attend a



museum-sponsored activity? What do planners and instructors need to know to maximize the
experience for participants? The authors analyzed a wide variety of programs from the perspective
of planners, instructors, and participants. They discovered what works and what doesn't, and they've
distilled this knowledge into twelve basic steps you can use to design truly meaningful experiences
for your museum's adult programs. Visit the authors' web page

idaho museum of natural history: Special Isotope Separation Project Construction &
Operation Using Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope Technology (ID,WA,SC) , 1988

idaho museum of natural history: 50 States, 5,000 Ideas National Geographic, Joe Yogerst,
2019-09-04 This richly illustrated book from the travel experts at National Geographic showcases
the best travel experiences in every state, from the obvious to the unexpected. Sites include national
parks, beaches, hotels, Civil War battlefields, dude ranches, out-of-the-way museums, and more.
You'll discover the world's longest yard sale in Tennessee, swamp tours in Louisiana, dinosaur trails
in Colorado, America's oldest street in NYC, and the best spot to watch for sea otters on the central
California coast. Each entry provides detailed travel information as well as fascinating facts about
each state that will help fuel your wanderlust and ensure the best vacation possible. In addition to
50 states in the U.S., the book includes a section on the Canadian provinces and territories.

idaho museum of natural history: Caribou-Targhee National Forest (N.F.), Caribou
Sheep Allotment Management Plan Revision , 2004

idaho museum of natural history: Fossil Frogs and Toads of North America ]J. Alan
Holman, 2003-12-25 The heart of this book consists of detailed systematic accounts of the known
fossil frogs and toads (anurans) of North America and their localities. Extinct fossil frogs and toads
are fully discussed and illustrated, and in some cases are re-diagnosed and re-described. For fossil
taxa still living, the book gives the modern characteristics, ecological attributes, and modern ranges,
and includes illustrations of diagnostic skeletal elements. The volume begins with an overview of the
anurans and anuran studies, a general account of the skeleton and bones, and a discussion of the
early evolution of the Anura, along with the formal classification of anuran taxonomic groups found
in the North American fossil record. The third part of the book presents an epoch-by-epoch
discussion of Mesozoic, Tertiary, and Pleistocene anurans, the classification and phylogeny of the
anurans, and a comprehensive list of references.
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