illinois athletic training license

illinois athletic training license is a mandatory credential for professionals who wish to practice
athletic training within the state of Illinois. This license ensures that athletic trainers meet the
required standards of education, competency, and ethical practice to provide safe and effective care
to athletes and physically active individuals. Obtaining an Illinois athletic training license involves
fulfilling specific eligibility criteria, completing an accredited athletic training program, passing a
national certification exam, and adhering to continuing education requirements. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the Illinois athletic training license process, including
eligibility requirements, application procedures, renewal, and professional responsibilities. In
addition, it highlights the regulatory framework governing athletic trainers in Illinois and the
benefits of obtaining licensure in this field. Readers can use this guide to navigate the complexities
of licensing and maintain compliance with state regulations.
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Eligibility Requirements for Illinois Athletic Training
License

The Illinois athletic training license mandates that applicants meet specific educational and
professional prerequisites before applying for licensure. Candidates must graduate from an
accredited athletic training education program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of
Athletic Training Education (CAATE). This ensures the program meets national standards for
curriculum, clinical experience, and competency in athletic training. Additionally, applicants are
generally required to hold current certification from the Board of Certification (BOC) for Athletic
Trainers, which is a national credential. Age and residency requirements may also apply, with
applicants needing to be at least 18 years old and legally authorized to work in the United States.
Meeting these eligibility criteria is essential to ensure that licensed athletic trainers possess the
necessary knowledge and skills to perform their duties safely and effectively.

Educational Credentials

Applicants must have completed a CAATE-accredited athletic training program at the bachelor's or



master's level. The curriculum includes courses in anatomy, physiology, kinesiology, therapeutic
modalities, injury prevention, and emergency care. Clinical internships or practicums under the
supervision of certified athletic trainers provide hands-on experience. Documentation of graduation
and clinical hours is typically required during the application process.

National Certification

Obtaining the BOC certification is a critical requirement for the Illinois athletic training license. The
BOC certification reflects an individual’s competency to practice athletic training safely and
ethically. The certification process involves passing a comprehensive exam covering prevention,
examination, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation of sports-related injuries. Applicants must
maintain an active BOC certification to remain eligible for state licensure.

Application Process and Documentation

The application process for an Illinois athletic training license is designed to verify an applicant’s
qualifications and ensure compliance with state regulations. Prospective athletic trainers must
submit a completed application form along with supporting documentation to the Illinois Department
of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). The application requires detailed information
about education, certification, clinical experience, and background checks. It is essential to provide
accurate and complete information to avoid delays or denials.

Required Documents

The following documents are typically required as part of the application package:

¢ Proof of graduation from a CAATE-accredited athletic training program
e Current Board of Certification (BOC) credential

e Completed application form with personal and professional details

e Application fee payment receipt

¢ Criminal background check or fingerprinting results

« Verification of previous licensure if applicable

Submission and Processing

Applicants should carefully review all requirements before submitting their application to the IDFPR.
The department typically processes applications within a specified timeframe, after which applicants
receive notification of approval or requests for additional information. Once approved, the athletic
trainer is issued an Illinois athletic training license, allowing them to legally practice within the



state.

Examination and Certification

The examination and certification phase is integral to obtaining the Illinois athletic training license.
The Board of Certification (BOC) exam evaluates the applicant’s mastery of the knowledge and skills
necessary for safe practice. Passing this exam is a prerequisite for both initial licensure and
maintaining professional standards throughout one’s career.

BOC Examination Overview

The BOC exam is comprehensive and covers multiple domains, including injury prevention, clinical
evaluation, immediate care, treatment, rehabilitation, and professional health and well-being. The
exam is computer-based and administered at authorized testing centers nationwide. Candidates
must prepare extensively to meet the rigorous standards expected by both the BOC and Illinois
licensing authorities.

Certification Maintenance

To maintain the Illinois athletic training license, practitioners must keep their BOC certification
active. This involves completing continuing education units (CEUs) and periodically renewing the
certification according to BOC guidelines. Failure to maintain certification can result in suspension
or revocation of the state license.

