
maxwell qualitative research design
maxwell qualitative research design is a comprehensive approach to
qualitative inquiry developed by Joseph A. Maxwell, emphasizing the
importance of coherence, flexibility, and depth in research planning. This
design framework aids researchers in systematically organizing their studies
by focusing on five core components: goals, conceptual framework, research
questions, methods, and validity. The maxwell qualitative research design is
particularly valued for its adaptability across diverse qualitative
methodologies and disciplines, promoting thorough understanding and credible
findings. This article explores the fundamental principles of Maxwell’s
model, its components, practical applications, and strategies for enhancing
research validity. Additionally, it examines how this design supports the
dynamic nature of qualitative research while maintaining methodological
rigor. Readers will gain insights into structuring qualitative studies
effectively using Maxwell’s approach, optimizing their research outcomes, and
addressing common challenges in qualitative research design.
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Overview of Maxwell Qualitative Research Design
The maxwell qualitative research design offers a structured yet flexible
blueprint for conducting qualitative research. Developed to enhance clarity
and coherence, this design prioritizes the alignment of various research
elements to achieve meaningful and insightful outcomes. Unlike rigid models,
Maxwell’s approach encourages iterative refinement throughout the research
process, reflecting the evolving nature of qualitative inquiry. This design
framework is widely used across social sciences, education, health studies,
and other fields that rely on qualitative data to explore complex phenomena.

Historical Context and Development
Joseph A. Maxwell introduced this qualitative research design framework to
address common shortcomings in qualitative research planning, such as lack of
coherence and insufficient attention to validity. His model integrates key



research components into a single, comprehensive design that supports both
exploratory and explanatory qualitative studies. By emphasizing
interrelationships among components, Maxwell’s design fosters a systematic
and transparent research approach.

Purpose and Scope
The primary purpose of the maxwell qualitative research design is to guide
researchers in developing robust qualitative studies that are both flexible
and methodologically sound. The design caters to various qualitative
methodologies, including ethnography, case studies, grounded theory, and
phenomenology, making it highly adaptable. Its scope encompasses the entire
research process, from initial goal setting to data collection, analysis, and
validation.

Core Components of Maxwell’s Design
The maxwell qualitative research design is characterized by five interrelated
components that together form a cohesive research plan. Understanding each
component is essential for applying the design effectively in qualitative
research projects.

1. Research Goals
Research goals define the overarching purpose of the study, articulating what
the researcher aims to achieve. These goals can be descriptive, exploratory,
or explanatory, guiding the direction and focus of the research. Clear goals
help narrow the scope and ensure that the study remains relevant and
impactful.

2. Conceptual Framework
The conceptual framework consists of the theories, models, and key concepts
that inform the study. This framework shapes the interpretation of data and
provides a lens through which the research questions are examined. It also
helps situate the study within existing scholarly debates and knowledge.

3. Research Questions
Research questions specify the particular inquiries the study seeks to
answer. They are derived from the research goals and conceptual framework and
serve as a guide for data collection and analysis. Well-formulated questions
are clear, focused, and aligned with the study’s objectives.



4. Methods
Methods encompass the strategies and techniques used to gather and analyze
data. This includes selecting participants, data collection tools such as
interviews or observations, and analytical procedures like coding or thematic
analysis. Maxwell’s design encourages methodological flexibility to adapt to
the evolving research context.

5. Validity
Validity addresses the credibility and trustworthiness of the research
findings. Maxwell emphasizes multiple strategies for enhancing validity, such
as triangulation, member checking, and rich, thick descriptions. Validity
considerations are integrated throughout the research process rather than
treated as an afterthought.

Implementing Maxwell’s Design in Qualitative
Studies
Applying the maxwell qualitative research design requires careful planning
and ongoing reflection to ensure alignment among its components. Researchers
need to consider how each element interacts with others to maintain coherence
and depth.

Step-by-Step Application

Define Clear Research Goals: Establish what the study intends to1.
accomplish, focusing on specific phenomena or issues.

Develop a Conceptual Framework: Identify relevant theories and concepts2.
that will guide interpretation.

Formulate Research Questions: Create precise and manageable questions3.
that link to the goals and framework.

Choose Appropriate Methods: Select data collection and analysis4.
techniques suited to the research questions.

