
may day black history

may day black history represents a significant intersection of labor rights and African American
heritage, highlighting the contributions and struggles of Black workers throughout history. May Day,
celebrated internationally on May 1st, is widely recognized as International Workers' Day, a day
honoring labor movements and advocating for workers' rights. Within this broader context, the role
of Black laborers, activists, and communities offers a profound narrative of resilience against racial
and economic oppression. This article explores the roots of May Day, its importance to Black history,
and key figures and events that shaped the labor movement for African Americans. Additionally, it
delves into the ongoing impact of May Day on contemporary social justice efforts, including how
Black workers continue to influence labor activism today. Understanding may day black history not
only sheds light on past struggles but also empowers current and future generations in the fight for
equity and fair labor practices. The following sections provide a detailed overview of these themes.

The Origins of May Day

May Day and African American Labor History

Key Figures in May Day Black History

Major Events and Movements

The Continued Legacy of May Day in Black Communities

The Origins of May Day

The origins of May Day, or International Workers' Day, trace back to the late 19th century, rooted in
the labor struggles of the Industrial Revolution. It emerged as a day of solidarity among workers
worldwide, emphasizing the fight for an eight-hour workday, fair wages, and safer working
conditions. The pivotal event that inspired May Day was the Haymarket affair of 1886 in Chicago,
where peaceful protests turned violent, resulting in arrests and executions that galvanized the labor
movement.

The Haymarket Affair

The Haymarket affair was a key moment in labor history that deeply influenced may day black
history. On May 4, 1886, workers rallying for an eight-hour workday clashed with police after a
bomb was thrown at law enforcement. Although the event primarily involved white labor activists, it
set the stage for broader labor rights advocacy that included Black workers. The incident
highlighted the harsh realities of industrial labor and the need for unity among all workers,
regardless of race.



International Recognition

Following the Haymarket affair, May Day became internationally recognized as a day to honor
workers' rights and labor activism. Many countries adopted May 1 as a public holiday to celebrate
the working class and promote labor reforms. This global recognition created a framework within
which African American laborers could also claim their rights and visibility in the ongoing struggle
against workplace exploitation and racial discrimination.

May Day and African American Labor History

May Day holds particular significance in African American labor history as it symbolizes the
intersection of racial justice and workers' rights. Black workers faced unique challenges including
segregation, discriminatory labor practices, and exclusion from many labor unions. Despite these
obstacles, African Americans played a crucial role in labor movements, advocating for equal pay,
improved working conditions, and civil rights.

Challenges Faced by Black Workers

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Black workers were often relegated to the lowest-
paying and most dangerous jobs. They were systematically excluded from many labor unions and
faced both racial discrimination and economic exploitation. This dual struggle fueled a distinct labor
activism within Black communities, emphasizing solidarity and self-determination as central themes.

Black Participation in Labor Unions

Despite exclusion, African Americans sought to organize and participate in labor unions that would
represent their interests. Some unions, like the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, became
renowned for their advocacy on behalf of Black workers. These efforts were integral to the broader
labor movement celebrated on May Day, highlighting the importance of inclusivity and racial justice
in labor activism.

Key Figures in May Day Black History

The rich history of may day black history is marked by influential leaders who championed both
labor rights and racial equality. These individuals played pivotal roles in shaping the labor
movement and advancing the cause of African American workers.



A. Philip Randolph

A. Philip Randolph was a prominent labor leader and civil rights activist who founded the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first predominantly Black labor union. His leadership was
instrumental in securing better wages and working conditions for Black workers. Randolph’s
commitment to labor justice intertwined with his advocacy for civil rights, making him a central
figure in may day black history.

Mary McLeod Bethune

Mary McLeod Bethune was an educator and activist who supported labor rights as part of her
broader mission to uplift African Americans. While primarily known for her work in education and
civil rights, Bethune also advocated for economic empowerment and the importance of labor
organization within Black communities.

Bayard Rustin

Bayard Rustin was a strategist and organizer who connected the labor movement with civil rights
activism. He helped organize the 1963 March on Washington and emphasized the importance of
coalition-building between labor unions and civil rights groups. Rustin’s work exemplifies the
ongoing relationship between May Day labor activism and Black history.

Major Events and Movements

Several major events and movements highlight the convergence of May Day and Black labor history.
These moments demonstrate the persistent efforts of Black workers to claim their rights and
challenge systemic inequalities.

