
ideal culture in sociology

ideal culture in sociology is a fundamental concept that helps explain the values, norms,
and beliefs that a society professes to uphold. It represents the standards and principles
that members of a society claim to follow and aspire to, often contrasting with the actual
behaviors and practices observed in everyday life. Understanding the ideal culture in
sociology provides insight into social expectations, moral codes, and cultural aspirations.
This article explores the definition and significance of ideal culture, its relationship with
real culture, and its role in shaping social behavior and institutions. Additionally, the
discussion includes examples and critiques to present a comprehensive view of how ideal
culture functions within sociological frameworks. Readers will gain a thorough
understanding of key sociological theories and the practical implications of ideal culture in
societal analysis.
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Definition and Concept of Ideal Culture in
Sociology
The concept of ideal culture in sociology refers to the set of values, norms, and ethical
standards that a society publicly endorses and aspires to uphold. It represents the cultural
ideals that individuals and groups claim to follow, often found in legal codes, religious
teachings, and moral philosophies. Ideal culture serves as a blueprint for what is
considered acceptable, desirable, and proper behavior within a community. It functions as
a normative guide, shaping the collective conscience and influencing social expectations.
By studying ideal culture, sociologists can identify the aspirational goals of a society and
the principles that shape social cohesion and identity. This concept is integral in
understanding how cultures articulate their sense of morality and social order.

Distinction Between Ideal Culture and Real
Culture
In sociology, it is essential to distinguish between ideal culture and real culture to grasp
the complexities of social life. While ideal culture represents the values and norms that a



society professes, real culture refers to the actual behaviors, practices, and customs
observed among its members. The discrepancy between these two aspects often reveals
contradictions and tensions within a society. Real culture reflects how people behave in
practice, which can diverge significantly from the ideals they publicly endorse. This gap is
critical for sociologists analyzing social problems, conflicts, and changes.

Characteristics of Ideal Culture
Ideal culture is characterized by its prescriptive nature and aspirational qualities. It
embodies the moral and ethical standards that members of a society believe they ought to
follow. These characteristics include:

Normative guidelines for behavior

Explicit moral values

Social expectations and cultural ideals

Often codified in laws or religious doctrines

Serves as a benchmark for judging behavior

Characteristics of Real Culture
Real culture, in contrast, describes the actual conduct and social practices prevalent in a
society. It includes:

Observed behaviors and customs

Everyday social interactions

Deviations from societal norms

Informal practices and traditions

Reflects social realities and challenges

Functions and Importance of Ideal Culture
Ideal culture plays several vital functions in the organization and stability of societies. It
establishes a framework for social order by defining what is considered morally right and
socially acceptable. By setting standards, ideal culture helps to regulate individual
behavior and promote conformity, reducing social conflicts and fostering cohesion.
Furthermore, it provides a sense of identity and unity by articulating shared values and



collective goals. Ideal culture also serves as a mechanism for social control, encouraging
compliance through socialization, education, and legal institutions. In addition, it inspires
social change by offering a vision of a better society that motivates reform and progress.

Social Cohesion and Order
Ideal culture contributes to social cohesion by creating common values and norms that
bind members of a community together. It reduces ambiguity about acceptable behavior
and promotes predictability in social interactions.

Guidance for Social Behavior
By delineating the ideal standards, societies guide individuals on how to act appropriately,
facilitating cooperation and mutual understanding.

Basis for Legal and Moral Systems
Many legal codes and moral systems are grounded in the ideals that a society upholds,
linking law with cultural values.

Examples of Ideal Culture in Different Societies
Ideal culture manifests differently across societies, reflecting unique historical, religious,
and social contexts. Examining examples helps illustrate its diversity and impact.

American Ideal Culture
In the United States, ideal culture emphasizes values such as freedom, equality,
individualism, and democracy. These ideals are enshrined in foundational documents like
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Despite challenges and
contradictions in practice, these values serve as guiding principles for social and political
life.

Confucian Ideal Culture in East Asia
Confucianism shapes the ideal culture in many East Asian societies, emphasizing filial
piety, respect for authority, social harmony, and education. These ideals influence family
structures, social roles, and governance, promoting a hierarchical but cohesive social
order.



Religious Ideal Cultures
Many societies base their ideal culture on religious teachings. For example, Islamic ideal
culture revolves around principles outlined in the Quran and Hadith, including justice,
charity, and community solidarity. Similarly, Christian ideal culture often highlights love,
forgiveness, and moral righteousness.

