
iep questions to ask parents

iep questions to ask parents are essential tools for educators, special
education professionals, and school teams to effectively support students
with individualized education programs (IEPs). These questions help gather
vital insights from parents about their child’s unique needs, strengths,
challenges, and home environment. Engaging parents in the IEP process is
crucial for fostering collaboration and creating tailored educational plans
that promote student success. This article explores key categories of iep
questions to ask parents, including understanding the child's background,
academic performance, social and emotional development, and family
priorities. Additionally, it covers strategies for effective communication
and how to address common concerns parents may have during IEP meetings. By
utilizing targeted questions, educators can ensure comprehensive information
gathering that leads to more personalized and effective IEPs.
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Understanding the Child’s Background and
Strengths

Gathering detailed information about the child’s background and strengths is
an important step when preparing for an IEP meeting. Parents provide a unique
perspective on their child’s history, interests, and capabilities that may
not be fully apparent in the school setting. These insights help shape goals
and accommodations that align with the child’s natural abilities and
preferences.

Key Questions to Explore the Child’s Background

Asking open-ended and specific questions allows educators to understand the
child’s development and context more deeply. Some effective iep questions to
ask parents about background include:

Can you describe your child’s developmental milestones and any early
challenges?

What are your child’s greatest strengths and talents?

How does your child prefer to learn or engage with new information?



Are there any family or cultural factors that influence your child’s
learning or behavior?

What activities or subjects excite your child the most?

Academic Performance and Learning Needs

Understanding a student’s academic performance from the parent’s perspective
provides valuable context for identifying learning needs and setting
attainable goals. Discussions about strengths and areas needing support help
tailor instructional strategies and accommodations.

Essential IEP Questions Regarding Academics

When addressing academic needs, it is important to explore both successes and
challenges. Relevant iep questions to ask parents include:

How does your child perform in reading, writing, math, and other
subjects at home?

What types of academic tasks does your child find most difficult or
frustrating?

Are there particular teaching methods or supports that have helped your
child succeed?

Has your child received tutoring or additional academic support outside
of school?

What are your hopes or goals for your child’s academic progress this
year?

Social, Emotional, and Behavioral
Considerations

Social and emotional development significantly impact a student’s ability to
thrive in school environments. Understanding behavioral patterns and
emotional needs is critical for creating supportive classroom settings and
behavioral interventions within the IEP.

Important Questions on Social and Emotional
Development

Parents can provide important observations about their child’s social
interactions, emotional regulation, and behavioral challenges. Examples of
iep questions to ask parents in this area include:

How does your child interact with peers and adults outside of school?



Are there any behaviors at home that are concerning or challenging?

How does your child handle frustration, transitions, or changes in
routine?

Have there been any recent changes in your child’s emotional well-being
or behavior?

What strategies or supports have been effective in managing behavior or
emotions?

Family Priorities and Goals for the IEP

Parents’ priorities and expectations play a pivotal role in shaping
meaningful and relevant IEP goals. Understanding what families value most
ensures that the IEP is aligned with the child’s long-term success and well-
being.

Questions to Identify Family Priorities

To clarify family goals and expectations, consider asking the following iep
questions to ask parents:

What are your main goals for your child’s education this year and
beyond?

Are there specific skills you want your child to develop or improve?

What are your priorities regarding your child’s independence and social
skills?

How can the school best support your family in meeting your child’s
needs?

Are there concerns or hopes you want the IEP team to be aware of?

Effective Communication Strategies with Parents

Building trust and open communication with parents is essential for a
successful IEP process. Asking thoughtful questions and actively listening
ensures parents feel heard and valued as partners in their child’s education.

Best Practices for Engaging Parents

Effective communication involves clarity, empathy, and respect. Some
strategies include:

Using clear, jargon-free language when discussing IEP components



Allowing parents ample time to share their insights and concerns

Confirming understanding by summarizing and reflecting back key points

Providing written materials and resources to support parent involvement

Scheduling meetings at convenient times and offering interpreters if
needed

Addressing Common Parental Concerns in IEP
Meetings

Parents often have questions or concerns about the IEP process, goals, and
services. Proactively addressing these issues fosters transparency and
collaboration.