License Renewal and Continuing Education

Illinois athletic training license holders are required to renew their license periodically to continue
practicing legally. Renewal ensures that athletic trainers stay current with advances in the field and
comply with state regulations. The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation sets
specific renewal cycles, typically every two years, accompanied by continuing education
requirements.

Renewal Process

License renewal involves submitting a renewal application, paying the required fee, and providing
proof of completed continuing education credits. The renewal process is designed to be
straightforward but must be completed before the expiration date to avoid penalties or lapses in
licensure.

Continuing Education Requirements

Continuing education is essential for professional development and maintaining competency. Illinois
athletic trainers must complete a minimum number of CEUs within each renewal period, focusing on



topics relevant to athletic training practice, such as injury prevention, rehabilitation techniques, and
ethical standards. Approved providers and courses must meet criteria established by the IDFPR and
the BOC.

Scope of Practice and Professional Responsibilities

The scope of practice for licensed athletic trainers in Illinois defines the range of services and
interventions they are authorized to perform. This scope is governed by state laws and professional
standards, ensuring patient safety and quality care. Athletic trainers work collaboratively with
physicians, physical therapists, and other health care professionals to optimize athletic performance
and injury management.

Authorized Services

Licensed athletic trainers in Illinois are permitted to:

¢ Conduct injury prevention and risk assessment

e Perform clinical evaluations and diagnosis of musculoskeletal injuries
e Provide emergency care and first aid

e Develop and implement rehabilitation programs

e Educate athletes and coaches on injury management and health promotion

Ethical and Legal Responsibilities

Licensed athletic trainers must adhere to ethical codes established by professional organizations and
comply with Illinois state laws. This includes maintaining patient confidentiality, obtaining informed
consent, and practicing within the limits of their training and licensure. Violations can result in
disciplinary actions, including fines, suspension, or revocation of the Illinois athletic training license.

Regulatory Authority and Legal Considerations

The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) oversees the licensure,
regulation, and discipline of athletic trainers in the state. This regulatory body ensures that all
licensed practitioners meet established standards and that the public receives safe and competent
care. The IDFPR also provides guidance on legal issues related to athletic training practice.



Role of the IDFPR

The IDFPR administers the licensure process, investigates complaints, conducts disciplinary
hearings, and enforces compliance with Illinois statutes governing athletic training. It serves as the
official authority to protect public health and safety by regulating professional conduct and
qualifications.

Legal Compliance

Licensed athletic trainers must comply with all applicable Illinois laws, including scope of practice
regulations, reporting requirements for injuries or abuse, and adherence to workplace safety
standards. Understanding and following these legal requirements is crucial to maintaining a valid
Illinois athletic training license and avoiding legal complications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois Athletic Training License?

The Illinois Athletic Training License is a professional credential issued by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) that authorizes individuals to practice athletic
training in the state.

Who needs an Illinois Athletic Training License?

Individuals who wish to practice as athletic trainers in Illinois must obtain an Illinois Athletic
Training License to legally provide athletic training services within the state.

How do I apply for an Illinois Athletic Training License?

To apply, you must submit an application through the IDFPR website, provide proof of graduation
from an accredited athletic training program, pass the Board of Certification (BOC) exam, and pay
the required fees.

What are the educational requirements for an Illinois Athletic
Training License?

Applicants must have graduated from a Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
(CAATE) accredited athletic training program to qualify for licensure in Illinois.

Is passing the Board of Certification (BOC) exam mandatory
for Illinois licensure?

Yes, passing the BOC exam is a mandatory requirement for obtaining an Illinois Athletic Training
License.



How much does it cost to get an Illinois Athletic Training
License?

As of 2024, the initial application fee for an Illinois Athletic Training License is approximately $100,
but applicants should check the IDFPR website for the most current fee information.

How often do I need to renew my Illinois Athletic Training
License?

The Illinois Athletic Training License must be renewed every two years, and renewal requires
completing continuing education requirements and paying a renewal fee.

What are the continuing education requirements for license
renewal in Illinois?

