
matt warshaw history of surfing

matt warshaw history of surfing is widely regarded as one of the most comprehensive and
authoritative accounts of the evolution of surfing as both a sport and cultural phenomenon. This work
meticulously traces the origins of surfing from ancient Polynesian roots through its transformation into
a global pastime embraced by millions. By examining key historical figures, technological
advancements, and shifts in cultural attitudes, the matt warshaw history of surfing provides an
invaluable resource for understanding how surfing has developed and impacted societies worldwide.
The narrative also explores the intersection of surfing with art, literature, and environmental
consciousness, illustrating the sport’s broader significance. This article will delve into the major
themes and milestones covered in Warshaw’s scholarship, offering insights into the history of surfing
as documented by one of its foremost historians. The following sections outline the main topics
discussed throughout the matt warshaw history of surfing.

Origins and Ancient Surfing Traditions

Surfing in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries

Technological Innovations and Board Design

Surf Culture and Media Influence

Modern Competitive Surfing and Global Expansion

Environmentalism and Surfing’s Future

Origins and Ancient Surfing Traditions
The matt warshaw history of surfing begins by exploring the ancient origins of the sport, tracing its
roots to Polynesian cultures over a thousand years ago. Surfing was not merely a recreational activity
but a deeply spiritual and social practice intertwined with community rituals and traditional
knowledge. Early surfers crafted wooden boards from native trees and developed sophisticated riding
techniques adapted to various wave conditions. Warshaw’s research highlights archaeological
evidence and oral histories that emphasize surfing’s role in Hawaiian society as a symbol of status
and connection to nature.

Polynesian Beginnings
According to the matt warshaw history of surfing, Polynesian voyagers brought the practice of wave
riding across the Pacific Ocean, establishing surfing as a central activity in islands such as Tahiti,
Samoa, and notably Hawaii. The sport was closely linked to religious beliefs, with surfers often
seeking favor from gods associated with the ocean. The design of early surfboards varied depending
on the intended use, from short alaia boards to longer olo boards used by chiefs. These distinctions
underscored social hierarchy and cultural values within the community.



Surfing as Ceremony and Sport
Surfing’s role extended beyond entertainment in ancient times; it was a ceremonial act and a method
of physical training. Competitions and displays of skill were common, serving to reinforce social bonds
and display prowess. The matt warshaw history of surfing documents how these traditions persisted
even as indigenous cultures faced colonization and external pressures, preserving surfing as a vital
element of identity.

Surfing in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries
The transition of surfing from indigenous Hawaiian practice to a broader phenomenon began in the
19th century, marked by increased Western contact and cultural exchange. The matt warshaw history
of surfing details the decline of traditional Hawaiian surfing under missionary influence and the
eventual revival sparked by key figures in the early 20th century. This period witnessed the sport’s
gradual introduction to mainland America and Australia, laying the groundwork for its global diffusion.

Impact of Western Contact
Western colonization brought significant cultural changes that threatened many native Hawaiian
practices, including surfing. Missionaries often viewed surfing as pagan and discouraged its practice.
However, the matt warshaw history of surfing notes that despite these pressures, surfing survived
through local resistance and adaptation. By the late 1800s, surfing began to attract attention from
Western visitors who were fascinated by the sport and its connection to Hawaiian culture.

Early Promoters and Revivalists
Individuals such as Duke Kahanamoku played pivotal roles in reintroducing surfing to a wider
audience. Warshaw’s history chronicles how Kahanamoku’s exhibitions and Olympic fame in the early
1900s helped popularize surfing internationally. Surf clubs and organized competitions emerged,
signaling the sport’s transition into a modern recreational activity.

Technological Innovations and Board Design
Central to the matt warshaw history of surfing is the evolution of surfboard technology, which has
dramatically influenced the sport’s accessibility and style. From the heavy, cumbersome wooden
boards of antiquity to today’s lightweight, performance-oriented designs, innovations in materials and
shape have continually expanded the possibilities for surfers worldwide.

