if thou but suffer god to guide thee

if thou but suffer god to guide thee is a profound phrase that encapsulates the essence
of spiritual surrender and divine guidance. Rooted in Christian theology and poetry, this
expression encourages believers to trust wholly in God's wisdom and direction throughout
life's trials and decisions. Understanding "if thou but suffer god to guide thee" requires
exploring its historical origins, theological significance, and practical application in
everyday faith. This article delves into the meaning behind the phrase, its biblical
foundations, and how it continues to inspire spiritual growth and resilience in
contemporary religious practice. Readers will gain insight into the spiritual discipline of
yielding to divine will, as well as the benefits and challenges associated with such a
commitment. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview, beginning with
the background and moving into thematic analysis and real-world implications.

e Historical and Literary Origins of "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee"
e Theological Significance and Biblical Foundations

e Practical Applications in Spiritual Life

e Challenges and Rewards of Divine Guidance

e Contemporary Relevance and Inspirational Impact

Historical and Literary Origins of "If Thou But
Suffer God to Guide Thee"

The phrase "if thou but suffer god to guide thee" originates from a well-known 17th-
century hymn by the English poet and cleric George Herbert. Herbert’s work is celebrated
for its devotional depth and poetic elegance, often reflecting themes of trust, obedience,
and divine providence. This particular line comes from his hymn that emphasizes the
believer’s surrender to God's will as the path to peace and spiritual fulfillment. The
language used is characteristic of early modern English, illustrating the era's theological
and poetic style.

George Herbert and His Hymnody

George Herbert was a prominent metaphysical poet and Anglican priest whose hymns
have had a lasting influence on Christian devotional literature. His hymn containing the
phrase "if thou but suffer god to guide thee" is a call to spiritual submission, urging
followers to relinquish control and accept God’s guidance. Herbert’s poetry blends
personal piety with universal spiritual truths, making his works timeless resources for
understanding faith and divine guidance.



Context Within 17th-Century Religious Thought

During the 17th century, religious life in England was marked by intense spiritual
reflection and a focus on personal relationship with God. The phrase reflects Puritan and
Anglican emphases on obedience and trust in divine providence amid societal and
personal upheaval. The hymn's message resonated deeply with believers facing
uncertainty, encouraging them to rely on God's wisdom rather than human understanding.

Theological Significance and Biblical Foundations

The phrase "if thou but suffer god to guide thee" embodies a core theological principle:
the necessity of trusting God’s providence and submitting to His will. This concept is
deeply rooted in biblical scripture, where guidance by God is presented as the foundation
for righteous living and spiritual peace. Theologically, it underscores the relationship
between divine sovereignty and human freedom, highlighting the believer’s role in
willingly accepting divine direction.

Scriptural References Supporting Divine Guidance

Numerous biblical passages reflect the theme of allowing God to lead one's life. Proverbs
3:5-6 exhorts believers to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Similarly, Psalm 32:8 states, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I
will counsel you with my loving eye on you.” These verses

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the phrase 'If Thou But Suffer
God to Guide Thee'?

The phrase means that if you allow God to lead and direct your life, you will find peace and
assurance despite difficulties.

Who wrote 'If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee'?

The phrase is from a hymn written by Georg Neumark, a 17th-century German poet and
composer.

What is the main theme of the hymn 'If Thou But Suffer
God to Guide Thee'?

The main theme is trusting in God's guidance and providence, emphasizing faith and
surrender to God's will.



How can 'If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee' be
applied in daily life?

It encourages individuals to trust God's plan, remain patient during hardships, and seek
divine guidance in decisions.

What biblical principles are reflected in 'If Thou But
Suffer God to Guide Thee'?

It reflects biblical teachings on faith, trust in God’s providence, and the importance of
surrendering to God’s will, such as Proverbs 3:5-6.

Why is 'If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee' still
relevant today?

Because its message of trusting God amid challenges resonates with people facing
uncertainty and seeking spiritual comfort.

Are there any famous musical settings of 'If Thou But
Suffer God to Guide Thee'?

Yes, the hymn has been set to various melodies over time, often sung in Christian worship
services worldwide.

What emotions does 'If Thou But Suffer God to Guide
Thee' evoke in listeners or readers?

It often evokes feelings of reassurance, peace, hope, and encouragement to trust in God's
care.

Additional Resources

1. If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee: The Life and Legacy of Henry Scougal

This book explores the life of Henry Scougal, the author of the original devotional work "If
Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee." It delves into his spiritual journey, theological
insights, and the lasting impact his writings have had on Christian devotion. The narrative
also examines the historical context of 17th-century Scotland and how Scougal’s simple
yet profound messages continue to inspire believers today.

2. The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence

A classic spiritual work that echoes the themes of surrender and trust found in "If Thou
But Suffer God to Guide Thee." Brother Lawrence's letters and conversations focus on
cultivating an ongoing awareness of God's presence in everyday life. This book offers
practical advice on developing a deep, continuous relationship with God through simple
acts and heartfelt devotion.