Licensees must complete a minimum of 24 hours of continuing education, including 10 hours of
evidence-based practice, every two years to maintain their Illinois Athletic Training License.

Can I practice athletic training in Illinois with a license from
another state?

Illinois does not have full reciprocity for athletic training licenses, so out-of-state license holders
must apply for licensure by endorsement and meet Illinois-specific requirements to practice legally.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Athletic Training Licensure Guidebook

This comprehensive guidebook provides detailed information on the requirements, application
process, and renewal procedures for obtaining an athletic training license in Illinois. It covers state-
specific regulations, continuing education mandates, and ethical considerations. Ideal for both new
applicants and practicing athletic trainers aiming to stay compliant with Illinois laws.

2. Essentials of Athletic Training Law in Illinois

Focusing on the legal aspects of athletic training, this book explores Illinois statutes, liability issues,
and professional conduct standards. Readers will gain insight into malpractice prevention,
documentation best practices, and risk management strategies tailored to Illinois athletic trainers. It
serves as a crucial resource for understanding the legal framework governing the profession.

3. Illinois Athletic Training Exam Preparation

Designed to help candidates pass the Illinois athletic training licensure exam, this book includes
practice questions, test-taking strategies, and detailed explanations of key concepts. It aligns with
the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Board of Certification standards and Illinois-specific
content. A must-have for those seeking certification and licensure in the state.

4. Continuing Education for Illinois Athletic Trainers
This resource outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by Illinois for maintaining
an athletic training license. It provides a curated list of approved courses, workshops, and seminars,



along with tips on documenting and reporting educational credits. The book emphasizes lifelong
learning and professional development within the Illinois context.

5. Scope of Practice and Ethical Guidelines for Illinois Athletic Trainers

This title delves into the scope of practice defined by Illinois law for athletic trainers, detailing
permissible procedures, collaboration with healthcare professionals, and ethical responsibilities. It
includes case studies and real-life scenarios to illustrate ethical dilemmas and decision-making
processes. Essential reading for ensuring professionalism and compliance.

6. Illinois Athletic Training License Renewal Handbook

A practical manual guiding licensed athletic trainers through the renewal process in Illinois,
including deadlines, required documentation, and fee schedules. It also discusses changes in
regulations and how to maintain good standing with the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation. The handbook simplifies renewal and helps avoid common pitfalls.

7. Injury Prevention and Management: Standards for Illinois Athletic Trainers

This book focuses on injury prevention strategies and management protocols aligned with Illinois
athletic training standards. It covers assessment techniques, emergency action plans, and
rehabilitation procedures specific to Illinois athletic programs. Suitable for licensed trainers seeking
to enhance their clinical skills within the state's regulatory framework.

8. Illinois Athletic Training Career Development and Licensing

Exploring career pathways in athletic training within Illinois, this book discusses licensure as a key
milestone for professional growth. It offers advice on networking, job searching, and specialization
areas recognized by Illinois licensing boards. Readers will find motivational insights and practical
guidance for advancing their athletic training careers.