Early Board Construction
Traditional Hawaiian boards were constructed from dense woods such as koa and wiliwili, often
weighing over 100 pounds. Warshaw details how these boards required significant strength and
technique to maneuver, limiting surfing to the physically adept. The matt warshaw history of surfing
explains how early 20th-century shapers began experimenting with lighter woods and new shapes to



improve performance.

Foam and Fiberglass Revolution
The introduction of foam cores and fiberglass coverings in the mid-20th century revolutionized
surfboard manufacturing. Boards became lighter, more durable, and easier to produce, allowing the
sport to grow rapidly. Warshaw highlights key innovators like Tom Blake and Bob Simmons who
pioneered these developments. The matt warshaw history of surfing also emphasizes how these
technological advances democratized surfing, making it accessible to a broader population beyond
Hawaii and California.

Modern Board Shapes and Materials
Contemporary surfboards benefit from advanced composites, computer-aided design, and specialized
shapes tailored for different wave conditions. Warshaw’s history documents the rise of shortboards,
fish designs, and hybrid boards, each reflecting changes in surfing styles and competitive demands.
These innovations continue to shape the sport’s evolution and cultural expression.

Surf Culture and Media Influence
The matt warshaw history of surfing explores how surfing evolved into a distinct cultural movement
characterized by unique music, fashion, language, and lifestyle. Media, including films, magazines,
and music, played a crucial role in shaping public perceptions and spreading surfing culture globally.

Surf Music and Lifestyle
The 1960s witnessed the emergence of surf music and a vibrant youth culture associated with beach
life. Warshaw’s research outlines how bands like The Beach Boys popularized the surfing image,
embedding it into mainstream American culture. The matt warshaw history of surfing connects these
developments to broader social trends, including the rise of counterculture and environmental
awareness.

Surf Films and Publications
Documentary and feature films helped bring the excitement and allure of surfing to audiences
worldwide. Warshaw details iconic surf films and magazines that contributed to the sport’s mythology
and inspired new generations of surfers. These media outlets also served as platforms for
environmental advocacy and community building within the surfing world.

Language and Identity
Surfing developed its own lexicon and social norms, which Warshaw analyzes as markers of identity
and group cohesion. Terms like “tube ride,” “wipeout,” and “hang ten” entered popular usage,



illustrating the sport’s cultural imprint. The matt warshaw history of surfing highlights how this shared
language fosters connection among surfers across diverse geographic regions.

Modern Competitive Surfing and Global Expansion
The matt warshaw history of surfing outlines the emergence and professionalization of competitive
surfing from the mid-20th century onward. The establishment of international contests and governing
bodies transformed surfing into a recognized sport with global appeal.

Formation of Surfing Organizations
Organizations such as the International Surfing Association (ISA) and the World Surf League (WSL)
have formalized competition rules and promoted surfing worldwide. Warshaw’s history traces their
development and influence on the sport’s legitimacy and visibility. The matt warshaw history of
surfing emphasizes the growing diversity of competitors and venues, reflecting surfing’s expansion
beyond its traditional strongholds.

Olympic Inclusion and Global Recognition
Surfing’s inclusion in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics marked a milestone in its evolution. Warshaw
discusses the significance of Olympic competition for the sport’s future, including increased funding,
youth participation, and international representation. The matt warshaw history of surfing frames this
achievement as part of a broader trend toward mainstream acceptance.

Challenges and Opportunities in Modern Surfing
While competitive surfing has flourished, Warshaw notes ongoing challenges such as environmental
threats to surf breaks, commercialization pressures, and balancing tradition with innovation. The matt
warshaw history of surfing identifies opportunities for growth through sustainable practices and
inclusive community development.

Environmentalism and Surfing’s Future
The matt warshaw history of surfing concludes by examining the sport’s relationship with
environmentalism and conservation. Surfers often serve as advocates for ocean health, reflecting
their deep connection to natural ecosystems.

Surfing and Ocean Conservation
Warshaw details how surfers have organized to protect beaches, reefs, and marine life from pollution
and development. Campaigns to raise awareness about climate change and plastic waste are integral
to contemporary surf culture. The matt warshaw history of surfing highlights notable initiatives led by
surfers and related organizations worldwide.