Typical Questions Parents May Have

Some common concerns include:

How will progress be measured and reported?

What accommodations and modifications will be provided?

How is the team ensuring the IEP meets the child’s specific needs?

What supports are available to help the child transition between grades
or schools?

How can parents access additional resources or advocate for their child?

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most important questions to ask parents
during an IEP meeting?

Key questions include asking about the child's strengths and challenges,
goals parents have for their child, effective strategies used at home, and
any concerns regarding the child's progress or behavior.

How can IEP teams ensure parents feel comfortable
sharing their input?

Teams can create a welcoming environment by actively listening, using clear
and jargon-free language, encouraging open dialogue, and validating parents'
observations and concerns.



What questions help clarify a child's present levels
of performance for the IEP?

Ask parents about their child's daily functioning, academic skills, social
interactions, communication abilities, and any changes they've noticed over
time.

How do IEP questions to parents support setting
meaningful goals?

By understanding parents' priorities and insights about their child's needs
and interests, teams can tailor goals that are realistic, relevant, and
motivating for the student.

What questions should be asked to understand a
child's behavior and social-emotional needs?

Inquire about behaviors at home and in the community, triggers or patterns
observed, coping strategies that work, and any concerns about social skills
or emotional well-being.

How can questions to parents help in identifying
necessary accommodations and services?

Parents can provide valuable information about what supports have been
effective or needed outside of school, which helps in determining appropriate
accommodations, modifications, or related services in the IEP.

Additional Resources
1. IEP Questions Every Parent Should Ask: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers parents a thorough overview of the most important questions
to ask during IEP meetings. It empowers families to advocate effectively for
their child's educational needs by providing clear, practical advice. The
guide also includes tips on how to prepare for meetings and communicate
collaboratively with educators.

2. Understanding Your Child’s IEP: Essential Questions for Parents
Designed for parents new to the IEP process, this book breaks down complex
educational jargon into understandable language. It highlights key questions
parents should ask to ensure their child’s individualized plan is tailored to
their unique learning requirements. Readers gain confidence in navigating
special education systems with this supportive resource.

3. The Parent’s Handbook to IEP Meetings: Questions and Strategies
This handbook focuses on equipping parents with strategic questions that
promote productive dialogue during IEP meetings. It covers topics such as
setting measurable goals, understanding accommodations, and monitoring
progress. The book also includes real-life examples and sample questions to
help parents prepare effectively.

4. Advocating for Your Child: IEP Questions to Empower Parents
Aimed at helping parents become strong advocates, this book emphasizes the
importance of asking the right questions to secure appropriate services. It



explores how to address concerns, request evaluations, and collaborate with
school personnel. The resource encourages proactive involvement and informed
decision-making throughout the IEP process.

5. Special Education 101: Key IEP Questions for Parents
This introductory guide simplifies the special education process and
highlights essential questions parents should consider. It explains the
purpose of different IEP components and how to assess their effectiveness.
The book is an excellent starting point for families seeking clarity and
confidence in special education planning.

6. Building a Better IEP: Questions to Ask for Student Success
Focusing on student achievement, this book helps parents identify questions
that promote goal setting and progress tracking. It discusses how to evaluate
whether services and supports are meeting the child’s needs. The resource
also offers advice on revising IEPs to adapt to changing educational
requirements.

7. Effective Communication in IEP Meetings: Questions That Make a Difference
This book underscores the role of communication in successful IEP meetings
and provides parents with targeted questions to enhance dialogue. It offers
strategies for expressing concerns respectfully and seeking clarification
when needed. Parents learn how to build partnerships with educators to
support their child's growth.

8. Questions to Ask Before, During, and After IEP Meetings
Structured around the timeline of the IEP process, this book guides parents
through the questions to ask at each stage. It prepares families to engage
actively before meetings, during discussions, and in follow-up actions. The
book ensures parents remain informed and involved throughout their child’s
educational journey.

