
maya angelou black history project

maya angelou black history project represents a significant initiative aimed
at celebrating and educating people about the life, achievements, and
enduring legacy of Dr. Maya Angelou, a monumental figure in African American
history and literature. This project encompasses various educational
activities, exhibitions, and community engagements designed to highlight
Angelou’s contributions to civil rights, literature, and the arts. As a poet,
memoirist, and activist, Maya Angelou’s influence resonates deeply within the
context of Black history, making her story a vital component of cultural
heritage projects. This article explores the key elements of the Maya Angelou
Black History Project, including her biography, literary accomplishments,
activism, and the ways her legacy is preserved and promoted today. By delving
into these aspects, the article also underscores the importance of
incorporating Angelou’s narrative into broader Black history celebrations and
educational curricula.

Biography and Early Life of Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou’s Literary Contributions

Role in the Civil Rights Movement

Impact and Legacy in Black History

Educational Initiatives and Community Projects

Biography and Early Life of Maya Angelou
Maya Angelou, born Marguerite Annie Johnson in 1928, emerged from a
challenging childhood marked by trauma and resilience. Raised in Stamps,
Arkansas, Angelou’s early experiences shaped her perspective and future work
as a writer and activist. Her upbringing in the segregated South during a
time of intense racial discrimination deeply influenced her identity and
narrative voice. After a period of silence following a childhood trauma,
Angelou found expression through dance, theater, and eventually writing. Her
early life is critical to understanding the personal and historical context
that informed her groundbreaking works and public life.

Early Influences and Family Background
Angelou’s family played a significant role in her development, with her
grandmother providing stability and moral guidance. The cultural and social
environment of the American South during the early 20th century, including



Jim Crow laws and systemic racism, profoundly affected her worldview. These
influences are evident in her autobiographical writing and activism.

Turning Points in Youth
Several formative experiences, including her work as a streetcar conductor
and her involvement in performing arts, helped Angelou build confidence and
find her voice. These moments paved the way for her later success as a poet
and civil rights advocate.

Maya Angelou’s Literary Contributions
Maya Angelou’s literary career is distinguished by her eloquent exploration
of identity, race, and resilience. Her groundbreaking autobiography, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings, published in 1969, remains a seminal work in
American literature. Angelou’s writing style combines poetic language with
candid storytelling, reflecting the complexities of Black experience in
America. Beyond autobiography, her poetry and essays have inspired
generations and contributed significantly to African American literature and
global human rights discourse.

Autobiographical Works
Angelou authored a series of autobiographies that collectively narrate her
life from childhood through adulthood. These works offer insights into
personal and historical struggles, making them essential texts in Black
history and literature studies.

Poetry and Public Readings
Her poetry, including notable works like “Phenomenal Woman” and “Still I
Rise,” celebrates Black identity and female empowerment. Angelou frequently
performed her poetry at public events, using her voice to reach diverse
audiences and foster social change.

Influence on Contemporary Writers
Angelou’s literary style and thematic focus have influenced numerous
contemporary African American writers and poets. Her ability to intertwine
personal narrative with political commentary set a precedent for future
generations.



Role in the Civil Rights Movement
Maya Angelou’s involvement in the civil rights movement was multifaceted,
encompassing activism, international work, and collaboration with prominent
leaders. She worked alongside figures such as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Malcolm X, contributing to efforts aimed at dismantling racial segregation
and promoting equality. Angelou’s activism extended beyond the United States,
reflecting her global perspective on human rights and justice.

Collaboration with Civil Rights Leaders
Angelou’s relationship with key leaders of the civil rights era was
instrumental in advancing the movement’s goals. She served as a coordinator
for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), helping to organize
events and campaigns.

International Advocacy and Cultural Diplomacy
Her global activism included work with the United Nations and efforts to
promote African culture and anti-colonial movements. This broadened the scope
of her influence and highlighted the interconnectedness of civil rights
struggles worldwide.

Use of Art as Activism
Angelou leveraged her skills as a performer and writer to raise awareness and
inspire activism. Through theater, poetry, and public speaking, she
communicated messages of empowerment and resistance.