Plan for Validity: Incorporate strategies to enhance the credibility of5.
findings from the outset.

Iterate and Refine: Continuously revisit and adjust components as new6.
insights emerge during the research process.



Practical Considerations
When implementing the maxwell qualitative research design, it is important to
remain flexible and responsive to the research context. Researchers should
document their decision-making processes and be transparent about changes to
the design. This practice strengthens the study’s integrity and facilitates
richer analysis.

Ensuring Validity and Reliability in Maxwell’s
Framework
Validity is a cornerstone of maxwell qualitative research design, ensuring
that the study’s conclusions are trustworthy and meaningful. Maxwell proposes
several strategies to bolster validity throughout the qualitative research
process.

Triangulation
Triangulation involves using multiple data sources, methods, or investigators
to cross-check findings. This approach minimizes bias and enhances the depth
and breadth of understanding.

Member Checking
Member checking entails sharing findings or interpretations with participants
to verify accuracy and resonance. This process helps confirm that the
researcher’s conclusions reflect participants’ perspectives.

Rich, Thick Descriptions
Providing detailed contextual information allows readers to understand the
setting and circumstances of the study, supporting transferability and
credibility.

Reflexivity
Researchers are encouraged to engage in reflexivity by acknowledging their
own biases and how these may influence the research process and outcomes.
This awareness contributes to transparency and ethical rigor.



Advantages and Challenges of Maxwell
Qualitative Research Design
The maxwell qualitative research design offers numerous benefits but also
presents certain challenges that researchers must navigate to maximize its
effectiveness.

Advantages

Flexibility: The design accommodates changes and refinements, reflecting
the iterative nature of qualitative research.

Coherence: It fosters alignment between research goals, questions,
methods, and validity, enhancing study rigor.

Comprehensiveness: By integrating multiple components, it provides a
holistic framework for research planning.

Applicability: Suitable for diverse qualitative methodologies and
disciplines, increasing its utility.

Challenges

Complexity: Managing the interrelated components can be demanding,
especially for novice researchers.

Time-Consuming: Iterative refinement and validity checks require
substantial time and effort.

Balancing Flexibility and Structure: Maintaining coherence while
allowing adaptation can be difficult.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Maxwell qualitative research design?
Maxwell qualitative research design is an approach to qualitative research
developed by Joseph A. Maxwell that emphasizes an interactive model
integrating goals, conceptual framework, research questions, methods, and
validity to create a coherent and flexible research strategy.



What are the key components of Maxwell's qualitative
research design?
The key components include research goals, conceptual framework, research
questions, methods, and validity. These components interact dynamically to
guide the research process in a flexible and coherent manner.

How does Maxwell's design differ from traditional
qualitative research designs?
Maxwell's design focuses on the interconnectedness of all research elements
rather than a linear process. It encourages flexibility and iterative
refinement throughout the study, unlike traditional designs that may follow
rigid step-by-step procedures.

Why is validity important in Maxwell's qualitative
research design?
Validity ensures that the research findings are accurate and credible.
Maxwell emphasizes considering different types of validity (descriptive,
interpretive, theoretical, and evaluative) throughout the research to
strengthen the study's trustworthiness.

Can Maxwell's qualitative research design be applied
to mixed methods research?
Yes, Maxwell's design is flexible and can be adapted for mixed methods
research to integrate qualitative and quantitative data, focusing on
coherence among research goals, questions, and methods.

How does Maxwell suggest developing research
questions in qualitative research?
Maxwell recommends that research questions be closely tied to the research
goals and conceptual framework, and they should be open-ended to explore
processes, meanings, and contexts rather than testing hypotheses.

What role does the conceptual framework play in
Maxwell's qualitative research design?
The conceptual framework helps to organize and interpret data by outlining
key concepts, assumptions, and relationships. It guides the research
questions and methods, providing a foundation for understanding findings.



Where can researchers learn more about Maxwell
qualitative research design?
Researchers can learn more by reading Joseph A. Maxwell's book "Qualitative
Research Design: An Interactive Approach" and related academic articles that
explain and apply his model in various research contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive Approach by Joseph A. Maxwell
This book is a foundational text that offers a clear and practical
introduction to designing qualitative research. Maxwell emphasizes the
interactive nature of research design, showing how the various
components—goals, conceptual framework, research questions, methods, and
validity—work together. It is particularly useful for students and
researchers who want to develop a coherent and thoughtful qualitative study.