Technological Innovations for Sustainability
In response to environmental concerns, surfboard manufacturers and surfers are adopting eco-
friendly materials and practices. Warshaw covers advances such as biodegradable resins, recycled
foam, and sustainable shaping techniques. These efforts aim to minimize surfing’s ecological footprint
while preserving the sport’s heritage.

Future Directions for Surfing
The matt warshaw history of surfing anticipates continued growth and diversification, with new
technologies, global participation, and environmental stewardship shaping the sport’s trajectory.
Warshaw envisions a future where surfing remains a powerful cultural and ecological force, inspiring
connection to the ocean and each other.

Ancient Polynesian Surfing Origins

Western Influence and Surfing Revival

Advancements in Surfboard Technology

Surf Culture and Media Impact

Global Competitive Surfing

Environmental Advocacy in Surfing

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Matt Warshaw and why is he significant in the history
of surfing?
Matt Warshaw is a renowned surfing historian and author, best known for his comprehensive work
documenting the history and culture of surfing. His contributions have been instrumental in
preserving and sharing surfing's rich heritage.

What is 'The History of Surfing' by Matt Warshaw?
'The History of Surfing' is a definitive book by Matt Warshaw that chronicles the evolution of surfing
from its ancient Polynesian roots to modern-day surfing culture. It is widely regarded as one of the
most thorough and authoritative accounts on the subject.



How has Matt Warshaw contributed to surfing culture outside
of writing books?
Besides authoring books, Matt Warshaw has contributed to surfing culture through curating
exhibitions, writing articles, and maintaining an extensive online surfing encyclopedia that serves as a
valuable resource for surfers and historians alike.

What makes Matt Warshaw’s approach to surfing history
unique?
Matt Warshaw combines meticulous research with storytelling, incorporating interviews, photographs,
and archival materials to provide a nuanced and engaging narrative of surfing’s development across
different regions and eras.

Can 'The History of Surfing' by Matt Warshaw be used as an
academic resource?
Yes, 'The History of Surfing' is frequently used as an academic resource in cultural studies,
anthropology, and sports history courses due to its detailed research and comprehensive coverage of
surfing’s social and historical contexts.

Has Matt Warshaw updated 'The History of Surfing' to reflect
recent developments in surfing?
Yes, Matt Warshaw has released updated editions of 'The History of Surfing' to include recent trends,
technological advancements in surfboard design, and the globalization of surfing culture.

What topics are covered in Matt Warshaw's 'The History of
Surfing'?
The book covers a wide range of topics including the origins of surfing in Polynesia, the impact of
Hawaiian culture, the evolution of surfboard technology, the rise of competitive surfing, and the
sport’s influence on art, fashion, and lifestyle.

How has Matt Warshaw’s work influenced modern surfers and
the surfing community?
Matt Warshaw’s work has deepened the surfing community’s appreciation for their sport’s heritage,
inspiring surfers to value tradition and history while encouraging preservation of surfing culture and
environment.

Where can readers access Matt Warshaw’s surfing history
resources?
Readers can access Matt Warshaw’s work through his books, his extensive online Surfing
Encyclopedia at surfline.com, and various articles and interviews available on surfing and cultural



history websites.

Additional Resources
1. Surfing: A History of the Ancient Hawaiian Sport
This book delves into the roots of surfing in ancient Hawaii, exploring its cultural and spiritual
significance. It provides an in-depth look at the traditional techniques, boards, and the role surfing
played in Hawaiian society before the influence of Western contact. The author combines historical
records and native oral traditions to paint a vivid picture of surfing’s origins.

2. Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life
Written by William Finnegan, this memoir traces the author’s lifelong passion for surfing, starting from
his childhood. It intertwines personal stories with the broader history of surfing culture around the
world. The book captures the evolving nature of the sport and its connection to different places and
communities.

3. Hawaiian Surfing: Traditions from the Past
This book offers a comprehensive overview of Hawaiian surfing traditions, including detailed
descriptions of ancient surfboards, techniques, and rituals. It highlights the transformation of surfing
from a sacred Hawaiian practice to a global sport. Richly illustrated, it provides context for
understanding modern surfing’s deep roots.