Impact and Legacy in Black History
The lasting impact of Maya Angelou on Black history is profound and
multifaceted. She stands as a symbol of strength, creativity, and social
justice. Her work continues to be studied in academic settings and celebrated
in cultural institutions. Angelou’s legacy is reflected in ongoing efforts to
recognize the contributions of African Americans to literature, politics, and
society at large.

Recognition and Honors
Throughout her life, Angelou received numerous awards and honors, including
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. These accolades affirm her status as a key
figure in American and African American history.



Influence on Education and Culture
Angelou’s writings are integral to curricula focused on Black history,
literature, and women’s studies. Her influence extends into popular culture,
inspiring music, film, and the arts.

Commemorative Projects and Memorials
Maya Angelou is commemorated through statues, dedicated institutions, and
annual events that celebrate her contributions and promote Black cultural
heritage.

Educational Initiatives and Community Projects
The Maya Angelou Black History Project encompasses diverse educational and
community-based initiatives aimed at preserving and promoting her legacy.
These projects foster awareness of Black history through workshops, readings,
exhibitions, and collaborative programs in schools and communities. By
integrating Angelou’s life and works into educational frameworks, these
initiatives encourage dialogue on race, identity, and social justice.

School Curriculum Integration
Many educational institutions incorporate Angelou’s writings and biography
into their Black history and literature syllabi. This inclusion promotes
critical thinking and cultural literacy among students.

Community Outreach Programs
Community centers and cultural organizations host events such as poetry
readings, panel discussions, and art exhibitions inspired by Angelou’s work.
These programs aim to engage diverse audiences and celebrate African American
heritage.

Workshops and Youth Engagement
Workshops focusing on creative writing, storytelling, and civil rights
education draw from Angelou’s legacy to inspire young people. These
activities empower youth to explore their identity and history creatively and
thoughtfully.

Incorporation of Angelou’s poetry and autobiographies in classroom
discussions



Organized public readings and cultural festivals

Collaborations with libraries and museums for exhibitions

Scholarships and mentorship programs inspired by Angelou’s values

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Maya Angelou and why is she significant in
Black history?
Maya Angelou was an acclaimed African American poet, memoirist, and civil
rights activist known for her impactful works that explore themes of
identity, racism, and resilience. She is significant in Black history for her
contributions to literature and her role in the civil rights movement.

What are some of Maya Angelou's most famous works
featured in Black history projects?
Some of Maya Angelou's most famous works include her autobiography 'I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings,' the poem 'Still I Rise,' and her essay
collections. These works are often featured in Black history projects for
their powerful messages about overcoming adversity and celebrating Black
culture.

How did Maya Angelou contribute to the civil rights
movement?
Maya Angelou contributed to the civil rights movement by working with leaders
like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X, participating in protests, and
using her writing and public speaking to advocate for racial equality and
justice.

What themes from Maya Angelou's life and work are
commonly explored in Black history projects?
Common themes include resilience in the face of oppression, the fight for
civil rights, the importance of identity and self-expression, the power of
education, and the celebration of Black culture and heritage.

How can students incorporate Maya Angelou's poetry



into a Black history project?
Students can incorporate Maya Angelou's poetry by analyzing her use of
language and imagery, discussing the historical context of her work, and
reflecting on the poems' messages about empowerment and social justice.

Why is Maya Angelou considered a role model in Black
history education?
Maya Angelou is considered a role model because of her achievements in
literature and activism, her ability to overcome personal hardships, and her
dedication to promoting equality and inspiring future generations through her
words and actions.

What multimedia resources are available for a Maya
Angelou Black history project?
Multimedia resources include recorded readings of her poetry, documentaries
about her life, interviews, audio recordings of her speeches, and digital
archives of her written works, all of which can enrich a Black history
project focused on Maya Angelou.

Additional Resources
1. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
This autobiography is the first in a seven-volume series detailing Maya
Angelou’s early life. It explores themes of identity, racism, and resilience
as Angelou overcomes trauma and adversity in the segregated American South.
The book is celebrated for its lyrical prose and powerful portrayal of a
young Black girl’s coming of age.