The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters’ Strike

One of the most significant labor actions in African American history was the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters’ strike in the 1940s. This strike was a landmark victory that improved wages
and working conditions for Black railroad workers and established the union’s credibility. It remains
a symbol of Black labor empowerment celebrated during May Day observances.

Labor Rights and Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s incorporated labor rights as a core component.



Many activists recognized that economic justice was inseparable from racial equality. May Day
provided a platform to emphasize this intersectionality, with Black workers participating in strikes,
protests, and advocacy to promote fair employment practices.

Contemporary May Day Protests

Today, May Day continues to be a day of protest and celebration for Black workers and activists.
Contemporary movements focus on issues such as wage inequality, workplace discrimination, and
immigrant labor rights. These ongoing efforts demonstrate the enduring relevance of may day black
history in advancing social and economic justice.

The Continued Legacy of May Day in Black
Communities

The legacy of may day black history persists in the ongoing fight for labor rights and racial justice in
Black communities. May Day serves as a reminder of the historic struggles and achievements of
African American workers and inspires current activism.

Labor Organizing and Advocacy

Black labor organizations continue to play a vital role in advocating for workers’ rights and social
equity. These groups often focus on addressing systemic racism within the workplace and promoting
policies that benefit marginalized workers. May Day remains a key moment to highlight these efforts
and mobilize support.

Education and Cultural Recognition

May Day events in Black communities often include educational programs and cultural celebrations
that honor the contributions of Black workers to the labor movement. These initiatives help preserve
the history of may day black history and foster a sense of pride and solidarity.

Intersectionality in Today's Movements

Modern labor activism recognizes the interconnectedness of race, class, gender, and immigration
status. Black workers are at the forefront of advocating for intersectional approaches to labor rights,
ensuring that May Day reflects the diverse experiences and challenges faced by all workers.



Recognition of Black labor contributions

Promotion of inclusive labor policies

Support for social and economic justice initiatives

Engagement in community education and empowerment

Frequently Asked Questions

What is May Day and why is it significant in Black history?
May Day, celebrated on May 1st, is International Workers' Day honoring labor movements
worldwide. In Black history, it highlights the struggles and contributions of Black workers in fighting
for labor rights and social justice.

How did Black workers contribute to the labor movement
celebrated on May Day?
Black workers played a crucial role in labor movements by organizing unions, leading strikes, and
advocating for fair wages and equal treatment despite facing racial discrimination within the
workforce.

Are there any notable Black leaders associated with May Day
or labor rights?
Yes, leaders like A. Philip Randolph and Ella Baker were instrumental in labor rights and civil rights
struggles, organizing workers and advocating for racial and economic justice.

What role did May Day play in the civil rights movement?
May Day events often served as platforms to highlight economic inequalities faced by Black
Americans, linking labor rights with civil rights and mobilizing communities for social change.

How is May Day observed within Black communities today?
Many Black communities observe May Day by hosting rallies, educational events, and cultural
celebrations that honor Black labor history and ongoing struggles for workers' rights and racial
equality.

What historical events related to Black labor happened on
May Day?
Significant events include strikes and protests led by Black workers demanding fair wages, safe



working conditions, and union recognition, which helped advance labor and civil rights.

How does May Day intersect with Black feminism and labor
activism?
May Day highlights the contributions of Black women who have fought at the intersection of race,
gender, and labor rights, advocating for equality in workplaces and society.

Why is it important to recognize Black history during May Day
celebrations?
Recognizing Black history during May Day ensures that the contributions and struggles of Black
workers are acknowledged, promoting a more inclusive understanding of labor history and social
justice.

Can you name any historical Black labor organizations
connected to May Day?
Organizations like the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, led by A. Philip Randolph, were key
Black labor unions advocating for workers' rights and were active participants in May Day
observances.

How has the narrative of May Day evolved to include Black
workers' experiences?
The narrative has expanded from a general labor focus to include the unique challenges and
achievements of Black workers, emphasizing racial justice alongside economic rights in May Day
commemorations.

Additional Resources
1. May Day: Workers’ Struggle and the Birth of Labor Rights
This book explores the origins of May Day as an international labor holiday, delving into the
historical context of worker movements in the late 19th century. It highlights the significant
contributions of Black labor activists and organizers who fought for fair wages and safer working
conditions. The narrative connects May Day’s significance to ongoing struggles for racial and
economic justice.