3. Trusting God in Troubled Times by Jerry Bridges

This book addresses the challenge of trusting God's guidance amid difficulties and
suffering, much like the message in "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee." Jerry Bridges
encourages readers to rely on God's wisdom and sovereignty even when circumstances
are unclear or painful. It provides biblical insights and personal stories to help believers
deepen their faith and patience.

4. Guided by Grace: Embracing God’s Will in Your Life by Elisabeth Elliot

Elisabeth Elliot offers reflections on surrendering personal plans to God's perfect
guidance, a central theme in "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee." Through her own
experiences and scriptural teachings, Elliot illustrates how grace empowers believers to
follow God's leading faithfully. The book inspires readers to find peace and purpose in
trusting God’s direction.

5. Humility: The Journey Toward Holiness by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray’s work on humility complements the surrender advocated in "If Thou But
Suffer God to Guide Thee." He explains how a humble heart is essential for allowing God
to guide one’s life effectively. The book explores humility’s role in spiritual growth and the
believer’s relationship with God.

6. Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering by Timothy Keller

Timothy Keller offers compassionate guidance on maintaining faith and seeking God’s
direction during times of hardship. Reflecting themes from "If Thou But Suffer God to
Guide Thee," the book encourages believers to see suffering as part of God’s refining
process. Keller combines biblical teaching with practical advice for enduring trials with
hope.

7. Surrendered: Embracing God’s Will in an Uncertain World by Tasha Layton

This contemporary devotional explores what it means to surrender control and trust God’s
plan, echoing the message of Scougal’s work. Tasha Layton shares personal stories and
scriptural encouragement to help readers navigate uncertainty with faith. The book
challenges believers to let go of fear and embrace God’s guidance fully.

8. The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan

A timeless allegory of the Christian journey, Bunyan’s classic illustrates the struggles and
victories of following God’s guidance through life’s challenges. Like "If Thou But Suffer
God to Guide Thee," it emphasizes perseverance, faith, and reliance on divine direction.
The story serves as both an inspiration and a practical guide for spiritual pilgrims.

9. Trusting God: Even When Life Hurts by Jerry Bridges

Another profound work by Jerry Bridges, this book delves deeper into the practice of
trusting God despite suffering and uncertainty. It complements the themes of surrender
and divine guidance found in "If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee." Bridges offers
biblical wisdom to help believers develop steadfast trust and peace in God’s plan.
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if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Marimba: 7 Bach Chorales Johann Sebastian Bach, Vida
Chenoweth, A longtime Bach enthusiast, Vida Chenoweth is noted for her adherence to the
composer's linear score. These seven chorales are geared to advanced marimbists who wish to
stretch both their technique and their musical experience. Chenoweth is credited with introducing
the marimba to concert audiences worldwide.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Catalogue of Music for Organ and Instruments
James Laster, 2005 This book presents music titles in which the organ is part of a chamber
ensemble. Alphabetized by composer, entries contain the bibliographical information for each title
and a brief commentary or description, as well as information on the level of difficulty, timing, mood,
fingerings/pedalings, and other performance aids. The selections are suitable for concerts and
religious services and are written in a variety of styles, from Baroque to contemporary. This
catalogue will be of interest to church organists searching for a piece for organ and brass
appropriate for Easter, visiting instrumentalists choosing music for a Sunday service, teachers
introducing their organ students to the experience of accompanying a violin, and instrumentalists
seeking a composition to play with the organ, among many others.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary
field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Hymns II Paul Beckwith, Hughes Huffman, Mark Hunt,
1976-12-01 Over 200 hymns (arranged by topic with four-part harmony and guitar chords) are
included in this work. Edited by Paul Beckwith, Hughes M. Huffman and Mark Hunt. Available in
three different bindings: paper, cloth and spiral.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Presbyterian Hymnal Companion LindaJo H.
McKim, 1993-01-01 This helpful resource provides extensive information about each hymn in The
Presbyterian Hymnal (1990)--background detail about hymn origins, publication history, authors,
translators, composers, and arrangers. Stories about some of the hymns are also included. An
excellent handbook that supplies information useful for a variety of purposes.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Solo Piano Wedding Penny Rodriguez, A beautiful
collection of 17 piano solo arrangements of favorite wedding music plus a few original works. The
book is divided into three sections offering processionals, interludes and recessionals.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Praise and Thanks Young People's Christian Union of
the Universalist Church, 1895

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Systematic Theology Wayne A. Grudem, 2009-05-18 The
Christian church has a long tradition of systematic theology, that is, of studying biblical teaching on
centrally important doctrines such as the Word of God, redemption, and Jesus Christ. Wayne
Grudem's bestselling Systematic Theology has several distinctive features: A strong emphasis on the
scriptural basis for each doctrine Clear writing, with technical terms kept to a minimum A
contemporary approach, treating subjects of special interest to the church today A friendly tone,
appealing to the emotions and the spirit as well as the intellect Frequent application to life
Resources for worship within each chapter Bibliographies in each chapter that cross-reference
subjects to a wide range of other systematic theologies.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Harvard University Hymn Book Harvard
University, 1964