2. The Heart of a Woman by Maya Angelou
In this memoir, Angelou recounts her experiences as a single mother,
activist, and performer during the 1950s and 1960s. It highlights her
involvement in the civil rights movement and her travels abroad, particularly
in Africa. The book provides insight into the broader Black liberation
struggles and Angelou’s growth as a writer and leader.

3. Maya Angelou: A Glorious Celebration by Marcia Ann Gillespie, Rosa Johnson
Butler, and Richard A. Long
This collection of essays and photographs honors the life and legacy of Maya
Angelou. It features contributions from notable figures who reflect on
Angelou’s impact on literature, civil rights, and culture. The book serves as
both a tribute and a resource for understanding her role in Black history.

4. Black Women Writers (1950-1980): A Critical Evaluation by Barbara
Christian
This scholarly work examines the contributions of Black women writers,



including Maya Angelou, during a pivotal period in American literature. It
discusses themes of race, gender, and identity within their works and
situates Angelou’s writing in the context of Black feminist thought. The book
is valuable for those studying Black literary history.

5. Still I Rise: A Book of Poems by Maya Angelou
This poetry collection embodies themes of strength, resilience, and hope,
reflecting the struggles and triumphs of Black people, especially Black
women. Angelou’s poems inspire empowerment and celebrate the Black experience
with a passionate voice. The book is often used in Black history projects to
highlight literary expression.

6. Phenomenal Woman: Four Poems Celebrating Women by Maya Angelou
This slim volume gathers some of Angelou’s most famous poems that celebrate
the power and beauty of women, particularly Black women. It emphasizes self-
confidence, dignity, and pride in one’s identity. The book is a popular
resource for discussions on gender and race within Black history.

7. The Autobiographical Works of Maya Angelou and the Search for Identity by
Joanne M. Braxton
Braxton’s critical study explores Angelou’s autobiographical writings and
their significance in the search for Black identity. It provides an in-depth
analysis of Angelou’s narrative style and thematic concerns such as memory,
trauma, and empowerment. This book is ideal for students and researchers
interested in Angelou’s literary contributions.

8. In the Spirit of Maya Angelou: A Biography by Marcia Ann Gillespie
This biography offers a comprehensive look at Angelou’s life, from her
childhood to her achievements as a poet, performer, and activist. It
contextualizes her work within the broader Black history movement and
highlights her influence on American culture. The book is accessible for
readers seeking an overview of Angelou’s legacy.