2. Black Labor and the May Day Movement
Focusing on the intersection of race and labor, this book examines how Black workers participated
in and shaped May Day demonstrations. It documents key figures and events where Black laborers
challenged both racial discrimination and exploitative labor practices. The book also discusses the
impact of these movements on broader civil rights advancements.

3. Struggle and Solidarity: African American Voices on May Day
This collection of essays and oral histories captures the personal stories of African American workers
involved in May Day protests. It provides insight into the challenges they faced within both the labor



movement and society at large. The book emphasizes themes of resilience, solidarity, and the fight
for equality.

4. From Haymarket to Harlem: Black Workers and the May Day Legacy
Tracing the lineage of May Day from the Haymarket Affair to the Harlem Renaissance, this book
highlights the pivotal role of Black workers. It explores how May Day became a symbol of
empowerment and resistance against racial and economic oppression. The work also examines
cultural expressions tied to labor activism within Black communities.

5. The Black Radical Tradition and May Day
This book situates May Day within the broader Black radical tradition, analyzing the contributions of
Black socialists, communists, and labor organizers. It discusses how May Day celebrations served as
platforms for advocating systemic change and racial justice. The text also explores the ideological
debates within Black labor activism.

6. May Day Marches: A History of Black Workers’ Protest
Detailing key May Day marches led or heavily influenced by Black workers, this book chronicles
moments of protest and confrontation with authorities. It highlights the courage and strategic
organizing that characterized these demonstrations. The book also provides context on the socio-
political environment surrounding these events.

7. Black Women and the Labor Movement on May Day
This work shines a light on the often-overlooked role of Black women in May Day labor activism. It
profiles influential female leaders who mobilized workers and challenged both sexism and racism
within unions. The book underscores their contributions to labor rights and intersectional activism.

8. May Day and the Fight for Racial Justice in the Workplace
Focusing on efforts to combat workplace discrimination, this book connects May Day activism to the
broader civil rights movement. It examines campaigns against segregation, unequal pay, and
discriminatory hiring practices led by Black labor groups. The narrative illustrates how labor and
racial justice causes have been historically intertwined.

9. Reclaiming May Day: Black History and the Labor Movement Today
This contemporary analysis looks at how modern Black activists and organizations continue to honor
May Day’s legacy. It discusses ongoing challenges in labor rights, racial equity, and economic justice
in the 21st century. The book encourages renewed activism inspired by historical struggles and
achievements.

May Day Black History
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so it has to be about the beginning of the end of the capitalist system of exploitation, oppression,
war, and overall misery, toil, and moil.” So writes celebrated historian Peter Linebaugh in an
essential compendium of reflections on the reviled, glorious, and voltaic occasion of May 1st. It is a
day that has made the rich and powerful cower in fear and caused Parliament to ban the Maypole—a
magnificent and riotous day of rebirth, renewal, and refusal. These reflections on the Red and the
Green—out of which arguably the only hope for the future lies—are populated by the likes of Native
American anarcho-communist Lucy Parsons, the Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement, Karl Marx,
José Martí, W.E.B. Du Bois, Rosa Luxemburg, SNCC, and countless others, both sentient and
verdant. The book is a forceful reminder of the potentialities of the future, for the coming of a time
when the powerful will fall, the commons restored, and a better world born anew.
  may day black history: May Day Festivals in America, 1830 to the Present Allison
Thompson, 2013-05-15 Starting in the early 1830s, American girls and women began to hold Old
English May Day festivals, complete with maypole dances, the crowning of a May Queen, and
romantic plays and pageants. These festivals accelerated in popularity after 1900 at colleges and
universities across the country. An important part of the traditional college experience for many
women, the celebrations played a surprisingly influential role in the Progressive reform movement.
This is a thorough history that examines the creation and development of the traditional American
May Day festival. It also provides an overview of May Day celebrations at 80 specific college and
universities, eight of which continue to celebrate the festival annually.
  may day black history: Here Are My People David A. Reichard, 2024-06-01 Beginning in the
late 1960s and throughout the 1970s, a new generation of LGBT students in California began to
organize publicly on college and university campuses, inspired by contemporaneous social
movements and informed by California’s rich history of LGBT community formation and political
engagement. Here Are My People documents how a trailblazing group of queer student activists in
California made their mark on the history of the modern LGBTQ movement and paved the way for
generations of organizers who followed. Rooted in extensive archival research and original oral
histories, Here Are My People explores how this organizing unfolded, comparing different regions,
types of campuses, and diverse student populations. Through campus-based organizations and
within women’s studies programs, and despite various forms of reactionary resistance, student
organizers promoted LGBT-themed educational programming and changes to curriculum, provided
peer support like counseling and hotlines, and sponsored events showcasing queer creative
practices including poetry, theater, and film. Collaborating across various campuses, they formed
regional and statewide alliances. And, importantly, LGBT student organizers engaged California’s
vibrant gay liberation and lesbian feminist political communities, forging new and important
relationships in the movement which enhanced both on and off-campus LGBT organizing.
  may day black history: History of the Yale Law School Anthony T. Kronman, 2008-10-01 The
entity that became the Yale Law School started life early in the nineteenth century as a proprietary
school, operated as a sideline by a couple of New Haven lawyers. The New Haven school affiliated
with Yale in the 1820s, but it remained so frail that in 1845 and again in 1869 the University
seriously considered closing it down. From these humble origins, the Yale Law School went on to
become the most influential of American law schools. In the later nineteenth century the School
instigated the multidisciplinary approach to law that has subsequently won nearly universal
acceptance. In the 1930s the Yale Law School became the center of the jurisprudential movement
known as legal realism, which has ever since shaped American law. In the second half of the
twentieth century Yale brought the study of constitutional and international law to prominence,
overcoming the emphasis on private law that had dominated American law schools. By the end of the
twentieth century, Yale was widely acknowledged as the nation’s leading law school. The essays in
this collection trace these notable developments. They originated as a lecture series convened to
commemorate the tercentenary of Yale University. A distinguished group of scholars assembled to
explore the history of the School from the earliest days down to modern times. This volume
preserves the highly readable format of the original lectures, supported with full scholarly citations.