Critiques and Limitations of the Ideal Culture
Concept
While ideal culture is a useful analytical tool, it has limitations and has faced critiques
within sociological discourse. One significant critique is that ideal culture may obscure the
realities of inequality, power dynamics, and social conflict by focusing on aspirational
values rather than lived experiences. It can also be used to legitimize existing social
structures by portraying them as morally justified, even when they perpetuate
discrimination or oppression. Additionally, the gap between ideal and real culture may
create social tensions, disillusionment, or hypocrisy, complicating efforts to achieve social
change. Lastly, the concept sometimes overlooks cultural diversity and the multiplicity of
values within complex societies.

Obscuring Social Inequalities
Focusing on ideal culture can mask systemic inequalities by emphasizing consensus and
shared values without addressing underlying social divisions.

Potential for Hypocrisy
The divergence between ideal culture and real culture can lead to accusations of hypocrisy
when societal members fail to live up to proclaimed ideals.

Challenges in Multicultural Societies
In culturally diverse societies, multiple ideal cultures may coexist, making it difficult to
define a singular set of societal ideals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of ideal culture in sociology?
Ideal culture refers to the values, norms, and beliefs that a society professes to hold and
considers desirable, representing the standards and goals that members of the society
strive to achieve.



How does ideal culture differ from real culture?
Ideal culture represents the values and norms a society claims to uphold, while real
culture refers to the actual behaviors, practices, and norms that occur in everyday life,
which may not always align with the ideal.

Why is the concept of ideal culture important in
sociology?
Ideal culture helps sociologists understand societal goals, values, and norms that guide
behavior, and it provides a benchmark to analyze discrepancies between what a society
aspires to and what it actually practices.

Can you provide examples of ideal culture in modern
societies?
Examples of ideal culture include values like equality, justice, freedom, and honesty, which
many societies claim to uphold as ideals despite variations in actual practice.

How does ideal culture influence social behavior?
Ideal culture shapes social behavior by setting expectations and norms that individuals are
encouraged to follow, guiding choices and interactions even if real behavior sometimes
deviates.

What role does ideal culture play in social change?
Ideal culture can inspire social change by providing a vision of how society should be,
motivating movements and reforms aimed at aligning real culture more closely with these
ideals.

How is ideal culture transmitted within a society?
Ideal culture is transmitted through socialization processes including family upbringing,
education, media, religion, and other institutions that teach and reinforce societal values
and norms.

What challenges arise when there is a significant gap
between ideal and real culture?
A large gap between ideal and real culture can lead to social tension, cynicism,
disillusionment, and conflicts as people recognize inconsistencies between societal values
and actual practices.



Additional Resources
1. Ideals and Realities: Understanding Ideal Culture in Sociology
This book explores the concept of ideal culture as the set of values, norms, and beliefs that
a society aspires to uphold. It contrasts ideal culture with real culture, which represents
the actual behaviors and practices within a society. Through various sociological theories
and case studies, the author examines how ideal culture shapes social expectations and
influences social change.

2. The Fabric of Society: Ideal Culture and Social Norms
Focusing on the role of ideal culture in the construction of social norms, this book delves
into how collective ideals guide individual and group behavior. The text highlights the
tensions between ideal culture and everyday social realities, emphasizing the impact on
social cohesion and conflict. It also discusses how ideal culture evolves in response to
social movements and cultural shifts.

3. Values and Visions: The Sociology of Ideal Culture
This work provides a comprehensive overview of how ideal culture reflects the core values
of a society. It investigates the processes through which ideal culture is communicated
and maintained, including education, media, and institutions. The author also analyzes the
discrepancies between ideal cultural values and actual social practices, offering insights
into social inequality and reform.

4. Constructing Perfection: Ideal Culture in Modern Societies
The book examines the pursuit of perfection through ideal culture in contemporary
societies. It discusses how ideal cultural standards influence individual identity and social
roles, often creating pressures to conform. Case studies illustrate the consequences of
these ideals on mental health, social integration, and cultural diversity.

5. Between Norms and Reality: A Study of Ideal Culture
This text investigates the gap between societal ideals and real-life behaviors, providing a
critical analysis of ideal culture's role in social regulation. It explores how ideal culture
serves as a benchmark for evaluating social conduct and the implications of its failure to
be realized. The book also addresses the sociological significance of ideal culture in
maintaining social order.