2. Understanding and Evaluating Qualitative Educational Research by J. Amos
Hatch
Hatch provides a comprehensive guide to qualitative research, focusing on
evaluation and design principles. The book discusses Maxwell’s approach
alongside other methodologies, helping readers critically assess and design
qualitative projects. Its emphasis on educational contexts makes it valuable
for researchers in education and social sciences.

3. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches by
John W. Creswell and Cheryl N. Poth
While covering various qualitative approaches, Creswell and Poth’s book
complements Maxwell’s work by detailing design strategies and philosophical
foundations. It helps researchers select appropriate methods and design
frameworks based on their research questions and goals. The text also
provides practical examples and considerations for validity and ethics.

4. Designing Qualitative Research by Catherine Marshall and Gretchen B.
Rossman
Marshall and Rossman offer an in-depth look at qualitative research design,
focusing on the integration of theory, method, and data collection. Their
approach aligns with Maxwell’s emphasis on an interactive and flexible design
process. The book is well-suited for graduate students and researchers
seeking to refine their qualitative research skills.

5. Case Study Research: Design and Methods by Robert K. Yin
Though focused on case study research, Yin’s book is a classic that addresses
qualitative design principles relevant to Maxwell’s framework. It provides
rigorous strategies for designing case studies with attention to validity,
reliability, and analytical techniques. Researchers can apply Yin’s
systematic approach to enhance the robustness of their qualitative designs.

6. Crafting Qualitative Research: Working in the Postpositivist Traditions by



Pushkala Prasad
Prasad explores qualitative research design from a postpositivist
perspective, offering insights that complement Maxwell’s interactive design
approach. The book discusses the negotiation of research goals, conceptual
frameworks, and methods in complex social settings. It encourages reflexivity
and rigor in designing qualitative studies.

7. Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods Sourcebook by Matthew B. Miles, A.
Michael Huberman, and Johnny Saldaña
While primarily focused on data analysis, this sourcebook is essential for
understanding how data collection and analysis fit into qualitative research
design. It supports Maxwell’s view that design is an ongoing and interactive
process. Researchers will find valuable techniques for managing and
interpreting qualitative data within a coherent design framework.

8. The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research edited by Norman K. Denzin and
Yvonna S. Lincoln
This comprehensive handbook covers a wide range of qualitative research
methodologies and design issues. It includes discussions on conceptual
frameworks and validity that resonate with Maxwell’s approach. The volume
serves as an essential reference for advanced qualitative researchers aiming
to deepen their understanding of research design.