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Christian Church Year in a Capella Sacred
Choruses Carl Friedrichs Pfatteicher, 1917

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Book of Worship for United States Forces The
Armed Forces Chaplains Board, 2010-06-01 This volumes contains hymns, Orders of Worship, a
Lectionary, Prayers, Guitar Chord Fingering Diagrams, and several indices.
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if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Armed Forces Hymnal United States. Department of
Defense. Armed Forces Chaplains Board, 1959

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Armed Forces Hymnal; Published Under Supervision of
Armed Forces Chaplains Board United States. Department of Defense, 1958

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Liturgy and Hymns Moravian Church, 1923

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Lectionary Preaching Workbook, Series VI, Cycle a E.
Carver McGriff, 1998 With these introductory words, E. Carver McGriff sets forth to provide some of
the most timely and thought-provoking research on the lectionary texts ever made available.
Included for each Sunday in the lectionary are: - A listing of the applicable Revised Common, Roman
Catholic, and Episcopal lectionary texts. - Commentary that is more than academic exegesis --
MCcGriff brings to the forefront those points in the text that relate most poignantly to our
contemporary reality. - Suggested sermon titles for each of the three texts for each Sunday. -
Themes and suggested directions for preaching on each text. - Several additional illustrations to
enliven your preaching. - A description of the Psalm of the day. - A prayer for the day. E. Carver
McGriff is one of America's premiere preachers. His introduction details the personal tragedy he has
suffered. But through it all Dr. McGriff was able to expand his congregation from 900 members to
4,400 members. Sunday attendance increased from 300 to over 1,850. As a teenager Carver McGriff
was wounded and captured by a German SS parachute battalion during World War II. He received a
Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts and returned home to earn a degree in business administration
from Butler University. Following a career as a salesman and business owner, McGriff entered
Garrett Theological Seminary, where he was voted Best Preacher by the faculty and graduated with
distinction. He was then appointed by the Bishop of Indiana to start a new congregation on the
northeast side of Indianapolis. During his ministry at St. Luke's, McGriff received an honorary
degree from the University of Indianapolis and the Outstanding Alumnus award from Butler
University and was voted the Distinguished Alumnus of the year by Christian Theological Seminary.
McGriff was also honored with the Sagamore of the Wabash by Indiana Governor Evan Bayh. His
sermons have been distributed nationwide by the Methodist Publishing Company.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Liturgical Music for the Revised Common
Lectionary, Year B Thomas Pavlechko, Carl P. Daw, 2023-05-16 A planning guide for church
musicians and clergy for selecting hymns, songs, and anthems, for the three-year liturgical cycle
following the Revised Common Lectionary--

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: Catalogue of Choral Music Arranged in Biblical Order
James H. Laster, 1996-06-11 This second edition of Laster's Catalog combines in one volume the
listings from the first catalog with the voluminous material that has appeared since 1973, more than
doubling the number of citations. It is designed as an aid for the church musician and/or pastor
seeking to plan unified worship services. It will also be of use to those church musicians who follow
the Liturgical Calendar and plan music appropriate to the appointed lessons, as well as a source for
non-church choir directors who would like to locate choral settings based on a particular passage
from Scripture. Entries are arranged from Genesis through Revelation. Each main entry citation
provides the biblical reference (book, chapter, and verse), as well as a reference to additional
passages from Scripture used in the anthem. The composer, arranger, or editor and the title are
listed as they appear on the octavo. Information on voicing, solos, and instrumental accompaniment
is noted; the name of the publisher, the most recent date of publication and the octavo number
appear at the end of each citation, where information on instrumental parts, other versions of the
same title, and collections where the work might appear are also listed. Composer and title indexes
round off the work.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Carol , 1886

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Pastor's Book R. Kent Hughes, 2015-10-14 Pastors
are tasked with the incredibly demanding job of caring for the spiritual, emotional, and, at times'
physical needs of their people. While seminary is helpful preparation for many of the challenges
pastors face, there's far more to pastoral ministry than what can be covered in the classroom.



Designed as a reference guide for nearly every situation a pastor will face, this comprehensive book
by seasoned pastors Kent Hughes and Doug O'Donnell is packed full of biblical wisdom and practical
guidance related to the reality of pastoral ministry in the trenches. From officiating weddings to
conducting funerals to visiting the sick, this book will equip pastors and church leaders with the
knowledge they need to effectively minister to their flocks, both within the walls of the church and
beyond.

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Complete Book of Hymns William Petersen, Ardythe
Petersen, 2015-01-12 The Complete Book of Hymns brings to life the stories behind more than 600
hymns and worship songs. With background on the composer, the inspiration behind the lyrics,
scriptural references for devotional consideration, and a sampling of the song lyrics, this book brings
forth the message of these great songs of the faith like never before!

if thou but suffer god to guide thee: The Hymnal , 1925
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