6. Imagined Communities: Ideal Culture and Social Identity
Drawing on theories of social identity, this book explores the relationship between ideal
culture and the formation of collective identities. It demonstrates how ideal cultural
narratives foster a sense of belonging and shared purpose. The author also discusses the
challenges posed by multiculturalism and globalization to maintaining cohesive ideal
cultures.

7. Normative Visions: The Role of Ideal Culture in Social Change
This work focuses on ideal culture as a driving force behind social change and reform
movements. It highlights how ideals inspire activism and policy transformations by setting
aspirational goals. The book analyzes historical and contemporary examples where shifts
in ideal culture have led to significant social advancements.

8. The Power of Ideals: Culture, Morality, and Social Structure
Exploring the intersection of culture and morality, this book argues that ideal culture



embodies the moral foundations of societies. It examines how these ideals influence social
institutions and power relations. The author also addresses the conflicts that arise when
competing ideal cultures coexist within a single society.

9. Shaping Society: Ideal Culture and Socialization Processes
This book investigates the role of ideal culture in socialization, focusing on how individuals
internalize societal expectations. It discusses the mechanisms through which ideal culture
is transmitted across generations, including family, education, and media. The text also
considers the implications of changing ideal cultures on individual development and social
stability.
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  ideal culture in sociology: Sociology On Culture Marshall Battani, John R. Hall, Mary Jo Neitz,
2004-06-02 Culture has become a touchstone of interdisciplinary conversation. For readers
interested in sociology, the social sciences and the humanities, this book maps major classical and
contemporary analyses and cultural controversies in relation to social processes, everyday life, and
axes of ordering and difference - such as race, class and gender. Hall, Neitz, and Battani discuss:
self and identity stratification the Other the cultural histories of modernity and postmodernity
production of culture the problem of the audience action, social movements, and change. The
authors advocate cultivating the sociological imagination by engaging myriad languages and
perspectives of the social sciences and humanities, while cultivating cultural studies by developing
the sociological imagination. Paying little respect to boundaries, and incorporating fascinating
examples, this book draws on diverse intellectual perspectives and a variety of topics from various
historical periods and regions of the world.
  ideal culture in sociology: A Sociology of Culture, Taste and Value S. Stewart, 2013-11-26
This book explores sociological debates in relation to culture, taste and value. It argues that
sociology can contribute to debates about aesthetic value and to an understanding of how people
evaluate.
  ideal culture in sociology: Discover Sociology: Core Concepts Daina S. Eglitis, William J.
Chambliss, 2017-11-30 Discover Sociology: Core Concepts explores sociology as a discipline of
curious minds, with the theoretical, conceptual, and empirical tools needed to understand, analyze,
and even change the world—all in a more streamlined format. It is adapted from Discover Sociology,
Third Edition and offers in-depth coverage of 12 high-priority topics that are at the core of almost all
introductory sociology courses. Core Concepts maintains its reader-friendly narrative and the
hallmark themes of the parent book, including the unequal distribution of power in society
(“Inequality Matters”), the sociological imagination (“Private Lives, Public Issues”), and career skills
(“What Can I Do With a Sociology Degree?”). A new feature, “Discover and Debate,” shows students
how to take effective, evidence-based positions on important social issues, and how to argue in a
respectful manner that recognizes the value of different perspectives. Also available as a digital
option (courseware). Contact your rep to learn more about Discover Sociology: Core Concepts -
Vantage Digital Option.
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  ideal culture in sociology: UGC NET Paper 2 _ Sociology Volume - 2 Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-03-02 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  ideal culture in sociology: Discover Sociology William J. Chambliss, Daina S. Eglitis,
2019-01-02 The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. What key social forces construct and transform our
lives as individuals and as members of society? How does our social world shape us? How do we
shape our world? Discover Sociology presents sociology as a discipline of curious minds. The authors
inspire curiosity about the social world and empower students by providing the theoretical,
conceptual, and empirical tools they need to understand, analyze, and even change the world in
which they live. Organized around four main themes—The Sociological Imagination, Power and
Inequality, Technological Transformations of Society, and Globalization—the book illuminates the
social roots of diverse phenomena and institutions, ranging from poverty and deviance to capitalism
and the nuclear family. Behind the Numbers features illustrate the practical side of sociology and
shows students how to be critical consumers of social science data reported in the media. And every
chapter addresses the question, What can I do with a sociology degree? by linking the knowledge
and skills acquired through studying sociology with specific jobs and career paths. A Complete
Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Vantage Digital Option Engage, Learn, Soar with SAGE
Vantage, an intuitive digital platform that delivers Discover Sociology, Fourth Edition textbook
content in a learning experience carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical
thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers easy course set-up and enables students
to better prepare for class. Assignable Video Assignable Video (available on the SAGE Vantage
platform) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life
and appeal to different learning styles. . SAGE Coursepacks FREE! Easily import our quality
instructor and student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and
save time. . SAGE Edge FREE online resources for students that make learning easier. . SAGE
course outcomes: Measure Results, Track Success Outlined in your text and mapped to chapter
learning objectives, SAGE course outcomes are crafted with specific course outcomes in mind and
vetted by advisors in the field. .
  ideal culture in sociology: SOCIOLOGY NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2023-12-11 If you need a free
PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com,
and I'll send you a copy! THE SOCIOLOGY MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE SOCIOLOGY MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR SOCIOLOGY KNOWLEDGE
AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS.
THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT
EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  ideal culture in sociology: Social Science and the Christian Scriptures, Volume 2 Anthony J.
Blasi, 2017-04-13 Sociologist Anthony Blasi analyzes early Christianity using multiple social
scientific theories, including those of Max Weber, Georg Simmel, Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci, Max
Scheler, Alfred Schutz, and contemporary theorists. He investigates the canonical New Testament
books as representative of early Christianity, a sample based on usage, and he takes the books in the
chronological order in which they were written. The result is a series of stills that depict the