9. Roots of the Blues: The Story of the African American Musical Tradition by
Terry Miller and Andrew Shahriari
While not solely about Maya Angelou, this book explores the African American
musical heritage that influenced many Black artists, including Angelou, who
incorporated music and rhythm into her poetry and performances. It offers
background on the cultural context of Black history and artistic expression.
This resource complements studies of Angelou’s multidisciplinary talents.
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  maya angelou black history project: The History of Black Studies Abdul Alkalimat,
2021-10-20 A surge of African American enrolment and student activism brought Black Studies to
many US campuses in the 1960s. Sixty years later, Black Studies programmes are taught at more
than 1,300 universities worldwide. This book is the first history of how that happened. Black Studies
founder and movement veteran Abdul Alkalimat offers a comprehensive history of the discipline that
will become a key reference for generations to come. Structured in three broadly chronological
sections - Black Studies as intellectual history; as social movement; and as academic profession - the
book demonstrates how Black people themselves established the field long before its
institutionalisation in university programmes. At its heart, Black Studies is profoundly political.
Black Power, the New Communist Movement, the Black women's and students' movements – each
step in the journey for Black liberation influenced and was influenced by this revolutionary
discipline.
  maya angelou black history project: A Kid's Guide to African American History Nancy I.
Sanders, 2007-06-01 What do all these people have in common: the first man to die in the American
Revolution, a onetime chief of the Crow Nation, the inventors of peanut butter and the portable
X-ray machine, and the first person to make a wooden clock in this country? They were all great
African Americans. For parents and teachers interested in fostering cultural awareness among
children of all races, this book includes more than 70 hands-on activities, songs, and games that
teach kids about the people, experiences, and events that shaped African American history. This
expanded edition contains new material throughout, including additional information and
biographies. Children will have fun designing an African mask, making a medallion like those worn
by early abolitionists, playing the rhyming game Juba, inventing Brer Rabbit riddles, and creating a
unity cup for Kwanzaa. Along the way they will learn about inspiring African American artists,
inventors, and heroes like Harriet Tubman, Benjamin Banneker, Rosa Parks, Langston Hughes, and
Louis Armstrong, to name a few.
  maya angelou black history project: African-American Heroes of the Civil War Mike
Walbridge, 2000 Yes, you're familiar with Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglass. But what about
William Carney, Charlotte Forten, Francis Dumas, and 15 other African-Americans who played key
roles during the War Between the States? African-American Heroes of the Civil War brings to light
the stories and contributions of 20 individuals who made a difference during America's bloodiest
conflict. Six in-depth biographies cover: Andre Cailloux William Carney Robert Smalls Frederick
Douglass Harriet Tubman Charlotte Forten Fourteen additional mini-biographies capture the stories
of other African-Americans who fought or worked for victory during the war. Extensive teacher
materials include worksheets for building comprehension skills, suggestions for a culminating
assessment project, and more. Photos, puzzles, and graphics throughout the text make
African-American Heroes of the Civil War a complete compendium of this often overlooked facet of
American history. A perfect supplement to history, ELA, and even life skills classes. See other
Heroes of the Civil War titles
  maya angelou black history project: American Hate Arjun Singh Sethi, 2018-08-07 “Amid the
ugly realities of contemporary America, American Hate affirms our courage and inspiration, opening
a roadmap to reconciliation by means of the victims' own words.” —NPR Books “The collection offers
possible solutions for how people, on their own or working with others, can confront hate.” —San
Francisco Chronicle An NPR Best Book of 2018 A San Francisco Chronicle Books Pick One of Bitch
Media's “13 Books Feminists Should Read in August” One of Paste Magazine's “The 10 Best Books of
August 2018” A moving and timely collection of testimonials from people impacted by hate before
and after the 2016 presidential election In American Hate: Survivors Speak Out, Arjun Singh Sethi, a
community activist and civil rights lawyer, chronicles the stories of individuals affected by hate. In a
series of powerful, unfiltered testimonials, survivors tell their stories in their own words and
describe how the bigoted rhetoric and policies of the Trump administration have intensified bullying,
discrimination, and even violence toward them and their communities. We hear from the family of