9. Navigating the IEP Process: A Parent’s Question Guide
This guide provides a roadmap for parents to effectively navigate the IEP
process by asking pertinent questions. It covers eligibility, goal
development, service delivery, and progress monitoring. The book helps
parents feel confident and equipped to advocate for their child’s best
educational outcomes.
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  iep questions to ask parents: Partnering with Parents to Ask the Right Questions Luz
Santana, Dan Rothstein, Agnes Bain, 2016-09-19 How can we make it easier for schools and families
to work together on behalf of all students? It all begins by tapping into the different strengths
educators and parents and caregivers can contribute to building a strong partnership. Partnering
with Parents to Ask the Right Questions, by Luz Santana, Dan Rothstein, and Agnes Bain of the Right
Question Institute, presents a deceptively simple strategy for how educators can build effective
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partnerships with parents—especially those who typically have not been actively involved in their
children's schooling. It distills complex, important ideas on effective civic participation into an
easy-to-learn process that teaches parents two fundamental skills they can use to support the
education of their children, monitor their progress, and advocate for them: asking better questions
and participating effectively in key decisions. Based on more than two decades of work and research
in a wide range of low- and moderate-income communities, this book empowers overburdened and
under-resourced educators and parents to work together and achieve their common goal of
successful students. This indispensable guide includes case studies spanning K–12 classrooms, and it
explores ways to assist struggling students, collaborate on IEPs, and communicate with families of
English language learners. The accessible and easy-to-use format, field-tested advice, and vivid
examples from schools that put the advice into practice make this a must-have for everyone from the
classroom to the central office.
  iep questions to ask parents: The Everything Parent's Guide to Special Education Amanda
Morin, 2014-05-18 Children with special needs who succeed in school have one thing in
commonNtheir parents are passionate and effective advocates. This valuable handbook explains how
to evaluate, prepare, organize, and get quality services, no matter what a child's disability. Includes
worksheets, forms, and sample documents and letters.
  iep questions to ask parents: Understanding Special Education Roberta Gentry, Norah S.
Hooper, 2016-06-13 In increasing numbers, general education teachers are faced with the task of
educating students with disabilities in their classrooms, and many beginning teachers are not
prepared for the diverse classroom that awaits them. The cases in this book are written from the
viewpoint of general education teachers, with the goal of providing them with the information and
tools to improve their ability to approach this task with confidence. As participants process the cases
in this book, they will learn to collect and evaluate data, identify important concepts, apply legal
requirements, develop hypotheses, and create or defend arguments. Through introductory materials
included in each chapter, the major provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) are outlined in easy and understandable terms and illuminated through the cases presented.
Discussion questions, links to websites, and suggested activities are included in each chapter.
  iep questions to ask parents: Involving Parents in Education Darla Struck, 1995 School
administrators and principals are increasingly being called on to increase parent involvement in
their schools, and this is no easy task. This book will give elementary school leaders the no-fuss tools
they need to increase parent involvement in their students' education and the school's activities.
Materials include: a reference section on issues and techniques that both administrative staff and
faculty will find valuable hands-on guides for teachers to help with such issues as parent-teacher
conferences, form letters, keeping parents updated, and other topic ready-to-use items for principals
to send home to parents. All the forms, checklists and worksheets included in the book are also
available on diskette for easy customization.
  iep questions to ask parents: Parents and Families of Students With Special Needs Vicki A.
McGinley, Melina Alexander, 2017-01-05 Parents and Families of Students With Special Needs:
Collaborating Across the Age Span teaches students the skills they need to effectively collaborate
with parents and families to ensure a child's success in the classroom. Authors Vicki A. McGinley
and Melina Alexander’s text takes a lifespan approach with a special emphasis on the critical
transition points in a child’s life. Information is provided on what can be seen at each stage of an
individual with disabilities’ development, and addresses concerns and needs that families may have
during these unique phases of growth. Chapters written by professors and professionals who are
also parents of students with special needs bring a diverse range of voices into the narrative. The
authors provide an in-depth discussion of how parents and families are affected by particular
disabilities, family system theory, the laws that affect individuals with disabilities, and assessments
for individuals with disabilities.
  iep questions to ask parents: Parent's Quick Start Guide to Autism Noelle Balsamo, James W.
Forgan, 2022-06-28 Parent’s Quick Start Guide to Autism provides parents and caregivers with an