movement at different stages in its development. His approaches, often neglected in New Testament
studies, include such sociological subfields as sect theory, the routinization of charisma, conflict,
stratification theory, stigma, the sociology of knowledge, new religions, the sociology of secrecy,
marginality, liminality, syncretism, the social role of intellectuals, the poor person as a type, the sick
role, degradation ceremonies, populism, the sociology of migration, the sociology of time, mergers,
the sociology of law, and the sociology of written communication. Needing to treat the New
Testament text as social data, Blasi uses his background in biblical studies and a review of a vast
literature to establish the chronology of the compositions of the New Testament books and to
present the data in a new translation that is accessible to non-specialists.
  ideal culture in sociology: Sociology: A Down to Earth Approach James M Henslin, Adam M
Possamai, Alphia L Possamai-Inesedy, Tim Marjoribanks, Katriona Elder, 2015-05-20 James Henslin
has always been able to share the excitement of sociology, with his acclaimed down-to-earth
approach and personal writing style that highlight the sociology of everyday life and its relevance to
students' lives. Adapted for students studying within Australia, this text, now in a second edition, has
been made even more relevant and engaging to students. With wit, personal reflection, and
illuminating examples, the local author team share their passion for sociology, promote sociology to
students and entice them to delve deeper into this exciting science. Six central themes run
throughout this text: down-to-earth sociology, globalisation, cultural diversity, critical thinking, the
new technology, and the growing influence of the mass media on our lives. These themes are
especially useful for introducing the controversial topics that make studying sociology such a lively,
exciting activity.
  ideal culture in sociology: The Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of Culture Mark D.
Jacobs, Nancy Weiss Hanrahan, 2016-09-26 This collection of original, state-of-the-art essays by
prominent international scholars covers the most important issues comprising the sociology of
culture. Provides an invaluable reference resource to all interested in the cultural structures and
processes that animate contemporary life Contains 27 essays on the most important issues
comprising the sociology of culture, including art, science, religions, race, class, gender, collective
memory, institutions, and citizenship Reflects and analyzes the “cultural turn” that has transformed
scholarship in the social sciences and humanities.
  ideal culture in sociology: The Idea of Culture in the Social Sciences Louis Schneider,
Charles M. Bonjean,
  ideal culture in sociology: Sociology For Dummies Jay Gabler, 2021-02-10 Understand how
society works—and how to make it better It’s impossible to exist in the contemporary world without
being aware that powerful social forces, ideas, and movements—#MeToo, climate change, and Black
Lives Matter to name just a few—are having far-reaching impacts on how we think and live. But why
are they happening? And what are their likely effects? The new edition of Sociology For Dummies
gives you the tools to step back from your personal experience and study these questions objectively,
testing the observable phenomena of the human world against established theories and making
usable sense of the results. In a friendly, jargon-free style, sociologist and broadcaster Jay Gabler
introduces you to sociology’s history and basic methods, and—once you have your sociological lens
adjusted—makes it clear how to survey the big questions of culture, gender, ethnicity, religion,
politics, and crime with new eyes. You’ll find everything you need to succeed in an introductory
sociology class, as well as to apply sociological ideas to give you extra insight into your personal and
professional life. Get a working knowledge of Sociology 101 Understand how human communities
work Engage more deeply with debates on social justice, healthcare, and more Interpret and use
sociological methods and research Whether you’re studying sociology at school or just want to gain
deeper insight into our collective life, Sociology For Dummies gives you the tools to understand the
mechanisms of the human world—and the knowledge to influence how they work for the better.
  ideal culture in sociology: Introductory Sociology Gerald R. Leslie, Richard F. Larson,
Benjamin L. Gorman, 1976
  ideal culture in sociology: An Essay on Culture Bennett M. Berger, 2024-06-04 The result of