Contributors to this volume are Robert W. Gordon, Laura Kalman, John H. Langbein, Gaddis Smith,
and Robert Stevens, with an introduction by Anthony T. Kronman.
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2025 Editors of Chase's, 2024-09-09 Find
out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! Since 1957, Chase's Calendar of
Events lists everything worth knowing and celebrating for each day of the year: 12,500 holidays,
national days, historical milestones, famous birthdays, festivals, sporting events and more. One of
the most impressive reference volumes in the world. -- Publishers Weekly From national days to
celebrity birthdays, from historical milestones to astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies
and sporting events to religious festivals and carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by
experts and professionals—a one-stop shop with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now
or is worth remembering from the past. Completely updated for 2025, Chase's also features
extensive appendices (astronomical data, major awards, perpetual calendar) as well as an exclusive
companion website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2025 is packed with
special events and observances, including National days and public holidays of every nation on
EarthScores of new special days, weeks and months--such as the International Day for the Arabian
Leopard (Feb 10), American Sparkling Wine Day (July 3) or Reduce Your Lawn Day (May
20).Birthdays of new world leaders, lauded authors, sports stars and breakout celebritiesInfo on
milestone anniversaries, such as the 250th anniversary of the beginning of the Revolutionary War,
the 250th birth anniversary of Jane Austen, the 150th birth anniversary of Mary McLeod Bethune,
the 50th anniversary of the cult filmThe Rocky Horror Picture Show, the 25th anniversary of the first
human habitation of the International Space Station, and much more.Information on such special
events as the International Year of Glaciers' Preservation and Expo 2025And much more!
  may day black history: A History of Agriculture and Prices in England James E. Thorold
Rogers, 2011-12-22 This immensely detailed eight-piece compilation documents the fluctuating
prices of agricultural produce in England between the thirteenth and eighteenth centuries. Volume 6
(from 1887) presents in tabular form data from 1583 to 1702, showing the prices of a range of
products in towns and cities across the country.
  may day black history: Culinary Nutrition Jacqueline B. Marcus, 2025-05-15 Culinary
Nutrition: The Science and Practice of Healthy Cooking, Second Edition is one of the first textbooks
specifically written to bridge the relationship between food science, nutrition, and culinology as well
as consumer choices for diet, health, and enjoyment. The book uses a comprehensive format with
real-life applications, recipes, and color photographs of finished dishes to emphasize the necessity of
sustainably deliverable, health-beneficial, and taste-desirable products.The book includes
pedagogical elements to enhance and reinforce learning opportunities; explores which foods and
beverages involve the optimum nutritional values for dietary and health needs; includes specific
dietary requirements throughout the lifecycle; and examines how foods and beverages are produced.
The fully revised second edition includes updated dietary and health guidelines and
recommendations; more vegan, vegetarian, and plant-based meals; updated protein, carbohydrate,
fat, vitamin and mineral recommendations; environmental and sustainability considerations; and
much more. - Explores the connections among the technical sciences of nutrition, food science, and
the culinary arts, as well as consumer choices for diet, health, and enjoyment - Presents
laboratory-type, in-class activities using limited materials with real-life applications of complex,
scientific concepts - Includes photographs and recipes that are integrated to enhance learning
experiences - Offers online support for qualified instructors and students, including an exam test
bank, case studies, hands-on applications, and recipes that are suitable for a variety of settings
  may day black history: Handbook of Urban Educational Leadership Rene O. Guillaume,
Noelle Witherspoon Arnold, Azadeh F. Osanloo, 2021-10-15 This book is the second edition of the
highly successful Handbook of Urban Educational Leadership. This book examines the uniqueness of
the urban school and those in leadership roles that affect urban students and schools. It examines
community, district, school, and teacher leadership influencing urban schools. This edition examines
conceptualizations of urban ecologies as well as other critical geographies and how these shape