immediate overview of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and steps they can take to support and
encourage their child. Each chapter is packed with detailed and helpful information, covering what
to do at home and at school, how to avoid common mistakes, and how (and when) to seek
professional help. Summary and resource sections at the end of each chapter give quick guidance to
busy readers. Topics include occupational therapy, applied behavior analysis (ABA), cognitive
behavioral therapy (CBT), interventions, and more. Offering straightforward, easy to understand,
and evidence-based information, this book is a go-to resource for caregivers parenting a child with
autism.
  iep questions to ask parents: Navigating Special Education Peggy Bud, Tamara Jacobson,
2024-06-01 This timely and innovative roadmap for parents, educators, and administrators
highlights the importance of effective communication methodology, appropriate correspondence,
and data collection recommendations. Effective communication is often missing from the IEP team’s
conversation. Navigating Special Education provides a foundation for building proactive, positive
partnerships that will lead to 21st century best practices for children. The 5-C Model of
Communication—Conversation, Collaboration, Cooperation, Compromise, and Consensus—presented
in Navigating Special Education helps to forge trusted alliances between school districts and
families. Navigating Special Education draws upon the authors’ 60-plus years of combined
experience by using: Anecdotal, evidence-based, real-life scenarios Templates for letter writing and
extensive data collection A user-friendly appendix and glossary As stakeholders, wouldn’t you like to
have successful meetings where everyone’s voice is heard, respected, and understood? After reading
Navigating Special Education, families, educational professionals, college students, and special
education organizations will be able to implement effective models of communication and build
positive partnerships.
  iep questions to ask parents: Partnering with Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Families in Special Education Kristin Vogel-Campbell, 2023-12-06 We are at a critical time in
education. Too often the dominant voices represent a small portion of the population, where those
who have been historically marginalized and minoritized are silenced. Utilizing first-hand accounts
of parent and caregiver experiences as they navigate the often complicated process of Special
Education services for their children, this book contributes to the small but significant body of work
that centers the voices of parents and caregivers of students with IEPs. Few recent works provide
adequate space for the narratives of families to take center stage. Partnering with Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse Families in Special Education is a collaborative work with families that
includes the author’s personal reflection at the end of each narrative, as well as guiding questions to
continue the conversation, either as a sole reader or with a cohort. This book is geared towards both
pre- and in-service educators and administrators who are seeking to deepen their understanding of
parent perspective and how they can tailor their practices to ensure a more inclusive and inviting
environment where culturally and linguistically diverse families are seen and valued in school
settings. In addition, professors and instructors in teacher credentialing programs may use this book
as a supplement in classes that focus on multicultural education, family and community
partnerships, or IEP regulations and compliance. It is the author’s intention to present the
possibilities that arise when incorporating the histories of diverse families into decision making
procedures. There is a tremendous amount of cultural wealth that our families and students bring to
classrooms every day. This is just one snapshot on that journey towards building culturally
sustaining relationships with each and every family an educator encounters.
  iep questions to ask parents: A Parent's Guide to Special Education Linda Wilmshurst, Alan
W. Brue, 2005 A Parentâ¬s Guide to Special Education offers invaluable information and a positive
vision of special education that will help parents through the potentially overwhelming processes of
catch-all programs that encompasses dozens of learning challenges: developmental delay learning
and physical disabilities emotional disturbance retardation autism, and others. Filled with practical
recommendations, sample forms, and enlightening examples, this is a priceless resource for helping
every child learn.