9. Interpretive Research Design: Concepts and Processes by Peregrine
Schwartz-Shea and Dvora Yanow
Schwartz-Shea and Yanow provide a detailed guide to designing qualitative
research from an interpretive perspective. Their treatment of the
relationship between theory, research questions, and methods aligns with
Maxwell’s interactive design model. The book is particularly useful for
researchers interested in interpretive and constructivist approaches to
qualitative inquiry.
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and how they interact with each other. The text presents a clear strategy for creating coherent and
workable relationships among these design components and highlights key design issues. Based on a
course the author taught for seven years at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, the work is
written in an informal, jargon-free style and incorporates many examples and hands-on exercises.
  maxwell qualitative research design: A Realist Approach for Qualitative Research Joseph A.
Maxwell, 2012 This ground-breaking book makes the case for adopting a realist philosophical
perspective for qualitative research. Joseph Maxwell argues for critically applying a realist ontology
to a number of important theoretical and methodological issues. This can provide a stronger
justification for what qualitative researchers do, he contends, and significantly contribute to current
theories and practices. The book outlines critical realism and considers its implications for how we
conceptualize meaning and culture, causation, and diversity. The author applies critical realist ideas
and approaches to the design and methods of qualitative research, and presents two in-depth case
studies of projects he conducted, describing how realist (and other) perspectives informed the
research, the methods, and the conclusions.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Qualitative Research Design Joseph A. Maxwell,
2020-08-31
  maxwell qualitative research design: Qualitative Research Design Joseph Alex Maxwell,
1996-05-21 This innovative approach to qualitative design emphasizes the components of a design
and how these interact with each other and the environment in which the study is situated
  maxwell qualitative research design: Summary of Joseph A. Maxwell's Qualitative Research
Design Everest Media,, 2022-10-12T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The general concept of design is the underlying scheme
that governs functioning, developing, or unfolding. It is the ordinary, everyday meaning of the term,
as illustrated by the following quote from a clothing catalog: It starts with design.... We carefully
consider every detail. #2 The term research design is used to describe the plan or protocol for
carrying out or accomplishing something, especially a scientific experiment. However, in qualitative
research, the activities of collecting and analyzing data, developing and modifying theory, and
identifying and addressing validity threats are all going on simultaneously. #3 The design of your
research is just as important as the research itself. The design of your research is a model of, as well
as for, research. It is a real entity that has real consequences. #4 The model I present here has five
components, each of which addresses a specific set of concerns: goals, a conceptual framework,
research questions, methods, and validity. The different parts of a design form an integrated and
interacting whole, with each component closely tied to several others.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Qualitative Research Design Joseph Maxwell, Margaret
Chmiel, 2015
  maxwell qualitative research design: The SAGE Handbook of Applied Social Research
Methods Leonard Bickman, Debra J. Rog, 2009 This Handbook addresses the methodology of social
science research and the appropriate use of different methods.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Handbook of Applied Social Research Methods Leonard
Bickman, Debra J. Rog, 1998 Handbook of Applied Social Research Methods is a comprehensive,
intelligent & authoritative guide to researchers who need to select & use the most suitable
approach, specific designs, & data collection procedures for their applied research.
  maxwell qualitative research design: STUDYGUIDE FOR QUALITATIVE RES Cram101
Textbook Reviews, 2016-11-07 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Includes all testable terms,
concepts, persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of the
outlines, highlights, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests.
Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanies: 9781412981194. This item is printed on demand.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Followership Development and Enactment among
the Acholi of Uganda David Wesley Ofumbi, 2019-07-25 The industrial era organizations used
dualistic leadership theory, which regarded followers as objects of leaders' influence to socialize
them into passive followership irrespective of context and outcome. Consequently, organizations



focused on leadership and condemned active followership as a toxic behavior that sabotages
organizational processes and outcomes. However, the emergence of relational leadership theory in
the information era flattened organizational structure, which created a greater need for
collaboration within and across sectors. In this new era, organizations cannot survive without
responsible individuals who could be productive as both leaders and followers. As a result,
organizations are experiencing high demand for active followership throughout organizational ranks,
roles, and relationships. Nonetheless, since followership studies are still in their infancy, there is
hardly any information on how followers develop and enact active followership. Whereas some
studies established followership identity, role, and behaviors, and identified factors influencing their
development, none has explored how they do so. This study offers a theory of followership
development and enactment anchored in a seamless paradigm that can be used to expand leadership
theory beyond dualistic tendencies that absolutized the differences among leadership variables
despite their seamlessness. Therefore, it enhances organizational desire and capacity to develop and
engage star followers effectively.
  maxwell qualitative research design: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research Design
Uwe Flick, 2022-03-17 Qualitative research design is continually evolving. It is not only more
established in disciplines beyond the traditional social sciences in which it is a standard choice, but
also just as impacted by the changes in what data, technologies, and approaches researchers are
using. This Handbook takes readers through the foundational theories, functions, strategies, and
approaches to qualitative research design, before showcasing how it negotiates different data and
research environments and produces credible, actionable impact beyond the study. Containing
contributions from over 90 top scholars from a range of social science disciplines, this Handbook is
not just an anthology of different qualitative research designs and how/when to use them; it is a
complete exploration of how and why these designs are shaped and how, why, and into what they
are evolving. This is a valuable resource for Master’s and PhD level students, faculty members, and
researchers across a wide range of disciplines such as health, nursing, psychology, social work,
sociology, and education. Volume One: Part I: Concepts of Designing Designs in Qualitative
Research Part 2: Theories and Epistemological Contexts of Designing Qualitative Research Part 3:
Elements of Designing Qualitative Research Part 4: Basic Designs and Research Strategies in
Qualitative Research Part 5: Mixing Methods in Designing Qualitative Research Volume Two: Part 6:
Designing Qualitative Research for Specific Kinds of Data Part 7: Designing Qualitative Online and
Multimodal Research Part 8: Designing Qualitative Research for Specific Groups and Areas Part 9:
Designing Qualitative Research in Disciplinary Fields Part 10: Designing Qualitative Research for
Impact
  maxwell qualitative research design: The Oxford Handbook of Group Counseling Robert
K. Conyne, 2011-08-22 Group counseling is a dynamic and valuable treatment device used by
therapists throughout the psychological disciplines, one that has proven effective in promoting
change and growth in a variety of populations and settings. The Oxford Handbook of Group
Counseling takes an innovative approach to this expansive topic, providing both a comprehensive
field manual for practitioners and an authoritative reference work for teachers and researchers.
Comprising 31 topic-based chapters by leading practitioners and researchers, this handbook covers
the full spectrum of current and relevant topics in group counseling, including: - definitions and
background - history and efficacy - key change processes (e.g., therapeutic factors, group cohesion,
group climate) - group leader strategies and characteristics - new applications for group counseling
strategies, including online groups - group counseling with special populations - the future of group
counseling With roots in the most recent and relevant literature, The Oxford Handbook of Group
Counseling is an ideal text for training programs (counselor education, clinical psychology, social
work, or human services) or as a reference for researchers in counseling psychology. Whoever the
reader, it a valuable and comprehensive guidebook for both students and practitioners in the
growing practice of group counseling.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Handbook of Mixed Methods in Social & Behavioral