4. Surfing USA: An Illustrated History of the Coolest Sport of All Time
This visually engaging book charts the rise of surfing in the United States, from the early days in
California to the sport’s explosion in popular culture. It features profiles of iconic surfers, key events,
and the evolution of surfboard design. The narrative captures surfing’s impact on fashion, music, and
lifestyle.

5. The Wave: In Pursuit of the Rogues, Freaks, and Giants of the Ocean
Susan Casey’s book focuses on big wave surfing, chronicling the pursuit of some of the world’s most
dangerous and massive waves. It combines adventure journalism with scientific insights into wave
formation and oceanography. The narrative includes stories of legendary surfers and their daring
feats.

6. Stoked: A History of Surf Culture and Surfing
This book explores the cultural dimensions of surfing, from its indigenous beginnings to its modern-
day subcultures. It examines surfing’s influence on art, music, language, and environmentalism. The
author provides a global perspective, showing how surfing connects diverse communities.

7. Longboard Surfing: An Illustrated History
Focusing on the longboard, this book traces the development of the longest and oldest surfboard
style. It covers notable surfers, design innovations, and the resurgence of longboarding in
contemporary surfing. The book includes historical photographs and technical explanations.

8. Surfing Legends: Profiles of the Sport’s Greatest Icons
This collection of biographies highlights key figures who shaped surfing history, from pioneers to
modern champions. Each profile details the individual’s contributions, style, and impact on the sport.
The book provides insight into how these legends influenced surfing’s evolution.

9. Saltwater Buddha: A Surfer’s Quest to Find Zen on the Sea



Jaimal Yogis combines memoir and philosophy in this book, reflecting on surfing as a spiritual
practice. It explores themes of mindfulness, nature, and personal growth through the lens of the
ocean and waves. The narrative offers a unique perspective on the deeper meaning behind the
surfing experience.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://test.murphyjewelers.com/archive-library-303/Book?docid=NZm00-2992&title=fortune-societ
y-new-york-ny.pdf