understandings in educational contexts. Contributions for this edition focused on areas that
examined social, technological, international and other processes with intersections of issues of
race, class, and gender, power, politics, and capital and how they influence urban educational
leadership. We also included place and space-based theories and discourses that influence urban
realities, which include (but were not limited to): networks, assemblages, safe/brave space,
placemaking, flow, thirdspace, homeplace, and urbanormativity.
  may day black history: Multicultural Holidays Julia Jasmine, 1994 Background information
on more than 75 holidays throughout the year ... includes suggestions for ways to observe these
holidays in classrooms, related activities, student contracts, and exciting culminating
activities.--Page 2 of cover.
  may day black history: An African American and Latinx History of the United States Paul Ortiz,
2018-01-30 An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African American and Latinx civil
rights Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and Latinx History of the United
States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative history, arguing that the “Global South” was
crucial to the development of America as we know it. Scholar and activist Paul Ortiz challenges the
notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught formulations like “manifest destiny” and
“Jacksonian democracy,” and shows how placing African American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices
unapologetically front and center transforms US history into one of the working class organizing
against imperialism. Drawing on rich narratives and primary source documents, Ortiz links racial
segregation in the Southwest and the rise and violent fall of a powerful tradition of Mexican labor
organizing in the twentieth century, to May 1, 2006, known as International Workers’ Day, when
migrant laborers—Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and immigrants from every continent on earth—united
in resistance on the first “Day Without Immigrants.” As African American civil rights activists fought
Jim Crow laws and Mexican labor organizers warred against the suffocating grip of capitalism, Black
and Spanish-language newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American revolutionaries coalesced
around movements built between people from the United States and people from Central America
and the Caribbean. In stark contrast to the resurgence of “America First” rhetoric, Black and Latinx
intellectuals and organizers today have historically urged the United States to build bridges of
solidarity with the nations of the Americas. Incisive and timely, this bottom-up history, told from the
interconnected vantage points of Latinx and African Americans, reveals the radically different ways
that people of the diaspora have addressed issues still plaguing the United States today, and it offers
a way forward in the continued struggle for universal civil rights. 2018 Winner of the PEN
Oakland/Josephine Miles Literary Award
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2021 Editors of Chase's, 2020-10-27 Find
out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book since
1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what the world is celebrating
and commemorating. From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical anniversaries to
astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious festivals and
carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a one-stop shop
with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now or is worth remembering from the past.
Completely updated for 2021, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a companion
website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2021 is packed with special events
and observances, including National days and public holidays of every nation on EarthThe 400th
anniversary of the Plymouth pilgrim ThanksgivingThe 200th independence anniversary from Spain
of its Central and South American colonies. The 100th anniversary of the Tulsa Race
MassacreScores of new special days, weeks and monthsBirthdays of new world leaders, office
holders, and breakout starsAnd much more!All from the reference book that Publishers Weekly calls
one of the most impressive reference volumes in the world.
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2023 Editors of Chase's, 2022-11-21 Find
out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book since
1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what the world is celebrating.