  iep questions to ask parents: Current Trends and Legal Issues in Special Education
David F. Bateman, Mitchell L. Yell, 2019-04-25 Building and supporting effective special education
programs School leaders and special educators are expected to be experts on all levels and types of
special education law and services, types of disability, and aspects of academic and functional
programming. With the increasing demands of the job and the ever-changing legal and educational
climate, few feel adequately prepared to meet the demands. Trends and Legal Issues in Special
Education helps you build and support timely, legally sound, and effective special education services
and programs. Readers will find: the most up-to-date information on how to effectively implement
special education programs, processes, and procedures examination of a wide variety of issues, from
developing and implementing individual education programs (IEPs) that confer a free appropriate
public education, Section 504, least restrictive environment (LRE), and successfully collaborating
with parents, to issues regarding accountability, staffing, bullying, early childhood special education,
multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS), evidence-based practices, transition, discipline, and the
school-to-prison pipeline extensive references and resources
  iep questions to ask parents: Your Special Education Rights Jennifer Laviano, Julie Swanson,
2017-08-15 Drawing on decades of experience, Jennifer Laviano, a high-profile special education
attorney, and Julie Swanson, a sought-after special education advocate, help parents of students
with disabilities navigate their school systems to get the services they need for their children.
Parents will find no other book on special education like Your Special Education Rights. Julie and
Jennifer demystify the federal laws that govern the rights of public school children with disabilities
and explain how school districts often ignore or circumvent these laws. They pull the curtain back on
the politics of special education, exposing truths that school districts don’t want you to know, such
as the fact that teachers are often under extraordinary pressure not to spend resources on services.
Most importantly, they outline the central rights you and your child have regarding your child’s
education. Did you know that you can refer your child for a special education evaluation? That you
can ask for a second opinion if you disagree with the results of some or all of the testing? That you
are entitled to parent counseling, training, and more? They also show you how to take that
knowledge and apply it to advocating for your child. Here’s what you need to know about the
paperwork you will have to complete, detailed information on how to advocate for your child and
how to craft language in documents that benefit your child, and more. Filled with vital information
and invaluable resources, Your Special Education Rights gives you the information you need to help
your child succeed in school and beyond.
  iep questions to ask parents: Educational Audiology Handbook, Fourth Edition Cheryl
DeConde Johnson, Jane B. Seaton, 2025-02-25 The fourth edition of Educational Audiology
Handbook continues to provide essential strategies for collaborating effectively with educators,
parents, and other professionals to support students who need audiology services in school settings.
This book emphasizes evidence-based practices, ensuring educational audiologists are equipped with
the latest research and methodologies to enhance student outcomes. Newly authored by
contributors who practice as educational audiologists in local or regional school districts, each
chapter emphasizes an integration of real-world experiences and case studies that reflect current
challenges and successes in the field. With a focus on practical applications, readers will find
assessment, intervention, and program development tools grounded in the latest evidence. New to
the Fourth Edition: *Three new chapters: *Advocating for Educational Audiology Services *Remote
Service Delivery *Development and Management of Contracted Educational Audiology Services
*New contributors to introduce fresh perspectives relevant to today’s educational audiology practice
*Updated to reflect current terminology, legislative information, and best practice essentials
*Expanded information and resources related to classroom acoustics and learning environments
*Updated perspectives on topics including auditory processing deficits, hearing technology, out of
booth assessment, student wellness and social emotional competence, and the audiologist’s role in
supporting the educational goal for students with hearing-related needs Key Features: *Each
chapter introduction includes lists of key terms, key points, and sample questions for instructors,