  matt warshaw history of surfing: The History of Surfing Matt Warshaw, 2010-09 Matt
Warshaw knows more about surfing than any other person on the planet. After five years of research
and writing, Warshaw has crafted an unprecedented history of the sport and the culture it has
spawned. At nearly 500 pages, with 250,000 words and more than 250 rare photographs, The
History of Surfing reveals and defines this sport with a voice that is authoritative, funny, and wholly
original. The obsessive nature of this endeavor is matched only by the obsessive nature of surfers,
who will pore through these pages with passion and opinion. A true category killer, here is the
definitive history of surfing.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: A Brief History of Surfing Matt Warshaw, 2017-03-14
Matt Warshaw knows more about surfing than any other person on the planet, as evidenced by The
History of Surfing, Warshaw's definitive take on the sport. Now, he has honed that book into an
abridged and excerpted edition for surfers everywhere. Each spread features a micro essay
alongside an image capturing a slice of surf history, from Kelly Slater and the invention of the
thruster to shark attacks and localism. Packaged in a small and chunky hardcover, A Brief History of
Surfing deftly defines surf culture in an entertaining and irresistible volume with wide appeal.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: The Encyclopedia of Surfing Matt Warshaw, 2005 With
1,500 alphabetical entries and 300 illustrations, this resource is a comprehensive review of the
people, places, events, equipment, vernacular, and lively history of this fascinating sport.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Maverick's Matt Warshaw, 2003-10-09 With its massive
faces, punishing rocks, and treacherous currents, Maverick's presents a surfing challenge like no
other. Author Matt Warshaw has updated his critically acclaimed illustrated history of Maverick's to
cover important recent developments, and we've added a fresh new cover to kick this edition off in
style. A fascinating account, to quote Surfer magazine, it takes a cue from Sebastian Junger's The
Perfect Storm...Warshaw focused on a single event...and expands on it to illuminate an entire culture
and its world beyond waves. The event was the death of celebrated surfer Mark Foo, one of those
who congregate every winter to test themselves in the dark, foreboding waters. And what unfolds in
Maverick's is no less than the story of big-wave surfing, from its ancient Hawaiian origins to modern
tow-in riders. It's a book to be enjoyed not only by those who surf deep in the waves, but also by
those whose taste for adventure is satisfied deep in the pages of a very good book.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: The History of Surfing Matt Warshaw, 2011-04-29 Matt
Warshaw knows more about surfing than any other person on the planet. After five years of research
and writing, Warshaw has crafted an unprecedented history of the sport and the culture it has
spawned. At nearly 500 pages, with 250,000 words and more than 250 rare photographs, The
History of Surfing reveals and defines this sport with a voice that is authoritative, funny, and wholly
original. The obsessive nature of this endeavor is matched only by the obsessive nature of surfers,
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who will pore through these pages with passion and opinion. A true category killer, here is the
definitive history of surfing.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: The Oxford Handbook of Sports History Robert Edelman,
Wayne Wilson, 2017 Practiced and watched by billions, sport is a global phenomenon. Sport history
is a burgeoning sub-field that explores sport in all forms to help answer fundamental questions that
scholars examine. This volume provides a reference for sport scholars and an accessible introduction
to those who are new to the sub-field.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Surfing about Music Timothy J. Cooley, 2014-01-02 This
first major examination the interrelationships of music and surfing explores different ways that
surfers combine surfing with making and listening to music. Tim Cooley uses his knowledge and
experience as a practicing musician and avid surfer to consider the musical practices of surfers in
locations around the world, taking into account ideas about surfing as a global affinity group and the
real-life stories of surfers and musicians he encounters. In doing so, he expands ethnomusicological
thinking about the many ways musical practices are integral to human socializing, creativity, and the
condition of being human. Cooley discusses the origins of surfing in Hawai‘i, its central role in
Hawaiian society, and the mele (chants) and hula (dance or visual poetry) about surfing. He covers
instrumental rock from groups like Dick Dale and the Del Tones and many others, and songs about
surfing performed by the Beach Boys. As he traces trends globally, three broad styles emerge: surf
music, punk rock, and acoustic singer-songwriter music. Cooley also examines surfing contests and
music festivals as well as the music used in a selection surf movies that were particularly influential
in shaping the musical practices of significant groups of surfers. Engaging, informative, and
enlightening, this book is a fascinating exploration of surfing as a cultural practice with
accompanying rituals, habits, and conceptions about who surfs and why, and of how musical ideas
and practices are key to the many things that surfing is and aspires to be.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: The Lure of the Beach Robert C. Ritchie, 2023-04-25 A
human and global take on a beloved vacation spot. The crash of surf, smell of salted air, wet whorls
of sand underfoot. These are the sensations of the beach, that environment that has drawn humans
to its life-sustaining shores for millennia. And while the gull’s cry and the cove’s splendor have
remained constant throughout time, our relationship with the beach has been as fluid as the runnels
left behind by the tide’s turning. The Lure of the Beach is a chronicle of humanity's history with the
coast, taking us from the seaside pleasure palaces of Roman elites and the aquatic rituals of
medieval pilgrims, to the venues of modern resort towns and beyond. Robert C. Ritchie traces the
contours of the material and social economies of the beach throughout time, covering changes in the
social status of beach goers, the technology of transport, and the development of fashion (from
nudity to Victorianism and back again), as well as the geographic spread of modern beach-going
from England to France, across the Mediterranean, and from nineteenth-century America to the
world. And as climate change and rising sea levels erode the familiar faces of our coasts, we are
poised for a contemporary reckoning with our relationship—and responsibilities—to our beaches and
their ecosystems. The Lure of the Beach demonstrates that whether as a commodified pastoral
destination, a site of ecological resplendency, or a flashpoint between private ownership and public
access, the history of the beach is a human one that deserves to be told now more than ever before.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Surfing Don Nardo, 2014-05-16 Author Don Nardo examines
the many aspects of science underlying the popular sport of surfing. This book discusses the physics
of waves, the science behind board shape and how riders stay on the board, covering the principles
of gravity, buoyancy, and water surface tension. It also covers the scientific principles behind
movements such as popping-up on the board; catching a wave; riding a wave; turning; the hang-ten;
the duck dive; the turtle roll; and others. Other connections to science are made through discussion
of wiping out, rip currents, collisions and typical injuries, hypothermia, and shark attacks. This
volume discusses psychological aspects, especially anxiety.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Waikiki Dreams Patrick Moser, 2024-06-11 Despite a
genuine admiration for Native Hawaiian culture, white Californians of the 1930s ignored authentic