Research Abbas Tashakkori, Charles Teddlie, 2003 The Handbook contains a gold mine of articles by
leading scholars on what has come to be known as the third methodological movement in social
research. Aimed at surveying the differing viewpoints and disciplinary approaches of mixed
methods, this breakthrough book examines mixed methods from the research enterprise to
paradigmatic issues to application. The book also discusses the strengths and weaknesses of mixed
methods designs, and provides an array of specific examples in a variety of disciplines, from
psychology to nursing. The book closes with a brief section on how to teach and perform
collaborative research using a mixed methods research design. Written so that it can be used either
as a pedagogical tool or as a reference for researchers, the book is rich in examples and includes a
glossary, easy-to-follow diagrams, and tables to help readers become more familiar with the
language and controversies in this evolving area.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Counseling Research Richard S. Balkin, David M.
Kleist, 2016-10-20 This introductory text for counselors-in-training and emerging researchers
focuses on research methodology, design, measurement, and evaluation. Richard Balkin and David
Kleist explain the primary research methods used in counseling while emphasizing the importance of
ethics and multicultural issues, demonstrating a professional counselor identity within the
framework of research, and outlining the specific approaches used to inform counseling practice.
The book contains four parts: The Essence of Research in the Counseling Profession, Quantitative
Research Designs, Qualitative Research Designs, and Practice-Based Research. Key features include
case examples that bridge the technicalities of research and the realities of practice; strategies for
designing research; guidelines for counselors considering topics for a thesis, a dissertation, or the
development of an initial study; examples of current counseling research articles; and suggested
activities to enhance understanding of the material in each chapter and facilitate classroom
discussion. *Requests for digital versions from ACA can be found on www.wiley.com. *To purchase
print copies, please visit the ACA website here *Reproduction requests for material from books
published by ACA should be directed to publications@counseling.org
  maxwell qualitative research design: Toward a Broader Understanding of Stress and
Coping Qun G. Jiao, Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie, Kathleen M. T. Collins, 2010-06-01 Research on stress
and coping phenomena has been among the most widely studied topics in social and behavioral
sciences during the past several decades. Notwithstanding, the authors in this book have expanded
the base of stress and coping research by providing a valuable reference source that includes
guidelines and frameworks as well as empirical findings related to the application of mixed methods
approaches to the study of stress and coping. This book is intended not only for stress and coping
researchers, but also for social and behavioral science researchers at various levels—from students,
instructors, and advisors to applied researchers, research methodologists, and theorists. The 15
chapters are divided into three distinct sections. The five chapters in Section I focus mainly on topics
pertaining to the conceptual and theoretical aspects of mixed methods research in the study of
stress and coping. The five chapters in Section II address the major methodological issues of mixed
methods research. Section III presents five empirical studies of mixed methods research as applied
to the field of stress and coping. This book illustrates the perspectives of innovative interconnections
in the application of mixed methods research to the study of stress and coping. It also provides
readers with new ways of designing and evaluating strategies and programs that aim to reduce
stress and improve coping mechanisms.
  maxwell qualitative research design: The Middle Ages in Popular Imagination Paul B.
Sturtevant, 2018-02-28 It is often assumed that those outside of academia know very little about the
Middle Ages. But the truth is not so simple. Non-specialists in fact learn a great deal from the
myriad medievalisms - post-medieval imaginings of the medieval world - that pervade our everyday
culture. These, like Lord of the Rings or Game of Thrones, offer compelling, if not necessarily
accurate, visions of the medieval world. And more, they have an impact on the popular imagination,
particularly since there are new medievalisms constantly being developed, synthesised and remade.
But what does the public really know? How do the conflicting medievalisms they consume contribute