From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical milestones to astronomical phenomena,
from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious festivals and carnivals, Chase's is the
must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a one-stop shop with 12,500 entries for
everything that is happening now or is worth remembering from the past. Completely updated for
2023, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a companion website that puts the
power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2023 is packed with special events and observances,
including National days and public holidays of every nation on EarthScores of new special days,
weeks and monthsFamous birthdays of new world leaders, lauded authors and breakout
celebritiesInfo on milestone anniversaries, such as the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's First
Folio, the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party, the 125th anniversary of the Curies' discovery
of radium, the 100th birth anniversary of Hank Williams, the 75th anniversary of the Marshall Plan,
the 50th anniversary of SkylabInformation on such special sporting events as the Special Olympics
World Summer Games in Berlin, GermanyAnd much more!All from the reference book that
Publishers Weekly calls one of the most impressive reference volumes in the world.
  may day black history: How to Use an Almanac Casey Null, 2003-05-21 Presents lessons on
using an almanac.
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2022 Editors of Chase's, 2021-11-15 Find
out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book since
1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what the world is celebrating.
From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical milestones to astronomical phenomena,
from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious festivals and carnivals, Chase's is the
must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a one-stop shop with 12,500 entries for
everything that is happening now or is worth remembering from the past. Completely updated for
2022, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a companion website that puts the
power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2022 is packed with special events and observances,
including National days and public holidays of every nation on EarthScores of new special days,
weeks and monthsBirthdays of new world leaders, lauded authors, and breakout celebritiesInfo on
key anniversaries, such as the 200th birth anniversaryof Harriet Tubman, the 100th anniversary of
the first insulin treatment, the 100th anniversary of the discovery of King Tut's tomb, the 75th
anniversary of Jackie Robinson breaking the color line, and the 150th anniversary of
Yellowstone.And much more!All from the reference book that Publishers Weekly calls one of the
most impressive reference volumes in the world.
  may day black history: Show Thyself a Man Gregory Mixon, 2024-03-26 Georgia Historical
Records Advisory Council award for Excellence in Research in Using the Holdings of Archives The
history of Black militias in Georgia after the Civil War and their importance in defining citizenship In
Show Thyself a Man, Gregory Mixon explores the ways in which African Americans in postbellum
Georgia used militia service after the Civil War to define freedom and citizenship. Independent
militias empowered them to get involved in politics, secure their own financial independence, and
mobilize for self-defense. As whites and blacks competed for state sponsorship of their militia
companies, African Americans sought to establish their roles as citizens of their country and their
state. They proved their efficiency as militiamen and publicly commemorated black freedom and
progress with celebrations such as Emancipation Day and the anniversaries of the Civil War
Amendments. White Georgians, however, used the militia as a different symbol of freedom—to
ensure not only the postwar white right to rule but to assert states’ rights. This social, political, and
military history examines how Black militias were integral to the process of liberation,
Reconstruction, and nation-building that defined the latter half of the nineteenth century South. A
volume in the series Southern Dissent, edited by Stanley Harrold and Randall M. Miller
  may day black history: Contextualizing Angela Davis Joy James, 2023-12-28 Angela Davis is
iconic as an international figure but few recognize the educational, political and ideological contexts
that formed the public persona. Excavating layers of networks, activists, academics, polemicists, and
funders across the ideological spectrum, Joy James studies the paradigms and platforms that