9. Compliance and Regulatory Updates for Illinois Athletic Trainers

Keeping up-to-date with evolving regulations is critical, and this book compiles recent legislative
changes affecting athletic training licensure in Illinois. It highlights new compliance requirements,
reporting obligations, and enforcement policies. A valuable reference for staying informed and
ensuring ongoing adherence to state laws.
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career. The text explores issues related to cultural competence and professional behavior as well as
ethical leadership and decision-making skills that both inform and transcend the athletic training
profession. Each chapter is accompanied by frameworks that lead to both analysis and awareness of
legal statutes, ethical principles, regulatory practice acts, and professional practice standards that
encourage responsible reasoning and conduct. Contemporary journal articles can also be found in
every chapter to help readers make connections between content and clinical practice. The text also
includes assessment tools, sample models for ethical decision making, writing about moral issues,
and sample course design and delivery for teaching ethics. Included in the instructor’s materials are
nearly 50 cases to promote critical thinking as well as learning activities for each chapter. Included
with the text are online supplemental materials for faculty use in the classroom. Covering all levels
of ethical practice—from the entry-level student to the experienced athletic trainer—Professional
Ethics in Athletic Training synthesizes and integrates ethical theory and practical application for
those who practice and lead with integrity.
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establish a foundation of knowledge. This valuable resource is designed for both prospective and
current athletic training students. Topics include the history of the National Athletic Trainers
Association, diversity, employment settings, emerging trends, and educational resources. Unlike
other introductory athletic training texts, much of the information is derived from interviews with a
diverse group of professionals. This method allows for insight and advice on work environments,
ethics, professional preparation, maximizing clinical education opportunities, and building a
successful career. The reader is provided with a multitude of answers to many real-life athletic
training situations. To further facilitate learning, an interactive website companion has been
developed to complement the text. Through this website you will find a range of helpful features
including web resources pertaining to the corresponding chapter topics, flash cards teaching
important concepts, and quizzes testing the knowledge presented. The Athletic Training Student
Primer: A Foundation for Success effectively blends the core concepts in athletic training with
guidance on the human elements of the profession to provide a springboard for future study.
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Konin, Richard Ray, 2018-03-21 Athletic trainers require more administrative knowledge than ever
before, and Management Strategies in Athletic Training, Fifth Edition, is designed to help them
master that knowledge. The latest edition of this respected text prepares athletic trainers to be
successful in any setting and with any clientele. It does so by presenting new material that covers
trends and issues that today’s athletic trainers are facing. New to this Edition Management
Strategies in Athletic Training, Fifth Edition, offers a great deal of new content: * A new chapter on



the profession, addressing its history, differentiation between various NATA committees, the
evolution of athletic training, and more ¢ A new chapter on professional advocacy that explains how
bills become law, the need for advocacy in the profession, the value of youth sport safety legislation,
and more * New content on documentation, injury surveillance, NATA position statements,
reimbursement and salary issues, and new athletic training CPT codes * A new appendix that lists
each state’s scope of practice, board and structure, and regulations for athletic training
Management Strategies in Athletic Training, Fifth Edition, also includes thoroughly updated content
in many areas: ¢ Preparticipation physical exam standards and drug education and testing standards
* Emergency planning ¢ Health care financial management ¢ Legal testimony and depositions ¢
Ethical practices in sports medicine * Legal standards ¢« Employment settings ¢ Negotiation skills *
OSHA requirements for health care facilities Ancillaries Management Strategies in Athletic Training,
Fifth Edition, comes with these ancillaries: * An instructor guide that is loaded with useful
instructional aids, including student activity suggestions, extra case studies, suggested readings,
and a sample syllabus * Chapter quizzes with 183 questions you can use to generate tests and
quizzes * An image bank that includes the majority of the figures and tables from the text, which you
can use in creating your presentations Text Features At the end of each chapter, you will find two
helpful tools: case studies with questions for analysis, which will help students apply concepts and
theories to real-world situations, and a key concepts review section that repeats the chapter
objectives and shows how the chapter addressed those objectives. The text also provides these
pedagogical aids to enhance the student learning experience: * Key words ¢ Pearls of Management
sidebars that provide insights that readers will find useful during their careers as athletic trainers ¢
Glossary * Chapter objectives * Sample forms ¢ Key Points (nuggets of practical information) Strong
Content for Many Audiences Management Strategies in Athletic Training, Fifth Edition, is a
comprehensive resource for all athletic trainers, meeting the bulk of the discipline-specific content
for an entry-level athletic training curriculum. The text is suitable for entry-level students preparing
for credentialing and certification, graduate students preparing for credentialing or working toward
an advanced degree, athletic training residents seeking to reinforce and apply leadership techniques
in their residency, and practicing athletic trainers who want to update their knowledge and skills in
athletic training administration. Equipped to Meet Today’s and Tomorrow’s Challenges Management
Strategies in Athletic Training, Fifth Edition, is the ideal text to prepare athletic trainers of the
future to deal effectively with the many administrative and managerial challenges they will face in
an increasingly complex and changing health care environment. Practitioners will find the book’s
contemporary approach to addressing today’s management culture very refreshing.
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