to their knowledge? And why is this important? In this book, the first evidence-based exploration of
the wider public's understanding of the Middle Ages, Paul B. Sturtevant adapts sociological methods
to answer these important questions. Based on extensive focus groups, the book details the ways -
both formal and informal - that people learn about the medieval past and the many other ways that
this informs, and even distorts, our present. In the process, Sturtevant also sheds light, in more
general terms, onto the ways non-specialists learn about the past, and why understanding this is so
important. The Middle Ages in Popular Imagination will be of interest to anyone working on
medieval studies, medievalism, memory studies, medieval film studies, informal learning or public
history.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Transforming Strategic Decision-making through
Finance Business Partnering Jimoh K. Ololade, Xihui Haviour Chen, Victor Chang, 2024-09-09
This book addresses a significant research gap by delving into the Finance Business Partnering
(FBP) model within the not-for-profit sector of the Gulf countries, with a specific emphasis on Qatar
Foundation. While an extensive body of literature explores the FBP model in developed nations,
there exists a notable dearth of research in the Middle East and third-world countries. The book
aims to rectify this imbalance by offering practical insights derived from Qatar Foundation,
showcasing the advantages of adopting the FBP model. It goes beyond theoretical frameworks,
presenting in-depth data analysis that substantiates the pivotal role of FBPs in supporting effective
decision-making processes. By delving into essential concepts such as change management,
contingency theory, and organizational culture, the book provides a comprehensive understanding of
the factors influencing the successful adoption and implementation of the FBP model. Notably, it
introduces practical examples and real-world applications to underscore the model’s efficacy,
making it a valuable resource for both scholars and practitioners in the fields of management and
financial accounting.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Qualitative Research Design Joseph Alex Maxwell,
2020 Despite the importance of research design for both qualitative and quantitative research, there
has been little systematic investigation, in the literature on research design, of the concept of
Bdesign itself. This entry addresses the different ways in which design has been understood in
qualitative research and the implications of these for designing and conducting qualitative studies. A
key difference is between design as a plan or model for conducting a study and design as the actual
structure and interrelationships of the research Bon the ground. These differences have important
implications for how the design of a research study is planned, implemented, and modified, for how
the different components of a design (including the goals, conceptual framework, research
questions, and methods) are conceptualized and developed, and for how validity and ethical issues
are addressed. Two specific tools, memos and visual displays, are discussed that can be useful in
designing a study.
  maxwell qualitative research design: Researching the Arts Therapies Roger Grainger, 1999
Writing from a dramatherapist's perspective, Roger Grainger looks at methods of researching the
arts therapies, and how particular definitions of research affect our understanding and practising of
arts therapies. He places approaches to research in four categories: quantitative research (which
seeks to demonstrate), qualitative research (which explains by describing), action research (which
explains by experiencing) and art-based research (which aims to document in an appropriate
language, in this case art). Grainger evaluates all of these approaches, arguing that our theoretical
or philosophical understanding of what research actually is has an effect on what we think research
can be used for. Grainger argues that research always involves a trade-off between two kinds of
inaccuracy, numerical and experiential, which correspond to the imprecise fit of the way we think
about life and life itself. A range of research paradigms is useful because each regards the world in a
different way. Taken together they provide a range of ways of increasing our understanding.
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