thirty-five years of thought and research on culture by one of the best and most literate writers in
sociology, this wide-ranging review of the meaning and study of culture is Bennett Berger at his
best. Drawing on his unsurpassed knowledge of the scholarly literature and on his wealth of
personal experience, Berger reviews and synthesizes recent work in cultural sociology from a
materialist perspective. An Essay on Culture culminates in a call for an empirical research program
focused on the relation between symbolic choices and social locations, rather than on interpretive
accounts of the meanings of texts or performances. Among his unusual insights are a defense of
reductionism, sympathetic accounts of peer pressure and special interests, an attempt to restore
some dignity to the word “ideology,” and a fresh perspective on conspiracy theory. Scholars and
students of culture will find here stunning discussions and theoretical insights on ideological work,
morality and culture, and on the relations between social structure and cultural structure. This title
is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1995.
  ideal culture in sociology: Handbook of Sociology and Human Rights David L. Brunsma, Keri
E. Lyall Smith, Brian K Gran, 2015-10-23 Long the province of international law, human rights now
enjoys a renaissance of studies and new perspectives from the social sciences. This landmark book is
the first to synthesize and comprehensively evaluate this body of work. It fosters an
interdisciplinary, international, and critical engagement both in the social study of human rights and
the establishment of a human rights approach throughout the field of sociology. Sociological
perspectives bring new questions to the interdisciplinary study of human rights, as amply illustrated
in this book. The Handbook is indispensable to any interdisciplinary collection on human rights or on
sociology. This text: Brings new perspectives to the study of human rights in an interdisciplinary
fashion. Offers state-of-the-art summaries, critical discussions of established human rights
paradigms, and a host of new insights and further research directions. Fosters a comprehensive
human rights approach to sociology, topically representing all 45 sections of the American
Sociological Association.
  ideal culture in sociology: Culture Change in India B. K. Nagla, Kameshwar Choudhary,
2024-03-05 This book studies the different dimensions of culture change in India. It covers important
strands of the ancient and modern intellectual traditions of India and the socio-cultural changes that
the country underwent during the colonial, post-independence modernization, and globalization
periods in the country. In this context, the authors examine some of the major aspects of culture
change observed at the institutional level across the country. They also touch upon cultural diversity
and multiculturalism in India and Europe, as well as the dilemmas faced by diasporic Indians in
North America. Lucid and topical, this book will be an essential read for students and scholars of
sociology, sociology of culture, history, political science, cultural anthropology, Indian sociology,
social anthropology, cultural studies, and South Asian studies.
  ideal culture in sociology: Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory Seth Abrutyn,
2016-06-22 This Handbook provides the hidden common threads that tie sociological inquiry
together and featuring eminent scholars, it separates itself from its predecessors in substance and
organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly gazing at the past, this book presents
sociologists with new ways of conceptualizing the organization and presentation of sociological
theory. At the heart of this Handbook’s vision is the twin goals of making theory a viable enterprise
by reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory closely tied to its empirical
applications. Three strategies are offered: (1) Elucidating how classic issues like integration or
interaction are interrogated today; (2) Presenting a coherent vision of the social levels of reality that
theorists work on such as communities, groups, and the self as well as how the coherence of these
levels speaks to the macro-micro link; and, (3) Theorizing the social world rather than celebrating
theorists or theories; that is, one can look at how theory is used holistically to understand the
constraints the social world places on our lived experience or the dynamics of social change. Hence,