relationships with Native Hawaiians. Surfing became a central part of what emerged instead: a
beach culture of dressing, dancing, and acting like an Indigenous people whites idealized. Patrick
Moser uses surfing to open a door on the cultural appropriation practiced by Depression-era
Californians against a backdrop of settler colonialism and white nationalism. Recreating the
imagined leisure and romance of life in Waikīkī attracted people buffeted by economic crisis and
dislocation. California-manufactured objects like surfboards became a physical manifestation of a
dream that, for all its charms, emerged from a white impulse to both remove and replace Indigenous
peoples. Moser traces the rise of beach culture through the lives of trendsetters Tom Blake, John
“Doc” Ball, Preston “Pete” Peterson, Mary Ann Hawkins, and Lorrin “Whitey” Harrison while also
delving into California’s control over images of Native Hawaiians via movies, tourism, and the
surfboard industry. Compelling and innovative, Waikīkī Dreams opens up the origins of a defining
California subculture.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: California and the Making of Modern Sport Joel S. Franks,
2025-09-30 This book examines the importance of California - a socio-cultural, economic and
political powerhouse - in the history of modern sport. It argues that California has had a profound
influence, for better or worse, on the way that not only America but also the wider world plays sport
and spends money to watch others play. The book traces the history of sport in California from the
mid-nineteenth century to the present, and looks at how the state’s historical development, its
climate, and its unique racial and ethnic demographics have influenced sport at the elite level and in
the wider community. It considers the importance of spatial politics and cultural citizenship in the
development of Californian sport, and tells the story of how franchises such as the 49ers and the
Lakers, as well as individual athletes such as Jackie Robinson and Billie Jean King have had a
profound influence on the way their sports have been consumed, across America and in the wider
world. The book also takes a close look at the impact of mega-sporting events in the Californian
story, providing historical context for the LA 2028 Olympic Games and tracing the full arc of the
‘Californization’ of modern sports. This is fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in sport
history, American history, social and cultural history, or the relationship between sport and wider
society.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Dancing the Wave Jean-Etienne Poirier, 2003-07-29 There is
no greater or more powerful or more pure human rapport with the elements than that experienced
by a surfer dancing with the ocean. In Dancing the Wave, Jean-Etienne Poirier brings alive the world
of surfing by offering historical, anthropological, and cultural perspectives on this increasingly
popular sport. By recounting tales of his own surfing adventures, he opens the door to this world
beyond the summer sun and simple pleasures of the ride, inviting readers to reflect upon the true
place of human beings in the universe. This book is for all board riders, for all those who are touched
by the forces of the ocean, and for all those who wish to understand the boldness of surfers, who join
power and elegance in that harmonious dance with the sinuous movement of the wave.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: American Sea Literature: Seascapes, Beach Narratives, and
Underwater Explorations S. Yamashiro, 2014-07-31 Implementing a never-before-seen approach to
sea literature, American Sea Literature: Seascapes, Beach Narratives, and Underwater Explorations
explores the role of American maritime activities and their cultural representations in literature.
Differentiating between the 'terrestrial' and 'oceanic' as concepts, Shin Yamashiro divides sea
literature into three categories: literature on the sea, by the sea, and beneath the sea. Discussing
both canonical works and new books on scuba diving, deep-sea explorations, and surfing, this
fascinating study recognizes sea literature's unique influence on American history.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Sport and National Identities Paddy Dolan, John Connolly,
2017-09-13 While globalisation has undoubtedly occurred in many social fields, in sport the
importance of ‘the nation’ has remained. This book examines the continuing but contested relevance
of national identities in sport within the context of globalising forces. Including case studies from
around the world, it considers the significance of sport in divided societies, former global empires
and aspirational nations within federal states. Each chapter looks at sport not only as a reflection of