students, and practicing educational audiologists *Chapters include updated list of selected readings
and resources *Extensive appendices with customizable handouts, forms, and protocols ready for
local use
  iep questions to ask parents: Your IEP Playbook Lisa Lightner, 2025-10-13 An
easy-to-understand guide to navigating and implementing your child's individualized education plan
(IEP) In Your IEP Playbook: A Parent's Guide to Confident Advocacy, disability parent and special
education advocate Lisa Lightner delivers a practical guide for parents and caregivers of children
with disabilities doing their best to navigate their individualized education plans (IEPs). This
collection of realistic and implementable advice walks you through how to apply federal and state
law in your unique situation, develop an advocacy strategy that works, and collaborate with schools
and the professionals involved in your child's education. You'll learn about common mistakes made
by people advocating for a child with special education needs and how to avoid them. You'll also
discover how to ensure that your child's needs and priorities aren't overlooked or under-supported.
The book also contains: Advice on how to break down and understand the different parts of an IEP,
including what they mean, how to read one, and what to document Guidance and reproducible
exercises to determine, reach, and monitor progress of IEP goals Strategies for composing advocacy
letters to your child's school and how to time them for maximum impact Perfect for the parents and
guardians of pre-K to grade 12 children with special needs, Your IEP Playbook is also a must-read
for special education teachers, case workers, and people advocating for children in foster care.
  iep questions to ask parents: Handbook of Research-Based Practice in Early Education
D. Ray Reutzel, 2014-07-09 Written expressly for early childhood educators, and those who support
their professional development, this handbook distills essential knowledge about how to help all
PreK-3 learners succeed. Leading experts describe doable ways to create effective learning
environments and implement instructional practices with a strong evidence base. Engaging
vignettes illustrate discussions of such topics as differentiated instruction, response to intervention,
the Common Core standards, social and emotional learning, assessment, and teaching across the
curriculum. Each chapter links cutting-edge research to practical applications, examples, and
professional development activities.
  iep questions to ask parents: 100 Frequently Asked Questions About the Special
Education Process Roger Pierangelo, George Giuliani, 2007-03-28 This book will make a great
contribution to special education. —Colleen Winkler, Gifted & Talented Education Teacher Riverdale
High School, Jefferson, LA As a general education teacher, I find that this book provides a concrete
explanation of complex terms. —Kaycee Taylor, Social Studies Teacher Bainbridge Island High
School, WA Special education nuts and bolts questions that you always wanted to know but were
afraid to ask. Attempting to understand the complex state and federal laws, regulations, and policies
affecting special education programs can be a daunting task for any educator. In this practical,
jargon-free text, Roger Pierangelo and George Giuliani use their combined expertise in special
education and the law to explain key concepts and present clear answers to commonly asked
questions about disabilities and education. Ideal for K–12 special education teachers, general
education teachers, and education stakeholders, 100 Frequently Asked Questions About Special
Education makes an often complex subject understandable to novice teachers and veteran teachers
who have not taught students with special needs. Written in a concise question-and-answer format,
this practical guide includes an easily accessible glossary of terms and provides basic information
about: The prereferral process Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) Eligibility for special
education Procedural safeguards, a component of the IDEA Act of 2004 Annual reviews and
evaluations Transitions from school to adult life Appropriate for both educators and parents, this
reader-friendly guidebook gives adults a working knowledge of the special education process and
enhances their skills for helping students reach their full potential.
  iep questions to ask parents: How to Prevent Special Education Litigation Regina
Umpstead, Janet R. Decker, Kevin P. Brady, David Schimmel, Matthew Militello, 2015 It is essential
that today’s educators and school leaders are more informed about the legal rights and entitlements