Khalid Jabara, who was murdered in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in August 2016 by a man who had previously
harassed and threatened them because they were Arab American. Sethi brings us the story of
Jeanette Vizguerra, an undocumented mother of four who took sanctuary in a Denver church in
February 2017 because she feared deportation under Trump's cruel immigration enforcement
regime. Sethi interviews Taylor Dumpson, a young black woman who was elected student body
president at American University only to find nooses hanging across campus on her first day in
office. We hear from many more people impacted by the Trump administration, including Native,
black, Arab, Latinx, South Asian, Southeast Asian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, undocumented, refugee,
transgender, queer, and people with disabilities. A necessary book for these times, American Hate
explores this tragic moment in U.S. history by empowering survivors whose voices white
supremacists and right-wing populist movements have tried to silence. It also provides ideas and
practices for resistance that all of us can take to combat hate both now and in the future.
  maya angelou black history project: The Great Speckled Bird Catherine Cornbleth, Dexter
Waugh, 1995 This unique volume takes readers behind the scenes for an insider/outsider view of
education policymaking in action. Two state-level case studies of social studies curriculum reform
and textbook policy (California and New York) illustrate how curriculum decision making becomes
an arena in which battles are fought over national values and priorities. Written by a New York
education professor and a California journalist, the text offers a rare blend of academic and
journalistic voices. The great speckled bird is the authors' counter-symbol to the bald eagle--a
metaphor representing the racial-ethnic-cultural diversity that has characterized the U.S. since its
beginnings and the multicultural reality of American society today. The text breaks new ground by
focusing on the intersections of national debates and education policymaking. It situates the case
studies within historical and contemporary cultural contexts--with particular attention to questions
of power and knowledge control and how influence is exercised. By juxtaposing the contrasting
cases of California and New York, the authors illustrate commonalities and differences in education
policymaking goals and processes. By sharing stories of participants at and behind the scenes,
policymaking comes alive rather than appearing to result from impersonal forces or factors.
  maya angelou black history project: The Routledge Introduction to African American
Literature D. Quentin Miller, 2016-02-12 The Routledge Introduction to African American
Literature considers the key literary, political, historical and intellectual contexts of African
American literature from its origins to the present, and also provides students with an analysis of the
most up-to-date literary trends and debates in African American literature. This accessible and
engaging guide covers a variety of essential topics such as: Vernacular, Oral, and Blues Traditions in
Literature Slave Narratives and Their Influence The Harlem Renaissance Mid-twentieth century
black American Literature Literature of the civil rights and Black Power era Contemporary African
American Writing Key thematic and theoretical debates within the field Examining the relationship
between the literature and its historical and sociopolitical contexts, D. Quentin Miller covers key
authors and works as well as less canonical writers and themes, including literature and music,
female authors, intersectionality and transnational black writing.
  maya angelou black history project: The Echoing Ida Collection Cynthia R. Greenlee, Kemi
Alabi, Janna A. Zinzi, 2021-01-12 Rooted in reproductive justice, Echoing Ida harnesses the power of
media for social justice—amplifying the struggles and successes of contemporary freedom
movements in the US. Founded in 2012, Echoing Ida is a writing collective of Black women and
nonbinary writers who—like their foremother Ida B. Wells-Barnett—believe the way to right wrongs
is to turn the light of truth upon them.” Their community reporting spans a wide variety of topics:
reproductive justice and abortion politics; new and necessary definitions of family; trans visibility;
stigma against Black motherhood; Black mental health; and more. This anthology collects the best of
Echoing Ida for the first time, and features a foreword by Michelle Duster, activist and
great-granddaughter of Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Imagining a gender-expansive and liberated future,
these essays affirm the powerful combination of #BlackGirlMagic and the hard, unceasing labor of
Black people to reimagine the world in which we live.



  maya angelou black history project: Afro-American History Dwight La Vern Smith, 1974
  maya angelou black history project: Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to
the Present Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that explores
significant events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in
African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.
  maya angelou black history project: The Black Women Oral History Project Ruth Edmonds
Hill, 1991 Oral memoirs of a cross section of American women of African descent, born within
approximately 15 years before and after the turn of the century.
  maya angelou black history project: Liberating Literature Maria Lauret, 2002-09-11
Liberating Literature is, primarily, a bold and revealing book about feminist writers, readers, and
texts. But is is also much more than that. Within this volume Maria Lauret manages to look with
fresh vision at the American Civil Rights movement of the 1960s; socialist women's writing of the
1930s; the emergence of the New Left; and the second wave women's movement and its cultural
practices. Lauret's historicisation of feminist political writing allows for a new definition of the
genre, and enables her to illuminate the profound influence and importance of African-American
women's writing. Well-grounded historically and theoretically, Liberating Literature speaks about
and to a political and cultural tradition, and offers stunning new readings of both familiar and
neglected novels within the feminist canon. Reader and students of feminist fiction cannot afford to
be without this major new work.
  maya angelou black history project: Jet , 1992-03-09 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.
  maya angelou black history project: Women and New Hollywood Aaron Hunter, Martha
Shearer, 2023-05-12 Women and New Hollywood revises our understanding of 1970s American film
by examining the contributions that women made not only as directors, but also as screenwriters,
editors, actors, producers, and critics. Considering both women working within and beyond the
Hollywood film industry, this collection showcases the rich and varied cinematic products of
women's creative labor.
  maya angelou black history project: Billboard , 1998-01-10 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  maya angelou black history project: Humanities , 1995
  maya angelou black history project: Humanities National Endowment for the Humanities,
1995
  maya angelou black history project: Black Women’s Writing Gina Wisker, 1992-12-18 This
book contains a lively and wide ranging collection of critical essays on Black women's writing from
Afro-American, African, South African, British and Caribbean novelists, poets, short story writers
and a dramatist. The contributors are black and white, female and male, academics and readers who
chart their engagement with and enjoyment of the texts of some of the key figures in black women's
writing across several continents.
  maya angelou black history project: The Georgia of the North Hettie V. Williams,
2024-07-12 The Georgia of the North is a historical narrative about Black women and the long civil
rights movement in New Jersey from the Great Migration to 1954. Specifically, the critical role
played by Black women in forging interracial, cross-class, and cross-gender alliances at the local and
national level and their role in securing the passage of progressive civil rights legislation in the
Garden State is at the core of this book. This narrative is largely defined by a central question: How
and why did New Jersey’s Black leaders, community members, and women in particular, affect major
civil rights legislation, legal equality, and integration a decade before the Brown v. Board of
Education, Topeka, Kansas decision? In this analysis, the history of the early Black freedom struggle
in New Jersey is predicated on the argument that the Civil Rights Movement began in New Jersey,