national rivalries but also as a changing cultural tradition that facilitates the reimagining of borders,
boundaries and identities. The book questions how these national, state and global identifications
are invoked through sporting structures and practices, both in the past and the present. Truly
international in perspective, it features case studies from across Europe, the UK, the USA and China
and touches on the topics of race, religion, terrorism, separatism, nationalism and militarism. Sport
and National Identities: Globalisation and Conflict is fascinating reading for anyone with an interest
in the sociology of sport or the relationship between sport, politics, geography and history. Chapter
8 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Encyclopedia of Play in Today′s Society Rodney P.
Carlisle, 2009-04-02 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title for 2009 This ground-breaking resource is
strongly recommended for all libraries and health and welfare institutional depots; essential for
university collections, especially those catering to social studies programs. —Library Journal,
STARRED Review Children and adults spend a great deal of time in activities we think of as play,
including games, sports, and hobbies. Without thinking about it very deeply, almost everyone would
agree that such activities are fun, relaxing, and entertaining. However, play has many purposes that
run much deeper than simple entertainment. For children, play has various functions such as
competition, following rules, accepting defeat, choosing leaders, exercising leadership, practicing
adult roles, and taking risks in order to reap rewards. For adults, many games and sports serve as
harmless releases of feelings of aggression, competition, and intergroup hostility. The Encyclopedia
of Play in Today′s Society explores the concept of play in history and modern society in the United
States and internationally. Its scope encompasses leisure and recreational activities of children and
adults throughout the ages, from dice games in the Roman Empire to video games today. With more
than 450 entries, these two volumes do not include coverage of professional sports and sport teams
but, instead, cover the hundreds of games played not to earn a living but as informal activity. All
aspects of play—from learning to competition, mastery of nature, socialization, and cooperation—are
included. Simply enough, this Encyclopedia explores play played for the fun of it! Key Features
Available in both print and electronic formats Provides access to the fascinating literature that has
explored questions of psychology, learning theory, game theory, and history in depth Considers the
affects of play on child and adult development, particularly on health, creativity, and imagination
Contains entries that describe both adult and childhood play and games in dozens of cultures around
the world and throughout history Explores the sophisticated analyses of social thinkers such as
Huizinga, Vygotsky, and Sutton-Smith, as well as the wide variety of games, toys, sports, and
entertainments found around the world Presents cultures as diverse as the ancient Middle East,
modern Russia, and China and in nations as far flung as India, Argentina, and France Key Themes
Adult Games Board and Card Games Children′s Games History of Play Outdoor Games and Amateur
Sports Play and Education Play Around the World Psychology of Play Sociology of Play Toys and
Business Video and Online Games For a subject we mostly consider light-hearted, play as a research
topic has generated an extensive and sophisticated literature, exploring a range of penetrating
questions. This two-volume set serves as a general, nontechnical resource for academics,
researchers, and students alike. It is an essential addition to any academic library.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Surfer Girls in the New World Order Krista Comer,
2010-09-28 Explores surfing as a local and global subculture, looking at how the culture of surfing
has affected and been affected by girls, from baby boomers to members of Generation Y.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Golden States Eileen Luhr, 2024-09-03 Whether they were
utopian communitarians, sun-seeking gurus, or Protestant health reformers, Southern California's
spiritual seekers drew on the United States' deepening global encounters and consumer cultures to
pair religious and personal reinvention with cultural and spiritual revitalization. Through a rereading
of the region's cultural landscape, Golden States provides an alternative history of California religion
and spirituality, showing that seekers developed a number of paths to fulfillment that enhanced the