leveraged Angela Davis into recognition as an activist and radical intellectual. Beginning in Alabama
in 1944 with Davis's birthplace and ending in California in 1970 with a surrogate political family,
James investigates context in order to better understand the agency and identity of Davis. Her
chronology marks key events relevant to Davis, Black communities, and the US: AntiBlack
repression under Jim Crow, Black bourgeois southern families, revolutionaries, elite education,
communist parties, international travels, undergrad and graduate schooling-all interconnect and
play a part in Davis's rise in stature from persecution as a UC graduate student to the UC
Presidential chair some three decades later. Set against the backdrop of 21st-century US democracy
and the rise of neofascists, James highlights of the centrality of those considered ancillary to US
liberation movements. She unpacks the contradictions of iconography and revolutionary agency and
shows how a triumphal figure from a symbolic era of struggle became the icon of the rare peoples'
victory.
  may day black history: Stitch, Unstitch Kristin Grogan, 2025-08-26 The labor of literature is
often thought of as a specialized craft, distinct from everyday work. In Stitch, Unstitch, Kristin
Grogan traces an alternative vision of writing and the writer, arguing that modernist poetry was
deeply shaped by ordinary labor and the people who performed it. This relationship provoked
powerful political and aesthetic experiments—and allowed modernist poets to imagine ways of life
beyond the demand to earn a living. Poetic form, Grogan shows, offers ways to reflect on the
meaning and worth of labor, particularly types of gendered labor that are typically unseen and
undervalued. Her fine-grained readings locate modernist poetry within sites of social reproduction,
factory work, craft labor, and other forms of manual labor, placing literary texts alongside objects
such as constructivist posters and set design, household notes, and homemade books. Grogan
considers Ezra Pound’s ideology of craft and artisanal labor; Lola Ridge’s immersion in the New
York garment industry; Langston Hughes’s encounter with Soviet workers’ theater; Gertrude Stein’s
gendered and queer domestic labors; and Lorine Niedecker’s employment as a hospital cleaner.
Blending Marxist and feminist theory with attentive close readings, Stitch, Unstitch is a revelatory
materialist account of the values of poetry.
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2020 Editors of Chase's, 2019-09-24 Find
out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book since
1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what the world is celebrating
and commemorating. From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical anniversaries to
astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious festivals and
carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a one-stop shop
with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now or is worth remembering from the past.
Completely updated for 2020, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a companion
website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2020--a leap year--is packed with
special events and observances, including National days and public holidays of every nation on
EarthThe total solar eclipseThe 100th anniversary of US women's suffrage (19th Amendment
passed)The 75th anniversary of the end of WWII and the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
NagasakiThe 250th birth anniversary of Ludwig van BeethovenThe 100th birth anniversary of Ray
BradburyThe 50th anniversary of the Beatles' break upThe Tokyo Olympic GamesScores of new
special days, weeks and months, such as International Go-Kart Week, National Goat Yoga Month or
National Catch and Release DayBirthdays of new world leaders, office holders, and breakout
starsAnd much more!All from the reference book that Publishers Weekly calls one of the most
impressive reference volumes in the world.
  may day black history: Visual Impact, Visual Teaching Timothy Gangwer, 2009-02-15 Hold
on to this author—he is magical! I learned more from reading Gangwer′s book than I have in eight
years of professional development workshops. —Laura S. Gulledge, Media Literacy Teacher
Benjamin Russell High School, Alexander City, AL Gangwer has effectively organized information
from many sources into a form that is readable and practical for a wide variety of education
practitioners, including classroom teachers and fine arts teachers. —Ellen Herbert, Art Teacher



Longview High School, TX Spark learners′ enthusiasm and promote retention of content with visual
teaching techniques! Each day, teachers look for new ways to get students excited about learning
and new ways to help them retain the information they learn. In this practical guide, Timothy
Gangwer incorporates the latest research on visual learning and shows how you can stimulate
students′ interest and participation. Offering classroom-tested techniques to engage learners′ brains,
this book includes hundreds of ready-to-use visual learning activities in language arts, math, science,
social studies, environmental studies, the arts, and more. This resource covers: Differentiating
instruction based on how students process visual information Using graphic organizers, digital
photography, the Internet, and other visual communication tools Incorporating music, art, and
drama to enhance instruction and learning Teaching visual communication strategies to English
language learners Discover how to use visual strategies and activities to help students think
critically about the way they understand and perceive the world.
  may day black history: Chase's Calendar of Events 2019 Editors of Chase's, 2018-09-30
Find out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book,
Chase's is the definitive day-by-day resource of what America and the world are celebrating and
commemorating. From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical anniversaries to
astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious festivals and
carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a one-stop shop
with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now or is worth remembering from the past.
Completely updated for 2019, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a companion
website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2019 is packed with special events
and observances, including The International Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical ElementsThe
Transit of MercuryNational days and public holidays of every nation on EarthCelebrations and
observances of Leonardo da Vinci's 500th death anniversaryThe 100th anniversary of the 1919
World Series ScandalThe 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landingThe 200th birthdays of
Queen Victoria and Walt WhitmanThe 150th birth anniversary of Mohandas Gandhi and the 100th
birth anniversary of Jackie RobinsonScores of new holidays and national daysBirthdays of new world
leaders, office holders, and breakout starsAnd much more! All from the reference book that NPR's
Planet Money calls the Oxford English Dictionary of holidays.
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