and that Black women were central actors in this struggle.
  maya angelou black history project: Imagining Black Womanhood Stephanie D. Sears,
2010-09-01 Imagining Black Womanhood illuminates the experiences of the women and girls of the
Girls Empowerment Project, an Afrocentric, womanist, single sex after-school program located in
one of the Bay Area's largest and most impoverished housing developments. Stephanie Sears
carefully examines the stakes of the complex negotiations of Black womanhood for both the girls
served by the project and for the women who staffed it. Rather than a multigenerational alliance
committed to women's and girls' empowerment, the women and girls often appeared to struggle
against each other, with the girls' politics of respect often in conflict with the staff's politics of
respectability, a conflict especially highlighted in the public contexts of dance performances. This
ground-breaking case study offers significant insights into practices of resistance, identity work,
youth empowerment, cultural politics and organizational power.
  maya angelou black history project: African American History For Dummies Ronda
Racha Penrice, 2011-05-04 Understand the historical and cultural contributions of African
Americans Get to know the people, places, and events that shaped the African American experience
Want to better understand black history? This comprehensive, straight-forward guide traces the
African American journey, from Africa and the slave trade through the Civil War, Jim Crow, and the
new millennium. You'll be an eyewitness to the pivotal events that impacted America's past, present,
and future - and meet the inspiring leaders who struggled to bring about change. How Africans came
to America Black life before - and after - Civil Rights How slaves fought to be free The evolution of
African American culture Great accomplishments by black citizens What it means to be black in
America today
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怎么用maya给模型上贴图？ - 知乎   怎么用maya给模型上贴图？ 本人0动画基础，现在有3个文件 [图片] 两个.png贴图和一个.fbx模型文件，现在我用maya打开这



个模型文件是没有贴图的，但是有绑定和UV，不知
3ds Max 和 Maya 有什么区别？ - 知乎 又再次重提MAX和MAYA区别，我不得不吐个槽了：02年开始，这个谁比谁更牛X的经典问题就出现在当时少数国内几个知
名CG论坛里，比如火星时代的论坛，天天有人因为MAYA和MAX谁
blender和maya现在的差距有多大？ - 知乎 blender与Maya差距最大的在时间节点，Maya起身的太早了，所有一线大公司都有多年的开发积累经验，比如工业光
魔，weta，人家用了20多年Maya了，也根据项目开发了20年Maya，你进
Maya安装失败怎么办？ - 知乎   1，以前安装过 autodesk公司 的产品，而且里面的注册信息还都在，所以软件提示已经安装过，现在不能再次安装，需要彻底卸载及删除以前
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在等待的过程中,我们需找到第一次安装时,软件自解压的
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现主流次时代，maya建模还有必要精通吗？ - 知乎 科普一下。 Maya这个软件，不论过去，现在，将来，它都不是一个建模软件。 Maya自始至终都是以动画为核心的软件。
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