in the second decade of the 21st century, it has become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the
number of theorists and amount of theory available is increasingly unmanageable and unknowable
by the vast majority of professionals and students. As such, this Handbook of Contemporary
Sociological Theory presents the novice and the expert with the a roadmap for traversing this
crossroad and building a more coherent, robust, and cumulative sociology.
  ideal culture in sociology: Sociology in Action (Routledge Revivals) Christopher G. A.
Bryant, 2013-09-13 This book, first published in 1976, discusses four classical paradigms for
sociology – the positivism of Saint-Simon and Comte, Durkheim, Marx and Weber – and four
contemporary developments or revisions of them – the sociologie active of Dumazedier and his
colleagues in France, sociology in Socialist Poland, the work of Dahrendorf and the ‘new sociology’
of Mills and his successors. Christopher Bryant suggests that no neutral language exists in which to
compare the characteristics of these different paradigms, yet highlights those features which are
common to all of them. Unique in its approach and analysis of the relationship between sociology
and action, this book is of value and interest to students of sociology and theory and professional
sociologists.
  ideal culture in sociology: Our Social World Jeanne H. Ballantine, Keith A. Roberts,
2011-10-26 In this brief text, two leaders of the Teaching Sociology movement encourage students’
development of their sociological imaginations through role-taking. Assuming the role of a child
living in poverty in India or of a member of an African tribe, students learn to re-envision their global
society. An innovative, integrated framework provides core sociological concepts, while features
such as Contributing to Our Social World enable students to “do” public sociology. Our Social World:
Condensed Version presents the perspective of students living in the larger global world.
  ideal culture in sociology: Understanding the Culture of Markets Virgil Storr, 2013-05-20
How does culture impact economic life? Is culture like a ball and chain that actors must lug around
as they pursue their material interests? Or, is culture like a tool-kit from which entrepreneurs can
draw resources to aid them in their efforts? Or, is being immersed in a culture like wearing a pair of
blinders? Or, is culture like wearing a pair of glasses with tinted lenses? Understanding the Culture
of Markets explores how culture shapes economic activity and describes how social scientists
(especially economists) should incorporate considerations of culture into their analysis. Although
most social scientists recognize that culture shapes economic behavior and outcomes, the majority
of economists are not very interested in culture. Understanding the Culture of Markets begins with a
discussion of the reasons why economists are reluctant to incorporate culture into economic
analysis. It then goes on to describe how culture shapes economic life, and critiques those few
efforts by economists to discuss the relationship between culture and markets. Finally, building on
the work of Max Weber, it outlines and defends an approach to understanding the culture of
markets. In order to understand real world markets, economists must pay attention to how culture
shapes economic activity. If culture does indeed color economic life, economists cannot really avoid
culture. Instead, the choice that they face is not whether or not to incorporate culture into their
analysis but whether to employ culture implicitly or explicitly. Ignoring culture may be possible but
avoiding culture is impossible. Understanding the Culture of Markets will appeal to economists
interested in how culture impacts economic life, in addition to economic anthropologists and
economic sociologists. It should be useful in graduate and undergraduate courses in all of those
fields.
  ideal culture in sociology: Sociology and Catholic Social Teaching Stephen R. Sharkey,
2012-08-31 Sociology and Catholic Social Teaching: Contemporary Theory and Research contains
essays by key scholars in the territory where Catholic social thought and secular sociology meet, and
offers a much needed alternative to the relativism and individualism that so often characterize social
scientific analysis today. Contributors to this volume argue that Catholic social teaching, as
articulated so powerfully today in recent papal encyclicals and major summations such as the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, offers a powerful moral framework for addressing
today’s pressing social problems. This is especially true since many of its tenets find solid support in



social scientific research on the nature of the person and the workings of culture and social
institutions. Sponsored by the Society of Catholic Social Scientists, and including work by
sociologists from both the Society and the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, this volume is
offered in the spirit of Pope John Paul II’s exhortation to draw from contemporary social science
whatever can help the Church better understand contemporary social issues and trends and thus
better serve humanity. Specific articles address such topics as the Church as a virtual nation in the
international arena; changing cultural norms regarding deviance; the historical and contemporary
relationship between Catholicism and mainstream academic sociology; empirical support for a
natural law perspective on family relations; the social psychology of happiness and moral behavior
among emerging adults; the sociology of knowledge from a distinctively Catholic perspective; and
how the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity can be used to analyze and evaluate the functioning
of institutions like the family, education and the state. Each author also offers some autobiographical
reflections on how they relate sociology and their life of Faith. This anthology will interest scholars
in both sociology and Catholic social thought, as well as advanced undergraduate and graduate
students in these areas.
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