region's lifestyle brand. Drawing on case studies as varied as surfing and yoga practices, Dr.
Bronner's Magic Soaps, and the only designated Blue Zone in the United States, this work explores
the long-term impact of alternative beliefs on the region. In doing so, it highlights the ongoing
tensions between privileging personal choice and pursuing social good as communities navigated
whether the commitment to the emotional and therapeutic needs and desires of individual believers
should be pursued at the expense of broader efforts to achieve collective well-being.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: The Critical Surf Studies Reader Dexter Zavalza
Hough-Snee, Alexander Sotelo Eastman, 2017-08-17 The evolution of surfing—from the first forms of
wave-riding in Oceania, Africa, and the Americas to the inauguration of surfing as a competitive
sport at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics—traverses the age of empire, the rise of globalization, and the
onset of the digital age, taking on new meanings at each juncture. As corporations have sought to
promote surfing as a lifestyle and leisure enterprise, the sport has also narrated its own epic myths
that place North America at the center of surf culture and relegate Hawai‘i and other indigenous
surfing cultures to the margins. The Critical Surf Studies Reader brings together eighteen
interdisciplinary essays that explore surfing's history and development as a practice embedded in
complex and sometimes oppositional social, political, economic, and cultural relations. Refocusing
the history and culture of surfing, this volume pays particular attention to reclaiming the roles that
women, indigenous peoples, and people of color have played in surfing. Contributors. Douglas Booth,
Peter Brosius, Robin Canniford, Krista Comer, Kevin Dawson, Clifton Evers, Chris Gibson, Dina
Gilio-Whitaker, Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee, Scott Laderman, Kristin Lawler, lisahunter, Colleen
McGloin, Patrick Moser, Tara Ruttenberg, Cori Schumacher, Alexander Sotelo Eastman, Glen
Thompson, Isaiah Helekunihi Walker, Andrew Warren, Belinda Wheaton
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Surfing the South Steve Estes, 2022-02-23 When most
Americans think of surfing, they often envision waves off the coasts of California, Hawai’i, or even
New Jersey. What few know is that the South has its own surf culture. To fully explore this unsung
surfing world, Steve Estes undertook a journey that stretched more than 2,300 miles, traveling from
the coast of Texas to Ocean City, Maryland. Along the way he interviewed and surfed alongside
dozens of people—wealthy and poor, men and women, Black and white—all of whom opened up
about their lives, how they saw themselves, and what the sport means to them. They also talked
about race, class, the environment, and how surfing has shaped their identities. The cast includes a
retired Mississippi riverboat captain and alligator hunter who was one of the first to surf the Gulf
Coast of Louisiana, a Pensacola sheet-metal worker who ran the China Beach Surf Club while he was
stationed in Vietnam, and a Daytona Beach swimsuit model who shot the curl in the 1966 World
Surfing Championships before circumnavigating the globe in search of waves and adventure. From
these varied and surprising stories emerge a complex, sometimes troubling, but nevertheless
beautiful picture of the modern South and its people.
  matt warshaw history of surfing: Empire in Waves Scott Laderman, 2014-03-03 Surfing
today evokes many things: thundering waves, warm beaches, bikinis and lifeguards, and carefree
pleasure. But is the story of surfing really as simple as popular culture suggests? In this first
international political history of the sport, Scott Laderman shows that while wave riding is indeed
capable of stimulating tremendous pleasure, its globalization went hand in hand with the blood and
repression of the long twentieth century. Emerging as an imperial instrument in post-annexation
Hawaii, spawning a form of tourism that conquered the littoral Third World, tracing the struggle
against South African apartheid, and employed as a diplomatic weapon in America's Cold War
arsenal, the saga of modern surfing is only partially captured by Gidget, the Beach Boys, and the
film Blue Crush. From nineteenth-century American empire-building in the Pacific to the low-wage
labor of the surf industry today, Laderman argues that surfing in fact closely mirrored American
foreign relations. Yet despite its less-than-golden past, the sport continues to captivate people
worldwide. Whether in El Salvador or Indonesia or points between, the modern history of this
cherished pastime is hardly an uncomplicated story of beachside bliss. Sometimes messy,
occasionally contentious, but never dull, surfing offers us a whole new way of viewing our globalized



world.
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