of students with disabilities. This resource provides eight easy-to-implement lesson plans on special
education law that require no legal knowledge and can be facilitated by school principals, special
education directors, teachers, or university instructors. In short one-hour sessions, participants
learn by engaging in practical activities instead of only passive reading about the law. All of the
lessons utilize actual situations that have led to expensive litigation and each includes the following
sections: Introduction for Facilitators; Materials Needed; Background, Purpose, and Objectives of
the Lesson; Hook; Activity; Questions for Conversation; Test Your Knowledge; and Additional
Resources. This one-of-a-kind book will help schools and districts reduce the time and energy
devoted to dealing with violations of the law, resolving parental complaints, correcting errors by
school employees, and more. Book Features: A focus on important special education legal issues
occurring in schools today. Field-tested lesson plans that can be adopted by schools nationwide
because they are based on federal law. Everything needed to teach the lessons, including materials,
scripts, interactive activities, and discussion questions. Measurable objectives and assessments to
ensure the participants have learned the intended content of the lesson. “School boards spend far
too much money on special education litigation—funds that could better be used to provide
educational services to children. This book provides a workable framework for school administrators
to give their staff the knowledge needed to make legally-correct decisions and avoid costly
litigation.” —Allan Osborne, Former Principal, Snug Harbor Community School, Quincy, MA
  iep questions to ask parents: Teaching Students with Disabilities Jeffrey P. Bakken,
2024-10-02 This book focuses on fundamental pedagogies implemented with students with
disabilities resulting in positive outcomes and addresses the most current viewpoints and
perspectives on best practices when teaching students with disabilities. It is written by leaders in
the field with particular expertise in these areas. Chapters discuss best practices of special
education, but also new and innovative practices to consider. The layout of this book allows readers
to follow teaching students with disabilities in a very logical and thoughtful process from students
with high incidence disabilities to those with low incidence disabilities as well as chapters that focus
on specific academic content and other professionals that work with students with disabilities. This
book is an excellent resource for special educators, administrators, mental health clinicians, school
counsellors, and psychologists; and it addresses best practices and how special education is deeply
rooted in the education of students with disabilities.
  iep questions to ask parents: A Practical Guide for Special Education Professionals Lisa
Churchill, Rita Mulholland, Michelle R. Cepello, 2008 A Practical Guide for Special Education
Professionals is a resource guidebook, the purpose of which is to provide practical information and
suggestions to help the special education teacher survive and eventually succeed in the school and
classroom setting. This book is written to be used as a quick reference. Thus, the chapters are
presented in a brief, user-friendly format. The guidebook''s content presents an overview of the
major elements in special education: The Individualized Education Program (IEP), Classroom and
Individual Behavior Management, Assessment for Instruction, Supervision of Paraprofessionals,
Instructional Planning and Strategies, Collaborative Consultation, Home-School Partnerships, and
Stress Reduction Strategies and Time Management Techniques. Each chapter prepares the teacher
to work effectively in special education by supplying strategies and practical tips for working
directly with pupils and other adults in the educational setting. Features: Guidebook''s content
presents an overview or big picture of the major elements in the field of special education. Selected
topics are essential for teacher survival and readily applicable to the classroom setting. Gives a
quick, user friendly reference and overview for teaching students with special needs as well as for
working successfully with adults. One chapter does not rely on information contained in a previous
chapter. Allows teachers to access chapter materials in on an individualized as- needed-basis.
Beginning special education teachers need it all and the sooner the better. The organization of the
book permits teachers to quickly reference chapter contents and obtain practical information and
resources to assist their daily activities. Teaching Tips, Forms, Charts, and Tables that summarize
and underscore information for the reader. Enables teachers to easily find solutions to the problems



encountered in their work, including working with students, parents, other teachers, administrators,
paraprofessionals. The authors consider the IEP the heart of special education. The chapter on IEP
Legal and Pragmatic Issues provides up to date information and practical suggestions and forms to
guide the special education teacher to successfully participate in this process and complete the
required paperwork. This chapter takes the teacher step by step through the IEP meeting process
and assists in understanding Present Levels of Performance (PLEP) , Response to Intervention RtI),
and Writing, Monitoring, and Reporting IEP Goals. Gives clear, concise information on the IEP
process and document and demystifies the IEP. Provides professors with useful tools for instruction
on the IEP. Two features that emphasize reflection are Take A Moment and Explorations. Both
provide focused questions and structured activities to promote self-reflection and application of the
chapters'' content. Provides teachers with an understanding of their roles and responsibilities as a
special educator by reflecting on content through focused questions and applicable activities.
Chapter on stress reduction strategies and time management techniques addresses the
overwhelmed feeling that most special educators experience as they enter the profession. Provides
tips and strategies for improving multitasking skills. Technology tools and resources are featured in
the book. Assisted Technology, Universal Design, Grading Websites, and Web Site Resources are
described.
  iep questions to ask parents: A Guide to Special Education Advocacy Matthew Cohen,
2009-02-25 Disability law can be complex and intimidating, so how can concerned parents use it to
ensure their child with a disability receives the appropriate education they are legally entitled to? A
Guide to Special Education Advocacy gives strategies for advocating for better provision of special
education in schools. Despite the many services and accommodations that have been made for
students with disabilities, such as the use of Braille or providing specialized education in a regular
or special classroom, many children with disabilities do not get the services they need and are not
placed in appropriate programs or settings. Because of this, the perception of disability often
remains unchanged. Matthew Cohen's insightful manual gives a practical vision of how a parent or a
professional can become an advocate to achieve a more inclusive and rewarding education for the
child with a disability. This book will provide parents, people with disabilities, professionals and
clinicians thinking about special education advocacy with an overview of current disability law and
how it works, identifying practical ways for building positive and effective relationships with schools.
  iep questions to ask parents: Management Skills for SEN Coordinators in the Primary
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